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Abstract

This Draft Plan Amendment (PA) and Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)/Environmental Impact
Report (EIR) addresses the application from Alta Windpower Development, LLC (Project Proponent), for a
right-of-way (ROW) for the construction, operation, maintenance, and decommissioning of a utility-scale 318-
megawatt (MW) wind energy facility on public and private lands in Kern County, California. The Bureau of
Land Management (BLM) will use the information in this document to consider (1) amending the California
Desert Conservation Area (CDCA) Plan in connection with the Alta East Wind Project (AEWP), and (2)
issuing a ROW grant. Kern County will use the information in this document to consider authorization of
AEWP components within Kern County lands, including: (1) amendments to the Circulation Elements of the
Kern County General Plan (KCGP) and the Mojave Specific Plan; (2) changes in zone classification from the
base Zone Districts to A (Exclusive Agriculture), A WE (Exclusive Agriculture — Wind Energy Combining
District), and A FP (Exclusive Agriculture, Floodplain Combining) Districts; and (3) a conditional use permit
(CUP) for the use of a temporary concrete batch plant during construction.

The Draft PA & Draft EIS/EIR analyzes seven alternatives: (1) BLM would grant the Project Proponent a
ROW for their project as proposed with 106 wind turbines; (2) BLM would grant the Project Proponent a
ROW for a modified site layout with 106 wind turbines; (3) BLM would grant the Project Proponent a ROW
for a modified project design with 97 wind turbines; (4) BLM would grant the Project Proponent a ROW for
a modified project design with 87 wind turbines; (5) No Action, in which the Project Proponent’s application
would be denied and current management of the site would be maintained; (6) No Project, in which the
Project Proponent’s application would be denied and the CDCA Plan would be amended to declare the site
unsuitable for wind development; and (7) No Project, in which the Project Proponent’s application would be
denied and the CDCA Plan would be amended to declare the site suitable for wind development.

The Agency Preferred Alternative covers approximately 2,225 acres, managed by the BLM and Kern
County. The Draft PA & Draft EIS/EIR identifies impacts of the Agency Preferred Alternative, including
impacts related to air quality, cultural resources, noise, paleontological resources, geology and soils, traffic,
vegetation, visual resources, water resources, wildfire, and wildlife. Many of these adverse impacts can be
avoided or substantially reduced based on compliance with applicable laws, ordinances, regulations and
standards, and compliance with measures provided in this Draft PA & Draft EIS/EIR.
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