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Request for Public Input 
 

 
 
Dear Interested Party: 
 
This letter is a request for comments on a proposed Temporary Use Permit (TUP) 
application filed by Vanda Grubisic, Ph.D., working at the Desert Research Institute, 
Division of Atmospheric Sciences, in Reno, Nevada.  Comments will be used to identify 
issues and concerns for analysis of the proposal in an environmental assessment. 
 
I have enclosed the proposal by Ms Grubisic for your review.  The proposal includes 
several aerial flights over the Inyo Mountain Wilderness.  These flights would be 
between 1000-3000 feet above ground level (AGL).  There would be up to 20 flights 
during a 60 day period during, of which about 10 minutes of each flight would be over 
Wilderness.  The flights would be used to disperse dropsondes, meteorological 
instruments composed of a 15” long cylinder with electronics and 9” long parachute.  The 
dropsondes are bio-degradable except for the circuit board.  It is conceivable that 10-15 
dropsondes might land within Wilderness boundaries.  The BLM would stipulate that 
reasonable attempts be made to recover any dropsondes landing within the Wilderness 
boundary. 
 
This proposal is part of a large scale project funded by the National Science Foundation 
and the National Center for Atmospheric Research, a federal government agency, to 
study large wind-generated rotor events in the Owens Valley.  This project has been on-
going for 2 years and the BLM, U.S. Forest Service and LADWP have previously issued 
permits for a number of temporary, ground-based, measuring systems near Independence 
in support of this project.  The project is expected to provide important scientific data, 
contributing to a better understanding of wind-generated rotor events with the potential to 
increase general aviation safety.  The Owens Valley is considered to be the ideal project 
site due to the steep slopes of the Sierra Nevada and Inyo Mountains that precipitate 
frequent wind-generated rotor events. 
 

   
C A R I N G  F O R  T H E  L A S T  V E S T I G E  O F  W I L D  C A L I F O R N I A  

C O N S E R V A T I O N ,  E D U C A T I O N ,  P A R T N E R S H I P S  



Due to the short time-frame of this proposal, I am requesting that any comments be 
received in this office by January 31, 2006.  If you need more information, please contact 
Larry Primosch at this office 760 872-5031. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Bill Dunkelberger 
Field Manager   














