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Dear Reader: 

I am pleased to announce the availability of the Draft Plan Amendment cPA) & Draft. 
Environmental Impact StatementlDraft Environmental Impact Report (EIS/EIR) for the Alta East 
Wind Project. Alta Windpower Development LLC (Project Proponent) is proposing to develop a 
318-megawatt wind energy facility in Kern County. 

The enclosed Draft PA & Draft EIS/EIR analyzes seven alternatives: (I) the' Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) would grant the Project Proponent a right-of-way (ROW) for their project 
as proposed with 106 wind turbines; (2) BLM would grant the Project Proponent 11 ROW for a 
modified site layout with 106 wind turbines; (3) BLM would grant the Project Proponent a ROW 
for a modified project design with 97 wind turbines; (4) BLM would grant the Project Proponent 
a ROW for a modified project design with 87 wind turbines; (5) No Action, in which the Project 
Proponent's application would be denied and current management of the site would be 
maintained; (6) No Project, in which the Project Proponent's application would be denied and 
the California Desert Conservation Area (CDCA) Plan would be amended to declare the site 
unsuitable for wind development; and (7) No Project, in which the Project Proponent's 
application would be denied and the COCA Plan would be amended to declare the site suitable 
for wind development. 

The Draft PA & Draft ElS/EIR has been prepared in accordance with the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and the Federal Land Policy and Management Act (FLPMA), 
which establishes the land management authority of the BLM and provides guidance for how 
public lands are to be managed. In addition, because the County of Kern (County) has discre­
tionary authority for general and specific plan amendments, a change in zone classification and a 
conditional use permit for the use of a temporary concrete batch plant during construction, and 
because the County is a cooperating agency with BLM in the preparation of the Draft PA & 
Draft EISIEIR, this document has also been prepared in accordance with the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). The County intends to use this Draft PA & Draft EISfEIR 
to provide environmental review required for its consideration of the plan amendments, change 
in zone classification and conditional use permit application under CEQA. The document has 
been sent to members of the public who requested a copy and to pertinent local, State, tribal, and 
federal government entities. 

The Draft PA & Draft EISIEIR will be circulated for a 90-day public comment period. All 
comments must be postmarked no later than 90 days from the date the Notice of Availability for 
the Draft PA & Draft EIS/EIR published in the federal Register by the Envirorunental Protection 
Agency. Comments may be submitted by any of the following methods and contacts listed 
below: 

www.blm.gov/ca)stlenlfo/ridgecrcsl


Jeffery Childers, Project Manager 
of Land Management 

California Desert District Office 
22835 Calle San JUlln los Lagos 
Moreno Valley. CA 92553-9046 

(951) 697-5299 
Email: altaeast@blm.gov 

AND 

Ms. Jacquelyn Kitchen, Planner TIl, Project Manager 
Kern County Planning and Community Development Department 

2700 M Street, Suite 100 
Bakersfield, 93301-2370 

(66\) 862-860 I 
. kitchenj@co.kern.ca.us 

Public will held to allow oral or written comments to be presented to BLM. 
Please sec ELM's webpage at for information about the 
location, date, and time of meetings. All substantive issues raised during the comment 
period will be considered, and modifications based on these comments may made to develop 
the PA & Final EIS/EIR. Additional hard or CD-ROM versions of the PA 
& ETS/EIR may be obtained by the California Desert District Office. 
document will be available on Internet at: 

We are pleased to provide this copy of the Alta East Wind Project Draft PA & Draft ElSIEIR for 
your review and extend our appreciation for your coopera.tion and ass during this 
We look forward to your conti participation. 

Sincerely, 

mailto:kitchenj@co.kern.ca.us
mailto:altaeast@blm.gov


Bureau of Land Management  
California Desert District Office 

and  
County of Kern 

Planning and Community Development Department 
 

Alta East Wind Project  
Draft Plan Amendment and  

Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report 
 
NEPA & CEQA Lead Agencies:  Bureau of Land Management  County of Kern 
 California Desert District Office   Planning & Community Development Department 
 Moreno Valley, California  Bakersfield, California 
 
For further information, contact:  Jeff Childers, Project Manager  Jacquelyn Kitchen, Planner III, Project Manager 
 California Desert District Office Planning & Community Development Department 
 (951) 697-5308 (661) 862-8619 
 altaeast@blm.gov kitchenj@co.kern.ca.us 

Abstract  

This Draft Plan Amendment (PA) and Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)/Environmental Impact 
Report (EIR) addresses the application from Alta Windpower Development, LLC (Project Proponent), for a 
right-of-way (ROW) for the construction, operation, maintenance, and decommissioning of a utility-scale 318-
megawatt (MW) wind energy facility on public and private lands in Kern County, California. The Bureau of 
Land Management (BLM) will use the information in this document to consider (1) amending the California 
Desert Conservation Area (CDCA) Plan in connection with the Alta East Wind Project (AEWP), and (2) 
issuing a ROW grant. Kern County will use the information in this document to consider authorization of 
AEWP components within Kern County lands, including: (1) amendments to the Circulation Elements of the 
Kern County General Plan (KCGP) and the Mojave Specific Plan; (2) changes in zone classification from the 
base Zone Districts to A (Exclusive Agriculture), A WE (Exclusive Agriculture – Wind Energy Combining 
District), and A FP (Exclusive Agriculture, Floodplain Combining) Districts; and (3) a conditional use permit 
(CUP) for the use of a temporary concrete batch plant during construction. 

The Draft PA & Draft EIS/EIR analyzes seven alternatives: (1) BLM would grant the Project Proponent a 
ROW for their project as proposed with 106 wind turbines; (2) BLM would grant the Project Proponent a 
ROW for a modified site layout with 106 wind turbines; (3) BLM would grant the Project Proponent a ROW 
for a modified project design with 97 wind turbines; (4) BLM would grant the Project Proponent a ROW for 
a modified project design with 87 wind turbines; (5) No Action, in which the Project Proponent’s application 
would be denied and current management of the site would be maintained; (6) No Project, in which the 
Project Proponent’s application would be denied and the CDCA Plan would be amended to declare the site 
unsuitable for wind development; and (7) No Project, in which the Project Proponent’s application would be 
denied and the CDCA Plan would be amended to declare the site suitable for wind development. 

The Agency Preferred Alternative covers approximately 2,225 acres, managed by the BLM and Kern 
County. The Draft PA & Draft EIS/EIR identifies impacts of the Agency Preferred Alternative, including 
impacts related to air quality, cultural resources, noise, paleontological resources, geology and soils, traffic, 
vegetation, visual resources, water resources, wildfire, and wildlife. Many of these adverse impacts can be 
avoided or substantially reduced based on compliance with applicable laws, ordinances, regulations and 
standards, and compliance with measures provided in this Draft PA & Draft EIS/EIR. 

mailto:altaeast@blm.gov
mailto:kitchenj@co.kern.ca.us
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