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RI DGECREST, CALI FORNI A
MONDAY, JULY 29, 2002; 7:10 P.M

Rl DGECREST FAI RGROUNDS

MR. JOSTES: Folks, if we could get started
here.

kay. 1'd like to get started.

My nane is John Jostes. |'m an independent
meeting facilitator. And we're here tonight to hold a
scopi ng neeting for the Surprise Canyon Environnental
| mpact Statenment. And I'mvery glad to see the nunber of
fol ks that have come out.

W' ve had an earlier neeting this
afternoon. We started at about three o'clock. And we
had a good nunber of fol ks nmake comments. W got a wide
range of perspectives which is really hel pful because
toni ght what we are |l ooking to do is to hear fromyou
about, "What are the environmental issues that the
Envi ronmental | nmpact Statenent should focus on as it
| ooks at the access alternatives in Surprise Canyon?"

This is the first evening of five evening
nmeetings. Tonorrow night we're holding a neeting in
Bakersfiel d; Wednesday night we're coning back up to

Lone Pine.
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And, actually, it's just not evening
neetings. Each day we have an afternoon session that
goes from 3: 00 until 5:00; and then we reconvene |ike
we' re doing this evening, and neet from 7: 00 until 9:00
or 9:30, depending on the anmpbunt of conments we've got.

From Bakersfield we go up to Lone Pine, as
| said. Then, next week on Monday we will be in Pasadena
for an afternoon and eveni ng session; and Tuesday
afternoon and evening, we'll be in San D ego.

So through those five sets of neetings,
what we're looking for is smart questions, good input --

and when | say "good input," scoping neetings are the
nost effective when people use themto explore issues or
oppose issues that need to be addressed in the

envi ronnent al docunments so they don't have to nake the
same conment when the drafted EIS is rel eased.

By providing early input into what the
environnental issues that need to be addressed shoul d be,
you get your coments put into the docunment the first
time around as opposed to the second time around. That
gi ves you the opportunity to say, "You' ve got it right.
Thank you for incorporating my comments and addressing

the issues,” or "You didn't get it quite right," and you
make your coments on the conpl eteness and accuracy of

the draft docunent.
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This is one of three sets of opportunities
you will have to provide input into the environnental and
t he deci si on-maki ng process regardi ng Surprise Canyon --
scopi ng neeti ngs.

Then there are public hearings on the
drafted EI'S at which tinme those of you who are interested
wi || make comments about its conpl eteness and accuracy.
Then there is a preferred alternative which is sel ected.
And a third set of hearings are held with regard to

peopl e's feedback on that selected alternative.

What -- the 10 basic issues that this EI'S
is going to focus on -- |'ve put up on flip chart paper
behind ne. | know that nmany people can't read that print
fromthe back; but I'lIl try to just go over it briefly

for you, and that mght serve as the basis for kicking
of f your comments.

The docunent has been scoped to concentrate
on natural resources, cultural resources, geol ogy and
soils, water quality and water quantity, air quality and
noi se, recreation, land use and transportation
aesthetics and visual inpacts, social and economc
i npacts, and wild and scenic river issues.

Now, the format for this evening -- we've
provi ded some yell ow speaker slips. And |I'mgoing to ask

the folks that would like to speak to fill those out and
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either bring themup as they're comng up to speak or
hand themto ne when they can get ny attention when |I'm
not scribbling on the flip charts here.

One of the things I'mgoing to be doing
tonight is try to summari ze and take down the conments
that you all are making this evening.

W have a court reporter here, Natalie,
who's going to be taking down your conments verbatim and
those will all be put together as a scoping report which
will be available to the public.

The alternatives that we're al so seeking
input on -- it's not just, "What are the environmental
i ssues of focus?" but what is the full range of
alternatives that will make this a useful docunent for
the fol ks who nake the decision, for the people who want
to have feedback into that process. Those include the
no-project alternative, which would provide for tenporary
access for vehicular use into Surprise Canyon up unti
the date that was stipulated in the lawsuit settlenent,
which | believe is June 30 of 2004.

There is a series of other alternatives
which woul d be linmited access, open access, closed
access. And we heard other alternatives earlier in the
day, and we're looking for you to suggest what those

m ght be.

SYLVI A MENDEZ & ASSOCI ATES (661) 631-2904






10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

In addition to listening to what you have
to say tonight, taking notes, and creating a record,
we' ve al so provided witten-comment forns, which were at
the door. They're two pages. They're printed front and
back. On the front side, there's a series of questions
that you nay want to provide sone input on and an address
if you want to mail that in, or you can hand it in at the
box at the exit door before you | eave this evening.
That's another way of naking comments. You can either
sign your name, or you can renmain anonymous. The
important thing is to make your conments.

Al so, in |ooking at the agenda, we've
est abl i shed sone boundaries for this evening' s neeting,
and those ground rules are basically to help us interact
constructively, productively, and in a civil manner.

| like to run a fairly flexible neeting.
But 1'malso known to revert to ny hearing officer
approach and use the gavel and keep people on point. |
really don't care to do that toni ght because being a
traffic cop is not that nuch fun, but what | am | ooking
to you to do is to be focused, not to take cheap shots,
to tell us what you would like to see happen, to focus on
the issues here. This is not a neeting that will make a
deci si on about anything. |It's to help gather and focus

i nformati on.
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| look to these neetings in terms of
dealing with differences as problenms to be solved and not
battles to be won. At the sane tine, there is a
trenendous anmpunt of passion and energy surrounding this
area, and | would be a fool to think that that passion
woul d not surface tonight.

| sinmply ask you to be civil, treat each
other with respect, and I'mgoing to try to record those
to the best I can and, in essence, help us get through so
that we can go back hone to our famlies but, at the sane
time, feel like we've spoken and had positive feedback
into the process we're undertaking tonight.

Let nme see if |'ve forgotten anything.

Witten comments, in terns of either
submtting this comment formthat we have at the front
tables or providing it in any other format you wish, is
open until August 30. And be sure to take a look at the
di spl ays that are set up around the room

If you don't care to speak tonight, you're
goi ng to have other opportunities. So you're welcone to
cone to the subsequent neetings.

Natalie, our court reporter here, has a | ot
of work to do tonight because she's putting what you say
into the words that will go into our transcript; so |I'm

going to give Natalie a chance to nake a couple of
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comments before | open the neeting for folks to make sone
conment s.

Nat al i e.

This should be good to see her record her
own voi ce while she's talking.

THE COURT REPORTER  But | won't.

MR. JOSTES: Thank you, Natalie.

We're going to start off with Rich Whhlers
foll owed by Jane M Ewan.

If you would, try to keep your coments to
about three mnutes. |If you can't do that, we'll try to

be flexible, but we want to give everybody an opportunity

to speak.

Thank you.

MR. WOHLERS: Do you want us here?

MR, JOSTES: Pardon?

MR. WOHLERS: Do you want us here?

MR, JOSTES: You bet.

MR WOHLERS: My nane is Rich Whhlers. |
am a four-wheeler, as you can see. |'malso a notorcycle
person. | belong to California Association of Four-Wee

Drive Clubs, District 37, and the American Mtorcycli st
Associ ati on
I''mconcerned on this specific issue

because this gets to the heart of nultiple youths within
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10
the desert. And this is a process we're fighting for

mul ti ple-use lands within the desert and the forest.

Sonme of the ground rules of this process
bother ne. |It's a biology-related process. It is not a
peopl e process by any stretch of the imagination, and
that's bothersome to ne.

It bothers ne that the environmental groups
are able to take very large financial resources, use
these resources in the legal systemto close areas
wi t hout those areas ever coming into public scrutiny or
out into the court systemwhere we can get in and go to
court on these things. |It's like being guilty before you
even have a trial, as a couple gentlenen in Inglewod are
finding out.

I find out that because of this |ega
process that we're going through, | think that the BLM
and the Forest Service's resources are being strapped and
taking away they're capabilities to be able to manage our
properties, and that's very bothersone to ne.

So | want to see Surprise Canyon reopened.

I think it needs to go through the proper process. [|'m
not sure that this is totally the process, but it's the
process we have.

Thank you.

MR. JOSTES: Thank you, Rich

SYLVI A MENDEZ & ASSOCI ATES (661) 631-2904
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11
The next person is Jane MEwan.

M5. MCEWAN:. Hi. M nanme is Jane MEwan.
And | grew up here in Ridgecrest or on the base,

China Lake. 1've really loved the environnment here in
t he desert, the Mjave Desert.

| was fortunate that this spring | got to
work with the fifth graders of the area on the
Sand Canyon Environnmental Education Program Qur program
really stressed the inportance of water conservation and
al so conparing and contrasting riparian zones with desert
zones -- so the riparian zone of the desert.

There are many species that are totally
dependent on the |imted anmount of water that is in the
desert. There's some -- a few species that can live just
on plant material, but nmost of the birds -- life in the
desert does depend on the riparian zone and water that's
flowing in our streanms and our canyons.

During my research for this program | cane
across a website fromthe USGS. It's called "Status and
Trends of the Nation's Biological Resources." And this
is the section on the Mjave Desert and Great Basin
It's pretty discouraging to read it.

| renmenber when | was smaller, | thought,
"Well, gee, how could they let things |ike the passenger

pi geon go extinct? How could they just sit back and | et
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12
t hat happen?"

Wll, | don't think we should let that
happen to our unique resources in our desert. And in
this study they say that alnobst all of the region's bird
speci es depend on wetland and riparian habitats during,
at |least, sone phase of their annual cycle.

Among the 137 species of migratory |and
birds that breed regularly in the Great Basin, nobre than
hal f are associated prinarily with riparian habitats.

It says that throughout the arid and
sem arid west an extraordinary diversity of bird species
depends on these habitats. And degradation, destruction
of riparian areas are widely viewed as the nost inportant
causes of the decline of land bird popul ations in Wstern
North Ameri ca.

MR. JOSTES: You've got about a mnute
left.

MS. McEWAN:  Now, this website is at
htt p://bi ol ogy. usgs. gov/ s+t /snt/ nof rame/ gb150. ht m

Anyway, | really think it's inportant. A
ot of times we enphasize things like the rain forests.
And we want people in third world countries that are
i mpoverished to really affect changes there to protect a
resource. We have to be willing to take some -- nake

sonme sacrifices ourselves to protect our resources here.
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And we al so have to study the area to see
whi ch kinds of mgratory birds depend on stopping off at
riparian areas in our desert on their mgration

MR. PARK: How does that have anything to
do with Surprise Canyon?

MR JOSTES: Excuse ne.

M5. McEWAN:  Well, it does have sonething
to do with Surprise Canyon because nany birds |live there.

MR. PARK: There is no proof that we have
harmed it any way, shape, or form

MR JOSTES: Excuse ne, sir. You're

going to have to let --

MR. ROB PARK: |I'msorry.
MR. JOSTES: -- the lady finish.
MR. ROB PARK: |I'msorry.

MR. JOSTES: You nay have a really good
point, but we need to let everybody finish.

MR. ROB PARK: | apol ogi ze.

M5. McEWAN: | would just like to respond
that there are many different birds that depend on the
water and the riparian habitat. That's the habitat al ong
the water, in the creek com ng down Sand Canyon. That is
the water supply for the wildlife of that area

UNKNOWN:  That's Sand Canyon.

MS. McEWAN: Ch. | didn't nean

SYLVI A MENDEZ & ASSOCI ATES (661) 631-2904
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Sand Canyon. | neant Surprise Canyon. Any canyon with
water, animals are depending on it.

MR. JOSTES: Ron Schiller, followed by
Robert Park.

MR. SCH LLER M nane is Ron Schiller. |
represent the Hi gh Desert Miltiple-Use Coalition based
here in Ridgecrest, California. And | have a prepared
witten statement that | would |like to read.

The nopst obj ecti onabl e aspect of this
proposed action is that it was conceived by wealthy
environnental extrem sts and is being foisted upon the
public through the Courts via an illconcei ved managenent
agreenent signed by the BLM

According to a press rel ease and
newsl etters from environmental groups, Surprise Canyon
has been closed to off-roading as a result of a
Center for Biological Diversity lawsuit settlenent. This
appears to be confirned by a BLM news rel ease dated
February 14, 2001, regarding the original emergency

closure of Surprise Canyon. The BLM news rel ease states,

"BLMis inplenenting the energency closure in response to

the lawsuit filed by the Center for Biological Diversity,
the Sierra Cub, and the Public Enpl oyees for
Envi ronment al Responsibility regardi ng the Endangered

Species Act." However, there is no federally listed

SYLVI A MENDEZ & ASSOCI ATES (661) 631-2904
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speci es associated with Surprise Canyon. The npst recent
federal register notice of intent to prepare this

Envi ronment al | nmpact Statenent only mentions severa
"sensitive" species and riparian issues associated with

t he proposed EIS.

| ssues have been raised regarding the
ef fect that the use of vehicles in Surprise Canyon m ght
have on water quality. However, it nust be noted that
water quality was nonitored before, during, and after the
last BLM permitted OHV event that occurred in
Sur pri se Canyon. According to the nonitoring results,
there was no significant or permanent change in water
quality associated with the event.

The road associated with Surprise Canyon
has exi sted since the 1870's and is historically
significant. The road is also an Inyo County road and is
currently listed on the Inyo County list of roads to
mai nt ai n.

Congress, in the California Desert
Protection Act of 1994, clearly intended that the
corridor associated with the road to Surprise Canyon
remai n outsi de of the surroundi ng desi gnated wi | der ness
and available for uses that are inconpatible with
wi | derness designation. W contend that this includes

vehi cul ar access to Panamint City.

SYLVI A MENDEZ & ASSOCI ATES (661) 631-2904
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16
We request that the follow ng be anal yzed

inthe EISS One, the extent to which notorized access
woul d affect the use of water by wildlife. An analysis
nmust consider the relationship of other water sources
avai | abl e nearby and wi thin the ACEC

Two, an anal ysis of the econom c i npact
that the I oss of this recreational opportunity would have
on nearby communities, including the |oss of revenue that
would result in the elimnation of organi zed events that
have historically been associated with this area.

Three, an analysis of the cumul ative
effects that the closure of Surprise Canyon woul d have on
notorized recreation that has historically taken place in
the California Desert Conservation area. The analysis
shoul d take into consideration the [ oss of recreationa
opportunity that m ght be associated with the ongoi ng
West Mbj ave Plan, the Northeast M)jave Managenent Pl an
and the Northeast Col orado Managenent Pl an

Four, an analysis of the potential for
m neral devel opnent in the area of Pananint City.

And, five, the analysis of how private
property owners will be able to access their private
property in the Panamint City area.

W request that there be an alternative

considered that would allow full access to Pananmint City.
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The alternative considered should consider the full range
of possible inproved routes in Surprise Canyon including
mai nt enance to all ow access using high standard cl earance
four-wheel -drive vehicles, grated dirt access roads, and
paved access to Panamint City.

In conclusion, we are extrenely offended by
the nature of how this proposed EI S has come about
t hrough the federal courts and the way the associ at ed
desert issues have been handled by the BLM W believe
that the BLM has becone no nore than an extension of the
weal t hy environmental extrem st groups by catering to
their every whim W can only hope that in the future
the BLMwill nmore fairly represent the public's concerns
and those in rural communities.

And pl ease include us on any mailing lists
for distribution of information regarding this issue.

Thank you.

MR. JOSTES: Thank you, Ron.

Next person is Robert Park

MR. ROBERT PARK: Good evening. | don't
know t he | anguage that nobst of these fol ks are using, the
abbreviations and all of that. |It's got a purpose, and
I"msure there's sonething to it.

I, nyself, am an individual four-whee

driver. | drive a Toyota. GCkay. W used to run up and

SYLVI A MENDEZ & ASSOCI ATES (661) 631-2904
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18
down Surprise Canyon occasionally on a recreationa

basis. W didn't tear anything up. W didn't spoil a
man's water. Sone of our friends cane from out of town
to enjoy Surprise Canyon and Panam nt Vall ey.

W were up there one tinme at the bottom of
the Canyon, an elderly gentleman cane up, and he says,
"You know, in the old days, | used to drive a diese
truck up there, and | delivered nost of the mning
equi pnment up there. But there's no way | can get up
there now Can | ride with one of you guys up there to
see what it looks Iike now?" W were nore than happy to
have himride along with us.

There are people like nyself -- | couldn't
climb up there. There's a |lot of events that happen in
this area, Pananmint Valley Days, several others, which
woul d have and have had an econonic inpact on the area.

They did a water quality study before
four-wheel drive expedition up, during, and after with no
change in the water quality.

As far as migratory water fow and such as
that in whatever it is kind of area, |'ve never seen any
mgratory birds in Surprise Canyon, but there m ght be
sone. | don't know. As far as any other strange
critters, 1've never noticed any. |'ve wal ked the Canyon

several tines.
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19
Wien | didn't have a four-wheel drive,

took pictures of other people. And | |ooked at the water
and saw little nobsquito fishes and things |ike that.
They were none to worse for wear.

There are quite a few people who would |ike
to see Surprise Canyon open, see Panamint City, see the
area up there. W don't want any road inprovenents. W
don't want any pavenent. We're not asking for anything
other than just open it. Let people use it. That's all.
W don't want any construction. W don't want any
i mprovenents. W don't want billions of tons of earth
haul ed in, underwater gutter pipes, and such; just open
it. That's all.

It would be a boomto this area
economi cal |y, geographically. A lot of people cone here.
And for the locals, we're not hurting anything up there.

We didn't denise on the saber-toothed
tiger. And | don't think we're going to have any probl em
with anything that's up there now

And thank you for -- an individual

MR. JOSTES: Thank you. The next speaker
is Red Grandell.

And | don't have any nore speaker slips; so
if you would like to speak, | would sure like to get

t hem
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THE COURT REPORTER It's right here.

MR. JOSTES: GCkay. Good.

MR, GRANDELL: [I'Il play my guitar, and
"Il sing to you. |'mnot a public speaker, but I've got
some bel | yaches.

First of all --

MR. JOSTES: Can you pull that up a little
closer to you so that we can hear you?

MR. GRANDELL: W/Ilie Nelson. Ckay.

MR. JOSTES: Good.

MR, GRANDELL: Okay. First of all, I'm
real tired of the federal government wasting nmy tax
noney. They're doing all of these studies on all of
these fishes and these birds and things. It's a waste of
noney; it's a waste of tine.

You people need to go find a job that
produces sonet hi ng besi des paper.

This road in Pananint City, | wal ked up
that road the first tinme 30 years ago because | didn't

own anything that could drive up it. About 10 years

later, | had sonething |I could drive up there; so | drove
up there. Now that road is closed. | can't take ny
grandson. | can't walk it now I'mtired of it.

Al of these Sierra Cub, biodegradable

people, all of themthere (indicating). They all put ne
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inthe mind of Ku Klux Klan and Hitler. Al they want to

do is take, take, take. Wen is it going to stop? Wen
you' ve got us all behind barbed wire fences?

Thank you.

MR. JOSTES: Thank you.

MR. HAYES: This is in violation of the
ground rules right there (indicating).

Are you going to allowit, or are you going
to clanp down?

MR. JOSTES: |'mgoing to keep things
novi ng here. And | do not want to see any insults or
cheap shots to any person or organization. This is about
listening to each other. We're recording this down.
Everybody has a right to free speech, but everybody has a
right to need for a civil attitude when they get together
and speak at these things.

And | appreciate you for bringing it up.

Ckay. The next person is Mary Grinsl ey,
and she'll be followed by Phillip Burum | hope |
pronounced that correctly.

MR. BURUM Pretty close.

MR. JOSTES: GCkay. |'mtrying.

M5. GRIMSLEY: Mary Ginsley. |'ma nenber
of the Gear Grinders Four-Weel Drive Cub of Ridgecrest,

Cal i fornia Associ ati on of Four-Weel Drive Cubs, the
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Bl ue Ri bbon Coalition, Hi gh Desert Miltiple-Use
Coalition. | have been doing | and use since 1976, since
the FLPMA and all that.

| first went up Surprise Canyon in 1970

took my son. | would Iike to be able to take ny
granddaught er and grandson to see Panamint City. | could
walk -- 1've hiked to the top of the falls, but that is

the extent of ny hiking abilities. And | know ny
grandchildren can't do that. And it's very historic, and
| would like to continue to be able to take ny
grandchi l dren there.

Sonme of the things that | would like to see
inthe EIS-- | wuld like to see the water quality study
t hat was conducted before, during, and after the |ast
Panami nt Valley Days be included. | would like to see
the historic road uses since 1874. They shoul d be
consi dered and included in the EIS.

| have been going up -- as | said, up
Sur pri se Canyon since 1970. My perception and menory
|l eads nme to believe there is nore surface water flow ng
today for a |l onger distance than in 1970. | feel that if
any water flow records, if any, if they were kept, should
be included in the EIS.

Mot her Nature does way nore damage than

four-wheel ers or anything -- mning or anything could
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ever do to that canyon, and it shoul d be reopened.

Thank you.

MR JOSTES: GCkay. The points are wel
made. | don't think the clapping adds, other than it
takes nore time to get through the evening.

The next person is Phillip Burum He wil
be foll owed by Jeani e Haye

MR. BURUM Thank you. M nane is
Phillip Burum And | would like to qualify -- excuse
me -- has anybody lived in this valley 30 years, if you
have, would you raise your hand.

Thanks.

Has anybody lived here 40 years? Raise

your hand.

Has anybody lived here 50 years? Raise
your hand.

Has anybody lived here 55 years?

Ah, got you all.

By default, | amyour |ongest living
scientific study of research. And, folks, I"'mhere to

tell you that the desert is doing fine.

The only changes | see in the desert cone
with the change in the weather and the year. Sone years
we have nore water; some years we have | ess. Dependi ng,

we have a lot nore jack rabbits; a | ot nore coyotes.
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They tal ked about Surprise Canyon. M son

and his club has been up it quite a fewtinmes. | have
yet togoup it. | told himthat | was going to; but
before I could, it got closed. 1'd love to see it open

I've got sone beautiful pictures of it.
I've seen the places that they keep maintained up there.
| see how they keep canp, how they cl ean up, and how they
restore. |1've seen where they go out with the BLM and
wor k and keep things going.

I'"'malso here to tell you that the only
endangered species in this valley are the people who live
init. Andit's got an extrenely high cancer and
| eukeni a rate.

And | would sincerely appreciate if the
Sierra Club would donate sone of their tinme and noney to

that cause, the real endangered species and back off a

little bit on our grounds where we live -- play and |ive.
It's our natural resource. It brings industry. It
brings tourists in. It's our livelihood; and when you

have nothing better to do than start closing these
things, you're killing us.

Thank you very much.

MR. JOSTES: Please don't nake nme go into
hearing officer nmode. | really don't want to do it. But

I'"mprepared to sit down here and use this gavel to keep
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this thing noving forward. Okay?

Ckay. We've got Jeani e Haye

And | don't have any other cards. So |I'm
| ooki ng for other speakers who would |ike to speak. W
woul d I'i ke to hear what you have to say.

MR, JOSTES: Jeanie.

M5. HAYE: Thank you. M nane is
Jeani e Haye. That's J-e-a-n-i-e; |ast nanme Haye,

H a-y-e.

And just as a response to the |last speaker,
I'd like to point out | know nany of you know | have
friends with very different opinions. But you know t hat
we have active Sierra Cl ub people who Iive and care and
beli eve and vote right here in Ri dgecrest. W're not
some far off group that doesn't care. W live here, and
we do care, and | think nany of you know that.

| have a couple of questions. One is:

What is the nbst current inventory report on ecol ogica
resources in Surprise Canyon?

I'"mcurious what areas of the Canyon nay be
covered in reports, what has been di scovered about
sensitive species. And I'mal so curious, do people do
reports on aesthetic, visual, |lack of noise resources?
think that would be very helpful. | don't knowif

there's the noney to do it. But it would be nice to see
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what that kind of a study woul d produce.

One other conment, there are many of you
who tal k about not being able to get up Surprise Canyon
by foot, and | share that. But | have a difference, and
that is | would rather |eave the Canyon in peace than
have it made so that | could go there. | love the |and
enough to leave it alone. That may not be sonething
everyone agrees with, but it's just sonething that |
bel i eve.

Thank you.

MR. JOSTES: GCkay. |s there anybody who
woul d |ike to address and make a coment who has not done
so?

The gentleman in the back, if you would

cone up, just briefly right your nanme down so we know who

you are.

Thank you.

MR. McKERNAN: My nane is Don McKernan
I"'msorry. | didn't feel out one of those.

| have been living in R dgecrest since
1944. It doesn't nake ne the longest living person in

the world, but we've enjoyed the desert for a | ong nunber
of years. And we've mined in Happy Canyon. W wal ked up
and down Surprise Canyon, used the road

And there are nany, nmany things there that
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you wi Il never see anyplace else in the world. |'m not

real content to have them fenced off. But you can go up
there and see nmine tunnels that were drilled in the late
1800's that are in very good shape today. You can see
other buildings that were built, roads that were built on
the side of the nmountain. And it's quite interesting.
It's an interesting thing for the people of the valley to
go see and any tourists that come. M dad and | did it
for years until he died

| think that we should | ook at the
possibility of leaving it open. | think there are many
t hi ngs you can do according to the Desert Act that will
| eave that road open up there, and | think we should do
it for the people.

Thank you.

MR. JOSTES: Tom Lowgry.

MR. LOAGRY: | just got here. So | haven't
heard a whole | ot of what's been said, but the feel of
these neetings is pretty much the same. You know, one
group doesn't want the four-wheelers tearing up the
envi ronnent .

This is an issue where the four-wheelers
have been going there for years, for decades. That road
has exi sted for about 100 years. It was a

hor se-and- buggy trail, a grated road.
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If we were doing so much damage, there
woul dn't be anything left up there to protect. It's
obvi ous we're not destroying the | andscape because,
ot herwi se, nobody would be fighting for it. It just
seens to nake sense to ne that we seemto be doi ng and
okay job of protecting it.

MR. JOSTES: Thank you.

H. M Brashear, followed by Jeri Ferguson

MS. BRASHEAR These are a few foll ow on
comments. | probably should tell you who | represent.

MR. JOSTES: Wy don't you state your nane
and your organization.

MR. JOSTES: M nane is Marie Brashear. |
represent the Alliance for WIld Lands Access, the
California and Desert Coalition and the Wrld Rockhound
Association. | also speak for the Society for the
Protection and Care for Wldlife, who has a big war going
on at the rmoment with the National Park Service in
East Mbj ave because they're killing bighorn by not
all owi ng water, by renoving water sources that exist
there. So not all agencies are benevol ent.

There are a couple nore issues that | want
to add to what | said earlier. As we are all suffering
fromthe -- | hesitate to call them biohazards -- but the

hazardous naterials in the air generated by the fires
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over in Sequoia. Probably an environmental justice issue

that needs to be considered in this EISis the fue

| oads, the inpact on rural communities, not just in the
Panam nts. But the Inyo Forest starts just a fewniles a
way. So what happens over there could spill over into
the Panamints; so | think we need to | ook at that issue.

| also think we need to | ook at the issue
of how nany tinmes that canyon has had flash floods that
we know of since records were kept. The BLMs own little
pi ece tal ks about -- that you picked up over there
(indicating) tal ks about that the last flood took out the
riparian habitat everybody seems to be here to fight
about. So we might need to also ook at how long it
takes to recover that habitat, how nany years, and how
many years in between the floods.

And | think we need to | ook at the issue --
and it was sort of stated earlier, but I'mnot real sure
it was stated clearly by soneone else. The sacrifices
were made when the Desert Protection Act was passed. O
the 11 streans in those nountains, perennial streans in
t hat neck of the woods, 8 of themare in wlderness
areas. A car can't drive over them A four-wheel drive
can't go near them The riparian habitat in those areas
are protected. The species who use the riparian habitat

can still use it. So what is happening here is that the
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remaining 3 streans that are left. One of them which

Congress said should remain accessible when it passed the
Desert Protection Act is proposed for closure through a
backdoor action by sone groups who feel they know how t he
wor | d ought to be run.

Thank you.

MR JOSTES: GCkay. | would like to hear
from Robert Strub, is it?

MR, STRUB: You called her name next.

MR JOSTES: GCkay. Jeri. Jeri Ferguson.

M5. FERGUSON: That's okay. |'m paying
attention.

H. M nane is Jeri Ferguson, again,
F-e-r-g-u-s-o-n. | amthe California Association of

Four - Wheel Drive Club's natural resources consultant. |
am al so on the Desert Advisory Council.

I'"mgoing to take off my Cal Four-Weel hat
for a mnute, and |'mgoing put on ny single-parent hat.
I was a single parent fromthe time nmy son was born. |
got involved wth four-wheeling when he was about
si x-years old. He learned the val ues of canping, working
together, cleaning up the land. H's friends think he's
whacked because he'll stop and pick up trash. And, you
know, these are values that he |earned through the

four-wheel drive comunity and through the fine fol ks

SYLVI A MENDEZ & ASSOCI ATES (661) 631-2904






10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

31
that | have met in ny lifetinme as being a four-wheeler

| could never have done that wi thout a vehicle. You
can't load up a kid and camnpi ng equi prrent and hi ki ng, you
know, and hike. | just would have never been able to do
it. This was very inportant in raising my son as a
singl e parent.

And now he's 22. And when | talk to him
that's his nenmories -- is canping and four-wheeling and
bei ng out and doing the canpfire and the famly thing
because he didn't have a parent, you know, a father
So that part was very inportant to ne.

Now, |'m going put back on my other hat.
There seens to be -- everybody's focus seens specifically
on Surprise Canyon and not the other issues. | hear al
the tine that, "Well, you guys need to four-wheel in the
appropriate places.” 1'd like to know where the
"appropriate places" are that the anti-nptorized people
woul d |ike us to four-wheel

You know, you guys need to figure out where
you want us to go because you guys keep telling us where
we can't go. Traditional places that we've used for
years and years and years. You know, the Inperial
Sand Dunes and South Dunes, all of the sudden everybody

has decided, "Well, that's the expert place -- or, you

know, "the total experience to go hike," all of the
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sudden.

Surpri se Canyon all of the sudden is the
experi enced place to go hike. You don't go out; you
don't hi ke Happy; you don't hike the other canyons that
are close. Wy not?

If you want qui et and solitude, you know,
Cal Four-Weel is nmore than happy to get a nonnotorized
recreation grant to educate the anti-notorized people
where they can go for their solitude and quiet.

The ACEC Pl an. There's been an ACEC pl an.
There's been an adopt-a-trail -- never did BLM conme up
and tell the Adopt-A-Trail Club there's been problens on
that canyon with erosion, with trash, with any type of
i ssues up there. They never ever did that. So what is
t he probl en?

If the BLM couldn't come to us in the |ast
12 years and tell us what the problens were up there --
t he ACEC pl an has worked fine.

And the next subject | have is Briggs M ne.

THE COURT REPORTER: |Is what?

M5. FERGUSON: Briggs, B-r-i-g-g-s, Mne.
There is an expansion, and |I'm not opposed to the
expansion. It's another nultiple use of the desert. |
had a gentleman call me up and saying, "W should be

opposed to it." But why should I? You know, that's a
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nmultiple use of the BLM That was the whol e purpose why
parks was set up, was to protect the resources on the
other side of the hill, like Dove Valley, and this side
of the hill is to be used.

And | found out that they're cutting how
many niles of roads up there. So here's an existing
route that's been there since the 1800's, which only
enconpass -- | don't know how many square acres -- if you
just total it out, out of a big Panam nt Range. And it
just seens |ike everybody is just focusing on this one
smal|l area. And we're not |ooking at the whole inpact of
t he whol e Panani nt Range.

And that's all | have to say.

Thank you.

MR. JOSTES: Thank you. Robert Strub
foll owed by Jerry Sparks.

THE WTNESS: GCkay. M nane is
Bob Strub --

Can you all hear ne?

-- spelled S-t-r-u-b.

Earlier in the afternoon, | spoke to the
subj ect of environmental justice, and | spoke with a
nunber of other itens in regards to building blocks for
t he perception of environnental justice.

Now, if you take this one docunent that's
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going to be produced here, all it is is a study of this

ACEC where Surprise Canyon is; and if we keep on choppi ng
things into small little portions, we never receive a
bal ance. But there are a ot of things that are being
done with plans, and there are a ot of things that are
being done in lawsuits, and they threaten the stability
of the future of Trona and its water sources.

So, yes, |I've asked for a study and the
alternate to explore the exi stence of dam ng, and that
nm ght seemfoolish. But it also could be taken as a
rhetorical question.

The very first tinme of the Wld and Scenic
Rivers Act basically says it's to determ ne where dans
shoul d be built and where they shouldn't.

Wll, if we | ook at the Panami nt Vall ey,
we've got a lot of rivers that are not only in wlderness
but al so boarder wilderness. \Wen they boarder
wi | derness, you can't put a damthere -- can you? -- not
wi t hout a boundary |ine adjustment. And when you try to
create wil derness and when you reserve rights for water
in the wilderness, you limt the future in the
Argus Range of where Trona can get water.

And so that's not going to be studied in
this plan. That's a separate item a nonscoping issue,

maybe. That's why the environnmental justice study needs
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to be done.

And then we get the big, big, big city of
Ri dgecrest. And you say fromL.A , "It's just
Ri dgecrest." Well, conpared to Trona, it's got a |ot of
el bow room and a | ot of power. And there are
directors on their water board that have had di scussions.
And sonme of them have stated publicly that Trona takes
too much water, and we need nore of it. So our existing
service is threatened, and that's where we have been
getting our water for 70 years. Now we can legally fight
for it. But you don't always win the right fight, do
you?

And the Center for Biological Diversity
lawsuit, Fifth Part, Sections 8 and 18, specifically
attack the future ability to get water. They want to
renove the rights to the springs. They want to reserve
the rights to springs in the wilderness.

And then the Boxer Bill currently does not
have -- the Boxer Bill for WIderness currently does not
have Great Falls Basin as a proposed w | derness. But,
you know, it's going to be on there again, and when it
becomes a wil derness, they're going to say, "Reserve al
of those waters in those springs.” And that's where
Trona got its water before it cane to Ridgecrest in the

1920's and 30's.
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speaks

So this issue of environmental justice also

to Trona as being a minority. W are

i ncorporated. A lot of us are seen as being just miners

that aren't necessarily liked in the broad category,

especially with msrepresentations, politicians, and

press as far as what this nmining does for the |oca

communi

ty and for the broader community. And, generally,

the inconme is fairly low And all of those -- we're al

al one out there. Al of those itens situate ourselves as

a candi date for environnental justice studies.

Thank you for your tine.

MR. JOSTES: Thank you.

The | ast speaker is Jerry Sparks.

Jerry.

MR. SPARKS: H, there. M nane is
Jerry Sparks. |'m speaking about Issue No. 9, which is
economi ¢ inmpact. |'ma snmall business owner. M

partner, we both have snall famlies, two kids a piece.

But | want to tal k about sone of the econom c inpacts

such as our smml | business.

W -- let's see. About -- to this day,

we' ve spent, about, alnobst $30,000 on steel. W're a

smal | welding outfit. W buy our paint fromH&E It's

a | ocal

gases,

busi ness. W buy all of our welding supplies,

Wi re, equi pnent from Praxair, another |ocal

SYLVI A MENDEZ & ASSOCI ATES (661) 631-2904

36






10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

busi ness. W buy our fuel fromthe Texaco station
That's another |ocal business. W pay the Swap Sheet to
advertise. W make products for a lot of |oca

busi nesses also all of the four-wheel drivers. W're

al so a part of the Pirate Four-by-Four Network. W see
on the average of 5,000,000 page views a nonth.

But that all, in turn, generates business
for us. W are a main point of contact for the, nore or
| ess, hard-core -- we are a point of contact for the
hard-core four-wheel drive outfits. W stand to make
noney.

W tal k about inpact. There's a huge
i npact here on a snall |evel, of course. W' re not the
big wheels. W don't make this town go round, but we're
doi ng our part.

On top of that, we enlist the help of two
ot her machi ne shops in town -- Metal Concepts,

Cook's Machine Tool. W add source to them as well
They have families of their own. They make a |iving by
maki ng our four-wheel drive products.

You know, it's sonething to think about.
W don't stand on the front lines. W're just off to the
side. But no one ever sees us, but we are here; so keep
that in mnd.

MR. JOSTES: Thank you. Gkay. |'ve taken
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down probably 14, 15 --

Ch, good.

You're up, Jim

MR. HAUGHTON: Good evening. M/ nane is
Ji m Haughton. | was born and raised in Trona. A fact of
which I'"'mextrenely proud of. | want to rem nd Bob that
I'"mgoing to suffer any illusions about people caring one
tw ddl e about Trona. | don't take offense to that. |It's
just a reality.

An interesting environmental issue that's
conme up recently regarding that is Fish and Ganes
interesting -- what | call an extortion, but | don't want
to be sued here -- but using the law to hassle this
conpany, a spokesperson for whom | am not.

Anyway, nultiple |land use should be -- |
can't think of anything stronger than nultiple |and use
as the key criterion for using the land, for using the
desert. And sone anmple -- | don't want to say anple
Sone excel |l ent cases have been nmade here already for how
that can be done and not harm-- if you have been in the
Panam nts, been in that canyon, you know that it's rea
hard to harm nuch off the bottom of the Canyon fl oor
because it's extrenely rugged terrain; but multiple |and
use shoul d govern.

And the fictions that nullify nultiple |and
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use so that we have this concept, but we really don't
because they're nullified by things like, you know, these
speci al argunments about water quality, a streamthat
cones out of the ground and goes back into the ground and
flows to a salt lake. To even argue that water quality
is a problemor an issue, | fi