
   
    

SANTA ROSA AND SAN JACINTO MOUNTAINS 
NATIONAL MONUMENT 

 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 

SUMMARY 
June 3, 2006 

 
United States Department of Agriculture   United States Department of the Interior 
    
MEETING LOCATION: PALM DESERT CITY HALL 
   73-510 Fred Waring Drive 
   Palm Desert, CA  92260 
 
DATE AND TIME: Saturday, June 3, 2006 
   9:01 a.m. to 1:42 p.m. 
 
ATTENDING: 
Monument  Advisory Committee Members: 
GARY WATTS, District Superintendent, California Department of Parks and Recreation 
TERRY HENDERSON, City of La Quinta 
ROBERT BROCKMAN, City of Rancho Mirage 
BUFORD CRITES, City of Palm Desert 
BARY FREET, City of Cathedral City 
PAUL MARCHAND, City of Cathedral City 
BARBARA GONZALES-LYONS, Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians 
BILL HAVERT, Coachella Valley Mountains Conservancy 
JEFF MORGAN, Sierra Club, Local Conservation Organization 
ALLAN MUTH, expertise in natural science and research, University of California,  
           Riverside, Philip Boyd Deep Canyon Research Center 
BOB LYMAN, Regional Office Manager, County of Riverside 
RIC SERVICE, Winter Park Authority 
DAWN WELLMAN, Pinyon Community Council 
MARY ROCHE, City of Indian Wells 
JIM FOOTE, Designated Federal Official; Acting Santa Rosa and San Jacinto  
     Mountains National Monument Manager 
 
Barbara Bergman, alternate for Pinyon Communities Council 
 
STAFF AND PRESENTERS: 
STEVEN BORCHARD, National Monument Board of Directors, BLM California Desert 
               District Manager 
GINA THOMPSON, U.S. Forest Service, Deputy National Monument Manager 
JEANNE WADE-EVENS, National Monument Board of Directors, U.S. Forest Service, 
               San Bernardino National Forest Supervisor 
LAURIE ROSENTHAL, National Monument Board of Directors, U.S. Forest Service,  
                San Bernardino National Forest, San Jacinto District Ranger 
GAIL ACHESON, National Monument Board of Directors, Bureau of Land Management 
       Palm Springs-South Coast Office Field Manager 
TRACY ALBRECHT: BLM Santa Rosa and San Jacinto Mountains National Monument 
       Interpretive Specialist 



   
    
FRANK MOWRY, BLM, Santa Rosa and San Jacinto Mountains National Monument  
                  Writer-Editor 
 
TOM DAVIS, Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians, Tribal Planning Director 
NORM WALKER, U.S. Forest Service, Fire Management Officer 
KERMIT JOHANSSEN, U.S. Forest Service, Landscape Architect 
 
 
AGENDA 
 
Call To Order: Terry Henderson, MAC Vice Chair presiding 
 
Roll Call: See above for names of members in attendance. With a quorum present, the 
meeting continued.  
 
Approval of Minutes: Members present voted to approve the minutes from the last 
March 4, 2006, MAC meeting, with one abstention. 

 
Standard Reporting Items 
 

Introduction of new member – Jim Foote introduced Ric Service, new 
appointee representing Winter Park Authority, Rob Parkins’ appointment 
expires in July; and Paul Marchand, new appointee representing Cathedral 
City, Bary Freet’s appointment expires in July.  
 
Recognition of retiring members – Jim recognized and presented a gift. 
Thank you offered on behalf of MAC by Gary Watts, MAC Chairperson. 
 
Status, Chairperson and Vice Chairperson – Gary Watts, advised next 
meeting will be time to elect new chairperson and vice chairperson. 
Additionally Mr. Watts, will be retiring in September, but will remain as a MAC 
representative until new representative has been appointed. [Note: Not 
mentioned, next meeting will also including scheduling for FYO7 MAC 
meetings, and discussions regarding September Charter renewal, which 
needs to begin before March 2007.]  
 
MAC appointments and nominations – Frank Mowry advised status of 
appointment and nominations. Currently accepting nomination applications for 
five position expiring in March 2007; representatives for Palm Springs, La 
Quinta, local building and/or industry, local conservation and/or environmental 
group, and California State Parks or Fish and Wildlife. Deadline for receipt of 
applications is July 23, 2006. Decision to issue extension will be made first 
week of July. Need two nominations for each position, primary and alternate.  
 
Also advised next group of five to expire will be December 16, 2008, for 
Rancho Mirage, Palm Desert, Agua Caliente, Pinyon Community Council, and 
academic in natural resources or environmental research and science, 
process should begin around March 2008.   
 



   
    

Introduction of Board of Directors – Jim Foote introduced National 
Monument board member in attendance at this meeting (see list of names 
above)  
 
National Monument staffing – (see following summary) 
Manager status – (see following summary) 
Deputy Manager assignment – (see following summary) 
Visitor Center staff – (see following summary) 
 
Jim Foote advised current recently revised table of organization authorized 
five permanent positions on monument staff. 
Monument manager, interpretive specialist, two BLM park rangers, and one 
USFS service information contact specialist. Presently only tow of these 
positions are permanently filled – BLM Interpretive Specialist Tracy Albrecht, 
and BLM Ranger Bonnie Adkins. 
 
Mr. Foote, just completed a 120-day detail as acting monument manager and 
will begin a one-year temporary assignment as monument manager beginning 
Sunday, June 4, 2006, with possible extensions. MAC advised the writer-editor 
position is a TERM assignment due to expire in November.  
 
USFS created the deputy monument manager position being filled by Gina 
Thompson, this is a 120-day details due to expire in September.  
 
Regarding question from Jeff Morgan about when open positions are expected 
to be filled. Mr. Foote explained he was just beginning the one-year detail as 
monument manager, which “…may continue for a while, so that one remains 
to be seen how long that will take.” The BLM park ranger is being reviewed to 
see how best to utilize the position.  
 
Terry Henderson asked Mr. Foote how may volunteers the national monument 
had and how important the volunteer program is to the national monument. Mr. 
Foote deferred to Tracy Albrecht, while saying the need for volunteer is great. 
“The future of the monument, in my mind, is one of partnerships and 
volunteerism as part of those partnerships is huge, and wee need to build that 
to the greatest degree we can.” 
 
According to Ms Albrecht, the national monument BLM program has two 
volunteers, used on a regular basis of eight plus hours weekly. The Friends of 
the Desert Mountains have been conducting book sales from their book store, 
and they have had some difficulties with their volunteer coordinators, “…so we 
are hopping they will be recruiting significant number and quality volunteers.”  
 

Please see full transcript for full details on above items. 
 

 
National Monument Budget Status – Mr.  Foote provided handouts to the MAC 
members. 
 



   
    

FY06 Expenditures – Handout reflect accomplishments from some one-time 
funding received through efforts of Rep. Mary Bono.  
 
FY07 Funding – Handout reflect a one-time recreation funding add-on of 
$493,000 and a reduction in base funding of the same amount. Anticipate 
receipt of addition funding, similar to what was received in FYO6. 
 
Universal Budget Considerations – Include the many field office personnel 
who are doing collateral duties within the national monument as part of their 
regular duties.  
 
MAC member asked questions regarding campground and safety issues and 
how funding was provided to cover those costs. Majority of campgrounds and 
camp sites are on USFS lands. Specific sites were mentioned and additional 
discussion regarding maintenance issues at these sites. Discussion shifted to 
distribution of USFS funds with regards to the national monument. 
 

Please see full transcript for full details on above items. 
 

News 
 

Recording of MAC Meeting Minutes – Discussion continued from last 
meeting. In order to look at other options, meeting minutes are being taken by 
Tracy Albrecht, and the court reporter. Ms Albrecht’s summary will be provided 
for comparison with the court reporter’s notes. 
 
There are still a number of options being considered, and we can re-visit this 
issue at the next meeting after everyone has had a chance to review the two 
sets of minutes.  
 

At 10:00 a.m., the agenda moved forward to Tom Davis’ presentation 
 

Presentation –  National Monument Accomplishments by Agua Caliente Band of 
  Cahuilla Indians, by Tom Davis 
 
Before Mr. Davis began, Jim Foote mention this was one of the items to be include in 
the proposed Standardized Agenda format, and asked members to consider 
volunteering to make a presentation before the group at the next meeting. 
Mr. Davis’ presentation focused on projects ‘on the ground’ being accomplished by the 
Agua Caliente within the national monument. The presentation provided a brief history 
or overview of Agua Caliente’s involvement in the national monument, from 
management issues to actual hands-on operations such as removal of non-native, 
invasive species, like tamarisk.  
 
The tribe has also assisted in providing outreach and interpretive materials, working on 
the MSHCP with regards to tribal lands within the national monument. The tribe is also 
assisting in studies and research within Deep Canyon, and other national monument 
sites.  
 

(See complete transcript for details on this and other topics.) 



   
    
 
Highway 74 Evacuation Route Briefing by Norm Walker – Norm Walker, USFS 
Division Chief, in charge of the fire, fuel, and aviation assets on the San Jacinto Ranger 
District. He briefly presented a history of fire management from the 1880s to present. 
He identified the area he USFS is responsible for and what has been recommended for 
an evacuation route, in the event of a serious fire.  
 
The project proposes to place a buffer along each side of the highway to a maximum 
depth of 300 ft. The ides is to thin out these areas, not clear cut to the ground, form 
Highway 371, to just east of Pinyon Fire Station on Highway 74. Because this is part of 
a ‘scenic’ highway, the idea is to clear enough to make it defensible without destroying 
the visual value.  
 

(See complete transcript for details on this and other topics.) 
 
Public Comment (no speakers) 
 
Since no members of the public present were interested in addressing the MAC, an 
opportunity was given to allow Mr. Kermit Johanssen, USFS Landscape Architect to 
speak and present some examples of what was being planned in the fuels reduction 
plan for the evacuation route. Again, the plan for the fuels reduction along Highway 74 
is to make it appear as nothing has been done. .  
 

Standardized Agenda – Jim Foote presented his view of a standardized 
agenda for all future MAC meeting. The idea is to have some standard issues 
to be reported on at each meeting. One of the new items would be a 
presentation of national monument accomplishments by our various partners 
and stakeholders within the national monument.  
 
The Public Comment Period will remain at 11:00 a.m., afterwards will be the 
MAC work group reports, as needed. The lunch break would be expected to 
take place around noon. Reports would continue after lunch, if needed. This 
plan was moved on and approved by the members without any further 
discussion.  
 
Hang Gliding Update – In a March 9, 2006 e-mail, Jim Foote indicated a 
decision would be made by September 30, 2006, whether or not to go forward 
with an amendment to the monument management plan. 
 
Dunn Road Update – Jim Foote provided a hand-out showing scope of 
project and estimates of costs. Forest Service engineers project costs at 
$339,000. A decision will be made by September 30, 2006, as to how this 
project should proceed.  
 
Decisions still need to make “…determination of need and purpose, which 
direction is the right one to go, and then take it from that in terms of, well, if it 
was a repair scenario, for instance, the huge question is how do we move 
forward with that in terms of funding?” said Mr. Foote. 
 

Please see full transcript for full details on above items. 



   
    

 
Round Valley Meadow Erosion Project Update – Gary Watts, in his role 
with California State Parks and Recreation advised of a suit by San 
Bernardino Valley Audubon Society against proceeding with this project. 
According to Jeff Morgan, a hearing on this case is scheduled for June 26 to 
determine the status of the case participants. 
 
National Monument Boundary Sign Update – Jim Foote provided two 
example of possible signs for the MAC members to review and make a 
recommendation on usage.  
 
Several member requested samples be made available to take back to 
respective city councils in order to complete funding and/or purchasing 
process. Mr. Foote plans on providing purchasing information and details to all 
members.  
 
National Monument Assessment Approval – Copy of the Monument 
Assessment has been placed on the national monument Web pages as a link 
at: http://www.blm.gov/ca/palmsprings/santarosa/santa_rosa_national_monument.html  
This is the approved final version and it is available for the public.  
 
Highway 74 National Monument Sign Update – the sign on Highway 74 has 
been removed and placed into storage, and new smaller sign is being installed 
by the Forest Service.  
 
There was some discussion about needed repair work on the Santa Rosa 
Gate, and concerns about the lack of adequate signage at the National 
Monument Visitor Center.  
 
BLM News.Bytes Request – Frank Mowry explained the request by BLM’s 
News.Bytes on-line newsletter to feature members of the MAC. He provided 
samples and copies of existing biographies. On another issue, the issue of the 
Privacy Act, also discussed and members were asked to respond. 
 
Representative Mary Bono Honored – Article from Desert Sun provided 
about recent ceremony held in honor of Rep. Bono. 
 
Highway 74 Graffiti Removal/Trash Collection – Working with City of Palm 
Desert to contract graffiti and trash removal along Highway 74 up to Vista 
Point and Arrowsmith trailhead, Details are still being worked out between 
BLM and the City. 
 
Late Items – La Quinta will be dedicating a bronze relief at La Quinta Cover in 
October, and national monument staff will be participating in this event.  
 

Please see full transcript for full details on above items. 
 
Lunch Break 
 



   
    
Establishment of MAC Work Groups – During the development of the Plan several 
work groups were established. These groups actually did the work and then reported 
back to the MAC on the results. [Note: These work groups were never formally 
disestablished, they just stopped meeting.] In discussions between the national 
monument manager and the MAC chairperson, decision to keep work group small, the 
manager or deputy manager would need to be a member of each group, consisting of 
three MAC members.  
 
Please see full transcript for full details on this item. 
 
Assessment Implementation/Steering – Please see full transcript for full details on 
this item. 

 
Trails Plan Implementation – Please see full transcript for full details on this item. 

 
Communications/Outreach – Please see full transcript for full details on this item. 

 
Ad Hoc – Please see full transcript for full details on this item. 
 
End result a motion was made to formally cancel all existing committees or work 
groups, and start again with interested members, willing to attend. 

 
Review/Summary/Next Meeting Agenda Topics – Bill Havert agreed to provide a 
presentation to the next MAC regarding national monument accomplishments. Next 
meeting scheduled for September 9, 2006, in order to avoid the holiday on the first 
Saturday weekend.  
 
Adjournment – 1:42 p.m. 
 
Complete minutes and all submitted written comments are available for public review at 
the Palm Springs/south coast Field Office during business hours: P.O. box 581260, 690 
West Garnet Avenue, North Palm Springs, CA 92258; 760-251-4800. 


