
CADIZ DUNES HIKE 



Size: 19,308 acres.  
Location: San Bernardino County; 40 miles east of Twentynine Palms, California (Note: Boundary set backs from 
roads or trails are 30 to 300 feet)  
Area Description :  
The 21,298-acre (approximate) Cadiz Dunes Wilderness encompasses a major portion of the Cadiz Dune system 
and desert shrub lowlands just east of the dunes.  These small dunes were formed by north winds pushing sands off 
the Cadiz Dry Lake.  Due to the remote location of these dunes, they had very little OHV use prior to their designation 
as wilderness.  The pristine nature of the dunes and the beautiful spring display of unique dune plants make the area 
a favorite for photographers.  Borrego milkvetch occurs in the sand dunes and is listed by the California Native Plant 
Society as rare and endangered in California.  Wildlife is typical for the Mojave Desert; including coyote, black-tailed 
jackrabbits, ground squirrels, kangaroo rats, quail, roadrunners, rattlesnakes, and several species of lizards. 
Getting There From 29 Palms: Travel 62 miles east of Twentynine Palms on State Highway 62. Turn north and fol-
low the graveled Cadiz Road for 26 miles. The next 5 miles of the Cadiz Road forms the eastern boundary of the wil-
derness. Cadiz Road is passable by two-wheel drive vehicles, but the southern and northern routes to the dunes re-
quire four-wheel drive vehicles.  
Getting There From Barstow:  South on Kelbaker Rd. to National Trail Hwy ( Old Route 66) East of National Trail 
Hwy to Chambless (ghost-town).  Turn right on Cadiz Rd. where you will see a sign for Cadiz Farms. Go 4.5 miles 
and cross railroad tracks. Cadiz Farms goes to the right, do not take this road it is closed to the public.  Go straight for 
another 2 miles.  Turn left to cross another railroad track. The road turns to dirt, and forks.  Take the road to the left 
that parallels the railroad track and El Paso Natural Gas Pipeline Right of Way.  Travel on this dirt road for 8.7 miles 
then turn right towards dunes.  The distance to the Parking area is 2.9 miles and is sandy. 4x4 recommended. 

Cadiz Dunes  
Wilderness 

1. Plan Ahead and Prepare 
2. Travel and Camp on Durable Surfaces 
3. Dispose of Waste Properly 
4. Leave What you Find 
5. Minimize Campfire Impacts 
6. Respect Wildlife 
7. Be Considerate of Other Visitors 

Please Note!! 
Camping or engaging in any other recreational activity with in 200 
yards of a wildlife watering source for a period of more than thirty (30) 
minutes is prohibited. Water is a very precious resource in the desert 
save it for wildlife! 

Cadiz Dunes Hike 
From the parking area pick your route from the mean-
dering ridges to deep bowls as no trails exist.  The 
ever changing landscape of 100 foot tall dunes make 
for a new hiking and photographic experience each 
time you visit. 
 
Sands blown in from Cadiz Dry Lake create a dy-
namic spectacle of light and shadow as the sun and 
clouds move across the valley.  Home to the Borrego 
Milk Vetch,  and Dune Evening Primrose, look closely 
and you can see sign of nightly visitors (Kangaroo 
Rat, Jackrabbit and Coyote) in the dunes morning 
light. 
. 
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