
   
    

SANTA ROSA AND SAN JACINTO MOUNTAINS 
NATIONAL MONUMENT 

 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 

SUMMARY 
September 9, 2006 

 
United States Department of Agriculture   United States Department of the Interior 
    
MEETING LOCATION: PALM DESERT CITY HALL 
   73-510 Fred Waring Drive 
   Palm Desert, CA  92260 
 
DATE AND TIME: Saturday, September 9, 2006 
   9:02 a.m. to 1:08 p.m. 
 
ATTENDING: 
Monument  Advisory Committee Members: 
GARY WATTS, District Superintendent, California Department of Parks and Recreation 
TERRY HENDERSON, City of La Quinta 
JEFF MORGAN, Sierra Club, Local Conservation Organization 
RIC SERVICE, Winter Park Authority 
ROBERT BROCKMAN, City of Rancho Mirage 
BUFORD CRITES, City of Palm Desert 
BARBARA GONZALES-LYONS, Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians 
BILL HAVERT, Coachella Valley Mountains Conservancy 
ALLAN MUTH, expertise in natural science and research, University of California,  
           Riverside, Philip Boyd Deep Canyon Research Center 
DAWN WELLMAN, Pinyon Community Council 
BOB LYMAN, Regional Office Manager, County of Riverside 
JIM FOOTE, Designated Federal Official; Acting Santa Rosa and San Jacinto  
     Mountains National Monument Manager 
 
STAFF AND PRESENTERS: 
JEANNE WADE-EVENS, National Monument Board of Directors, U.S. Forest Service, 
               San Bernardino National Forest Supervisor 
LAURIE ROSENTHAL, National Monument Board of Directors, U.S. Forest Service,  
                San Bernardino National Forest, San Jacinto District Ranger 
FRANK MOWRY, BLM, Santa Rosa and San Jacinto Mountains National Monument  
                  Writer-Editor 
 
ABSENT 
 
PAUL MARCHAND, City of Cathedral City 
MARY ROCHE, City of Indian Wells 
Barbara Bergman, alternate for Pinyon Communities Council 
 
AGENDA TOPICS 
 
Call To Order: Gary Watts, MAC Chair 



   
    
 
Roll Call: See above for names of members in attendance. With a quorum present, the 
meeting continued. Formal announcement of Frank Bogert, representative for City of 
Palm Springs, having resigned from MAC for personal reasons, this position is in the 
current call for nominations and discussions have been held with Palm Springs City 
Clerk about need for new representative.  
 
Approval of Minutes: Members present voted to approve the minutes, with appropriate 
corrections (see full transcription of court reporter’s minutes for details) from the last 
June 3, 2006, MAC meeting. 

 
Vote for new officers – Terry Henderson, Chairperson; Al Muth, Vice Chairperson 
 
Decision – Schedule for FY07 MAC meetings – Agreed to meet four times in FY07, 
keeping meetings on first Saturday of March, June, December and second Saturday in 
September. National monument staff will provide projected schedule to members for 
final approval by next meeting. Location is to remain at Palm Desert, for now. There 
was some discussion about future fees for using Palm Desert location and for MAC to 
consider location changes. Additionally, MAC may send formal request to Palm Desert 
to request a waiver of fees, no guarantees.  
 
Decision – MAC Charter renewal – Members were advised of need to renew charter, 
and provided with basic timelines to meet required deadlines. Renewal process should 
begin by late January or early February. Charter will expire in September 2007, there 
was some discussion about number of FACA committees undergoing renewal and why 
it takes so long to renew this Charter. It was recommended members consider 
establishment of work group to deal with charter issues no later than December, 
including looking at opportunities to better define roles and responsibilities. Decision 
was made for ‘steering’ work group (consisting of Jeff Morgan, Bill Havert and Buford 
Crites and the DFO) to take on this task and for copy of charter to be provided to all 
members for review. Any editor comments or changes should be forwarded to 
monument manager. 
 
Dunn Road Report – National monument manager provided prepared report on 
Agencies decision for Dunn Road. Recommendation made for MAC Chairperson to 
establish work group to look at moving forward on Dunn Road maintenance issues. 
Decision was made to add this to the duties of the ‘steering’ work group, which would 
also include Barbra Gonzales Lyons, who was on the previous Dunn Road work group 
(all previous work groups were disestablished at last MAC meeting).  
 
Hang Gliding Report – Jim Foote provided report, citing National Monument 
Management Plan’s prohibition of launches of hang gliders and similar aircraft from and 
landing on BLM and National Forest lands within and adjacent to essential Peninsular 
Rangers bighorn sheep habitat in the national monument, including Vista Point. In 
accordance with other plans, BLM will initiate an EAS addressing a range of alternatives 
to the unregulated launches from Vista Point. This will not take place until such time as 
the agency has the necessary staff. Currently the agency is in the process of recruiting 
additional staff to meet this and other needs.  
 



   
    
Concerns – Monument Boundary Revisions – when originally established there were 
some areas not included within national monument boundaries. There is a plan to now 
include this areas within the national monument and to look toward seeking additional 
areas for future inclusion. (see transcript for details of this discussion).   
 
Public Comment (no speakers) 
 
Lunch Break 
 
Balance of meeting on captured via digital recording, copies of digital recording 
available upon request through national monument manager.  
 
Summary of digital recording 
 
MAC minutes recording – DFO advised group all meetings would now be digitally 
recorded, the court reporter would transcribe minutes of meeting through Public 
Comment Period.  Balance of meeting would be available in digital format upon request. 
The court reporter would remain on site in case any action or decisions were needed to 
be included in minutes.  
 
Presentation – Coachella Valley Mountains Conservancy – Bill Havert provided brief 
power point presentation on activities of CVMC with regards to the national monument. 
(This presentation is part of a series where national monument stakeholders are given 
an opportunity to show how they are involved within the national monument.  
 
Friends of the Desert Mountains – FODM Volunteer coordinator, Beth Cassidy 
provided brief handouts showing status of grants. She briefly mentioned plans to 
contact past and present volunteers while attempting to develop another new volunteer 
recruiting program, with plans to have an additional two or three volunteers working at 
the National Monument Visitor Center and upwards to 200 student volunteers.  
 
La Quinta special event – Terry Henderson, representative brought up some of the 
plans for a special dedication to take place Oct. 24, 2006. 
 
MAC members update – Members were advised of status of memberships, and 
advised of the need for additional nomination applications for Building and Industry 
representative, another environmental/conservation application and a representative 
and alternate for Palm Springs. Conversations and discussion have been held with a 
number of individuals in each of these areas. There is still enough time to have 
everything completed and appointments to be made prior to the March 2007 deadline. 
 
News.bytes request – Members advised of additional needs for photographs and any 
additional biographical inputs for use by BLM’s electronic newsletter.  
 
Agency updates – USFS has been performing some trails maintenance along Forest 
trails, fuels reduction projects are continuing.  
 
BLM has a draft EIS for the installation of new power lines project, which run across 
some national monument lands.  Plans are underway to advertise for an Outdoor 
Recreation Planner to handle projects previously covered by Jim Foote, additionally 



   
    
seeking a Ranger from USFS, perhaps as a TERM hire at the GS-7 level. Still seeking 
additional personnel for the Visitor Center, however this is on hold for the present. 
 
There were plans to work with Palm Desert in clean-up and graffiti removal along 
Highway 74 and at Vista Point, BLM has obligated $10,000 for these projects; however, 
CALTRANS has stalled this project over safety and rights-of-way issues.         
 
Review/Summary/Next Meeting Agenda Topics – Next meeting, December 2, 2006 
to be held at Top of the Tram, 8:45 a.m. tram car available free for members and 
anyone interested in attending the meeting. Presentations are expected from Winter 
Park Authority and California Parks and Recreation, lunch will be provided to members 
by the Winter Park Authority. Expect to hear reports from work group regarding Dunn 
Road, Charter renewal, project prioritization, and national monument boundary 
changes. Also members are seeking information regarding marketing of documentary, 
visitor center events, status of signs and plans by FODM for national monument Web 
address simplification.    
 
Adjournment – 1:08 p.m. 
 
Complete minutes and all submitted written comments are available for public review at 
the Palm Springs/south coast Field Office during business hours: P.O. box 581260, 690 
West Garnet Avenue, North Palm Springs, CA 92258; 760-251-4800. 


