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         1       PALM DESERT, CALIFORNIA;  SATURDAY, MARCH 3, 2007 
 
         2                              9:27 A.M. 
 
         3                                -o0o- 
 
         4        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Good morning, Bill.  We're 
 
         5   going to open the meeting.  Thank you very much.  Call the 
 
         6   meeting to order, and we'll have roll call.  And I think 
 
         7   it's usually Jim Foote that does the roll call.  We've 
 
         8   opened the meeting, and we're waiting for roll call. 
 
         9        JIM FOOTE:  And even though I know some of these 
 
        10   folks have resigned and are not present, I'll so indicate 
 
        11   as we do roll: 
 
        12        Frank Bogert has resigned, not present. 
 
        13        Bob Brockman?  Absent. 
 
        14        Kathie Brenan?  Absent. 
 
        15        Buford Crites?  Absent.  His term is completed. 
 
        16        Barbara Gonzalez Lyons? 
 
        17        BARBARA GONZALES LYONS:  Here. 
 
        18        JIM FOOTE:  Bill Havert? 
 
        19        BILL HAVERT:  Here. 
 
        20        JIM FOOTE:  Terry Henderson? 
 
        21        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Here. 
 
        22        JIM FOOTE:  Bob Lyman? 
 
        23        BOB LYMAN:  Here. 
 
        24        JIM FOOTE:  Paul Marchand?  Absent.  Jeff Morgan? 
 
        25        JEFF MORGAN:  Here. 
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         1        JIM FOOTE:  Al Muth? 
 
         2        ALLAN MUTH:  Here. 
 
         3        JIM FOOTE:  Mary Roche has resigned.  Ric Service has 
 
         4   resigned.  Gary watts? 
 
         5        GARY WATTS:  Here. 
 
         6        JIM FOOTE:  Dawn Wellman?  Absent. 
 
         7             And Barbara Bergman is filling in for Dawn; 
 
         8   although, she is not an official point member of the 
 
         9   Monument Advisory Committee. 
 
        10        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Please come up to the table. 
 
        11   Okay.  Thank you.  The next item would be approval, and 
 
        12   this is actually an action item, and we do not have a 
 
        13   quorum, so we will hold the minutes over until the next 
 
        14   meeting because that truly is an official action, so thank 
 
        15   you.  You now have three months to read them, but in the 
 
        16   interim, you will get another set. 
 
        17             So 9:15 a.m. is a discussion on the steering 
 
        18   subcommittee identification of project priorities to be 
 
        19   accomplished with potential fiscal year '08 add-on funds. 
 
        20   And I believe Mr. Havert is going to deliver that this 
 
        21   morning. 
 
        22        BILL HAVERT:  We had a meeting on the subject a 
 
        23   couple of weeks ago, and Jeff was there, I was there, Jim 
 
        24   was there; Buford was in absentia, and Terry was otherwise 
 
        25   occupied that day as well.  We went over the funding 
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         1   proposals.  I think we had looked at previously the money 
 
         2   that was identified for this year and probably is not 
 
         3   happening.  I guess Jim can speak more to that.  So we 
 
         4   were really focused on FY08.  And the idea being that if 
 
         5   we had our wish list in order before they start all the 
 
         6   discussions back there, then it might be helpful that we 
 
         7   would be giving them a list that not only the agencies, 
 
         8   BLM, and forest service had put together for their 
 
         9   purposes, but also what the advisory committee was 
 
        10   recommending. 
 
        11             And my understanding, from what Jim said, is 
 
        12   that this is the sort of deal where BLM and the forest 
 
        13   service might any day get a call from Washington and say 
 
        14   if you had a million dollars come to you in FY08, how 
 
        15   would you spend it; give us your list in 30 minutes sort 
 
        16   of a thing.  So I guess there were a couple of papers that 
 
        17   Jim sent out by e-mail, and actually, I'm not entirely 
 
        18   sure what all of this is, so let me speak to the one just 
 
        19   at the top:  All it says is FY 2008 proposed project 
 
        20   expenditures based on $1,500,000 allocations.  So this is 
 
        21   what the subcommittee of the steering committee came up 
 
        22   with when we were -- 
 
        23        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  I think it's the third sheet 
 
        24   of the one that Jim handed out this morning. 
 
        25        BILL HAVERT:  Yeah.  And I'll let Jim maybe, if 
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         1   there's a reason, talk about this on the other sheets 
 
         2   after we go over this one because this is really what the 
 
         3   steering committee had come up with.  And so you can see 
 
         4   that in the one column, there's a million dollar spread -- 
 
         5   the third column over -- and you can see our allocation in 
 
         6   there.  We didn't specifically try to say "X" dollars 
 
         7   would end up with BLM and "X" dollars would end up with 
 
         8   the forest service.  Our intent was just to identify major 
 
         9   place of activities or its programs that would receive the 
 
        10   money and then, you know, the money could be divvied up as 
 
        11   was appropriate depending on who was doing what in that 
 
        12   arena. 
 
        13             But you can see that we put a less heavy 
 
        14   emphasis than in the past on cultural resources.  I think 
 
        15   our general thinking was -- at this point -- is less money 
 
        16   for studies and surveys and more money for doing things, 
 
        17   and so we put a hundred thousand, as you can see there, 
 
        18   into conservation and environmental education programs. 
 
        19   That, again, is a fairly broad notion for us.  It could 
 
        20   include money to improve exhibits, interactive exhibits, 
 
        21   at the Visitor Center and at other portals like the forest 
 
        22   service office up in Idyllwild, the tram, maybe one of the 
 
        23   facilities in Tahquitz Canyon Visitor's Museum. 
 
        24        BARBARA BERGMAN:  That is an interpretive center. 
 
        25        BILL HAVERT:  The interpretive center.  So anyway, we 
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         1   were just looking at all the different access portals and 
 
         2   the kinds of things that could be done in those areas, 
 
         3   whether it's a nice relief map of the monument or 
 
         4   interactive computer type exhibits or even booklet's, the 
 
         5   whole gamut of things that would fall under conservation, 
 
         6   environmental education. 
 
         7             Invasive species:  A hundred and eighty thousand 
 
         8   for dealing with those issues throughout the monument.  A 
 
         9   lot of money for trails.  And one of the reasons for this 
 
        10   is that if the multispecies HTP gets implemented, then 
 
        11   there's a fairly significant component of that that deals 
 
        12   with trails:  Monitoring usage on trails, doing research 
 
        13   to determine what the interaction between trail use and 
 
        14   bighorn sheep is and so on, so that's going to be fairly 
 
        15   expensive to do, so we put a lot of money toward that. 
 
        16             You see $30,000 there for a trailhead 
 
        17   development on the Sloan (phonetic) property which is 
 
        18   actually up in Garner Valley.  The property itself is not 
 
        19   in the monument, but it would be a logical way up to the 
 
        20   desert divide.  The PCT goes by there.  Spectacular views 
 
        21   from up there.  It would be a very nice hiking 
 
        22   opportunity.  It's on forest service land, and so some 
 
        23   money for that. 
 
        24             Things like potential control -- or actually, 
 
        25   it's a sort of restoration project, if you will, down in 
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         1   the Suhi (phonetic) area which is a property in the 
 
         2   extreme southern end of the Santa Rosa Mountains.  A 
 
         3   combination of BLM, the Conservancy and the Wildlife 
 
         4   Conservation Board purchased it a few years back.  But 
 
         5   before we purchased the property, there had been some 
 
         6   illegal road construction on the property and in some 
 
         7   cases, it came very close -- and hopefully not too 
 
         8   close -- to some really good cultural resource sites.  So 
 
         9   if there were lots of money, it might be worth going in 
 
        10   there and kind of ripping the road, make sure that people 
 
        11   can't use it, and let itself restore itself over time. 
 
        12             A PCT, Pacific Crest Trail, reroute at 
 
        13   Snow Creek.  There's one area up in there that had some 
 
        14   real issues, so rerouted a portion of that.  Money for a 
 
        15   trails map for the monument and a brochure for the 
 
        16   monument with just sort of general information about where 
 
        17   to go, what to do for visitors to the monument.  And then 
 
        18   the trails map would really focus on the more committed 
 
        19   user who really wanted to go out for maybe a day hike, an 
 
        20   overnight or whatever; then it would have much more 
 
        21   detailed information on all the trails.  There's a group 
 
        22   right now sort of spearheaded by The Wilderness Society 
 
        23   that's working on that, but BLM, forest service, State 
 
        24   Parks and the tribe and so on have all been involved in 
 
        25   that effort, and this could be a contribution towards 
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         1   completing that and being able to print a significant 
 
         2   number of the maps and brochures. 
 
         3             The Santa Rosa Wilderness Map is a separate 
 
         4   issue that I think is a legally-driven issue -- if I got 
 
         5   that right, Jeff -- that under the Wilderness Act, when 
 
         6   these areas were created, there was supposed to be a legal 
 
         7   description and map prepared, and some of them haven't 
 
         8   been done. 
 
         9             Then the facility enhancements.  We put in 
 
        10   funding in there to upgrade, restore, and rehabilitate 
 
        11   some of the facilities in the monument like the Santa Rosa 
 
        12   Mountain area campground, which, I think, is going to be 
 
        13   coming up on a separate agenda item today as well and some 
 
        14   other improvements.  In the Pinyon/Ribbonwood campground 
 
        15   areas, I think there's needs for improving the water 
 
        16   systems there and so on. 
 
        17             Guzzler repair in Cactus Spring.  Rehabilitation 
 
        18   primarily to provide water for bighorn sheep and whatever 
 
        19   other wildlife could use it.  And then visitor services, 
 
        20   in this instance, is focused on not the conservation 
 
        21   education kind of programs we talked about earlier, but 
 
        22   more finishing the improvements at Tewanet and also then 
 
        23   just having funds for graffiti removal in various areas 
 
        24   including perhaps actually buying the equipment that's 
 
        25   used, typically, to get rid of that.  So rather than being 
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         1   dependant on trying to get Caltrans or somebody else to go 
 
         2   out to do something, if we actually had the equipment, we 
 
         3   could have volunteers go out and take care of issues when 
 
         4   they come up.  So that's the million dollar wish list. 
 
         5             And then you can see, the next column over, 
 
         6   simply the scaling back to a $500,000 level.  And the 
 
         7   subcommittee actually didn't do this part of it.  We asked 
 
         8   Jim to go ahead and prepare the $500,000 version of this 
 
         9   so that we could have discussion of it this morning, so 
 
        10   that's the presentation from the steering committee. 
 
        11        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Thank you.  Questions for the 
 
        12   steering committee, please? 
 
        13        BARBARA GONZALEZ LYONS:  Yes.  I want to ask you 
 
        14   about the trails that you're talking about rerouting and 
 
        15   stuff.  You guys are making sure you work on making sure 
 
        16   they don't touch any cultural areas or native plants that 
 
        17   may be used for baskets or medicines or stuff like that? 
 
        18        BILL HAVERT:  I think any time they would have to do 
 
        19   a trail reroute, they'd have to go through the NEPA 
 
        20   process.  I would presume they would consult them. 
 
        21        BARBARA GONZALES-LYONS:  So we have it within our 
 
        22   guidelines with them, I think. 
 
        23        BILL HAVERT:  That's a good point. 
 
        24        BARBARA GONZALES-LYONS:  Yeah, just making sure those 
 
        25   things are taken care of.  And, also, on -- what was it? 
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         1   -- there's one area, and I can't remember it now what it 
 
         2   was. 
 
         3        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  We'll come back to you.  Al? 
 
         4        ALLAN MUTH:  This is a question, I guess, for Jim and 
 
         5   Bill.  If there are some significant differences in the 
 
         6   amount of allocated funds between the 500 you had to work 
 
         7   with and the million you had to work with, why are there 
 
         8   such differences?  What sort of importance did you place 
 
         9   on things that the subcommittee didn't?  Even if you 
 
        10   double yours, it doesn't come up to the totals that they 
 
        11   allocated. 
 
        12        JIM FOOTE:  Typically -- just to give you some 
 
        13   background -- annually, both forest service and BLM are 
 
        14   requested, from the Washington offices, to present 
 
        15   capability statements regarding what we do with or how we 
 
        16   would spend a million dollars.  That occurs early on, 
 
        17   should we get the add-on.  However, as time or as history 
 
        18   has shown, we did not get that amount, we received half 
 
        19   that amount.  And then the subsequent request is, well, 
 
        20   what will you do with half that amount?  And so we 
 
        21   typically try to see what we can cut back on where there 
 
        22   are programs that perhaps might be less important.  Rather 
 
        23   than just cut things in half, we want to still make sure 
 
        24   we retain capability in doing some programs in their 
 
        25   entirety, which means full funding for some of those or 
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         1   minimal cut back from a million dollar potential spread, 
 
         2   and that means some programs get no funding.  We would 
 
         3   rather do some programs well and complete than do all -- 
 
         4   try to do all the programs, but never complete any of 
 
         5   them.  So that's kind of the philosophy behind this thing 
 
         6   where we could in fact thus utilize half the amount of 
 
         7   money and get the work done. 
 
         8        ALLAN MUTH:  Okay. 
 
         9        JIM FOOTE:  But, open for discussion, please, on the 
 
        10   half million dollar side, if you have any other suggestion 
 
        11   where you would prefer to see monies put, we would love to 
 
        12   hear about that. 
 
        13        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Barbara? 
 
        14        BARBARA BERGMAN:  I just attended a CSA meeting -- 
 
        15   and that's the County service and fire protection -- and 
 
        16   there's a situation that's been brewing, and for about a 
 
        17   year, they've been claiming and talking and asking me to 
 
        18   be a part of this meeting as well.  We have a little fire 
 
        19   house that 30 years ago CSA built, and they're cramming 
 
        20   six and seven and eight firemen.  The CSA is funded, you 
 
        21   know, by taxes, so the community residents of Pinyon are 
 
        22   paying $25.00 a year, which isn't a lot, but we still are 
 
        23   funding all the fire protection in that area. 
 
        24             And as you want to develop that area and want to 
 
        25   invite people, the community is kind of asking who's going 
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         1   to help us with fire protection. 
 
         2             You have residents who really care about that 
 
         3   area -- and maybe people who don't know, people who come 
 
         4   and visit and flick cigarettes or do whatever they do -- 
 
         5   to add to fire safety. 
 
         6             And as you invite people up there, if you're 
 
         7   inviting them to a situation where there isn't a safety 
 
         8   protection for fire, you may have a lot more people in an 
 
         9   area that has less and less protection, so we're looking 
 
        10   at new equipment up there.  We're fairly financially well 
 
        11   able now, but we're protecting five years from now with 
 
        12   the changes up there. 
 
        13             What does the national monument -- I don't see 
 
        14   anything here -- what part do we play in understanding 
 
        15   that as we change that environment, we change all the 
 
        16   safety parameters?  So where does extra fire protection -- 
 
        17   when we looked at the fire hydrants, it was pretty scary. 
 
        18        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Jim, I think you have a 
 
        19   comment or two. 
 
        20        JIM FOOTE:  A couple of comments. 
 
        21        BARBARA BERGMAN:  They're actually looking at a new 
 
        22   station.  The grumblings are, we cannot fit in this 
 
        23   station.  Where do we start collaborating and saying we 
 
        24   really need a whole new system up there? 
 
        25        JIM FOOTE:  I'm providing background on that.  If you 
                                                                      14 
 
 
 
                  GILLESPIE REPORTING & DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT, INC. 



         1   look at one of the prior sheets -- that being the first 
 
         2   one which the continuation is on the second sheet -- these 
 
         3   were meant to provide background looking at how we had 
 
         4   potentially spread a million dollars for '07, which we did 
 
         5   not get, and, of course, we did not get allocation for 
 
         6   half that amount either.  But on the second sheet, you'll 
 
         7   see it says, expansion of Pinyon Fire Station to house the 
 
         8   BLM engine.  We had identified $50,000 from each agency on 
 
         9   that over the add-on -- or from the add-on money.  As we 
 
        10   went down the road and it appeared as if we might be 
 
        11   getting half that amount, the word I received, certainly 
 
        12   from the BLM side, was that an expenditure of this add-on 
 
        13   money for such purposes was not appropriate. 
 
        14        BARBARA BERGMAN:  We really loved seeing that engine, 
 
        15   big green truck.  It could go anywhere. 
 
        16        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  And I appreciate what you're 
 
        17   saying, and I do think that BLM and USFS has this as a 
 
        18   concern.  I am not sure its a monument concern.  And what 
 
        19   we're simply trying to do here is, if we were fortunate 
 
        20   enough to get some -- the monument was fortunate to get 
 
        21   some funding outside of their budget, how would we like to 
 
        22   see that used? 
 
        23         BARBARA BERGMAN:  If we're going to improve the 
 
        24   Santa Rosa Campground, we're taking everybody straight 
 
        25   through 74, straight through Pinyon to get there, so it is 
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         1   a monument issue because we are the monument.  As far as I 
 
         2   see it Pinyon is the monument.  And your tribal area is 
 
         3   the monument.  Whereas, down here, it's easy to sit here 
 
         4   and say that's the monument.  No.  We are the monument. 
 
         5   We bear the brunt of the monument.  And I would like to 
 
         6   guide bearing the brunt of the monument by being able to 
 
         7   live with the monument, support the monument, and have the 
 
         8   monument really support an understanding of what it is to 
 
         9   live on the monument. 
 
        10        JIM FOOTE:  Can I suggest that we have a presentation 
 
        11   at the next Monument Advisory Committee meeting regarding 
 
        12   this subject so we can get the appropriate people? 
 
        13        BARBARA BERGMAN:  The new fire chief is real 
 
        14   supportive.  He's overwhelmed, and I thought don't bring 
 
        15   him today, but maybe set it up for the next meeting when 
 
        16   Walt Halloway comes.  And I understand he lives in the 
 
        17   area as well.  He's so supportive.  There's a lot of, -- 
 
        18   you know -- there's a lot of talk that we don't hear down 
 
        19   here. 
 
        20        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  There must be some County 
 
        21   involvement too, I would think? 
 
        22        BARBARA BERGMAN:  Yeah, even CSA members.  The CSA is 
 
        23   guiding all the fire activities for the Pinyon area.  But 
 
        24   if we were alone in Pinyon and rerouted 74, it would be 
 
        25   one thing, but we're not.  And there's not complaints, but 
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         1   there's a reality that when we spend a hundred and 
 
         2   twenty-five thousand on a rescue, it's not for -- it is 
 
         3   for everybody.  That rescue squad goes up and picks up all 
 
         4   the bodies. 
 
         5             And just as a witness, I'm seeing a lot of 
 
         6   out-of-state, cute little old people driving that road who 
 
         7   don't know what they're doing.  And I'm seeing the effect 
 
         8   of the monument, and that's good.  We're inviting people. 
 
         9   The people are coming from out of state and using that 
 
        10   road.  And the issues won't change on 74, but they are 
 
        11   going to just get bigger. 
 
        12        BILL HAVERT:  Jim, one question:  That $50,000 that 
 
        13   you had on that other sheet for the expansion in the fire 
 
        14   station -- I guess the implication of that is that the BLM 
 
        15   engine exists somewhere now, and you're looking for a new 
 
        16   place to park it? 
 
        17        JIM FOOTE:  It exists at Pinyon Fire Station, but 
 
        18   it's, for the most part, just parked outside, and not 
 
        19   housed in a facility, which is not good for the engine. 
 
        20        BARBARA BERGMAN:  And it's not good for the guys 
 
        21   there.  Maybe we need to do a tour of the facilities and 
 
        22   see.  Their beds are bad.  Their rooms are small.  They're 
 
        23   on top of each other.  It's just not conducive to really 
 
        24   protecting that area. 
 
        25        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  And I still can appreciate 
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         1   your sentiments.  But even as communities grow and the 
 
         2   cities grow -- we have people that go through our city 
 
         3   too, and our emergency personnel have to handle that. 
 
         4        BARBARA BERGMAN:  But you have City funds, and we 
 
         5   have residents supporting the whole thing.  I'm looking 
 
         6   for collaboration.  That's all I'm saying.  I'm looking 
 
         7   from a view that you might not have because it's hard to 
 
         8   see it from this spot.  But when you're in it, you see it, 
 
         9   and you see the ability to collaborate, to really 
 
        10   facilitate everybody's way of being. 
 
        11        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Well, I think there's an 
 
        12   implication that we certainly would be supportive of it, 
 
        13   but we need to still find out what our legal position is 
 
        14   on that. 
 
        15        JEANNE WADE-EVANS:  You know what might be 
 
        16   interesting for the MAC is to sort of hear, generally, the 
 
        17   fire resources that are available because we are talking 
 
        18   about national forest system lands, we're talking about 
 
        19   Bureau of Land Management lands, we're talking about 
 
        20   community responsibilities, we're talking about City 
 
        21   responsibilities.  And really it takes all the parties 
 
        22   that come together to really deliver the protection level 
 
        23   here, we're talking about.  And it might be useful for the 
 
        24   MAC, if they want it, to just have an over tour of how 
 
        25   we're generally staffed in this area.  Well, we're already 
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         1   collaborating to provide that fire protection, and that 
 
         2   might just be useful information in which to couch any 
 
         3   decisions and any recommendations for additional 
 
         4   expenditures.  Some of it is federal, some of it is state, 
 
         5   some of it is county, some of it is community, and it all 
 
         6   comes to bear in terms of general fire protection 
 
         7   resources. 
 
         8        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  And I think that would be 
 
         9   part of what you were recommending to come back to the 
 
        10   next meeting. 
 
        11        BARBARA BERGMAN:  Even on fire prevention, you don't 
 
        12   see an awareness -- really raising the awareness -- of the 
 
        13   potential for fire up there.  It is devastating. 
 
        14         BILL HAVERT:  Well, and certainly there have been 
 
        15   devastating fires up there in the past, and obviously, 
 
        16   those do have an impact on the monument and the natural 
 
        17   resources.  And there's areas out there that used to be 
 
        18   Pinyon trees, and they're not there anymore.  I'm not sure 
 
        19   if there's a whole lot of propagation going on or not in 
 
        20   some of those areas. 
 
        21             I don't have a problem really with looking at 
 
        22   fire protection as part of the overall -- the monument 
 
        23   needs that as well as campgrounds as well as so on.  So I 
 
        24   guess the question also then becomes, what are the chances 
 
        25   of getting any of those sorts of funds through any other 
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         1   budget sources?  Are there other pots to BLM's base budget 
 
         2   and the Forest Services' base budget?  I just dont know 
 
         3   how the whole system works.  Are there any funds to go 
 
         4   after, that are specifically oriented toward fire safety 
 
         5   or firefighting?  Obviously, a lot of that money gets 
 
         6   spent every year on simply fighting the fires, much less 
 
         7   providing the equipment and the facilities to store the 
 
         8   equipment.  I mean, I could look at our list here.  And I 
 
         9   would be interested in hearing more from the forest 
 
        10   service perspective and the BLM firefighting perspective 
 
        11   and so on as to how critical the need is and those sorts 
 
        12   of things, and there probably are opportunities. 
 
        13             And I look at -- we set aside $20,000 for the 
 
        14   trails map and brochure; well, we might well be able to 
 
        15   get by with less than that because we do have other 
 
        16   sources that we're bringing to the table.  The Wilderness 
 
        17   Society has donated $10,000 that will come in.  They're 
 
        18   donating GIS work in that.  We've got -- the Friends has a 
 
        19   grant proposal right now to Southern California Edison 
 
        20   which we'll probably hear about maybe this month.  There's 
 
        21   money in there for trails and for some of the Visitor 
 
        22   Center stuff, so there may be some offsets coming down the 
 
        23   road here from other funding sources on some of these 
 
        24   things.  We've got $20,000 for the Santa Rosa Wilderness 
 
        25   Map, and I understand that that's a legal requirement, but 
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         1   I guess if push came to shove and we were talking about 
 
         2   some other fundamental sorts of things, you know, like 
 
         3   making sure that the fire folks have the capability of 
 
         4   doing a job to protect natural resources, that might be -- 
 
         5         BARBARA BERGMAN:  There's something really 
 
         6   inexpensive, and it's a huge impact:  We build big storage 
 
         7   tanks for water.  And part of the issue up there is water. 
 
         8   And with a collaborative effort, we build these big 
 
         9   storage tanks specifically that have to be filled by the 
 
        10   community and kept full for fire protection; we recycle 
 
        11   and use them.  But part of the problem is finding the land 
 
        12   to put them on, so the monument could set aside the safest 
 
        13   place to put up a water tank.  There would be a way to 
 
        14   really collaborate and to help protect by getting that 
 
        15   water, filling that tank, keeping it filled.  And it's not 
 
        16   expensive.  It's $10,000 to build a tank. 
 
        17         BILL HAVERT:  Here's a suggestion just for the 
 
        18   present since what we're really trying to focus on here is 
 
        19   justifying a million dollars, justifying $500,000.  And I 
 
        20   don't think that, if that money were appropriated by 
 
        21   congress, they're going to attach this list and say that's 
 
        22   the only way you can spend it, so I think we have some 
 
        23   flexibility. 
 
        24             And if we, you know, are comfortable with 
 
        25   something today that -- actually in this instance, we've 
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         1   got a lot of money in here earmarked for facility 
 
         2   enhancements, and facility enhancements is a pretty broad 
 
         3   category -- so if we agreed on something today, even if 
 
         4   congress appropriates this kind of money, the agency is 
 
         5   not going to see the money until at least October, and so 
 
         6   we would have an opportunity at the June meeting to maybe 
 
         7   have, you know, the fire folks come in, and get some more 
 
         8   information on that, and see if there are adjustments. 
 
         9        BARBARA BERGMAN:  And I didn't see the fire station, 
 
        10   but I was looking for the word "fire" somewhere so that we 
 
        11   would be able to say it was in there. 
 
        12        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Let's go to Jeff.  I think he 
 
        13   was pointing. 
 
        14        JEFF MORGAN:  Pinyon is an unincorporated area of the 
 
        15   County.  Generally unincorporated areas -- the County is 
 
        16   responsible for funding such improvements.  And maybe 
 
        17   discussions with the County might be more fruitful than 
 
        18   discussions with the MAC because, as Jim has already said, 
 
        19   this kind of appropriated money, add-ons, whatever you 
 
        20   want to call it, by Congresswoman Bono -- it's not 
 
        21   appropriate to spend the money building fire stations, as 
 
        22   Jim already said.  So maybe the County should be getting 
 
        23   involved in this. 
 
        24        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Absolutely. 
 
        25        JEFF MORGAN:  I know if Rancho Mirage needs a new 
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         1   fire station, the city puts together the funding and 
 
         2   builds one, as in La Quinta and as in other incorporated 
 
         3   areas, or they contract with CDF or someone to do this. 
 
         4        BARBARA BERGMAN:  Jeff Stone sent a representative to 
 
         5   the CSA meeting, and she was very supportive of the whole 
 
         6   project and very supportive of saying a collaboration 
 
         7   would be something she'll help us work on.  So the 
 
         8   assistant is really gung-ho, and she's aware, and they're 
 
         9   aware, but I promised I would bring it down and make it 
 
        10   aware to all of you. 
 
        11        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Over here first.  Al Muth. 
 
        12        ALLAN MUTH:  I just wanted to say that in all of 
 
        13   these deliberations of the facilities, etcetera, you need 
 
        14   to think of evacuation points to get people off of that 
 
        15   mountain.  If you're up on Santa Rosa Mountain, there's 
 
        16   only one way out of there, and we need to develop some 
 
        17   sort of chopper landing pads, designate those areas so we 
 
        18   can get people off the mountain, or you're toast. 
 
        19        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Bill, is that one of these 
 
        20   improvements here, because we talked about a helicopter 
 
        21   landing site? 
 
        22        JEFF MORGAN:  I think on Santa Rosa Mountain Road, 
 
        23   we've already removed some of the trees of the flat spot 
 
        24   where the helicopter would land.  I believe that's already 
 
        25   occurred.  It's just signage.  When we did this budget, it 
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         1   included signage, as such, to tell people where to go on 
 
         2   Santa Rosa Mountain Road in case of a fire. 
 
         3        BILL HAVERT:  Yeah, we did have that discussion about 
 
         4   the potential to do that out there and look at what's 
 
         5   already there and whether we'd need to clear a couple of 
 
         6   trees out of some area to have that sort of thing, I 
 
         7   think, especially in the million dollar version of this. 
 
         8        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Yeah. 
 
         9        LAURIE ROSENTHAL:  Greg, I don't know if you would be 
 
        10   able to speak to -- when you do your presentation on this 
 
        11   hour of the trail reduction project, if you could speak to 
 
        12   maybe these helicopter landings as well? 
 
        13        GREG ROSS:  Let me touch just a little bit on that. 
 
        14   My name Greg Ross.  I'm one of the district battalion 
 
        15   chiefs.  A few of us have met.  The Santa Rosa Truck Trail 
 
        16   did have hazard tree removal; that's been completed.  And 
 
        17   some of the ideas I hear happening, I think, can be 
 
        18   implemented maybe in the next project that I'm going to 
 
        19   introduce.  And these are ideas, recommendations, that we 
 
        20   can have you make to our team leader for some of this. 
 
        21             To meet some of the concerns that I've heard you 
 
        22   talk about here -- escape routes, landing zones -- these 
 
        23   are some things that might be able to be incorporated into 
 
        24   this next project that I'm going to be introducing here in 
 
        25   a little bit, so I would say hold on to those ideas, 
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         1   document them, and then we can pass it on to the folks 
 
         2   that are dealing with this next project that we're talking 
 
         3   about on Santa Rosa. 
 
         4        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Thank you.  Thank you, Greg. 
 
         5        LAURIE ROSENTHAL:  And what I wanted to say regarding 
 
         6   this other situation regarding the fire services is that 
 
         7   in the past sometimes -- the Monument Advisory Committee, 
 
         8   I think, is a very influential group of people, and maybe 
 
         9   at this next meeting, if we do have this discussion and 
 
        10   formulate some sort of recommendations, that maybe this 
 
        11   group could then have representatives go to the County or 
 
        12   go to other sources that might have funding and just be 
 
        13   one more influence on bringing forth funds.  That might be 
 
        14   something you all want to consider -- a recommendation 
 
        15   with some actions as a result of the last meeting. 
 
        16        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  I think when we have this 
 
        17   discussion, we should have the County here. 
 
        18        LAURIE ROSENTHAL:  Exactly. 
 
        19        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Please. 
 
        20        JEANNE WADE-EVANS:  Jeanne Wade.  There is an active 
 
        21   organization, collaborative organization, already at work 
 
        22   on these very issues.  Riverside and all those people are 
 
        23   a party to it, and that probably is, you know, a good 
 
        24   group to tap into in terms -- 
 
        25        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  I know that I have received 
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         1   e-mails all summer long about -- or all season last year 
 
         2   about various meetings of post concerns of the fire issue, 
 
         3   fire concerns, and escape routes, and somebody is meeting 
 
         4   that.  Unfortunately, I didn't go to those meetings, but 
 
         5   somebody sure is going to them.  They're a high priority 
 
         6   somewhere.  Did I see somebody?  Jeff? 
 
         7        JEFF MORGAN:  Yeah.  Also, regarding Pinyon, I think 
 
         8   the forest service is about to construct a firebreak 
 
         9   around Pinyon.  It's supposed to get off the ground fairly 
 
        10   soon this year; it's already happening, which should 
 
        11   improve fire safety in that area, you know, because this 
 
        12   is not a little hundred foot wide area.  It's up to 600 
 
        13   feet wide all around the community.  And it should have a 
 
        14   major effect on the safety of the community. 
 
        15        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Were you aware of that? 
 
        16        BARBARA BERGMAN:  I'm very aware of it. 
 
        17        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  You sound very unhappy with 
 
        18   it. 
 
        19        BARBARA BERGMAN:  No.  I have my opinions on erosion 
 
        20   and introduction of native species, and it was discussed 
 
        21   at length.  And I'm glad it isn't a 600-foot absolute 
 
        22   devastated -- it's okay, Greg.  I can live with it.  I 
 
        23   didn't like the destruction I saw, and I was astounded at 
 
        24   what I saw that went through the tribe, but I hope we're 
 
        25   better protected, and I'll say thank you if we are. 
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         1        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Thank you.  Thank you for 
 
         2   your comments.  Any more questions on Bill's report? 
 
         3             I have a question, Bill.  Under "Trails," where 
 
         4   it has Sloan property access -- I think you did hit on 
 
         5   that -- that that was -- some of that was outside of the 
 
         6   monument, but it would be a good place for a trailhead? 
 
         7        JEFF MORGAN:  The trailhead would be outside the 
 
         8   monument.  The trail is already in place.  It's an old 
 
         9   road that was constructed -- I don't know -- 30, 40 years 
 
        10   ago, and you can use the trail as is right now without any 
 
        11   work being done on it.  It's a little steep in one place, 
 
        12   but you can walk up it and walk down it and ride a horse 
 
        13   down it and ride a horse up it as it is right now.  It's 
 
        14   the access, the trailhead part that's missing. 
 
        15        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Okay.  Thank you.  Do you 
 
        16   have some additional comments on this item? 
 
        17        JIM FOOTE:  I would only ask if the advisory 
 
        18   committee wished to suggest any other changes on the 
 
        19   $500,000 suggested spread?  I'd certainly welcome those. 
 
        20        BILL HAVERT:  I'll just throw it out for 
 
        21   consideration.  On the trail map brochure -- since I think 
 
        22   we're going to be fairly successful with some of these 
 
        23   other funding sources and, you know -- so we might be able 
 
        24   to cut that back down on the $500,000 version to, say, 
 
        25   $10,000 and put that $10,000 into either, you know, 
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         1   something like conservation environmental education or 
 
         2   invasive species treatments.  Similarly, I was just going 
 
         3   to say that -- and this is just my bias -- that if we only 
 
         4   had the $500,000, I would probably just as soon defer to 
 
         5   the Santa Rosa Wilderness Map and put that money into one 
 
         6   of the other things as well. 
 
         7        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Well, that legal map that I'm 
 
         8   hearing -- isn't there a requirement for one of the 
 
         9   agencies to -- 
 
        10        JEFF MORGAN:  Well, it's multiagency.  The forest 
 
        11   service has completed their part of it.  The Santa Rosa 
 
        12   Wilderness is both BLM and forest service.  The forest 
 
        13   service has already completed that portion of it.  BLM has 
 
        14   not completed their portion of it. 
 
        15        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Why don't we send a letter to 
 
        16   BLM and tell them? 
 
        17        JIM FOOTE:  I'll pursue that to see what the status 
 
        18   is on that. 
 
        19        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Al? 
 
        20        ALLAN MUTH:  If we're going to pick up a straight 
 
        21   $10,000, the Cactus Spring, the water source, was not 
 
        22   funded in Jim's proposal.  I think we ought to stick some 
 
        23   money into that before there's some waterborne illness up 
 
        24   there. 
 
        25        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Okay.  Let me get this 
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         1   straight:  We have potentially 40,000 in total that is 
 
         2   being discussed here.  Ten of that would remain in the 
 
         3   trails brochure, as I understood the suggestion.  The 20 
 
         4   on the BLM's legal responsibility on this map -- I'm 
 
         5   comfortable taking that out and doing some shifting of 
 
         6   that because that is already a responsibility of an 
 
         7   agency.  And I think I heard Bill suggest 10 going back 
 
         8   into conservation environmental education.  Is it possible 
 
         9   to add a word to that title that would have environmental 
 
        10   education and fire prevention education or something that 
 
        11   gives us a little leeway, if we do get funds, that we are 
 
        12   very legitimate in moving it to some of these fire issues 
 
        13   where it would be appropriate? 
 
        14        BILL HAVERT:  Yeah.  In fact, I suppose you could 
 
        15   even -- depending what it was going to be, if it was sort 
 
        16   of the education side of it, then sure, it probably goes 
 
        17   there.  If it were actually building an overhang for an 
 
        18   engine, you would probably put it under facility 
 
        19   enhancements. 
 
        20        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  No, but you can do a lot of 
 
        21   things under education. 
 
        22        BARBARA GONZALES-LYONS:  But what about conservation? 
 
        23   Barbara Bergman was talking about a water tank and, you 
 
        24   know, $10,000, you said, for a water tank and the 
 
        25   property; something like that would -- it would be used 
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         1   through conservation and environmental education? 
 
         2        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  If I could throw a 
 
         3   perspective in here?  Every time some suborganization 
 
         4   comes along and suddenly votes their minimal funding level 
 
         5   to a project that is really the responsibility of another 
 
         6   agency, those agencies become less likely to fulfill their 
 
         7   own responsibility.  I think what our effort would be is 
 
         8   to stay attuned and put the pressure on the existing 
 
         9   agencies that have this responsibility to supply those 
 
        10   tanks, like the County, if that's the bottom line, if this 
 
        11   is a County responsibility. 
 
        12        BARBARA BERGMAN:  Except, at CSA we fund it out of 
 
        13   our CSA -- water tanks that would be used for any of that 
 
        14   land on fire.  So if you didn't have a national monument 
 
        15   there, I would agree, but we do.  If Pinyon was Pinyon 
 
        16   surrounded by nothing, but it isn't.  It's just a little 
 
        17   different. 
 
        18        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Well, Pinyon was Pinyon 
 
        19   before the monument was there, and it was still the 
 
        20   mountain, and it still had trees, and it still had fire 
 
        21   issues. 
 
        22        BARBARA BERGMAN:  And so you look at your residents 
 
        23   paying their taxes for fire protection. 
 
        24        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Yes, but there is no CSA that 
 
        25   is self-funded in their fire protection. 
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         1        BARBARA BERGMAN:  I can understand your point.  I 
 
         2   just say it's a little bit of misinterpretation.  If there 
 
         3   was land -- and the problem is you can't build these tanks 
 
         4   on private land -- if there was land, it wouldn't take 
 
         5   anything financially to take that land and donate it even 
 
         6   though it would be a financial transaction.  You would 
 
         7   have water protection for the people we invited to come 
 
         8   there to fight fire, to protect them.  It's just another 
 
         9   way to say see it. 
 
        10        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  And I understand.  But I 
 
        11   don't think we have any land to give away, BLM land. 
 
        12        JEFF MORGAN:  If the County, through its wisdom, 
 
        13   decides you need fire stations and water tanks, it's up to 
 
        14   them to go through the process of deciding where to go 
 
        15   and, you know, what kind of facilities there would be. 
 
        16   And if you think they need water tanks and discuss it with 
 
        17   the fire people and they say you need water tanks, I 
 
        18   suggest you go that route to the County and request that. 
 
        19   I have no problem with us supporting your request. 
 
        20        BARBARA BERGMAN:  No, I'm just feeling if those water 
 
        21   tanks were on national monument land -- 
 
        22        JEFF MORGAN:  The County can appropriate land and 
 
        23   purchase land to put its facilities on.  There's plenty of 
 
        24   private land around Pinyon.  There's 10,000 acres that I 
 
        25   can think of right now so I mean, a water tank needs less 
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         1   than one acre of land.  And I can look in the MLS now and 
 
         2   find you about 50 one-acre parcels that are for sale at 
 
         3   very reasonable prices. 
 
         4        BARBARA BERGMAN:  Influence from this community can 
 
         5   be to the County.  That's all I'm saying.  They're very 
 
         6   interested in being supportive. 
 
         7        JEFF MORGAN:  I think this committee would support 
 
         8   your efforts with the County to increase fire protection. 
 
         9        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Jeanne? 
 
        10        JEANNE WADE-EVANS:  A general comment on budget in 
 
        11   general:  When we prepared the remarks to send back up to 
 
        12   our regional office and our Washington office and state 
 
        13   office for BLM, we had some wording in there.  This sort 
 
        14   of depicts priority and focus.  And there is some 
 
        15   specificity.  But what we also did in that statement -- 
 
        16   pushing back -- we also encouraged to give priority where 
 
        17   there's partnerships, where there's money available to 
 
        18   leverage versus just when we have one-time expenditures 
 
        19   just to go buy something or pay for something.  If there 
 
        20   was, in this prioritization, an opportunity to leverage 
 
        21   any of these one-time funds, that also would give it some 
 
        22   priority, and that's the over-arching language that we had 
 
        23   when we sent that back. 
 
        24             I just add that because it's not apparent based 
 
        25   on just looking at the list, and we are sort of focused on 
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         1   each individual piece.  But the basic premise that the 
 
         2   agencies had was, there's high priority also to those 
 
         3   things that say, you know, if people can come together 
 
         4   about and share funds about and leverage, whether it's 500 
 
         5   or a million, to create more than a 500 or a million 
 
         6   dollars versus just the opposite. 
 
         7        BILL HAVERT:  And we did have that discussion at the 
 
         8   subcommittee meeting and charged Jim with flushing these 
 
         9   things out that would in part talk about what are the 
 
        10   benefits of these programs.  And then the component of 
 
        11   that would also be looking at exactly what other 
 
        12   partnership opportunities are here so we build the 
 
        13   strongest case. 
 
        14        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Yeah, and I think in 
 
        15   totality, this list that was put together was in hopes of 
 
        16   leveraging additional funds.  I don't know that we 
 
        17   originally -- that any intent was that any of these 
 
        18   dollars would be the project from beginning to end, but a 
 
        19   partnership of it.  And I still go back under the 
 
        20   conservation environmental education category -- well, 
 
        21   maybe facility enhancements might be -- what does it say 
 
        22   there?  Including Pinyon and Ribbonwood water?  Why don't 
 
        23   we put water, slash, fire systems?  It puts the word in 
 
        24   there. 
 
        25        JEFF MORGAN:  The water systems are -- for Pinyon and 
                                                                      33 
 
 
 
                  GILLESPIE REPORTING & DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT, INC. 



         1   Ribbonwood -- for the drinking water, to provide safe 
 
         2   drinking water.  That's it.  I mean, it's not a major 
 
         3   hydrant or anything. 
 
         4        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  I'm just trying to get the 
 
         5   words in there. 
 
         6        JEFF MORGAN:  I know. 
 
         7        JEANNE WADE-EVANS:  It's on page 2, not page 3. 
 
         8        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Yeah, on page 3, that's where 
 
         9   maybe, under facilities enhancements, we can put, area 
 
        10   campground, back country site improvements. 
 
        11        BILL HAVERT:  Take your language from the bottom of 
 
        12   the second page and integrate that into our language on 
 
        13   our third page. 
 
        14        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Campground improvements, 
 
        15   graffiti removal, fire response. 
 
        16        BILL HAVERT:  And Fire response? 
 
        17        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Yeah.  Okay.  But I think -- 
 
        18   did we still have some unallocated -- I think we still 
 
        19   have the 20,000 if we remove the legal description map. 
 
        20   The other 20 -- we're leaving 10 there and moving 10 up to 
 
        21   conservation environmental education. 
 
        22        ALLAN MUTH:  It was Cactus Spring. 
 
        23        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  It was Cactus Spring? 
 
        24        ALLAN MUTH:  Yeah. 
 
        25        JEANNE WADE-EVANS:  And how much was that?  15,000? 
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         1        JEFF MORGAN:  Well, there are two items.  It was 
 
         2   guzzler, and I'm not quite sure which guzzler it is. 
 
         3   Under Cactus Spring, the vegetation around the spring is 
 
         4   so overgrown that you can't reach the spring, neither can 
 
         5   the sheep or anything else.  It's an impenetrable barrier 
 
         6   of a mix of both native and non-native vegetation, so you 
 
         7   cannot actually get to the water source unless you're a 
 
         8   mouse. 
 
         9        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Okay.  So is the suggestion a 
 
        10   recommendation?  I'm unfamiliar with what would be 
 
        11   appropriate here.  The whole 20,000? 
 
        12        BILL HAVERT:  We had 15 under the million dollar 
 
        13   scenario. 
 
        14        ALLAN MUTH:  I was just proposing moving 10 from the 
 
        15   savings you get when you cut the trails back and the 
 
        16   brochure in half and with the required budget. 
 
        17        BARBARA GONZALES-LYONS:  So like 10 for the spring? 
 
        18        JEFF MORGAN:  For -- Cactus Spring really is the only 
 
        19   watershed in that area certainly for miles. 
 
        20        BARBARA GONZALES-LYONS:  Are you talking about, 
 
        21   mostly the work would be manual labor of pulling weeds and 
 
        22   plant life and what?  Repairing what?  Would there be any 
 
        23   kind repairs that had to be done? 
 
        24        JEFF MORGAN:  No.  It's a natural spring. 
 
        25        BARBARA GONZALES-LYONS:  So it would be more in 
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         1   respect of just eradicating noxious weeds and taking some 
 
         2   of the native weeds away from that area because it's both 
 
         3   native and invasive species? 
 
         4        JEFF MORGAN:  The native stuff generally doesn't 
 
         5   choke out the spring.  It's only when it mixes with the 
 
         6   other and it gets really dense. 
 
         7        BARBARA GONZALES-LYONS:  So you're talking about 
 
         8   doing more of a weed eradication of unnatural plant life 
 
         9   in that area? 
 
        10        JEFF MORGAN:  Yes, just where the spring actually 
 
        11   comes out of the ground. 
 
        12        BARBARA GONZALEZ-LYONS:  It's manual labor? 
 
        13        JEFF MORGAN:  It's manual labor, but the problem is, 
 
        14   it's a long walk to get there.  It's a couple of hours, 
 
        15   two and a half hours. 
 
        16        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  It sounds like right now, 
 
        17   with the employment opportunities in Coachella Valley, we 
 
        18   should be able to generate a labor force to go do this. 
 
        19        JEFF MORGAN:  That's what the money is for. 
 
        20        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  I don't think I said anything 
 
        21   politically incorrect, did I? 
 
        22        BARBARA GONZALES-LYONS:  But that's something the 
 
        23   tribe does within its own water work sources, and then we 
 
        24   work with BLM working on their side, so that's something 
 
        25   we already do. 
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         1        JEFF MORGAN:  It's just site specific in this case 
 
         2   instead of general. 
 
         3        BARBARA GONZALES-LYONS:  Right.  How far away is that 
 
         4   from the reservation?  We go so far into BLM.  We can't go 
 
         5   too far.  We would like to.  Actually, we would like to do 
 
         6   that.  We would like to work more on BLM side. 
 
         7        JIM FOOTE:  If I understand the reappropriation and 
 
         8   the respreading of this, if we were to take the $20,000 
 
         9   from the Santa Rosa Wilderness half, and have BLM assume 
 
        10   its own responsibilities for that and reduce the trails 
 
        11   map and brochure by 10,000 to 10,000, that would allow 
 
        12   10,000 more to be put into the Conservation Environmental 
 
        13   Education Program, 10,000 more into invasive species 
 
        14   treatment, and 10,000 for the guzzler repair at 
 
        15   Cactus Spring and the Cactus Spring rehabilitation. 
 
        16        ALLAN MUTH:  What guzzler is this, Jeff? 
 
        17        JEFF MORGAN:  The water had been turned off.  It's a 
 
        18   pipe with faucet and that kind of thing, and it needs 
 
        19   rehabilitation.  And there's another guzzler.  It should 
 
        20   be guzzlers. 
 
        21        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Barbara, did you have 
 
        22   something? 
 
        23        BARBARA GONZALES-LYONS:  No. 
 
        24        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  I remember, I believe, that 
 
        25   Buford was rather passionate about this one, wasn't he? 
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         1        JEFF MORGAN:  Buford certainly thinks this should be 
 
         2   in the budget. 
 
         3        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Okay.  Does everybody agree 
 
         4   to what it appears we have done with $40,000 -- 10,000 
 
         5   increase in conservation environmental, 10,000 remaining 
 
         6   in the trail's map, 10,000 to the guzzler and 10,000 to 
 
         7   the Cactus Spring? 
 
         8        BARBARA GONZALES-LYONS:  You only needed 15 total, 
 
         9   right?  So you dont need $20,000? 
 
        10        JEFF MORGAN:  15 total. 
 
        11        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  You guys are the ones that 
 
        12   came up with that, not me. 
 
        13        BILL HAVERT:  We're taking 30,000 total:  10 from the 
 
        14   brochure, the trails map brochure, and 20 from the map. 
 
        15   That gets spread.  10 to the conservation environmental 
 
        16   education, 10 to invasive species treatment, and 10 to 
 
        17   guzzler repair and Cactus Spring rehabilitation.  That's 
 
        18   what you said. 
 
        19        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Okay.  I didn't get the 10 to 
 
        20   invasive.  Is that already here -- the one that we're 
 
        21   increasing or one that were adding?  Okay.  Thank you. 
 
        22   Now, we don't have a quorum, so we can't necessarily 
 
        23   approve this, but I would entertain somebody's advisory 
 
        24   recommendation. 
 
        25        BILL HAVERT:  So have. 
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         1        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  I now have an advisory 
 
         2   recommendation.  Are those present in agreement? 
 
         3                        (Chorus of ayes) 
 
         4        GARY WATTS:  Can you explain real quickly to us 
 
         5   less-than-educated folks what an advisory recommendation 
 
         6   is? 
 
         7        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  I don't know.  But you're 
 
         8   going to be wanting one in a while, so you better like it. 
 
         9        GARY WATTS:  Yes, ma'am. 
 
        10        BOB LYMAN:  Is it appropriate at this point, based on 
 
        11   Barbara's comments, to forward those to the elected 
 
        12   official for that area and to his staff? 
 
        13        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  To forward who? 
 
        14        BOB LYMAN:  The Pinyon Project. 
 
        15        BARBARA BERGMAN:  And I would love to connect with 
 
        16   Opel, who is the legal secretary.  She was great at the 
 
        17   CSA meeting. 
 
        18         BOB LYMAN:  Well, I would take it to the chief of 
 
        19   staff and forward it to Supervisor Stone.  I'm asking for 
 
        20   the MAC -- because everybody kept pointing to the County; 
 
        21   there aren't a lot of us in here -- to forward that 
 
        22   concern.  Also, CSAs are a different animal.  They are not 
 
        23   CSDs.  They are not CFDs.  They are an entire different 
 
        24   animal.  And they require two-thirds vote for the 
 
        25   increase, so just be prepared.  But if it is the 
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         1   committee's pleasure, I will certainly forward it to 
 
         2   Supervisor Stone and his staff as a concern with the 
 
         3   station. 
 
         4        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Is that something that you 
 
         5   would put together and maybe e-mail out to -- 
 
         6        BOB LYMAN:  I can forward it to Jim? 
 
         7        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  And with MAC's concurrence, 
 
         8   forward it to Supervisor Stone, who I will also talk too. 
 
         9   Are we finished with that item? 
 
        10             Okay.  I'm trying to find out where we are here. 
 
        11   Discussion.  Yeah, we did finish that one.  This is a new 
 
        12   one:  Presentation to steering subcommittee by USFS 
 
        13   regarding recreation site facility.  And, Bill, you've 
 
        14   been rather active this last couple months.  Would you? 
 
        15        BILL HAVERT:  This is the meeting we had down at 
 
        16   La Quinta, and Terry was there.  Buford, who is actually 
 
        17   the chair of the steering subcommittee, was there -- Jeff, 
 
        18   myself, Jim.  I think we had a couple of non-MAC members 
 
        19   who happened to be there that day as well.  And the folks 
 
        20   who are also here this morning from the forest service did 
 
        21   a presentation to us regarding the recreation site 
 
        22   facility master planning process that they had recently 
 
        23   gone through, and they had come up with sort of their 
 
        24   preliminary results from that analysis.  And they -- I 
 
        25   won't say they left the meeting unscathed, but they did 
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         1   leave alive, so that was, I think, a significant 
 
         2   accomplishment for them that day.  Essentially, I won't go 
 
         3   into details of the process that they went through; I 
 
         4   think that's probably why they're here today, but the 
 
         5   outcome as presented to us was that things like the Santa 
 
         6   Rosa Mountains campground was essentially recommended for 
 
         7   decommissioning, i.e., get rid of it.  Pretty much most of 
 
         8   the facilities in the monument came under that category. 
 
         9   And I think the concept was, well, they're just not used 
 
        10   enough; they're too remote, not used enough.  So the 
 
        11   process that had been gone through tended to emphasize 
 
        12   places with high levels of use and so on and so forth.  So 
 
        13   the discussion that day was, I think, from the MAC's 
 
        14   perspective or the subcommittee's perspective, that while 
 
        15   these are remote, that actually is their appeal.  And that 
 
        16   should be also something that should be taken into 
 
        17   account, that you're trying to provide for diverse kinds 
 
        18   of users and diverse sorts of experiences, and just 
 
        19   because something is remote shouldn't, in and of itself, 
 
        20   mean don't put your funding into that. 
 
        21             And so we had a conversation about the fact that 
 
        22   it didn't really look good if everything in the monument 
 
        23   was on the block for, we don't need these facilities 
 
        24   anymore or we can't afford those facilities.  And, again, 
 
        25   since the monument is a especially designated area, that 
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         1   that should also factor into the process somehow, that you 
 
         2   would want to keep the facilities alive and well in the 
 
         3   monument to serve the visitors. 
 
         4             And I think the rest of the discussion had to do 
 
         5   with the potential for some partnerships that there maybe 
 
         6   were other folks who might be willing to get involved in 
 
         7   some of these locations.  The Pinyon is quite driven with 
 
         8   equestrian -- centered around the equestrian campground in 
 
         9   Santa Rosa, so maybe it deserves some additional 
 
        10   consideration. 
 
        11             And so I think then some discussions, after the 
 
        12   internal meeting, for the forest service.  There was a 
 
        13   follow-up meeting with the steering subcommittee where the 
 
        14   -- I think there was an understanding at that point that 
 
        15   maybe some of these facilities ought to be kept open and 
 
        16   rehabilitated and that the focus should then shift to how 
 
        17   can we do that, or who can we bring together to make that 
 
        18   happen?  And so that was really the follow-up meeting. 
 
        19               And as you saw in this budget, under the 
 
        20   million dollar scenario, we actually identified funds to 
 
        21   do some of those very improvements to keep those 
 
        22   campgrounds and facilities open.  So that's really the 
 
        23   report from the subcommittee.  And I guess, the rest of 
 
        24   the report comes from the forest service. 
 
        25        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Thank you, Bill.  Any 
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         1   questions for Bill on that?  Okay.  I think, Kermit, are 
 
         2   you -- 
 
         3        KERMIT JOHANSSON:  I'm going to run through this 
 
         4   briefly what it is we're -- where we are, what it is we're 
 
         5   doing, and sort of the summary of what we had last time, 
 
         6   and then just to let you know that we have -- forest 
 
         7   service started this process about two years ago, and it 
 
         8   had to do with all the recreation facilities we've had 
 
         9   over time, everything we've come down the road with for 
 
        10   years.  We've always had recreation sites out there. 
 
        11   There's some left, some disappeared, some came back, new 
 
        12   ones developed over the years, but it's never been an 
 
        13   overall coherent look at it. 
 
        14             So the chief of the forest service said I want 
 
        15   an overall plan from everybody about what we're going to 
 
        16   keep and what we're going to carry forward.  And does our 
 
        17   recreation program fit the current objectives of what 
 
        18   we're doing today?  So that was the whole thing. 
 
        19             It's called the Recreation Facilities Master 
 
        20   Plan Program.  I'm just going to give you an overview. 
 
        21   I'm going to walk you down to see the different steps. 
 
        22   I'm not going to tell how it's calculated, but I'll give 
 
        23   you the calculation sheet.  The last time at the steering 
 
        24   committee, we concentrated on the last three items of the 
 
        25   total sheets.  I didn't bring the plan because basically, 
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         1   again, we were not that fluid out on the table.  They said 
 
         2   we need to look at this a little better about the public 
 
         3   involvement, so they clustered everything back and said 
 
         4   we're going to look at it again to make sure we do 
 
         5   everything with public involvement.  But the part of -- 
 
         6   the crux of the problem is the actual plan of putting it 
 
         7   up in public is a little bit -- it's hard to read.  You've 
 
         8   got the codes and AIC dash or comma NIC -- and it's one 
 
         9   these things where it could be a little bit better.  We'll 
 
        10   talk about the issues we had last time with the closing of 
 
        11   the -- telling what sites we have tentatively proposed. 
 
        12   We're still in the area of flux, we're in the area of 
 
        13   change, and we're looking for partners and so forth to 
 
        14   help this.  If we can get partnerships together, then our 
 
        15   plan will come out, and it will say these areas are not 
 
        16   supported by this; it's going to be kept up open.  So our 
 
        17   intent is to work with the public.  If we can keep things 
 
        18   open, especially if we see something that people have a 
 
        19   strong feeling about, we'll revise it and think it over 
 
        20   because that's the process; that's the purpose of the 
 
        21   public involvement.  It's not just to present, but also to 
 
        22   change what we have. 
 
        23             So back to the RSFMP, the Recreation Facilities 
 
        24   Master Plan -- we can just call it Rec planning -- 
 
        25   basically, you've got a whole lot of demand out here. 
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         1   You've got a certain amount of -- you've got a lot of 
 
         2   campers, you've got a lot of campgrounds where we don't 
 
         3   have everything and not everything fits.  Not all the 
 
         4   campgrounds and not all the sites fit the public needs 
 
         5   that we have in this complex, and that's what we call the 
 
         6   "niche."  What this is for is supply that fits.  Within 
 
         7   our limited supply for the large demand, what does it have 
 
         8   that we can deliver effectively that people want.  So 
 
         9   that's the crux of what they want the plan to do, to say 
 
        10   look at what's important.  Don't just drag everything down 
 
        11   the centuries with you.  If that doesn't work, don't worry 
 
        12   about keeping it.  We don't have the money anyway. 
 
        13             So we start with data preparation down here in 
 
        14   the niche workshop, and these basically have been done 
 
        15   in-house at the time.  I think that now their process goes 
 
        16   with foresight; it starts with a little more public 
 
        17   involvement up closer to the niche workshop, which would 
 
        18   have been handy.  Then we go through a ranking process, 
 
        19   and I'll explain that a little more what the ranking 
 
        20   things are; then we come out with an action plan.  That's 
 
        21   what we headed toward last time.  It was a tentative 
 
        22   action plan of what we intend to do.  We fly the action 
 
        23   plan out to the public.  They make comments.  We come back 
 
        24   and revise it and then come up with a final five-year 
 
        25   plan.  So we are sort of in this.  We have done our 
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         1   ranking, sort of, and we're going to go back, and we can 
 
         2   change this ranking any time we wish based on other input. 
 
         3   And then we come out with a five-year plan that will go 
 
         4   through the public involvement stages. 
 
         5             Again, this chart with all the blocks and stuff 
 
         6   like that -- the site inventory, the recreation program 
 
         7   niche -- we find out where we're efficient, where we do 
 
         8   best in terms of the ranking and then come out with a 
 
         9   five-year plan.  We are right in here where we have a 
 
        10   proposed five-year plan based on the ranking that we had, 
 
        11   and that was that little sheet we handed out in the 
 
        12   steering committee.  I didn't bring it this time because 
 
        13   it's hard to read and basically concentrated on the last 
 
        14   three things, which is important to the committee.  And 
 
        15   we'll when we go through the next -- when we get into 
 
        16   public involvement, we set it back a little while just 
 
        17   because of the flux and the examination of the forest 
 
        18   service itself in its own process to make sure it's more 
 
        19   understandable to people, that we'll come out with a 
 
        20   little bit better product that's more readable. 
 
        21             Basically, we have ranking in this thing.  It's 
 
        22   a big spreadsheet that goes on forever.  If we really want 
 
        23   to see more, I've got the entire 5,000 pages of blocks of 
 
        24   spreadsheet in my pocket here if we want to put it up on 
 
        25   the computer, but essentially, they just take it and say 
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         1   does this site conform to our niche that we're trying to 
 
         2   develop and does the financial sustainability of this site 
 
         3   -- can we afford to pay for it?  Is it easy to maintain? 
 
         4   That is 35 percent of the ranking.  And then the 
 
         5   environmental sustainability, and is this thing in the 
 
         6   middle of an area that's hard -- is it good for the 
 
         7   environment, like the Yellow Legged Frog and so forth, or 
 
         8   is there a sensitive plant in the area, and then community 
 
         9   sustainability.  Does this support the community?  Does 
 
        10   the community depends on this product, or this demand, 
 
        11   this service, to stay intact for a certain segment of its 
 
        12   population? 
 
        13             So after all those words are said, the product 
 
        14   is a large bureaucratic piece of paper that comes out like 
 
        15   this.  We sort of take our plan and put it together.  But 
 
        16   the important piece of this piece of paper is where we 
 
        17   start coming down to the bottom, and we've got these 
 
        18   blanks here of sites that's have been closed, and that's 
 
        19   to operating efficiency.  Everything is based on a certain 
 
        20   amount of ranking in the niches over there.  I bring this 
 
        21   piece of paper for shock and awe rather than 
 
        22   understanding.  I don't expect anyone to explain it.  I 
 
        23   think the biggest issue is we, the Santa Rosa Campground, 
 
        24   which is what we had proposed -- there's five items down 
 
        25   here at the bottom:  Bolder Basin Picnic, Bolder Basin 
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         1   Campground, Crest Park Picnic, Kent Cave Group campground, 
 
         2   Big Pine Group campground, Mill Creek picnic, and 
 
         3   Santa Rosa Campground, Santa Rosa Springs Campground for 
 
         4   closure.  And that -- of the ones is of most interest is 
 
         5   the -- for this group -- is the Santa Rosa Springs 
 
         6   Campground, which has come out lowest.  Questions? 
 
         7        JEFF MORGAN:  Yes.  Instead of starting your closing 
 
         8   down there where you have nothing.  In your budget process 
 
         9   and ranking of this thing, wouldn't it be up here 
 
        10   somewhere that you could be closing, depending on your 
 
        11   budget process from here? 
 
        12        KERMIT JOHANSSON:  Yes.  Some forests have run into 
 
        13   that problem.  They ran out of money early. 
 
        14        JEFF MORGAN:  So it's not just the Santa Rosa Springs 
 
        15   that it would affect?  We've also got the Ribbonwood 
 
        16   Equestrian camp and the Cahuilla Tewanet interpretive site 
 
        17   and so on and so forth? 
 
        18        KERMIT JOHANSSON:  These rankings are -- yes.  These 
 
        19   items are kept open because we have the buildings for them 
 
        20   more easily.  These were harder to maintain, and they 
 
        21   dropped out of the efficiency factor.  But you're right. 
 
        22   Some forests ran out of money way up here.  We actually 
 
        23   still have money.  We're trying to keep ourselves intact 
 
        24   because as time goes on, nothing gets easy, nothing gets 
 
        25   cheaper.  We better have a certain amount of money for 
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         1   budget for slack as time goes on. 
 
         2        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  I saw Bill go up first. 
 
         3         BILL HAVERT:  To cut to the chase, based on the 
 
         4   conversations that we had at the last steering 
 
         5   subcommittee meeting, do you in envision that 
 
         6   recommendation changing? 
 
         7        KERMIT JOHANSSON:  Yes.  We are making a proposal 
 
         8   today to request for assistance in the Santa Rosa 
 
         9   Campground.  We would like to keep it open. 
 
        10        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  You're make that proposal to 
 
        11   us? 
 
        12        KERMIT JOHANSSON:  We're going to make that proposal. 
 
        13   John Ladley is going to come up after I'm done here to 
 
        14   make that proposal to you. 
 
        15        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Okay.  I was trying to -- I 
 
        16   didn't know if it was being done in Washington DC or 
 
        17   something. 
 
        18        KERMIT JOHANSSON:  It's pretty close to the ground. 
 
        19   All this is pretty close to the ground.  It's nuts and 
 
        20   bolts. 
 
        21        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  And was there another 
 
        22   question, Jeanne? 
 
        23        JEANNE WADE-EVANS:  I wanted to make a comment.  It's 
 
        24   easy to confuse this sort of analysis with a budget 
 
        25   exercise.  Really the intent was to initially look at the 
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         1   fact that we've got aging facilities, we've got a changing 
 
         2   population, we have changing demands on the land and, 
 
         3   through some ranking factors, to figure out sort of what's 
 
         4   our most efficient sort of recreation site view on these 
 
         5   and based on how people vision that.  The budget exercise 
 
         6   is actually going to be a separate thing as well.  So I 
 
         7   just wouldn't want us to right up front say this is a 
 
         8   budget exercise because that's not what it is.  It's a 
 
         9   most-efficient recreation visitor opportunity 
 
        10   across-the-nation exercise based on these general ranking 
 
        11   factors that we could tweak based on how we understand 
 
        12   that, but just to know that.  But there is then the 
 
        13   reality of the budget at some point.  There's two things 
 
        14   going on. 
 
        15        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Thank you, Jeff you're next. 
 
        16        JEFF MORGAN:  I would just like to comment on -- 
 
        17   you're doing this as a whole forest service process.  And 
 
        18   the National Monument is a special area that should be 
 
        19   separated from the whole giant forest service kind of 
 
        20   proposals.  The national Monument was designated to 
 
        21   protect, conserve, announce recreation, etcetera, 
 
        22   etcetera.  You know, someone probably has a copy of it 
 
        23   right here right now.  And this kind of action that was 
 
        24   proposed is not in keeping with the spirit of the 
 
        25   monument.  And as the forest service is a partner in the 
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         1   monument, they should look at these things separately than 
 
         2   this big picture.  And I encourage you to do that.  In 
 
         3   fact I urge you to do that. 
 
         4        KERMIT JOHANSSON:  That is good information.  And I 
 
         5   think that I would say you're probably right.  We looked 
 
         6   at it all in the big picture with the same emphasis.  And 
 
         7   we'll go back, and when we start our public review, we'll 
 
         8   incorporate that but as a comment right now, a working 
 
         9   comment, yes, I think we'll consider that.  And I think it 
 
        10   sort of fits in the niche thing. 
 
        11             This is a living product, and it shows you a 
 
        12   process.  That is really all it's supposed to show you. 
 
        13   That's why we don't get to get hung up in the actual plan 
 
        14   I would carry in and put the blocks there.  We don't want 
 
        15   to get hung up on the actual nuts and bolts in the 
 
        16   process.  Just I guess suffice us to say that it starts 
 
        17   with a process and sort of ends with us sitting around the 
 
        18   table and saying no, we don't want to do that type thing. 
 
        19   So that's kind of where we are today is the steering 
 
        20   committee said we ain't buying that.  So we've come back, 
 
        21   and we're asking for cooperation in the keeping of this 
 
        22   area open and more information if we've missed it.  And I 
 
        23   think that comment is well taken, and I'll note that. 
 
        24             John, would you like to come up and talk about 
 
        25   -- are we closed on this, the process itself, or do you 
                                                                      51 
 
 
 
                  GILLESPIE REPORTING & DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT, INC. 



         1   want to skip to the actual -- 
 
         2        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  No, I want to take a second 
 
         3   here.  Bill, you had your hand up.  I want to make sure we 
 
         4   get these questions. 
 
         5        BILL HAVERT:  Mine was just an observation that when 
 
         6   we were getting an even more in-depth presentation at the 
 
         7   subcommittee, I think one of the concerns that the 
 
         8   subcommittee shared is whether there is a bias built into 
 
         9   this system in favor of more well-used facilities as 
 
        10   opposed to the smaller specialized sorts of things that 
 
        11   serve a smaller number of people, but they're definitely 
 
        12   meeting an important need, especially in the context, as 
 
        13   Jeff was talking about, when it's in a special area, 
 
        14   National Monument, and when there's very few visitor 
 
        15   opportunities in the National Monument, so those that are 
 
        16   there should have added importance by virtue of their 
 
        17   merit and their uniqueness as well even though they are 
 
        18   serving a relatively small amount of people. 
 
        19        LAURIE ROSENTHAL:  You're talking about a spectrum of 
 
        20   opportunities as opposed to just the crowded big 
 
        21   campgrounds? 
 
        22        BILL HAVERT:  Uh-huh. 
 
        23        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Al? 
 
        24        ALLAN MUTH:  My comments parallel those of Bill. 
 
        25   This may be a process to you, but to the community out 
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         1   here, it looks like all the needed facilities in the 
 
         2   monument are in jeopardy of being closed.  What kind of a 
 
         3   message does that send if you close what's there?  How do 
 
         4   you go about enhancing the monument for visitor services 
 
         5   and such?  This is more than a process, this is a 
 
         6   perception that's going to come out of this and look as if 
 
         7   this is in jeopardy. 
 
         8        KERMIT JOHANSSON:  Let me answer that.  Yes, I agree 
 
         9   with you.  A little bit of that is, I would say you're 
 
        10   right about the process and possibly not emphasizing the 
 
        11   monument facilities, but the next step we would go 
 
        12   through, like this Corridor Management Plan, is again, our 
 
        13   efforts to somewhat go back the other way and put emphasis 
 
        14   back on a -- try to chase some funding through that.  And 
 
        15   I don't want to keep going back to funding, but it's 
 
        16   another emphasis of -- a lot of the people that travel the 
 
        17   monument are mostly roaded people; not all, but that's a 
 
        18   large emphasis.  When we go back to the supply niche, 
 
        19   unfortunately, we chase a majority of the characteristics 
 
        20   of the 14 million people in the basin, but not enough of 
 
        21   that group that still gets off the road. 
 
        22        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Yeah, I think if I could 
 
        23   comment; first, I would like to ask a question.  And I 
 
        24   understand that this is a modeling and this is a way of 
 
        25   getting something and then, through public input, can 
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         1   modify.  Is there anything in the organization that takes 
 
         2   national monuments -- not only ours, but there are other 
 
         3   national monuments -- and treats them differently? 
 
         4   Apparently, they are just throwing it into this model. 
 
         5        KERMIT JOHANSSON:  Yeah.  I think what we need to do 
 
         6   is -- we never really thought about it -- when you do the 
 
         7   performance niche is to take 35 percent.  We might call 
 
         8   out the National Monument as a prime important piece. 
 
         9   Maybe we'll go back and look at that. 
 
        10        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Yeah, because I do have the 
 
        11   language here, and I could take a lot of people's time and 
 
        12   read it to you, but it was created specifically, as all 
 
        13   national monuments are.  So it was kind of taken out of 
 
        14   the lump and put aside, so it probably should have a 
 
        15   different category, and I agree with Jeff, and I certainly 
 
        16   thank him for bringing that point forward. 
 
        17        KERMIT JOHANSSON:  I think both points have been 
 
        18   well-taken.  And that's what the forest service did is, it 
 
        19   said let's go back and look at this.  Maybe we need a 
 
        20   little more public involvement in this niche.  And they're 
 
        21   doing that with the forest service to start.  We were 
 
        22   pretty much past that.  And I would say that we probably 
 
        23   just need to reexamine it, and then we would go back to 
 
        24   these numbers or to these niche numbers right here.  If 
 
        25   this conformed us and if that changed it somewhat, it 
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         1   would move probably up the scale even as such, but we'll 
 
         2   certainly look at that.  And that's our purpose of being 
 
         3   here.  But we're also here because even if the thing moved 
 
         4   up here, we'd still be here. 
 
         5        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Right.  Jeanne? 
 
         6        JEANNE WADE EVANS:  I mean, we have, as the whole 
 
         7   country, sort of backed up in this process because it 
 
         8   became apparent that this analysis process wasn't being 
 
         9   communicated to people that had specific interest as well 
 
        10   as it needed to be.  And it's not just here on the 
 
        11   San Bernardino National Forest; it was sort of 
 
        12   agency-wide.  And so we actually have taken more than one 
 
        13   step back to have these kinds of discussions. 
 
        14        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  And that's all good.  It all 
 
        15   came out of -- it all came out of creating and modeling to 
 
        16   begin with, so that's all good.  Now, were you finished? 
 
        17   Were we trying to move on to John? 
 
        18        KERMIT JOHANSSON:  We're going to move to John now 
 
        19   unless -- I just came about the process, and we had 
 
        20   discussed it, and we don't want to get too bogged down in 
 
        21   the process. 
 
        22        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  No.  One more.  Barbara? 
 
        23        BARBARA BERGMAN:  I'm looking at environmental 
 
        24   sustainability and seeing 20 percent and I'm trying -- the 
 
        25   environmental national monument is to conserve and 
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         1   protect, and we have an area up there that really needs 
 
         2   stewardship and protection, so maybe this model doesn't 
 
         3   necessarily even fit.  I know you want that area used, but 
 
         4   the way it's used under the national monument heading, I 
 
         5   think, needs to be done in a way that says we bring people 
 
         6   there, and we teach them a way of being there.  And maybe 
 
         7   John is going to attend to how do we take that area -- if 
 
         8   we open it back up to use -- how do you have that area 
 
         9   used, because it's a whole different category?  It's not 
 
        10   just a campground down the road or a picnic area. 
 
        11        KERMIT JOHANSSON:  Are you talking about a general 
 
        12   area or are you talking about in -- 
 
        13        BARBARA BERGMAN:  I'm saying in ranking, it doesn't 
 
        14   seem to fit the national monument area.  20 percent of 
 
        15   environmental sustainability does not seem high enough of 
 
        16   importance for the area we're talking about. 
 
        17        KERMIT JOHANSSON:  I'm still a little confused.  What 
 
        18   area? 
 
        19        BARBARA BERGMAN:  If you're talking specifically 
 
        20   right now about the national monument involvement with the 
 
        21   Santa Rosa -- that campground area.  I see it differently 
 
        22   than -- and I shouldn't -- but I do see it differently 
 
        23   than an area that you pull into a cement parking lot and 
 
        24   it's easy and it's a picnic table.  It's different. 
 
        25        KERMIT JOHANSSON:  It is different.  This thing works 
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         1   well for developed sites that have an entry sign and you 
 
         2   go in and the roads are paved.  It doesn't work as well 
 
         3   for Santa Rosa, which is part of the problem, because it's 
 
         4   more of a disperse site, and it's spread out.  In fact, we 
 
         5   just sort of -- if somebody hadn't named it Santa Rosa 
 
         6   Campground, it wouldn't be on this list.  It just short of 
 
         7   happened as a -- it would be more of a dispersed area. 
 
         8        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Lets de-name it. 
 
         9        BARBARA BERGMAN:  I'm saying we designated it 
 
        10   National Monument for a really specific reason. 
 
        11        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Sure.  And I think that they 
 
        12   have accepted that and agreed to it.  Hopefully we're 
 
        13   going to hear a proposal; is that what I heard? 
 
        14        KERMIT JOHANSSON:  Yeah.  That was what John is going 
 
        15   to do.  He's going to talk specifically about Santa Rosa 
 
        16   Campground.  Do you need that picture up there for 
 
        17   anything, John? 
 
        18        JOHN LADLEY:  It wouldn't hurt.  Sure we can put it 
 
        19   up there. 
 
        20        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Kermit, thank you, and stay 
 
        21   handy. 
 
        22        KERMIT JOHANSSON:  Okay. 
 
        23        JOHN LADLEY:  Okay.  I'm John Ladley, recreational 
 
        24   officer on the San Jacinto ranger district.  I appreciate 
 
        25   the explanation of the process.  I do want to emphasize 
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         1   that this is a nationwide process.  And I think overall 
 
         2   it's a good process.  It's probably not a perfect process, 
 
         3   but we're looking at all of our facilities nationwide and 
 
         4   then down, you know, to the region, to the forest, and 
 
         5   then down into specific facilities on the ground. 
 
         6             It's kind of a right sizing because nationwide 
 
         7   and on this force as well, the bottom line is, we cannot 
 
         8   afford to maintain all the facilities that we have, and 
 
         9   what was appropriate 30 years ago may or may not be 
 
        10   appropriate now.  So I think it's healthy to step back and 
 
        11   take a look at what we've got, and are we doing what we 
 
        12   should be doing currently and for the future? 
 
        13             So with that being said, how I see it rolling 
 
        14   out to Santa Rosa -- and as the recreation officer, I'm in 
 
        15   charge with managing a number of different things on the 
 
        16   district. 
 
        17             Some of my challenges with Santa Rosa. 
 
        18   Basically this area does not generate fees, which kind of 
 
        19   puts aside a disadvantage within this process.  I'm not 
 
        20   advocating a fee structure for Santa Rosa, so don't 
 
        21   misread me on that.  You know, the bottom line reality for 
 
        22   me is, it doesn't generate fees.  It is a dispersed use 
 
        23   area with fairly low use.  And the logistics for us to 
 
        24   manage that are fairly expensive because of the distance 
 
        25   and travel time.  So on the economic side, it ranks pretty 
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         1   low in this process because of the cost per visitor day. 
 
         2             The other side of that is that this process has 
 
         3   focused some attention and generated some interest and 
 
         4   some concern for the Santa Rosa area.  Personally, I find 
 
         5   that kind of exciting -- I really do -- that it has, if 
 
         6   nothing else, brought to the forefront the discussion of 
 
         7   this area on the monument, and I think that's kind of 
 
         8   neat.  Of course, the lynching you were talking about the 
 
         9   other day wasn't quite so exciting. 
 
        10        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Actually, I thought that 
 
        11   campground was now in my backyard. 
 
        12        JOHN LADLEY:  But I do think it's pretty neat that we 
 
        13   are talking about the monument and, you know, that we're 
 
        14   focusing some attention on this area because what I see in 
 
        15   this area -- and this is kind of an oblique of the top of 
 
        16   Santa Rosa -- it does offer a very unique experience, a 
 
        17   dispersed experience, a fairly low visitor use experience 
 
        18   that I think is really unique and special in Southern 
 
        19   California.  There's not too many areas like that.  In 
 
        20   that context, I look at the discussions of it as being 
 
        21   pretty neat, that if nothing else, we generated, you know, 
 
        22   a reason to really look at this area, and what are we 
 
        23   doing with it, and where are we going for the future. 
 
        24             One of the last meetings, I was asked to put 
 
        25   together some costs and what it takes for us to manage and 
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         1   maintain that area, as well as some costs associated with 
 
         2   any improvements.  And I'll go ahead and pass this out. 
 
         3   This is just a draft, and it's estimated numbers, and they 
 
         4   are ballpark numbers.  They're not exact figures.  Let me 
 
         5   go ahead and hand some of those out. 
 
         6             One of the things that's been discussed that 
 
         7   would help us with this process, as well as the management 
 
         8   of that area, would be to pull in a partner or partners, 
 
         9   some type of collaboration.  And we have some of that 
 
        10   going, but if we really kind of bump that up.  And with 
 
        11   the care of that area, the maintenance of that area, the 
 
        12   improvements in that area -- and by improvements I'm not 
 
        13   talking about really new construction. 
 
        14             I'm talking about refreshing what we already 
 
        15   have, bringing our yellow post sites or our dispersed camp 
 
        16   sites back up to standards, potentially removing one or 
 
        17   two where they're probably not as well situated as they 
 
        18   could be, but also adding additional ones to make up for 
 
        19   that in areas that are populated and that are adapted for 
 
        20   that type of use, possibly replacing the restroom up 
 
        21   there, looking at do we want the restroom in its existing 
 
        22   location, or would it be more appropriate in another 
 
        23   location on top of that mountain, probably doing a little 
 
        24   bit of work with the spring there and the drainage of that 
 
        25   spring, the Santa Rosa Spring, minor tweaks to what we 
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         1   already have up there to bring them back up to standards 
 
         2   because current conditions are pretty rough, and we need 
 
         3   to do something at this point.  I go up there.  I think 
 
         4   that's a gorgeous area.  I'm kind of embarrassed by the 
 
         5   facilities that we do have up there.  I think that's 
 
         6   nicely put.  Basically, they need some work. 
 
         7        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Now that you've sent this out 
 
         8   -- and we understand it's just a draft -- but if you take 
 
         9   the word "draft" out of it, what really is it?  I mean, is 
 
        10   this a proposal to us?  Is this a proposal to your own 
 
        11   budget process as the year comes along, or what is this? 
 
        12        JOHN LADLEY:  Basically, Buford asked me to prepare 
 
        13   what the associated costs are with managing specifically 
 
        14   the Santa Rosa area, the yellow post sites and all. 
 
        15        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Right.  And we do need to 
 
        16   keep referring that this is a wish list?  This is not in 
 
        17   anybody's budget.  This is if we get that magic phone call 
 
        18   one day that says, "What will you do with a million 
 
        19   dollars?"  And Jim says "Oh, do I have a list for you." 
 
        20   So that's where that is.  So while we indicated here that 
 
        21   we would certainly like to participate in this activity, 
 
        22   it depends on that phone call.  So what is this? 
 
        23        JOHN LADLEY:  Basically, it's just information, just 
 
        24   to show you what our associated costs with managing that 
 
        25   area is on an annual basis, as well as if we wanted to 
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         1   improve some of these facilities up there, the ballpark 
 
         2   costs of them. 
 
         3        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Where does this money 
 
         4   potentially come from if you decided you wanted to do 
 
         5   this? 
 
         6        JOHN LADLEY:  That would potentially come from either 
 
         7   a partner, from the forest service budget, from the BLM 
 
         8   earmark. 
 
         9        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Okay. 
 
        10        BILL HAVERT:  Part of what we were discussing at the 
 
        11   last steering subcommittee meeting was, you know, are 
 
        12   there ways in which we could cut some of these costs, 
 
        13   especially some of the ongoing costs.  And one of the 
 
        14   issues that was discussed was this water sampling, that 
 
        15   it's cumbersome for the forest service to have somebody go 
 
        16   up there however often you have to do it, once a month, 
 
        17   and, you know, collect the water samples and so forth.  We 
 
        18   were brainstorming about opportunities for volunteers to 
 
        19   go up and do this.  This isn't something -- 
 
        20             Do you have to do that all year long? 
 
        21        JOHN LADLEY:  Just when the roads are open. 
 
        22        BILL HAVERT:  So you're talking about a few months of 
 
        23   the year? 
 
        24        JOHN LADLEY:  Probably eight months out of the year 
 
        25   so. 
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         1        BILL HAVERT:  So there may be ways to actually 
 
         2   involve partners, to reduce some of the costs.  You know, 
 
         3   there may be some other pieces of this that could be 
 
         4   accomplished with some volunteer participation and so on 
 
         5   as well.  So one of the goals of that is, on our wish 
 
         6   list, assuming that there is an earmark, we can make the 
 
         7   case that this really is a worthy project because this is 
 
         8   one that there is a partner -- 
 
         9        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  This is the supporting budget 
 
        10   for the wish list dollar amount? 
 
        11        JOHN LADLEY:  Yeah. 
 
        12        JEFF MORGAN:  We didn't have the information before 
 
        13   of what it was going to cost.  We were just guessing.  And 
 
        14   if you look at this, the total annual maintenance cost for 
 
        15   the facilities and the water system costs is less than 
 
        16   $10,000 per year, which is not a huge amount of any large 
 
        17   organization's budget.  Most of the monies will be spent 
 
        18   up front in rehabilitation, and then the annual 
 
        19   maintenance is pretty low actually because there are two 
 
        20   things:  With or without campgrounds, if that road is 
 
        21   open, a ranger is going to have to go up there and patrol 
 
        22   it from time to time.  And those patrols, whatever 
 
        23   frequency they have to be, can be incorporated in some of 
 
        24   this, so the real annual cost is very, very low.  So if we 
 
        25   can, I think we should support the forest service in 
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         1   whatever way we can to rehabilitate the area and replace 
 
         2   the toilet, etcetera, etcetera, and we do have the money 
 
         3   in the earmark budget.  And the maintenance costs, I 
 
         4   think, are very low. 
 
         5        KERMIT JOHANSSON:  John, you were looking for 
 
         6   volunteers for not only just the water samples, but the 
 
         7   total maintenance up there, right? 
 
         8        JOHN LADLEY:  Yeah.  In my ideal world, what I would 
 
         9   have to help me manage -- us, not just me -- to help us 
 
        10   manage this area would be to either work with a volunteer 
 
        11   group, to work with some type of a nonprofit, possibly -- 
 
        12        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Or Friends of the Santa Rosa 
 
        13   campsite? 
 
        14        BILL HAVERT:  Friends of the Desert mountains, for 
 
        15   instance, you know, is interested in projects like this, 
 
        16   and right now they have limited volunteer support, but 
 
        17   they are in the process of hiring a volunteer coordinator, 
 
        18   and part of that person's job will be to identify people 
 
        19   who will be interested in doing some of these sorts of 
 
        20   things. 
 
        21        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  But I was serious.  I mean, 
 
        22   does anybody know any of the users by name? 
 
        23        JEFF MORGAN:  Me.  I'm one. 
 
        24        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  How many -- you want to be 
 
        25   the president of the Friends of the Santa Rosa -- 
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         1        JEFF MORGAN:  No.  I do not have the time. 
 
         2        BILL HAVERT.  He's vice president. 
 
         3        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Okay.  Vice president. 
 
         4        JEFF MORGAN:  Buford uses that area quite frequently, 
 
         5   or he used to.  I presume he still does. 
 
         6        BARBARA BERGMAN:  Another perspective:  Having used 
 
         7   that area for years, it used to be, you'd go up there and 
 
         8   you're alone, and there is a magic spot.  I went back to 
 
         9   my magic spot after not having been there for two years, 
 
        10   and people had come and toilet-papered it, used it as a 
 
        11   toilet area.  And it made me realize, as much as I love 
 
        12   that area as it was, now there are car loads and car loads 
 
        13   filled with lots of people going into that area, so it's 
 
        14   been discovered.  It is remote.  But what I'm seeing are 
 
        15   big SUVs full of kids and full of dogs.  The change in 
 
        16   that area is huge.  If you want to make it accessible, 
 
        17   more people will come, and it's going to explode in a way 
 
        18   that you're going to have to change a lot about it, so 
 
        19   it's in a stage right now where it's festering.  And it's 
 
        20   beautiful, and to go up and see that area ruined made me 
 
        21   realize we have to monitor this area now.  The days are 
 
        22   over when Buford -- when we used to take off and you 
 
        23   wouldn't see somebody for a week up there.  And you can't 
 
        24   do it.  But it is a real special area that needs 
 
        25   protection. 
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         1        JEFF MORGAN:  It's the idea of replacing the toilet. 
 
         2        BARBARA BERGMAN:  Word is spreading up and down that 
 
         3   road.  You will see three or four big vehicles full of 
 
         4   people.  It was, five years ago, ten years ago, one person 
 
         5   on a bike. 
 
         6        JEANNE WADE EVANS:  John may have been moving in this 
 
         7   direction, but through this process, we're looking for 
 
         8   options like we're discussing right now, whether it's Jeff 
 
         9   is going to be president as the Friends of the campground, 
 
        10   or like what we've done in other places, we've sort of 
 
        11   concessioned it out.  Now, this would not be an attractive 
 
        12   thing to position there.  There's not enough people, but 
 
        13   anywhere between what we talked about and what we've done 
 
        14   to sort of encourage private entrepreneur oversight in 
 
        15   something is our, you know, blackboard for coming up with 
 
        16   options on how to bring the right kind of management to 
 
        17   this special place.  So I just wanted to put that out 
 
        18   there because really we are looking at an option base for 
 
        19   how to have people still enjoy and recreate, knowing that 
 
        20   more people are coming to the monument as well as anyplace 
 
        21   on the San Bernardino National Forest. 
 
        22        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Right.  And if we had a magic 
 
        23   wand to regulate people's behavior, I would be the first 
 
        24   one to support that, but we don't.  We need to figure out 
 
        25   a way to, you know -- either a sign that says if you don't 
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         1   take care of this area, it's going to be closed. 
 
         2        BARBARA BERGMAN:  You know how they bring you to 
 
         3   Joshua Tree and you become part of the equality of Joshua 
 
         4   Tree?  My feeling is, this area needs stewardship.  I love 
 
         5   that word because you come into a mentality that we have 
 
         6   projected or not projected.  That area has that.  You go 
 
         7   there; there's a reverence there on that mountain that is 
 
         8   amazing.  It's commonly trashed out by people that don't 
 
         9   know.  But you have to guide people to that area.  You 
 
        10   have to show them.  Just like Joshua Tree, you don't go 
 
        11   paint on the rocks in Joshua Tree.  And that area is 
 
        12   screaming for that. 
 
        13        JOHN LADLEY:  Let me finish up with a couple of 
 
        14   comments:  My real plea and my push for particularly this 
 
        15   area is that we do involve a partner, whether that's a 
 
        16   volunteer group, a not-for-profit, an interested group of 
 
        17   folks that will assist us with some of this, and that can 
 
        18   be under a purely volunteer activity.  We may be able to 
 
        19   provide the supplies.  We may be able to enter into a 
 
        20   cost-share agreement or a contract.  There's a number of 
 
        21   different ways to do this.  I am not going to resolve 
 
        22   myself of the responsibility for that area.  I'm also 
 
        23   responsible.  What we're looking for is assistance with 
 
        24   that, and there's a number of different ways, like I said, 
 
        25   to do that.  So that's my real plea to this group.  If you 
                                                                      67 
 
 
 
                  GILLESPIE REPORTING & DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT, INC. 



         1   have contacts, if you know of a group that's interested, 
 
         2   whether it be the Friends of the Desert, Friends of santa 
 
         3   Rosa that Jeff so kindly agreed to lead -- sorry, Jeff -- 
 
         4   really, we may have some options out there, and that's 
 
         5   what I see, as far as this process focusing, you know, 
 
         6   with the folks it's brought to the Santa Rosa Mountain, 
 
         7   that hopefully will generate some interest and some 
 
         8   options. 
 
         9        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  How far away are the Friends? 
 
        10   You know, I mean, we've been hearing the director is on 
 
        11   board, and we've been hearing all that for quite a while. 
 
        12        BILL HAVERT:  They did hire a volunteer coordinator 
 
        13   six months ago or something and, yeah, she discovered, 
 
        14   after a few months, that her -- she has small children, 
 
        15   and her family obligations were, I think, just getting to 
 
        16   be too much for her.  She didn't have the amount of time 
 
        17   she thought she would.  So she wanted to stay involved in 
 
        18   sort of a volunteer basis, but not as a full-time staff. 
 
        19   So I think they were actually doing interviews last week 
 
        20   to find a new person.  I don't know the outcome of that. 
 
        21             But just two things.  I think, one, The reason 
 
        22   for the discussion with the MAC today was just to broaden 
 
        23   the understanding of the situation up there and how it's 
 
        24   sort of ferrying in this process, and management convey 
 
        25   back to the forest service the MAC's stance, which really 
                                                                      68 
 
 
 
                  GILLESPIE REPORTING & DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT, INC. 



         1   is an important facility, and the MAC is very supportive 
 
         2   of keeping that open.  And, obviously, that's reflected in 
 
         3   our budget proposal for the earmark. 
 
         4             The second thing I was just going to say is, the 
 
         5   Friends have a special use for that cabin up on the top of 
 
         6   Santa Rosa with the forest service, and the Friends, over 
 
         7   the years, have -- you know, I go up there periodically 
 
         8   and just make sure that the cabin is secure.  Several 
 
         9   times they've had to reinforce the shutters and things 
 
        10   like that to keep people from breaking into it.  It's an 
 
        11   incredible little piece up there.  It's a historically 
 
        12   significant cabin.  So the Friends have an existing 
 
        13   interest up there, and it's certainly something that both 
 
        14   Buford and I will pursue with the Friends, with a 
 
        15   potential to help do some more up there, partner with the 
 
        16   forest service on some things.  There's a lot of things to 
 
        17   look into. 
 
        18             Maybe we could have a volunteer campground host 
 
        19   type person up there for the busier part of the year, and 
 
        20   that would provide presence to help deter some of the 
 
        21   maybe potentially destructive things that could happen. 
 
        22        BARBARA BERGMAN:  I'll go stand there for the summer. 
 
        23   I'm a teacher, off during the summer. 
 
        24        KERMIT JOHANSSON:  It's open. 
 
        25        BARBARA BERGMAN:  I will go campground to campground 
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         1   and be a friendly host. 
 
         2        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  It does sound like -- I 
 
         3   mean -- when you have something -- and I don't know what 
 
         4   this cabin is.  Is it a usable cabin? 
 
         5        BILL HAVERT:  It can be, yeah. 
 
         6        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  I'm thinking more in terms 
 
         7   of, you put it to use by having a once-a-year event where 
 
         8   -- I've never been up there, but if you had this 
 
         9   once-a-year event, not only would I go, but I would go 
 
        10   with my dungarees and my shovel and spend my appropriate 
 
        11   amount of time cleaning the area up just like I cleaned up 
 
        12   poop at the top of the cove a couple of months ago.  There 
 
        13   are people who will make that presence at an organized 
 
        14   event. 
 
        15        JOHN LADLEY:  There is an opportunity to do so some 
 
        16   pretty interesting things. 
 
        17        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  There are some things that 
 
        18   certainly can be looked at here.  We're meeting quarterly, 
 
        19   so it's going to be three months before we get back 
 
        20   together again.  And in the interim, do we need to appoint 
 
        21   a subcommittee, Bill and Jeff and Gary, to look at 
 
        22   creative -- 
 
        23             Barbara? 
 
        24        BARBARA BERGMAN:  Can we meet up there?  It will be 
 
        25   beautiful. 
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         1        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  It's pretty difficult.  I 
 
         2   can't.  I was 800 miles on the road this whole last week. 
 
         3        ALLAN MUTH:  It's not handicap accessible. 
 
         4        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  In terms of a MAC meeting; is 
 
         5   that what you meant?  A MAC meeting? 
 
         6        JEFF MORGAN:  We can't. 
 
         7        JIM FOOTE:  Can we suggest that this be pursued by 
 
         8   the steering subcommittee? 
 
         9        BILL HAVERT:  Yeah.  Buford loves excuses to go up 
 
        10   there.  I'm sure he would be happy to take you up there, 
 
        11   and maybe the steering subcommittee could go up sometime 
 
        12   when they're available as well. 
 
        13        ALLAN MUTH:  Just a point of information, is this a 
 
        14   subcommittee or a -- 
 
        15        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Well, what are the legal 
 
        16   challenges, Al? 
 
        17        ALLAN MUTH:  If it's a subcommittee, it doesn't have 
 
        18   to be noticed in each meeting and such. 
 
        19        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  No, not a subcommittee. 
 
        20        BILL HAVERT:  Whatever it is, that doesn't require 
 
        21   that. 
 
        22        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  We've covered those bases. 
 
        23   You do have to be able to get something done sometimes 
 
        24   without -- okay. 
 
        25        ALLAN MUTH:  Just trying to keep us out of jail. 
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         1        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  I appreciate that very much. 
 
         2   So you'll, sometime in the next 30 days or so, convene 
 
         3   some kind of something or other? 
 
         4        BILL HAVERT:  That's it. 
 
         5        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Thank you.  Jeff? 
 
         6        JEFF MORGAN:  Yeah.  I was just going to say, none of 
 
         7   this is going to happen for years.  I think this is a 
 
         8   five-year plan or something, so it's not like we have to 
 
         9   rush and get everything in place in this. 
 
        10        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  You don't want to let it go 
 
        11   away. 
 
        12        KERMIT JOHANSSON:  Actually, we would like to have 
 
        13   the plan, and say here is how we're going to handle this 
 
        14   item, this place. 
 
        15        JEFF MORGAN:  What I'm saying is that -- 
 
        16        KERMIT JOHANSSON:  You don't have to put the 
 
        17   campgrounds in there, but we would like to have support 
 
        18   setting the site and maintenance and so forth. 
 
        19        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  I would certainly like to 
 
        20   begin immediately looking at the supplies and materials 
 
        21   and looking at sponsors to come up with some of that 
 
        22   stuff -- the cities, maybe the 939 money.  Everybody is 
 
        23   using that to buy these environmentally creative picnic 
 
        24   tables and benches, you know.  Let's start looking at that 
 
        25   process right now. 
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         1        KERMIT JOHANSSON:  The committee -- we will work with 
 
         2   you, but we would like to have it in the plan too so that 
 
         3   it shows up that this is how we're going to do it, because 
 
         4   that's what they told us to do, to know what you're doing. 
 
         5        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Okay.  If there's not any 
 
         6   more comments on that, John, did you have anything else 
 
         7   for us? 
 
         8        JOHN LADLEY:  I want to wrap it up.  Another push for 
 
         9   partnerships.  It does bump us higher in this process, 
 
        10   which bumps us higher on that list.  My final comment is, 
 
        11   it's a really unique area, and I think it's important that 
 
        12   you maintain that opportunity. 
 
        13        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Very good.  Thank you.  Thank 
 
        14   you very much for the reconsideration that you've given 
 
        15   after you were given some information to consider. 
 
        16        JOHN LADLEY:  New information. 
 
        17        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  New information was brought 
 
        18   to your attention, and that moved the project 
 
        19   significantly from where it was a couple of months ago. 
 
        20             Any further questions or discussion on that 
 
        21   topic?  I think there is some action to be determined.  I 
 
        22   think we've determined some actions. 
 
        23             The next item would be discussion from Kermit. 
 
        24   It looks like you're still around.  The Palms to Pines 
 
        25   National Scenic Byway Corridor Management Plan? 
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         1        KERMIT JOHANSSON:  Yes. 
 
         2        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Okay.  The BCMP. 
 
         3        JIM FOOTE:  While Kermit is getting set up, let's go 
 
         4   back to the point Bill made about the volunteer 
 
         5   coordinator for the Friends of Desert Mountains.  They 
 
         6   have narrowed that down to three individuals.  They did 
 
         7   get a pretty good list, and we will be doing the follow-up 
 
         8   interview this Thursday afternoon with those three 
 
         9   individuals. 
 
        10        LAURIE ROSENTHAL:  Are you involved in that? 
 
        11        JIM FOOTE:  I will be on Thursday, yes.  But I had 
 
        12   not been involved in the previous interviews. 
 
        13        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  We're trying to get to you, 
 
        14   Steve.  We had a late start, trying to find a location, 
 
        15   find a room. 
 
        16             Kermit, are you ready? 
 
        17        KERMIT JOHANSSON:  Yes, I am. 
 
        18        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Okay.  Thank you.  The 
 
        19   PPNSBCMP. 
 
        20        KERMIT JOHANSSON:  What I have here is a request for 
 
        21   support.  And I won't pass out this large piece of paper 
 
        22   here -- or this small piece of paper.  I'll discuss a 
 
        23   little bit of what the intent is.  I'm here to ask for 
 
        24   your support in the forest service development of the 
 
        25   Corridor Management Plan for Palms to Pines Scenic Byway, 
                                                                      74 
 
 
 
                  GILLESPIE REPORTING & DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT, INC. 



         1   Highway 74, going from the south side here, all the way 
 
         2   around the San Jacinto Peak, coming out close to Banning 
 
         3   where it leaves the national forest -- I think is where it 
 
         4   ends -- then from the junction at 74 and 79 as it goes 
 
         5   down to the edge of the national forest on the south side 
 
         6   -- or the west side toward Hemet. 
 
         7             The purpose of this plan is, we've had the 
 
         8   scenic byway; it's a State designated byway and a forest 
 
         9   service designated byway, it's not a national American 
 
        10   road.  Its classification is just a scenic byway 
 
        11   designated by the State.  For years, we've wanted to do a 
 
        12   Corridor Management Plan.  It was proposed some time ago 
 
        13   and sort of fell through.  We're now to the point where we 
 
        14   have an opportunity to do it, and we have some forest 
 
        15   service consulting teams that will help us with this.  We 
 
        16   have the regional office which will pay our matching 
 
        17   share, our 20 percent share of the product, so that if the 
 
        18   time is right for us to do it, we can.  There's a lot of 
 
        19   benefits for all of us to do the Corridor Management Plan. 
 
        20             And let me just explain a little bit of what a 
 
        21   Corridor Management Plan is.  I have a draft copy of the 
 
        22   Angeles Crest byway, and it's about 200 pages of just 
 
        23   sheer planning.  And some of the purpose of this Corridor 
 
        24   Management Plan is it calls out all these things like the 
 
        25   management and the strategies along the road.  And we're 
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         1   basically talking about the scenic byway, the corridor, 
 
         2   the roadbed itself.  You don't get much off it, with the 
 
         3   exception of it's really somewhat related to the scenic 
 
         4   byway; it has scenic resource strategies, how to preserve 
 
         5   it, not too many interruptions along the way, natural 
 
         6   resources, historical items and recreations along the way. 
 
         7   So it's the management of and the wish of everything sort 
 
         8   of associated with the byway.  It's directly next to the 
 
         9   highway. 
 
        10             The plan design guidelines.  That's a big deal. 
 
        11   It's kind of a sign quality as you go through the area or 
 
        12   go through the road.  It's consistent.  It's well-signed. 
 
        13   It's noticeable. 
 
        14        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Would this be additional 
 
        15   signage? 
 
        16        KERMIT JOHANSSON:  It could be.  It could be.  But 
 
        17   it's mostly if it comes up next to like Cahuilla Tewanet 
 
        18   or just the exempt fires as you move through the area 
 
        19   where you are.  It's not much more than the scenic -- if 
 
        20   there was advertising signs that were placed next to the 
 
        21   road, this would be an issue of how we would address it. 
 
        22   We don't change the highway signs.  We don't add a bunch 
 
        23   more stuff there.  It's mostly stuff that arrives -- is 
 
        24   there a character to it that should arrive.  It's kind of 
 
        25   like entry/exit signs of resorts.  We'd ask them to 
                                                                      76 
 
 
 
                  GILLESPIE REPORTING & DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT, INC. 



         1   cooperate, that kind of stuff.  It's the signs yet to 
 
         2   come, more so than probably what's there. 
 
         3             In Idyllwild, if the city wanted to, they could 
 
         4   make an identity issue on the thing.  It's really open. 
 
         5   It's kind of another one of these things that it's what 
 
         6   you want it to be, and that's really what it is.  It's 
 
         7   really kind of a partnership among all the people who 
 
         8   would be involved along the highway, who want to be a part 
 
         9   of it. 
 
        10             There had been groups that have made 
 
        11   associations somewhat like the monument but dedicated 
 
        12   toward the management of the scenic byway.  It's probably 
 
        13   more cohesive in a smaller community where everything is 
 
        14   going on but this is not -- it could happen.  There's not 
 
        15   a lot of things going on along the byway. 
 
        16             Marketing and tourism plan benefits consumers 
 
        17   and so forth and marketing tools and tactics.  It has a 
 
        18   lot of -- for the commercial people along the way, it has 
 
        19   some benefits if they choose to use it.  A lot of people 
 
        20   probably won't, but it has the opportunities to -- you 
 
        21   know -- it has the abilities to attract people, it has 
 
        22   abilities to channel people, it has abilities to help you 
 
        23   in handling people, and that's kind of what the benefits 
 
        24   are.  The benefits of the National Scenic Byway -- they 
 
        25   rated theirs as national recognition, increased pride of 
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         1   the road and so forth and increased funding opportunities 
 
         2   and the ability of the public to participate in what's 
 
         3   occurring along that highway, how they want to see it 
 
         4   developed, the scenic qualities and so forth. 
 
         5             The big issue is the increased funding projects. 
 
         6   And the other one that I know was an issue the last time 
 
         7   that this was proposed is safety, public safety along the 
 
         8   road because it's a community road, and people just don't 
 
         9   want to see their roads plugged with thousands of other 
 
        10   people that don't live in the area that haven't got a 
 
        11   thing to it.  But this, you could add in.  This is from 
 
        12   the Angeles.  All these pages are from the Angeles.  This 
 
        13   has to do with, safety is an issue on that road because 
 
        14   it's -- you have high speed and low speed users.  It gives 
 
        15   you a chance to develop areas where you can get people off 
 
        16   the road, and not too far off the road but just off the 
 
        17   road so that when they want to gawk at the scenery, they 
 
        18   pull over and get off and gawk at the scenery and don't do 
 
        19   it while they're driving.  That's the issue, so safety can 
 
        20   be as much as you want it to be in this plan as well.  And 
 
        21   that has to do -- you can develop your sign plan to have 
 
        22   issued identification signs, like, along the freeway, if 
 
        23   you wanted, to say do not go past certain points or 
 
        24   whatever, but it has that opportunity to be as flexible as 
 
        25   anybody wants.  And it also has the ability to apply the 
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         1   funding from the highway department because they will not 
 
         2   assist in roadside development unless there's a Corridor 
 
         3   Management Plan.  The Corridor Management Plan sets the 
 
         4   basic things.  And the first thing they ask is, is there a 
 
         5   Corridor Management Plan to handle this?  And it handles 
 
         6   the bike ways and all the estuary things that you put 
 
         7   along the highway.  It is not necessarily the safety 
 
         8   design of the highway; that's what the highway department 
 
         9   does, but anything else that you can think of; like, if 
 
        10   you have people on the pull-off up there, it would handle 
 
        11   interpretation. 
 
        12             It would handle information if you're 
 
        13   approaching the interpretive sign, but it would also give 
 
        14   you more opportunities to build those to get people off 
 
        15   the road and let them look at the scenery off the road 
 
        16   rather than on it when they're driving through. 
 
        17             Again, the issues of signage and identity. 
 
        18   These are what they call luggage labels.  And it used to 
 
        19   be if you had luggage and suitcases and you traveled, you 
 
        20   would plaster these things all over your suitcase.  It's 
 
        21   just kind of an area identity sign of which I would expect 
 
        22   the monument would have its portion of identity in this 
 
        23   and, especially, that would be one of the -- monument 
 
        24   identity would be a big issue on this road as far as how 
 
        25   it's handled, and this gives the monument an opportunity 
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         1   to really market itself, kind of let the Visitor Center be 
 
         2   known and sort of mix it in there. 
 
         3             Now, this is our application.  Let me hand out 
 
         4   this long verbose thing, which there is probably two 
 
         5   paragraphs in there we could look at. 
 
         6             We are now in the process of the application to 
 
         7   the State.  It has been done by our forest service 
 
         8   applicant.  We had to jump into the middle pretty quickly 
 
         9   once they decided that they had some money left for us. 
 
        10   Again, the regional office matched 54,000 to the national 
 
        11   -- the federal highway funds for this development of the 
 
        12   Corridor Management Plans.  It's roughly -- we have a 
 
        13   budget on there.  It's on page -- 
 
        14        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Didn't we have these 
 
        15   discussions in the past? 
 
        16        KERMIT JOHANSSON:  Yes, you discussed this thing 
 
        17   years ago, and it got shut down a little bit because of 
 
        18   lack of money, also because of safety issues.  There 
 
        19   wasn't a lot of enthusiasm about it. 
 
        20        LAURIE ROSENTHAL:  What I remember was, there was 
 
        21   support as long as the emphasis was on the safety. 
 
        22        KERMIT JOHANSSON:  Yeah.  The plan is what we want it 
 
        23   to be.  Again, we have a consultant that has done this 
 
        24   actual plan, this application format.  They fill in the 
 
        25   blanks on a computer thing, and it was filled in and sent 
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         1   to the State, and that was the first level.  The State has 
 
         2   to look at it and say, "Yeah, okay.  You fit the minimum 
 
         3   qualifications; where are your letters of support?"  And I 
 
         4   requested some letters of support from some places.  And I 
 
         5   see that is the last one we got.  And I'm requesting 
 
         6   support from the monument committee because you're very 
 
         7   important because you're going to be one of the partners 
 
         8   in this thing as we go through because that's what this 
 
         9   whole plan is about, this partnership, among the people it 
 
        10   goes through. 
 
        11             This is an opportunity to do a lot of things 
 
        12   that we probably couldn't do with the monument if we 
 
        13   didn't have this Corridor Management Plan -- find out if 
 
        14   there's pull-offs, if there's identity, what can be done 
 
        15   along that portion of scenic byway in the monument to 
 
        16   assist the monument in its management of the national 
 
        17   monument, identity, signing, mapping, so forth. 
 
        18        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Okay.  Open for discussion. 
 
        19        BILL HAVERT:  Are you going to explain the budget on 
 
        20   page 8 of this?  I'm just kind of trying to figure out, 
 
        21   when it says "requested," is this an extra congressional 
 
        22   appropriation that you would be looking for for augmenting 
 
        23   the budget or what, because then under "match" you have 
 
        24   US Forest Service.  I'm not sure what these different 
 
        25   components -- the total cost requested. 
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         1        KERMIT JOHANSSON:  Yes.  The total cost of the 
 
         2   project -- well, the requested money is the actual money 
 
         3   coming out of the Federal Highway Act that congress 
 
         4   appropriates every two years and the -- 
 
         5        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  That's a lot of money that's 
 
         6   sitting there, and maybe it doesn't all get asked for or 
 
         7   it slips by.  So we're going in, presumably, with you 
 
         8   almost referring to this like a grant? 
 
         9        KERMIT JOHANSSON:  Yes, it's a competing grant 
 
        10   application.  And the forest service -- we have to cough 
 
        11   up 20 percent matching funds from the federal agency that 
 
        12   requests. 
 
        13        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  And you're indicating that 
 
        14   your agency would be willing to come up with this? 
 
        15        KERMIT JOHANSSON:  The regional office has $54,000 
 
        16   they have set aside, and they said they're not going to 
 
        17   spend it.  They said use it for this, if you go quick.  So 
 
        18   we're in that process now, and we had to jump in without a 
 
        19   lot of warning to everyone, because we weren't in it three 
 
        20   months ago; now we're all of a sudden in it. 
 
        21        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  What's the deadline for 
 
        22   getting it in? 
 
        23        KERMIT JOHANSSON:  This application -- we're looking 
 
        24   for letters of support before March 9th.  We've got pretty 
 
        25   much all of them set up. 
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         1        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Did you already type it? 
 
         2        JIM FOOTE:  I shall. 
 
         3        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Let's have further 
 
         4   discussion. 
 
         5        KERMIT JOHANSSON:  We had sent sample letters and one 
 
         6   of them to BLM for this. 
 
         7        LAURIE ROSENTHAL:  We are talking about the Monument 
 
         8   Advisory Committee, right? 
 
         9        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Yes. 
 
        10        KERMIT JOHANSSON:  BLM would be one of the partners 
 
        11   in this organization, incidentally.  This is part of their 
 
        12   land. 
 
        13        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Gary, comments?  Al? 
 
        14        KERMIT JOHANSSON:  County of Riverside is another one 
 
        15   we would like to get a letter from. 
 
        16        BOB LYMAN:  I have a question in this process about 
 
        17   how Caltrans operates.  How is that addressed?  You're 
 
        18   talking about, part of this is the road bed and 
 
        19   right-of-ways for turnouts; Caltrans is not a very 
 
        20   cooperative agency. 
 
        21        KERMIT JOHANSSON:  Well, actually, they are in favor 
 
        22   of this. 
 
        23        BOB LYMAN:  I understand they're in favor of the 
 
        24   study. 
 
        25        KERMIT JOHANSSON:  Yeah. 
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         1        BOB LYMAN:  But it's another issue when we get down 
 
         2   to, we need to get, you know, delineators, we need to get 
 
         3   right-of-way, we need to do all those kinds of things. 
 
         4   Does this address working with Caltrans? 
 
         5        KERMIT JOHANSSON:  I would assume Caltrans would be 
 
         6   part of it.  They are the ones that approve the plan 
 
         7   overall.  We have to go through them.  They have to nod 
 
         8   their head if they are going to allow us to go on that 
 
         9   road. 
 
        10        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  And I would imagine, if you 
 
        11   have a management plan that they can fall back on to, that 
 
        12   they are probably going -- 
 
        13        KERMIT JOHANSSON:  It's just that entire road 
 
        14   right-of-way or curb -- or at pavement edge for most of 
 
        15   that.  And the reason why I'm asking you to do some of 
 
        16   that is that realigning, regrading -- it's huge.  It's not 
 
        17   just signs.  We would not cover that in this plan, 
 
        18   necessarily. 
 
        19        BOB LYMAN:  You said you were addressing safety? 
 
        20        KERMIT JOHANSSON:  We would address safety from the 
 
        21   standpoint of being careful that we didn't get too many 
 
        22   people on the road, or the thing would crack like flies, 
 
        23   which I don't think it will.  But we'll have areas for 
 
        24   people to pull off the actual road alignments saying this 
 
        25   area here is unsafe.  We can probably put it in. 
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         1        BOB LYMAN:  Again, one of the questions -- that's 
 
         2   already an F-service road, and you know, I'm hearing all 
 
         3   the propositions that I've heard from Barbara.  I don't 
 
         4   think you want to get to the point where it's worse than 
 
         5   F. 
 
         6        KERMIT JOHANSSON:  Well, the point is -- 
 
         7        BARBARA BERGMAN:  I would love to look at this as an 
 
         8   opportunity to create.  When Caltrans goes up -- we go 
 
         9   back years on Caltrans proposing, promising, and then 
 
        10   doing, and what they do is so substandard and dangerous. 
 
        11   This would be a way to guide what Caltrans does with the 
 
        12   support.  I mean, this is really good to hear you talk 
 
        13   about this, and our participation with Caltrans would be 
 
        14   that we really cement our relationship, and then what 
 
        15   you're creating up there could be awesome. 
 
        16        KERMIT JOHANSSON:  You can ask for standards you 
 
        17   would like to see; It doesn't necessarily mean you get to 
 
        18   handle the actual funding and final design. 
 
        19        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Wait a minute.  Jeff had his 
 
        20   hand up first.  Jeff? 
 
        21        JEFF MORGAN:  I'll pass for right now. 
 
        22        BILL HAVERT:  At what point would you engage the fish 
 
        23   and wildlife service in this?  I mean, if you get to the 
 
        24   point where you have a plan that talks about needing to do 
 
        25   road widening and so on, Caltrans has to go consult within 
                                                                      85 
 
 
 
                  GILLESPIE REPORTING & DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT, INC. 



         1   anywhere -- bighorn sheep habitats are going to be 
 
         2   significant issues to be discussed.  I guess my question 
 
         3   is, would there be any early discussions with them so no 
 
         4   one goes too far down the path of proposing things that 
 
         5   are not going anywhere? 
 
         6        KERMIT JOHANSSON:  We would hope to.  We try to 
 
         7   include every agency that's affected along the way. 
 
         8   That's kind of -- we sure wouldn't want to put something 
 
         9   out there -- whether or not we get their attention until 
 
        10   we actually build it the day before is always a problem, 
 
        11   but yes, we would want every partner concerned with that 
 
        12   road as party to this.  The actual mechanisms of how clear 
 
        13   that will be, I don't know.  I can't answer that. 
 
        14        BILL HAVERT:  And one last question:  If one of the 
 
        15   things that came out of this was a discussion of, in some 
 
        16   places there should be a turnout or a passing lane or 
 
        17   something of that sort and, as you mentioned, Bob, if 
 
        18   there's an issue of well, wait a minute, the right-of-way 
 
        19   is only this wide and doesn't accommodate that, does this 
 
        20   create any opportunity for accessing other pots of 
 
        21   acquisition funds to acquire right-of-way which in a 
 
        22   couple of areas could be involved in buying private land? 
 
        23        KERMIT JOHANSSON:  I don't know.  I don't know the 
 
        24   depth of how well we can control that process.  Knowing 
 
        25   that most of it is on national forest land, the 
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         1   right-of-way -- 
 
         2        BILL HAVERT:  Well, the last stretch of 74 coming 
 
         3   down out of the monument, you've got a combination of 
 
         4   forest service land, BLM land, and then private land. 
 
         5        KERMIT JOHANSSON:  I don't know.  I've never really 
 
         6   thought of this too much on the alignment.  I always 
 
         7   figured it was kind of a crowd controlled sign, so I 
 
         8   haven't really -- I don't know any answers to that. 
 
         9        BARBARA BERGMAN:  Can I comment on the advantage of 
 
        10   collaboration on signage?  Caltrans is just real hesitant 
 
        11   to listen to the need for signage.  And when you want to 
 
        12   umbrella this under the safety of people who don't know 
 
        13   the area, it seems like there's a huge advantage here to 
 
        14   really go after something that doesn't cost a lot, and 
 
        15   it's major -- the impact of signage in that area in 
 
        16   collaboration with the national monument, points of 
 
        17   interest.  I mean, there are studies that go way back as 
 
        18   far as they know, but now here's opportunity to really 
 
        19   become public with the need for safety on that one. 
 
        20        KERMIT JOHANNSON:  It's what you want it to be.  It's 
 
        21   your focus.  If safety was the issue and alignment was -- 
 
        22   you can always put it in the plan, or they can always 
 
        23   object to it again, but, again, it's the public's plan as 
 
        24   it goes through, and it doesn't bind with anything. 
 
        25        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Are we willing to undertake 
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         1   the question of an advisory support position for -- is 
 
         2   somebody putting that issue on the table?  Barbara, did I 
 
         3   hear you? 
 
         4        BARBARA BERGMAN:  I say we have to. 
 
         5        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  And is the rest of the 
 
         6   membership supportive of this advisory position to go 
 
         7   forward? 
 
         8        BILL HAVERT:  Yes. 
 
         9        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  I don't see anybody who is 
 
        10   not supportive of it.  You will, I presume, fashion this 
 
        11   letter? 
 
        12        KERMIT JOHANSSON:  We have some sample letters. 
 
        13        JIM FOOTE:  I can use that.  And I'll put one for 
 
        14   your signature. 
 
        15        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Okay.  All right.  Thank you. 
 
        16        KERMIT JOHANSSON:  Thank you very much. 
 
        17        LAURIE ROSENTHAL:  Kermit, what are the odds of 
 
        18   getting approved at this point if we get all the support 
 
        19   letters in? 
 
        20        KERMIT JOHANSSON:  It should be 90 percent.  They've 
 
        21   had pretty good success.  And that's the only thing I can 
 
        22   say.  They haven't failed in their application, so 
 
        23   hopefully, we won't be the first one. 
 
        24        LAURIE ROSENTHAL:  It seems to me -- and I've never 
 
        25   been through this sort of a process before for corridor 
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         1   management -- but it seems like the best way to go is to 
 
         2   have a team rather than just one person that we're hiring 
 
         3   to do this.  And I personally think that we need to get a 
 
         4   representative from Caltrans to be on the interior 
 
         5   steering committee team so that there is that feeling of 
 
         6   ownership right from the beginning and then, of course, 
 
         7   fish and wildlife service, that would be great, but 
 
         8   especially Caltrans.  So I'm thinking it shouldn't just be 
 
         9   a contractor or -- I don't know who would be the -- who 
 
        10   would be leading this, but it seems like we need a team 
 
        11   that follows us every step of the way rather than just one 
 
        12   outside person coming in to gauge people. 
 
        13        KERMIT JOHANSSON:  The purpose of the contractor is, 
 
        14   one, they have ability to perform, and, secondly, they 
 
        15   provide the nuts and bolts of putting this together -- 
 
        16   they send out letters, they send out e-mail, they do the 
 
        17   phone calls.  When the rest of us are rushing off the 
 
        18   fires, it doesn't necessarily fall through the cracks. 
 
        19   They're charged with a product delivery, no matter how bad 
 
        20   it is.  By the time we get to this thing, who knows what 
 
        21   the season is.  But before disaster occurs, they're 
 
        22   charged with a product that we don't have to -- our people 
 
        23   don't necessarily have to handle.  It still marches on 
 
        24   with the team.  So they don't do much except facilitate 
 
        25   and write down what we say. 
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         1        LAURIE ROSENTHAL:  My recommendation is that it is 
 
         2   great to have that contractor, but that we need a steering 
 
         3   committee who is there every step way of the way. 
 
         4        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  When you say "we," are you 
 
         5   talking about the monument needs the steering committee? 
 
         6        LAURIE ROSENTHAL:  The process needs a steering 
 
         7   committee which, I think, should include at least one 
 
         8   representative from the MAC. 
 
         9        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Okay.  It sounds like Bob 
 
        10   would be perfect for this.  He knows the County so well. 
 
        11        BOB LYMAN:  I really caution you anything you have to 
 
        12   do with Caltrans is an experience unto itself just with 
 
        13   those kind of things, because their staffing --- even if 
 
        14   you get somebody on a committee, you may have them today; 
 
        15   the chance of it tomorrow is highly unlikely, so I'm just 
 
        16   cautioning you, but I will gladly accept. 
 
        17        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Would you do that? 
 
        18        BOB LYMAN:  Yes. 
 
        19        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  All right.  So maybe you have 
 
        20   the contact number for that. 
 
        21        JIM FOOTE:  Uh-huh. 
 
        22        JEANNE WADE EVANS:  And in terms of that Caltrans 
 
        23   contract, I think we could provide a contact so whoever 
 
        24   gets the contract to do it, at least they're getting the 
 
        25   information all along and have the ability to participate, 
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         1   whether they can or they cannot. 
 
         2        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  I may be able to facilitate 
 
         3   some cooperative understanding there.  I chair Riverside 
 
         4   County Transportation Commission, so it's possible that I 
 
         5   could put a pitch in that we would like to have some 
 
         6   ongoing cooperation in this effort, if you will e-mail me 
 
         7   something.  Okay.  Thank you. 
 
         8        KERMIT JOHANNSON:  Thank you. 
 
         9        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  I think you got a positive 
 
        10   response to that discussion.  Craig, before you come up -- 
 
        11   and we are way, way off schedule, as everybody knows, it's 
 
        12   now 11:35.  The City's rep is here which he was scheduled 
 
        13   to go on at 11:15.  How much time does it look like you 
 
        14   were giving him?  Fifteen minutes; is that correct? 
 
        15        JIM FOOTE:  Yeah. 
 
        16        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  11:15 to 11:30.  The rest of 
 
        17   you folks are committed by virtue of your membership, and 
 
        18   you need to be here for lunch and after lunch.  And I 
 
        19   think staff probably wants to stay for lunch and after 
 
        20   lunch.  Could we possibly be reminded of Steve's 
 
        21   presentation now, and then he could go on, unless you 
 
        22   wanted to stay for lunch and come back after lunch. 
 
        23        STEVE HOWLETT:  I was thinking I could present while 
 
        24   we go through lunch.  Either way. 
 
        25        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Does anybody have -- 
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         1        LAURIE ROSENTHAL:  I want to ask what Greg's schedule 
 
         2   was as well because he's been here since this morning. 
 
         3        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  I know he has.  You think 
 
         4   you're going to be helping Wanda with the food hopefully 
 
         5   if she calls.  Does she know we're here?  Were you able to 
 
         6   reach her? 
 
         7        JEANNE WADE EVANS:  I heard an offer to present 
 
         8   during lunch while we eat.  That would be some way to save 
 
         9   some time and appreciate the presentation. 
 
        10        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Okay.  I think we should take 
 
        11   at least 15 minutes and then go right ahead with the 
 
        12   presentation.  Steve, you've got to stick around a little 
 
        13   bit longer.  Are you able to do yours in 15 minutes? 
 
        14        Please come up and join us.  This is the HFRA. 
 
        15        GREGG ROSS:  Let me introduce myself.  I'm Greg Ross 
 
        16   of the District Battalion Chiefs from the mountain 
 
        17   involved in fuel and fire suppression, working for these 
 
        18   two young ladies.  In front of you, you have a map of a 
 
        19   draft with a little bio with some contact information 
 
        20   behind you.  And behind us, we have a little bigger one 
 
        21   here of the map of our proposed project.  What we have is, 
 
        22   the San Jacinto district is in the initial design stages 
 
        23   of the Santa Rosa Healthy Forest Restoration Project and 
 
        24   is seeking cooperation with groups, individuals, residents 
 
        25   to get ideas, recommendations, everything that we can, and 
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         1   work together to build a plan.  As I heard earlier, we 
 
         2   need to protect and preserve.  That's what this project is 
 
         3   about.  We have hired Denise Hahn from the team's 
 
         4   enterprise to be the team leader of her team of 
 
         5   professionals to put together a plan for this project. 
 
         6   But again, let me reemphasize we're really seeking 
 
         7   collaboration from everyone to build it.  And all those 
 
         8   recommendations or ideas I heard earlier -- those are the 
 
         9   ones we want you to make contact with Denise, and her 
 
        10   contact number is on the back, so give those 
 
        11   recommendations to her. 
 
        12             You're looking at, right now, approximately 
 
        13   14,500 acres, and that's changing.  We had a conference 
 
        14   call last week pertaining to this, the first conference 
 
        15   call on the project, and we made recommendations, and that 
 
        16   acreage is changing by way of adding and reducing in some 
 
        17   portions of the project here. 
 
        18             This project we're hoping to get moving on and 
 
        19   have a document signed by the end of this year with 
 
        20   implementation, and portions of it starting in '08 and 
 
        21   continuing over a five-year period of funding if funding 
 
        22   allows.  Right now if you need to, Jeanne Wade could speak 
 
        23   about the funding. 
 
        24             In your map there, you have some colored areas 
 
        25   there that shows a draft of some recommended treatment we 
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         1   would do across this portion of the project.  We also -- 
 
         2   if you see on the right-hand side, the eastern side of 
 
         3   this, it includes some of the San Jacinto Wilderness. 
 
         4   We've been asked to look at reintroducing prescribed fire 
 
         5   back into the wilderness.  That's why the boundary on that 
 
         6   eastern side of the map there is part of the wilderness 
 
         7   area there.  So, again, ideas, recommendations, thoughts 
 
         8   you have for this -- Denise is ready to take some of those 
 
         9   from you.  Questions? 
 
        10        GARY WATTS:  Stupid question, Greg, but can you 
 
        11   explain what the difference between ground, slash, hand 
 
        12   and hand, slash, ground is? 
 
        13        GREG ROSS:  In some of the areas that we've 
 
        14   identified in there, ground is hand, only hand work.  But 
 
        15   if we can get some mechanical equipment in there, we 
 
        16   would.  They've identified that on the maps as just 
 
        17   either/or; ground means we can only do ground work there. 
 
        18   We do it recommended by hand.  But as the technology 
 
        19   changes, by the time this might be implemented, we might 
 
        20   have ground equipment or mechanical equipment in some of 
 
        21   those areas.  But right now this draft shows it would just 
 
        22   be hand work in there. 
 
        23             Some of the other stuff we're talking about is 
 
        24   helicopters.  Some of the country is so steep, we can't 
 
        25   get ground type equipment in there.  We have to use hand 
                                                                      94 
 
 
 
                  GILLESPIE REPORTING & DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT, INC. 



         1   and then helicopter it out.  And there is some areas in 
 
         2   Santa Rosa that's pretty rough, and that's included onto 
 
         3   the map there.  I don't have a colored one.  But you see, 
 
         4   in yours, the hand and then the helicopter areas.  And the 
 
         5   hand work comes in with chain saws; they might cut the 
 
         6   brush or maybe have to remove some dead trees, and then 
 
         7   the helicopter comes in and sling loads that out to a 
 
         8   landing zone.  That's some of the stuff you guys talked 
 
         9   about.  Earlier, I heard you say landing zone for escape 
 
        10   routes.  Those thoughts are things that we need to have 
 
        11   passed onto Denise so she can put that into the design. 
 
        12   The map you see in front of you, again, is the initial 
 
        13   draft.  Everything is in initial draft. 
 
        14             We talked, on our conference call earlier, about 
 
        15   talking to the tribe to see if they would like us to 
 
        16   extend some of this project onto the tribal lands, mainly 
 
        17   on the Santa Rosa Indian Reservation on the western edge 
 
        18   of the project there.  And that was something they're 
 
        19   going to make contact with the tribe to see if they're 
 
        20   interested.  It's up to them.  And we would extend that 
 
        21   boundary onto them. 
 
        22             We've also talked about some areas on the 
 
        23   southern portion of the project there, the Santa Rosa 
 
        24   Indians below that, to talk to them to see if there's some 
 
        25   sections that might be beneficial to them but also that we 
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         1   might be able to work in too if they're interested in 
 
         2   extending this project. 
 
         3        BILL HAVERT:  Could you describe more of what the 
 
         4   actual nature of the work in this area is?  In other words 
 
         5   are you talking about removing dead trees?  Are you 
 
         6   talking about overall vegetation or fuel breaks?  What are 
 
         7   the criteria, and what's the plan? 
 
         8        GREG ROSS:  Well, the plan is in the initial design 
 
         9   stages, so we don't have it now, and that's why we're 
 
        10   working to build that plan.  But the numerous option is 
 
        11   just hand work with mechanical, slash, mechanical or hand, 
 
        12   helicopters, also prescribed fire. 
 
        13        BILL HAVERT:  So I guess I'm just trying to get a 
 
        14   handle on how sensitive that this actually might be.  So 
 
        15   the things that are driving this and the criteria that you 
 
        16   would be using to make -- to develop the plan and make 
 
        17   decisions are based on? 
 
        18        GREG ROSS:  To protect and preserve the mountain, the 
 
        19   monument, before a fire takes it, before we have more 
 
        20   drought in there that will take the conifers up on top, 
 
        21   the combination of all that.  I'll be honest with you. 
 
        22   I've been on the mountain on the San Jacinto District 
 
        23   since 1975.  The Santa Rosa Mountain has a high occurrence 
 
        24   of fire, and most of them are lightening strikes up on the 
 
        25   top.  We've got them now down to -- the lower elevations 
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         1   are responding to them.  We have a high fuel load of red 
 
         2   shank in there.  To be honest with you, I'm surprised we 
 
         3   haven't had a fire yet that has taken off, taking the 
 
         4   mountain out.  So a combination of that protecting it from 
 
         5   fire, protecting the conifers up on top before we lose 
 
         6   more in droughts, to reduce them from the threat of bugs 
 
         7   coming in and putting more stress on them.  That's the 
 
         8   criteria to protect it.  And this is another stage of the 
 
         9   management on the district when you combine it with the 
 
        10   highway 74 escape route.  This is our second stage of 
 
        11   coming into this area, this Pinyon Santa Rosa area, to 
 
        12   manage it. 
 
        13        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Further questions? 
 
        14        JEFF MORGAN:  Yeah, what are the numbers signifying? 
 
        15        GREG ROSS:  Where are you looking at? 
 
        16        JEFF MORGAN:  I'm looking at this map, all the 
 
        17   numbers. 
 
        18        GREG ROSS:  Those are units.  The team, when they 
 
        19   build their map, they break them down into units. 
 
        20        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  What's a unit? 
 
        21        GREG ROSS:  Pardon me? 
 
        22        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  What's a unit? 
 
        23        GREG ROSS:  A geographical area of acres.  And they 
 
        24   break them down into units, and then they take that 
 
        25   unit -- 31, say -- and this is the type of vegetation 
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         1   that's in that unit, and this is a recommended treatment 
 
         2   for that unit.  And each area, because of the land, is so 
 
         3   broad in the topographical vegetation, the ability to 
 
         4   treat in different ways -- they need to break it down that 
 
         5   way to say Unit Number 1 is heavy red shank or heavy 
 
         6   conifers.  We recommend that this type of treatment be 
 
         7   done in this area because this might be the only treatment 
 
         8   we can do.  And to be honest with you, when you look at 
 
         9   this back side -- the south side of the map that's not in 
 
        10   the project -- that's real tough country in there, real 
 
        11   tough country, and it's desert environment.  So that would 
 
        12   be another area they would break up into units to decide 
 
        13   what's the best treatment for this area.  That's the 
 
        14   portion that they do. 
 
        15             But the numbers are units that the team breaks 
 
        16   down and specifically says this unit, we treat this way. 
 
        17   And this is what the components of this unit is -- heavy 
 
        18   red shank, rocky, we can't do -- 10 percent of it we can 
 
        19   do by hand; 5 percent we might have to do by helicopter, 
 
        20   etcetera. 
 
        21        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Okay.  Barbara, I think you 
 
        22   had a question. 
 
        23        BARBARA BERGMAN:  Oh, I know.  Years ago, somebody 
 
        24   had mentioned this area in red right along 74 is -- it's 
 
        25   huge, and it is really dangerous, and it backs up to that 
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         1   Santa Rosa, you know, with the conifers at the top.  And 
 
         2   it was mentioned about six or seven years ago, what a 
 
         3   great idea to do a prescribed burn during the winter when 
 
         4   there's snow when the mountain is really well protected, 
 
         5   and what we heard was that's a great idea, but no money. 
 
         6   So there's that great idea back again with maybe some 
 
         7   money, because that area is a prescribed burn.  That areas 
 
         8   needs it.  I'm glad it's on the map, Greg. 
 
         9        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Bill? 
 
        10        BILL HAVERT:  You raised that issue on the bottom 
 
        11   portion on the map here, and I know that there's a strip 
 
        12   of no-man's land in here, if you will, because it's below 
 
        13   the national forest.  And we're looking at -- every other 
 
        14   section in here is part of the Santa Rosa Indian 
 
        15   Reservation.  The other sections in there are 35, 33, and 
 
        16   31, and they are basically privately owned. 
 
        17        GREG ROSS:  My understanding is this piece is too? 
 
        18        BILL HAVERT:  Oh, okay.  Yeah, you're right.  It is. 
 
        19   And then below that one strip in here, you get into an 
 
        20   area of a lot of BLM land.  But it seems as though this 
 
        21   one strip in here -- it looks like there's no funding to 
 
        22   acquire land in there because it's out of the core so all 
 
        23   the USFS funds can't -- it's not BLM, it's not in the 
 
        24   conservancy turf.  And I think the same thing sounds like 
 
        25   it's true, from a planning standpoint, that you're not 
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         1   really looking at this from a fire management standpoint. 
 
         2   And is this really just sort of something that's fallen 
 
         3   through the management cracks? 
 
         4        GREG ROSS:  Well, I lost some of it, but let me see 
 
         5   if I can explain it.  Jeanne and Laurie, step in if I 
 
         6   miss.  Because it's not indian reservation land, we have 
 
         7   to contact the tribe to say, are you interested. 
 
         8             And then how the funding comes out -- I would 
 
         9   ask Jeanne or Laurie to talk about that.  If our funding, 
 
        10   we can just transfer over and work on their land, they 
 
        11   might know more about it.  I was hoping the representative 
 
        12   from the tribe would be here, that we could introduce it 
 
        13   to them because we are going to come to them and ask them 
 
        14   if they're interested. 
 
        15        BILL HAVERT:  But then the other sections in between 
 
        16   the indian reservation which is purely private land is in 
 
        17   between that strip as well. 
 
        18        GREG ROSS:  Yeah, it would be tough.  It would be 
 
        19   tough to treat this land and this land.  And I tried tying 
 
        20   them together because of the private in there, but as we 
 
        21   spoke earlier, it's tough terrain in there.  If you can do 
 
        22   anything at all is probably a bigger question even if they 
 
        23   wanted treatment done. 
 
        24        JEANNE WADE EVANS:  In terms of funding, there is 
 
        25   grant dollars that come to the State and to communities 
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         1   through the agencies.  Whether, in the scheme of things, 
 
         2   these would float to the top based on what's in the hopper 
 
         3   right now, I don't know.  Generally, if you have a 
 
         4   cooperative wildfire protection plan, you know, in areas 
 
         5   designated, some of those clearinghouse grant dollars can 
 
         6   go for those areas.  So there is some recognition, but 
 
         7   they are limited to get funding for other jurisdictions. 
 
         8        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Specifically, what is it that 
 
         9   you're looking for from us today?  Are you just bringing 
 
        10   us information?  I do see that you're looking for 
 
        11   collaboration. 
 
        12        GREG ROSS:  Introducing the project to you. 
 
        13        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Okay. 
 
        14        GREG ROSS:  Looking for collaboration for you to give 
 
        15   us ideas, recommendations on how to bring this project 
 
        16   into its final stages.  You talked about it already -- 
 
        17   landing zones -- talked to us about thoughts from local 
 
        18   residents that have been there.  Bring in all your ideas 
 
        19   and pass it on to Denise so they can be brought into play 
 
        20   into the design of the project. 
 
        21        JEFF MORGAN:  So you haven't decided which parts are 
 
        22   going to be just clearing and which parts are going to be 
 
        23   prescribed burns? 
 
        24        GREG ROSS:  Everything is in draft right now.  This 
 
        25   is the initial -- what you see is the initial design draft 
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         1   of the map, so nothing else.  After our conference call 
 
         2   last Tuesday, we talked about adding some areas right 
 
         3   around the Spring Crest area, of treatment in there to 
 
         4   protect that in case of prescribed fire or in case of a 
 
         5   wildfire coming down near there, to protect the community 
 
         6   also.  So those are things that we just added just from 
 
         7   Tuesday's conference call, and as you call Denise and make 
 
         8   recommendations, those are the same things that changes 
 
         9   could be potentially made in this map.  Again, this is the 
 
        10   first stage of the first draft. 
 
        11        GARY WATTS:  Greg, are you entertaining let-burn 
 
        12   strategies under certain conditions, as far as this 
 
        13   project? 
 
        14        GREG ROSS:  We could entertain it, but I'll be honest 
 
        15   with you, in Southern California, that's a tough thing to 
 
        16   do because of the urban interface, and I'm speaking from a 
 
        17   fireman standpoint.  Again, Jeanne, my understanding is 
 
        18   from the San Bernardino -- we don't have a let burn? 
 
        19        JEANNE WADE EVANS:  We always use appropriate 
 
        20   management response.  Okay.  And that's going to be based 
 
        21   on values at risk and the situation there.  Last year, 
 
        22   during the Heart/Millard Complex in the San Gorgonio 
 
        23   Wilderness, probably, we came the closest to letting it 
 
        24   bump around in there for a few weeks, but that was 
 
        25   appropriate.  We didn't call that "let burn."  But 
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         1   basically, if you can't get people in there and there's 
 
         2   nothing really at risk other than firefighters if you put 
 
         3   them in there, then we're going to be taking that action. 
 
         4   Does that make sense? 
 
         5        GARY WATTS:  Yes, it does.  And I understand.  I 
 
         6   completely understand, and I only ask it in regards 
 
         7   because we have that issue between us and you guys, and 
 
         8   we're still working that out. 
 
         9        GREG ROSS:  And for us to be able to make that 
 
        10   decision, we've got to bring the weather factors into 
 
        11   play.  And I'll be honest with you from a fireman's 
 
        12   standpoint:  That's tough to do when this little old 
 
        13   lady's home is right next to you and I can't guarantee 
 
        14   that fire might not get to you. 
 
        15        GARY WATTS:  God forbid that should happen.  I'll be 
 
        16   standing right next to Jeanne, you know, deciding how 
 
        17   we're going to respond. 
 
        18        JEANNE WADE EVANS:  I'm sure we will be. 
 
        19        JEFF MORGAN:  This all seems to be dependant on the 
 
        20   fire coming in the direction from the northwest, i.e., 
 
        21   this way.  And the fire, given the wind patterns in this 
 
        22   area, can quite easily come from the southwest. 
 
        23        GREG ROSS:  You're very true.  Some of that land is 
 
        24   reservation land.  Some of that is something we're going 
 
        25   to talk to them and see if they're interested or not to do 
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         1   some treatment on their land, so you're very right.  But 
 
         2   as we look at this, this is forest land, and we're going 
 
         3   to expand as we get collaboration from other folks to see 
 
         4   if we can, if they're interested, and then take it to the 
 
         5   next stage.  I would assume the Santa Rosa Tribe is going 
 
         6   to be probably interested in us bringing some treatment 
 
         7   into their reservation.  I'm assuming, but they sure have 
 
         8   been supportive with our other projects that we've been 
 
         9   doing.  And that would help us reduce some of that stuff. 
 
        10   We've got a lot of country out there that potentially the 
 
        11   fires could come from. 
 
        12        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Barbara? 
 
        13        BARBARA BERGMAN:  May I just bring up, in the 
 
        14   percentage of removal, would you be presenting specific 
 
        15   areas and percentages of removal, and I just say that in 
 
        16   relation to the questions that came, up at the 
 
        17   introduction, of undesired species of grasses that perhaps 
 
        18   could have resulted from the recent removal.  It was done 
 
        19   with a machine that uses, like, a bulldozer type roll, and 
 
        20   it wasn't quite the description that we were given in 
 
        21   meetings about how the land would look once the removal 
 
        22   was complete, and it's less removal than was anticipated. 
 
        23   And so I'm maintaining a positive attitude; I'm just 
 
        24   questioning. 
 
        25             One meeting had some answers that were different 
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         1   from other meetings in the community, and we're asking for 
 
         2   clarity on a percentage of removal with consideration of 
 
         3   introduction of grasses which could perhaps be just as 
 
         4   dangerous as far as fire goes, compared to Yuccas, which 
 
         5   are chopped up and we really don't -- the fire hazard 
 
         6   isn't as high.  So I'm putting out the percentage of 
 
         7   removal because this is a draft, and it isn't real clear 
 
         8   about how much is going to be taken. 
 
         9        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Well, this is the initial 
 
        10   design of that draft, and it's got a long way to go. 
 
        11        BARBARA BERGMAN:  I'm asking for consideration. 
 
        12   That's all. 
 
        13        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Jeanne? 
 
        14        JEANNE WADE EVANS:  Greg pretty much said it, but 
 
        15   just for clarity, we are in the very initial stages of a 
 
        16   project.  This is basically the place where we say we're 
 
        17   doing a project; it's about 15,000 acres; the main purpose 
 
        18   is to mitigate the effects of catastrophic fire in this 
 
        19   area.  You as a public interested citizen, you as a MAC 
 
        20   member, please, let us know via Denise Hahn who's our 
 
        21   enterprise team if you have specific issues or concerns 
 
        22   related to this project.  So as we develop a proposal, 
 
        23   which we aren't even really at -- this is sort of trying 
 
        24   to map it out -- that those things can be taken into 
 
        25   account and dealt with, whether it be to the degree we've 
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         1   just heard, you know, in terms of percentage removal; 
 
         2   we're really far from that at this point in time.  This is 
 
         3   the initial sort of let us know what you're thinking 
 
         4   regarding mitigating the effects of catastrophic fires in 
 
         5   this general area of the mountain, around 15,000 acres, 
 
         6   and then we can move ahead to generate alternatives -- 
 
         7   well, not so many alternatives because we don't have to 
 
         8   under HFRA, but a proposed project that responds to that. 
 
         9        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  And I would assume that 
 
        10   several of the groups that you referred to earlier when we 
 
        11   had the fire discussion, you had been in contact with them 
 
        12   or will be presenting to them because I know there's been 
 
        13   a huge coalition that's been meeting on the last fire up 
 
        14   there.  So okay.  We will -- 
 
        15        JEANNE WADE EVANS:  Did I accurately portray that? 
 
        16        LAURIE ROSENTHAL:  As far as a timeline that we have 
 
        17   now, the formal scoping where we actually do the official 
 
        18   draft for comments will be before the next Monument 
 
        19   Advisory Committee meeting.  That's one of the reasons we 
 
        20   brought this up now.  You'll all be on the list, e-mail 
 
        21   mailing list.  But this was, to me, the best project. 
 
        22   When you get this type of input up front rather than 
 
        23   before we present the scoping, they are the best projects. 
 
        24   Once we have a formal scoping, if we've contacted the 
 
        25   correct people and they've given their input, that part 
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         1   goes fast. 
 
         2             It's like the triangle goes like this:  This is 
 
         3   the initial stage, and then you have a formal scoping up 
 
         4   here, and then that should give us a small time period. 
 
         5   So we encourage you all to contact -- via e-mail or phone 
 
         6   -- Denise with this, and we will be getting you the formal 
 
         7   scoping via e-mail.  And we will be having a field trip as 
 
         8   well, and you'll be getting information on that. 
 
         9        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Anybody else have any 
 
        10   questions on this?  Okay.  We will certainly encourage 
 
        11   folks to be in touch with you and pass along your 
 
        12   thoughts. 
 
        13             Barbara, you've got it, so I'm sure you're more 
 
        14   than willing to share your thoughts with them.  Anything 
 
        15   else? 
 
        16        GREG ROSS:  Just to reemphasize, Denise is the 
 
        17   primary contact. 
 
        18        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Right. 
 
        19        LAURIE ROSENTHAL:  What is your home number, Greg? 
 
        20        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  It's all on the back.  We 
 
        21   will forget your name once you walk out the door. 
 
        22        JEANNE WADE EVANS:  I don't know if you want to 
 
        23   forget these guys. 
 
        24        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  No, I don't think so.  With 
 
        25   that, lunch has arrived.  I think it looks like maybe 
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         1   Steve went and found it.  But anyway, it's here.  I'm 
 
         2   starved.  It's ten after.  Let's take 15 minutes, grab 
 
         3   something, come back in here, maybe walk around for a 
 
         4   second and then meet here. 
 
         5                  (Lunch recess was taken.) 
 
         6        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Okay.  If we can bring this 
 
         7   back to you.  We heard from Greg, right? 
 
         8        JEANNE WADE EVANS:  Yes. 
 
         9        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Next thing, Gary.  Before we 
 
        10   do that, we want the record to reflect that we acknowledge 
 
        11   that there was a public comment, a period of time; we went 
 
        12   through that time.  There was no public here.  We will 
 
        13   check before the meeting is closed if anybody should come 
 
        14   in to make public comments.  So, Gary, you're on. 
 
        15        GARY WATTS:  Hopefully we can do this in five 
 
        16   minutes, but you never know.  About a year ago -- I think 
 
        17   it was either our January meeting or our spring meeting -- 
 
        18   we did a briefing on a proposed project that State parks 
 
        19   had planned to undertake for a meadow restoration project 
 
        20   in Round Valley which is within the monument boundaries 
 
        21   and within Mount San Jacinto State Park.  An informational 
 
        22   presentation, we made to the committee.  We didn't ask for 
 
        23   any kind of action at that point in time.  You, no doubt, 
 
        24   remember there was controversy regarding that project. 
 
        25   And subsequent to that meeting, we went ahead and closed 
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         1   up our environmental process under CEQA and issued a 
 
         2   mitigated neg dec for that project, received very little 
 
         3   comment, but we did receive some, and then, as you know or 
 
         4   may not know, the project entered litigation.  We were 
 
         5   sued.  The department was sued by other groups for various 
 
         6   reasons, but that lawsuit went ahead and went forward. 
 
         7   I'm not sure if it's totally wrapped up yet or not.  But 
 
         8   anyhow, in our document we have proposed that the only way 
 
         9   we could move forward with the project was if the 
 
        10   conditions were dry enough to allow us to do it.  And last 
 
        11   year being a very wet year and the meadow being very wet, 
 
        12   it just was too wet for us to go up there and do the 
 
        13   project in September, so we voluntarily pulled it back, 
 
        14   because we said we would in the environmental document, 
 
        15   and delayed it until hopefully this year, while the 
 
        16   lawsuit went ahead and moved forward. 
 
        17             Because we gained some time in that period and 
 
        18   because some of the issues that were brought up by other 
 
        19   parties, we decided that we needed to go back and relook 
 
        20   at our approach on the project.  We still think the 
 
        21   project is valid.  We think we need to do it, but we 
 
        22   wanted to address some of the concerns, and one of those 
 
        23   concerns has to do with the State Wilderness Act and the 
 
        24   use of mechanized equipment in State wilderness.  It does 
 
        25   allow for it under the law, but there are provisions in it 
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         1   which dictate how that happens. 
 
         2             Now, the department had adopted its own 
 
         3   procedures and processes on how to do that, but it turns 
 
         4   out that it's not quite in consistency with the State 
 
         5   Wilderness Act.  So as a result of that, we decided to go 
 
         6   back and, in compliance with the State Wilderness Act, 
 
         7   tried to adopt regulations that would put us more in line 
 
         8   with the act and allow for very unique and specific 
 
         9   instances where mechanized equipment could be used, and it 
 
        10   would be modelled very similarly to what the federal 
 
        11   government already uses in their wilderness areas. 
 
        12             So that being said, the department is still 
 
        13   hoping to initiate the project this fall, if we can, 
 
        14   depending on what happens with the lawsuit.  We still 
 
        15   think something needs to be done as far as protecting the 
 
        16   resource.  And before that, we hope to adopt regulations 
 
        17   that would basically tie up all the loose ends as it 
 
        18   relates to the State Wilderness Act.  So we're proposing 
 
        19   to go forward with the adoption of regulations that would 
 
        20   specify when and what and all the details as far as what 
 
        21   we would follow if we proposed to use mechanized equipment 
 
        22   in the wilderness. 
 
        23             And the department should be announcing pretty 
 
        24   soon that we'll be having a couple of public hearings, one 
 
        25   in northern California and one probably in Riverside, that 
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         1   will allow the public to come forward and comment on our 
 
         2   proposal before we go before the administrative law judge 
 
         3   and hopefully to get regulations adopted.  So that being 
 
         4   said, what I was hoping to obtain from the MAC today and 
 
         5   maybe in an advisory -- what did you call it?  Advisory? 
 
         6        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  What exactly is that? 
 
         7        GARY WATTS:  I defer to the Chair on that.  But what 
 
         8   I'm looking for, hopefully, as a representative of the 
 
         9   department and being a member of the committee and the 
 
        10   agency being a member of the national monument and the 
 
        11   project being within the monument boundaries, is Number 
 
        12   (1) some statement of support from the committee as far as 
 
        13   our efforts go as protecting the resources within the 
 
        14   park, specifically within the national monument, a general 
 
        15   statement, nothing that should cause anyone heart burn, 
 
        16   and Number (2) that the committee basically supports the 
 
        17   department in moving forward and involving the public in 
 
        18   adopting some type of regulation as it pertains to 
 
        19   appropriate mechanized use in the wilderness.  And so I've 
 
        20   taken the liberty of drafting a letter that you all can 
 
        21   look at, and if it's okay or if it needs to be changed or 
 
        22   anything like that, I'm hoping that you guys would all 
 
        23   find it appropriate to send on behalf of the committee to 
 
        24   the department on this issue? 
 
        25        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Individually or from the 
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         1   committee? 
 
         2        GARY WATTS:  No.  From the committee. 
 
         3        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  What about from the 
 
         4   individuals? 
 
         5        GARY WATTS:  That would be great. 
 
         6        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  So everybody getting this 
 
         7   letter -- it could be modified to meeting the needs, 
 
         8   depending on if it was from an individual or from the 
 
         9   monument? 
 
        10        GARY WATTS:  Yes. 
 
        11        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Give us all a half a second 
 
        12   to glance at this.  Okay.  Jeff? 
 
        13        JEFF MORGAN:  Yes.  Several comments.  As you 
 
        14   probably know, I was the petitioner in the lawsuit or the 
 
        15   substitute in the amended lawsuit.  I was the original 
 
        16   petitioner.  The lawsuit is nowhere near finished.  The 
 
        17   next hearing is May 11th, 8:30 in the morning.  At that 
 
        18   point, you'll have an opportunity to withdraw the project 
 
        19   under a stipulation and other factors including legal 
 
        20   fees.  If that doesn't occur, it will go to trial.  We 
 
        21   expect to prevail.  In fact, we're fairly sure we will 
 
        22   prevail.  We also are in disagreement as to why the 
 
        23   project was withdrawn.  We believe the project was 
 
        24   withdrawn because of our lawsuit.  The State was in a 
 
        25   position where it couldn't win the lawsuit, so they 
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         1   withdrew it.  Part of that is the result of these proposed 
 
         2   amendments to the regulations.  They can amend the 
 
         3   regulations if they wish, but we didn't bring the lawsuit 
 
         4   regarding their regulations, we brought it regarding the 
 
         5   statute.  And this doesn't change the statute for the use 
 
         6   of planes, helicopters -- however you describe it -- 
 
         7   aircraft.  That's still in the statute.  So changing the 
 
         8   regulations at a lessor level than legislative will not 
 
         9   affect the lawsuit, and it will not allow the project to 
 
        10   go forward.  We also disagree with the fact that the wet 
 
        11   conditions were as such.  We checked the rainfall records 
 
        12   and the rainfall for 2005/2006 was a normal rainfall year. 
 
        13   It wasn't wetter than normal.  It wasn't anything unusual. 
 
        14   The fact that this project when it was first proposed and 
 
        15   they did their initial studies and everything -- they did 
 
        16   it in a drought year, and the meadow was dry but that's in 
 
        17   a -- it's a rare occasion when that meadow is dry.  It's 
 
        18   almost always wet.  It's a wet meadow.  By definition it's 
 
        19   a wet meadow.  And the proposed repairs to the head cut in 
 
        20   this meadow are not necessary.  That head cut had not 
 
        21   changed in the 30 years that I've known it.  It has not 
 
        22   changed in 25, 30 years of other people, very 
 
        23   well-qualified people, Dr. Mike Hamilton of the James 
 
        24   Reserve.  He's very familiar with it.  He's been going up 
 
        25   there for many, many years, probably close to 30 years, 
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         1   has studied the area, and we have other people who are 
 
         2   experts too in the matter of such things.  This project is 
 
         3   totally unnecessary.  That's our conclusion.  It's 
 
         4   well-documented, and so there's no way I think this 
 
         5   committee should be supporting what Mr. Watts is asking 
 
         6   for until the lawsuit is resolved or the project is 
 
         7   withdrawn and the whole thing is back to where it should 
 
         8   be. 
 
         9        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Well -- and I thank you and 
 
        10   appreciate your input and your comments and your opinions. 
 
        11   I'm going to hear from Gary again, and at the completion 
 
        12   of his comments, I really don't want to try to solve the 
 
        13   lawsuit here today.  That is separate and apart, and it 
 
        14   will go through its process, as it should, and those 
 
        15   decisions will be made.  I think the question, though, 
 
        16   remaining in front of us is if there is some sense of 
 
        17   support for the essence of this letter, and not the 
 
        18   essence of the lawsuit or anything other than what's in 
 
        19   the letter, so with that, Gary? 
 
        20        GARY WATTS:  I was going to rebut those comments:  In 
 
        21   the letter, I didn't deliberately reference the project, 
 
        22   so that has nothing do with this letter, and I didn't 
 
        23   reference what's in the regulations.  It's just a 
 
        24   reaffirmation of supporting the public process of trying 
 
        25   to get to a resolution on those things which the law calls 
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         1   for, which gives everybody a chance to comment or 
 
         2   participate in what eventually will come out of it. 
 
         3        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Okay.  Al? 
 
         4        ALLAN MUTH:  Unless I'm missing something here, this 
 
         5   does seem fairly innocuous to me. 
 
         6        JEFF MORGAN:  Well, yes, it does but -- unless you 
 
         7   read this, which is the draft of the proposed amendments, 
 
         8   it somewhat changes it. 
 
         9        ALLAN MUTH:  I have it. 
 
        10        JEFF MORGAN:  The environmental community that I'm in 
 
        11   contact with are very skeptical about this coming along 
 
        12   right on the hills of the Round Valley Project, come 
 
        13   lawsuit.  There's a lot of skepticism within the 
 
        14   community. 
 
        15        ALLAN MUTH:  Okay.  But all we're being asked to do 
 
        16   here is endorse a public process.  That's how I see it as 
 
        17   innocuous. 
 
        18        JEFF MORGAN:  It is in a way, but it is also public 
 
        19   process; as such.  There was a lack of comment.  That's 
 
        20   why this was started. 
 
        21        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Bob, comment? 
 
        22        BOB LYMAN:  I guess I'm kind of confused here because 
 
        23   you're saying you want to give it to the public.  This 
 
        24   seems to be an avenue to get it to the public.  Isn't that 
 
        25   your intent, Jeff? 
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         1        JEFF MORGAN:  I don't have any intent regarding this. 
 
         2   I mean, if State parks want to build something out or do 
 
         3   something, I suggest they put everything to the public as 
 
         4   quick and early in the process as possible, which they 
 
         5   didn't before when they first proposed the Round Valley 
 
         6   repair program.  So the State parks, I believe, does know 
 
         7   the importance of putting things out to the public; when 
 
         8   it chooses to, it does.  But as I say, in the Round Valley 
 
         9   Project, it didn't.  It tried to hurry it through and get 
 
        10   it through without any letter or hindrance. 
 
        11        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Comments?  What we have done 
 
        12   today, on a couple of occasions, is entertained a advisory 
 
        13   -- what did I call it? -- recommendation.  That advisory 
 
        14   recommendation can either be do nothing or to do 
 
        15   something.  Is there anybody here that will suggest an 
 
        16   advisory recommendation? 
 
        17        ALLAN MUTH:  I recommend doing something, and that 
 
        18   would be to support the letter without any comment with 
 
        19   merit to the lawsuit or anything else.  We support the 
 
        20   State park's effort to proceed with the public process and 
 
        21   the reference to protect the resources. 
 
        22        CHAIRPERSON HENDERSON:  Okay.  There's an advisory 
 
        23   recommendation on the table.  Is there a nod of consensus 
 
        24   or support or not?  One, two, three, four, and I would 
 
        25   support it.  Okay.  With that, we have just taken another 
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         1   advisory recommendation.  I don't know what the director 
 
         2   is going to do with all these things, but anyway, we have 
 
         3   done that.  Thank you for bringing this to us.  Jeff, we 
 
         4   also thank you and appreciate your efforts. 
 
         5             (MEETING ADJOURNED AT 1:11 P.M.) 
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