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WHIPPLE MOUNTAINS
WILDERNESS

Size: 76,063 acres.

Location:

Whipple Mountains Wilderness is located in San Bernardino County, California approximately 50 miles
southeast of Needles, California. The southern boundary of the area is approximately 4 miles north of
California Highway 62. Maps of the area can be obtained from the Bureau of Land Management Field
Offices in Needles, California or Lake Havasu City, Arizona.

(Note: Boundary set backs from roads or trails are 30 to 300 feet)

Area Description :

The large east-west oriented Whipple Mountains comprise the dominant land form within this 79,861-acre
(approximate) wilderness. A low angle fault separates the pale green formations of the western side from
the striking brick-red, steeply carved volcanics of the eastern side. Whipple Peak is the highest point in
the range at an elevation of 4,131 ft. Landforms are diverse and range from valley floors and washes to
steep-walled canyons, domed peaks, natural bridges, and eroded spires. Two major vegetative associa-
tions are present within the wilderness area, the Sonora creosote bush scrub and Sonoran thorn for-

est. Dominant vegetation is creosote bush scrub, palo verde, ironwood, smoke tree, and numerous spe-
cies of cacti including cholla, saguaro, foxtail, and prickly pear. Wildlife species include bighorn sheep,
mule deer, wild burros, coyote, black-tailed jackrabbits, ground squirrels, kangaroo rats, quail, roadrun-
ners, owls, the threatened desert tortoise, and several species of rattlesnakes and lizards. The Whipple
Mountains provide superior nesting and foraging habitat for a number of raptors; including prairie falcons,
golden eagles, red-tailed hawks, and Cooper’s hawks.

threatened desert tortoise.

Please Note!!

Camping or engaging in any other recreational activity within 200
yards of a wildlife watering source for a period of more than thirty (30)
minutes is prohibited. Water is a very precious resource in the desert
save it for wildlife!

WHIPPLE WASH HIKE

To reach the trailhead from the California, start
ant the intersection of HWY 95 And HWY 62
proceed to Earp Ca. then stay to the left and go
north approximately 15 miles. Turn left at Black
Meadow Landing Road continue for 6 miles then
turn left at the sign that directs you to Havasu
Palms. ( From this point on the road is unim-
proved and high clearance or 4X4 vehicle
may be required.) After 2 miles take the left
fork of the road following the high tension power
lines of the MWD right of way. Another two
miles will bring you to the post and cable barrier
marking the trailhead. From Arizona cross the

Plan Ahead and Prepare
Travel and Camp on Durable Surfaces
Dispose of Waste Properly

Colorado River at Parker AZ, make a right at Leave What you Find

Earp CA and follow the d|rect|ons_ fron_1 there as Minimize Campﬁre Impacts
you would when coming from California. From o

the trailhead hike west following the major wash Respect Wildlife

NownkLbhe=

as your route. Be Considerate of Other Visitors
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