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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
VENTURA REGULATORY FIELD OFFICE 
2151 ALESSANDRO DRIVE, SUITE 110 
VENTURA, CA 93001 

October 13, 2011 
REPLY TO 

ATTENTION OF 

Regulatory Division 

Joshua Zinn 
AECOM 
1420 Kettner Blvd, Suite 500 
San Diego, California 92101 

SUBJECT: Jurisdictional determination for RE Barren Ridge 1 Photovoltaic Solar Electrical 
Generation Facilities Project 

Dear Mr. Zinn: 

I am responding to your request (File No. SPL-2011-00511-BAH) dated May 27, 2011 for a 
jurisdictional determination for the RE Barren Ridge 1 Photovoltaic Solar Electrical Generation 
Facilities Project located approximately 7 miles northwest of California City, Kern County, 
California. As you are aware, the Corps' determination of jurisdiction assesses whether or not 
the proposed project is located within or contains a water of the United States, and whether or 
not the proposed project includes an activity potentially regulated under Section 10 of the River 
and Harbor Act or Section 404 of the Clean Water Act. If either test is not met, a Department of 
the Army permit would not be required. 

The project area includes several minor ephemeral drainages, primarily in the western 
portion of the project area, most of which diminish to swale conformation on the landscape. 
These drainages eventually drain to ephemeral tributaries to Pine Tree Creek dry wash, which 
is an ephemeral tributary to Koehn Dry Lake to the east. A second wash feature, also an 
ephemeral tributary to Pine Tree Creek dry wash, occurs in the extreme southeastern corner of 
the property on the east side of Highway 14. The various drainages within the project area 
comprise approximately 6.62 acres, of which you identified 5.97 acres to be essentially 
unvegetated dry wash or unvegetated swale. Based on the information you provided in your 
request and our prior knowledge of the project area, we have determined the RE Barren 
Ridge 1 Photovoltaic Solar Electrical Generation Facilities Project site does not contain waters 
of the United States pursuant to 33 C.F.R. §325.9 and a Department of the Army permit 
pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act is not required. 

If you have any questions, please contact me at 805-585-2145 or via e-mail at 
Bruce.A.Henderson@usace.army.mil. Please be advised that you can now comment on your 
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experience with Regulatory Division by accessing the Corps web-based customer survey form at: 
http://per2.nwp.usace.army.mil/survey.html.  
 

       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
       Bruce Henderson 
       Sr. Project Manager 

North Coast Branch 
Regulatory Division 
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