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Title 14, Section 630 of the 

California Code of Regulations 

California Code of Regulations 
Title 14. Natural Resources 

Division 1. Fish and Game Commission – Department of Fish and Game 
Chapter 11. Ecological Reserves. 

§ 630. Ecological Reserves. 

The areas specified in this chapter have been declared by the Fish and Game Commission to be ecological 
reserves. A legal description of the boundaries of each ecological reserve is on file at the department's 
headquarters, 1416 Ninth Street, Sacramento. Ecological reserves are established to provide protection for 
rare, threatened or endangered native plants, wildlife, aquatic organism and specialized terrestrial or 
aquatic habitat types. Public entry and use of ecological reserves shall be compatible with the primary 
purposes of such reserves, and subject to the following applicable general rules and regulations, except as 
otherwise provided for in the special area regulations: 

(a) General Rules and Regulations: 

(1) 	 Protection of Resources. No person shall mine or disturb geological formations 
or archeological artifacts or take or disturb any bird or nest, or eggs thereof, or any plant, 
mammal, fish, mollusk, crustacean, amphibian, reptile, or any other form of plant or 
animal life in an ecological reserve except as provided in subsections 630 (a)(2) and 
(a)(8). The department may implement enhancement and protective measures to assure 
proper utilization and maintenance of ecological reserves. 

(2) Fishing. Fishing shall be allowed in accordance with the general fishing 
regulations of the commission except that the method of taking fish shall be limited to 
angling from shore. No person shall take fish for commercial purposes in any ecological 
reserve except by permit from the commission. 

(3) Collecting. No collecting shall be done in an ecological reserve except by permit 
issued pursuant to section 650 of these regulations. Any person applying for a permit 
must have a valid scientific collecting permit issued pursuant to part 3 of this title. 
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(4) Motor Vehicles. No person shall drive, operate, leave, or stop any motor 
vehicle, bicycle, tractor, or other type of vehicle in an ecological reserve except on 
designated access roads and parking areas. 

(5) Swimming. No person shall swim, wade, dive, or use any diving equipment 
within an ecological reserve except as authorized under the terms of a permit issued 
pursuant to subsection (3). 

(6) Boating. No person shall launch or operate a boat or other floating device within 
an ecological reserve except by permit from the commission. 

(7) Trails. The department may designate areas within an ecological reserve where 
added protection of plant or animal life is desirable, and may establish equestrian or 
walking trails or paths within such designated areas. No person shall walk or ride 
horseback in such areas except upon the established trails or paths. 

(8) Firearms. No person shall fire or discharge any firearm, bow and arrow, air or 
gas gun, spear gun, or any other weapon of any kind within or into an ecological reserve 
or possess such weapons within an ecological reserve, except law enforcement personnel 
and as provided for in individual area regulations that allow for hunting. 

(9) Ejection. Employees of the department may eject any person from an ecological 
reserve for violation of any of these rules or regulations or for any reason when it appears 
that the general safety or welfare of the ecological reserve or persons thereon is 
endangered. 

(10) Public Entry. Public entry may be restricted on any area at the discretion of the 
department to protect the wildlife, aquatic life, or habitat. No person, except state and 
local law enforcement officers, fire suppression agencies and employees of the 
department in the performance of their official duties or persons possessing written 
permission from the department, may enter any ecological reserve, or portion thereof, 
which is closed to public entry. No person may enter any Ecological Reserve between 
sunset and sunrise except with written permission from the Department, which may be 
granted for purposes including night fishing in accordance with subsection (a)(2) from 
designated shore areas only. 

A $2.00 day use pass or a valid $10.00 annual wildlife pass is required of all users of 
Elkhorn Slough and Upper Newport Bay ecological reserves except for users that possess 
a valid California sport fishing license hunting license or trapping license, or users that 
are under 16 years of age or users that are part of an organized youth or school group and 
having free permits issued by the appropriate regional office. Refer to subsection 
550(b)(16)(B), Title 14, CCR, for regulations for fee requirements for wildlife areas. 

(11) Introduction of Species. Unless authorized by the commission, the release of any 
fish or wildlife species, including domestic or domesticated species, or the introduction of 
any plant species, is prohibited. The department may reintroduce endemic species on 
ecological reserves for management purposes. 

(12) Feeding of Wildlife. The feeding of wildlife is prohibited. 
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(13) Pesticides. The use of pesticides is prohibited on any ecological reserve unless 
authorized by the commission with the exception that the department may use pesticides 
for management purposes and for public safety. 

(14) Litter. No person shall deposit, drop, or scatter any debris on any ecological 
reserve except in a receptacle or area designated for that purpose. Where no designated 
receptacles are provided, any refuse resulting from a person's use of an area must be 
removed from that area by such person. 

(15) Grazing. The grazing of livestock is prohibited on any ecological reserve. 

(16) Falconry. Falconry is prohibited. 

(17) Aircraft. No person shall operate any aircraft or hovercraft within a reserve, 
except as authorized by a permit from the commission. 

(18) Pets. Pets, including dogs and cats, are prohibited from entering reserves unless 
they are retained on a leash of less than ten feet or are inside a motor vehicle, except as 
provided for in individual area regulations that allow for hunting or training activities. 

(19) Fires. No person shall light fireworks or other explosive or incendiary devices, 
or start or maintain any fire on or in any reserve, except for management purposes as 
provided in subsection (a)(1). 

(20) Camping. No person shall camp on/in any ecological reserve. 

(21) Vandalism. No person shall tamper with, damage or remove any property not 
his own when such property is located within an ecological reserve. 
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