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| Hike from Rt. 95 to the Colorado River
or simply hike to any point and return.
Trampas Wash CLOSED to vehicles.
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Chemehuevi Mountains
Wilderness Area

Size: 85,801 acres.

Location: San Bernardino County; 12 miles southeast of Needles, California (Note: Boundary set backs
from roads or trails are 30 to 300 feet)

Area Description :

The 85,831-acre (approximate) wilderness area encompasses the rugged, granitic Chemehuevi Moun-
tains. The mountain range is horseshoe-shaped, with the open end facing eastward toward the Colorado
River. Contained within the arms of the horseshoe is a large central valley with low rolling hills covered
by dense stand of cholla and other cacti, ocotillo, and an occasional agave. Viewed from the west, the
striking light, almost white, granite peaks contrast sharply with the rich green creosote and cactus-
covered bajada. A few miles from the Colorado River, the mountains change dramatically from light-
colored granite to dark red and gray volcanic spires and mesas. Broad, sandy, tree-lined Red Rock and
Trampas Washes cross the wilderness from west to east. A number of springs and seeps a found in the
area. The flora and fauna in the area are rich in species diversity due to its position between the Sonoran
and Mohave Desert ecosystems and due to the infusion of river species and species principally found in
eastern Arizona. Wildlife includes bighorn sheep, wild burros, desert mule deer, mountain lions, coyote,
black-tailed jackrabbits, ground squirrels, kangaroo rats, roadrunners, quail, rattlesnakes, and several
species of lizards. The extreme southwestern portion of the wilderness provides critical habitat for the
threatened desert tortoise.

Please Note!!

Camping or engaging in any other recreational activity with in 200
yards of a wildlife watering source for a period of more than thirty (30)
minutes is prohibited. Water is a very precious resource in the desert
save it for wildlife!

Trampas Wash Hike

Trampas Wash is a traditional route to the Colorado
River where one can enjoy desert seclusion on their
way to the cool water of the river. The trail begins at
the vehicle gate off Route 95. The first few miles
consist of an open, mostly flat desert area. The trail
then heads into the wilderness interior, surrounded
by the impressive white, granite mountains. The
wash becomes isolated by encompassing slopes and
walls of the surrounding mountains. At the trails
fork in a large open wash area, there is a change in
the rocks’ colors to red. The rocks have interesting
formations with “cubby” like holes and intents. To
the Northeast, a trail goes to Red Rock Falls and
Devil’s Elbow. Trampas Wash continues Southeast

Plan Ahead and Prepare
Travel and Camp on Durable Surfaces
Dispose of Waste Properly

(don’t miss the turn), again the trail becomes encom- Leave What you Find

pqssed by s!opes and walls of the sur.roundlng moun- Minimize Campﬁre Impacts
tains. Continue east to where the trail opens to the o

welcoming Colorado River. Respect Wildlife

NownkLbhe=

Be Considerate of Other Visitors
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