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BLM Office Arcata Fidd Office Phone No.: (707)825-2300
|. Decision

Having reviewed the* Community Plen for the Mill Creek Watershed” and associaed
environmental assessmert, it isthe BLM’ s decision that the plan will be adopted and
implemented as proposed, along with any mitigating measures or additions described in this
Decision Record. Thisadion isin conformancewith the King Range Ad, the Federal Land
Policy and Management Act, and the King Range National Conservaion Area Resource
Management Plan (2005). Theplanning area encompassed by this decisonislocaed near
Perolia California goproximaely 60 miles outhwest of Eureka (see locaion map). It includes
the entire Mill Creek watershed aswell as an adjoining block of public lands contiguousto
Lighthouse Road, and currently contains approximately 1,400 acresof BLM managed lands (see
Map 1). Any additional lands acquired by the BLM within the wat ershed boundary will be
managed in accordance withthe goals and objectives of thisplan.

I'l. Finding of No Significant | mpact

Based on the analysis of projected environmental impads contained in the Environmental
Assessment CA-330-06-04 for the Community Plan for the Mill Creek Waershed, and
consdering public input given during community meetings in 2000, comments received during
the public comment period on the draft community plan in October, 2004, and comments on the
preliminary ROD/FONS received from (Reserved -- Datesto be inserted into final DR/FONS),
the BLM has deermined tha the proposed action will not have eny sgnificait impads on the
human environment, andtha an EISisnot required for thisadion.

Thisconduson is based on the following fadors:

The plan includes numerous actions to resore the headlth of the watershed, fores
vegetaion, fisheries, and wildife habitat, and servesto implement priorities of the King
Range Resource Management Plan for the Mill Creek Waershed Area of Critical
Environmental Concem (ACEC)

The plan includes an action to provide a hiking trail linking Mill Creek to the coast. This
action implements a public/coastal access requirement of the California Coadal
Conservancy grant usedto partially fund acquisition of the parcel.
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Actions associaed with plan implementaion will have only minor and short-tem
impadsto naural resources, while providing longtem beneficial environmental impads
to fisheies and wildlife habitat by helping reurn the area to more natural vegaaion
paternsand waterdhed conditions.

The Mill Creek Forest was acquired through the longtem efort of members of the
Lower Mattole Valley and surrounding areas. T he plan refledsthe vison of these local
residents while implementingpriorities in the King Range RMP.

['11. Discussion of Planning Consstency and Conformance

Theproposed action isfully consstent with, and servesto implement anumber of prioritiesin the
King Range Resource Management Plan (RMP). Thefollowing objectivesactionsin the RMP
directly addressthe Mill Creek ACEC:

Objective ACEC 1.2: EgablishtheMill Creek Waershed ACECto include all public
lands (currently goproximaely 1337 acres) inthe Mill Creek watershed. T heprimary
relevant and important feaurestha would be protected by this designation arethewater
quality of thisimportant anadromous fish dream/cold watertributary tothe Métole
River, and thehigh quality remnant of low-elevaion old growth Douglas-fir forest. Any
additional lands or interedsin lands acquired by the BLM in the Mill Creek watershed
woul d be automatically incorporaed into the ACEC/RNA.

Action ACEC 1.2.1: Cooperae and coordina e with local community groupsto develop
an acivity level gewardship plan for the Mill Creek ACEC.

Objective ACEC 2.1: EdablishtheMill Creek Wa ershed ACEC as aResearch Naural
Area (RNA)torepresent aquality typeexampleof the low elevaion lae successonal
Douglas-fir forest, and anadromous fish spawning stream.

Action REC 6.2.5: Condruct the Mill Creek Trail linkingLighthouse Roadtothe
Cooskie Creek Trail.

Thisplen also tiersto King Range RMP area-wide goalsin thevegddaion managemat,
recreaion, fisheries, fire, foredry and wildife. Thelig below highlights someof thesekey goals.

W atersheds and Aquati c Ecosysems
Goal AEF 1: Restoreand maintain the ecological health of watersheds and aguatic
ecosydemson public lands, and, totheextent possible, partner with other
landownersto coordinae restoraion efforts across watersheds.

Threatened and Endangered Spedes
Goal WDF 1: Cooperae with federal, 4ae, and local patnersto minimize or

eliminaetheneed for additional ligingof species under the Endangered Secies Act and
to contributeto the recovery of the species already listed as such. The BLM will take
measures to promotetherecovery and conservaion of all special staus animal species
within the King Range.



V egetation Typesand Habitats
Goal TEV 1: Manage vega aion typesor habita sto produce and/or maintain amosaic of
compositionally and structurally diverse habitat types andplant communitiestha have
higorically occurred prior to the eracf mechanized logging and exclusion of fireregimes
intheregion (goproximaely 1950).

Forest Management
Goa FM 1: Maintain and enhance a complex mosaic of fored vegetation
communitiesand successonal gages, andprotet exiging gandswith lae successonal or
old-growth characerigics. This diverse and complex mosaic of fores vegetation would
be represated with gands of all age classes and structural atributes. It should also
provide arange of special fores productstha serve both personal and commercial
intereg s while maintaining existing and sustainable populationsof vegetaive Pecies.

Landscape-Based Fire Management
Goal FIR 1: Develop alandscaperesistant to damage associded with large scale, high
intensty fires by alowing for thenaural dynamic effedsof fireto occur on the
ecosydem. Providethe appropriate management responseon all wildland fires,
with an emphasis on firefighter andpublic saf ety.

Recreation Management
Goa REC 1: Provide quality recreation opportunitiesthat complement and continue
the ared’ s unique charad e and identity asone of thefew remaining coastal backcountry
recregion aeasintheU.S, while protedingthe quality of therecreaion opportunities,
resources, and community charader.

The goals, objedives and adions of the Community Plan for the Mill Creek Waershed as
described in section V. 1-11 below are consstett with andprovide an implementation framework
for the King Range RMP.

I'V. Discussion of Public Participation and Comment

The following efforts were made to incorporae public input into the decisonmaking process:

1. Scoping --The MCWC held a series of public megtingsin 2000 to oktain sooping input for the
plan. The medings were advertised on local bulletin boards in the Madtole Valley, and through
pogcard mailings to intereded community members. Issues brought forward by the public
included access, fire management, local employment, recreation, research and education, and
facilitiegsigning.

2. Public comment period on the Draft Plan — A public comment period was held between
October 1, 2004 and November 12, 2004 on the draft Cooperaive Management Plan. Natificaion
about thedraft plan was sent to adjoining residents of Mill Creek, interezed community members
and peopletha had attended scoping medtings. In addition press releases went out to regional
papeas and were airedon Garbervilleradio gaion KMUD. KMUD news also interviewed a
represataivefor the MCWCto discuss greater details of the plan during a news broadcast.
MCWC received four comment letters. The leiters/reponses were incorporaed into the plan.



3. Public comment period on thePreliminary Decision Record/Finding of No Sgnificant I mpact
(Reserved--currently underway)

V. Community Plan for Mill Creek -- Goals, Objectives and Actions

The information below is compiled from the Community Plan for the Mill Creek Watershed.
Included are goals, objectives and adionsthat are commonto all aternaivesin the plan, aswell
as those from the Prefered Alternaive (C--Rewilding). Some of the information has been
reworded for clarity and to be consgent with BLM public land management policies. Also,
several additional objectives and actions have been added by the BLM where they complement
the community plan and the King Range RMP goals. The* Community Plan for the Mill Creek
Waershed’ can be consulted to view the informaion below in its original wording/context. The
goals, objectives, and actions outlined here are naot intended to be a comprehensve reiteration of
the community plan, but rahe a ocompilaion of priorities tha will be the focus of
BLM/community patneship implementaion &forts over thenext 10 years. Othe adionsin the
plan will also be considered for implementation throughout the 20 year planning horizon, or as
determined by available funding or community interes and involvemeit. These additional
actionswould be discussed in a separa e environmental analysis.

1. Area Desred Future Conditions

The dedired future conditions tha this plan is intended to achieve, or move in the direcion of

achieving, areasfollows:

e A reurnto pre-1940s eological conditions including area, locaion, and vegeation type of
fored, meadow, riparian and aquatic Stes and associaedterrestrial and aguatic species,

o Waer quality and quantity sufficient to support abundant populations of naive aguatic
gpecies andto provide quality water contributionstothe Mdtole River eduary;

o Protecion of the primitive nature of Mill Creek, including abundant cold clear water, deep
fored, open meadow, silence and solitude, and enhanced habitat values for wildlife;
Reduction of the likelihood of a caagrophic wildfire in the wat ershed;

Recreational accesstha enables public enjoyment without threa to the ecological or habita
conditions in the waterdhed, or theprivacy of nearby residents.

2. Aquatic Ecosystems and Fisheries Management

Goal AE1: Follow goals of the Nothwest Fored Plan Aquatic Conservaion Sraegy to protedt
and maintain or improvethe quality and quantity of water throughout the Mill Cregk basin; and to
protect, maintain and where possble and necessary, enhance naive abundance and biodiversity
of aguatic flora and fauna. Manage riparian aeas to maintain hydrologic, geomorphic and
ecological process of Mill Creek; and maintain or redoreriparian or aquatic habitas.

Objective AEL: Maintain values such as water quality including temperaure clarity, and
chemical composition; and quantity including annual and seasonal flow rates & currat levels;

Objective AE2: Restore riparian and updope vege dive buffers such asold growth foreg stands
s0 tha they progress towards pre-1940s area and compostion within the normal range of
variahility (seealso vegetaion management).



Objective AE3: Ensure to the extet possible tha dope failures or othe possble sediment
delivery sources are gabilized or removed;

Objective AE4: Maintain native aguatic species populations a current levels or where feasble
increasingthem.

Action AE1. Removeor modify wooden weir gructuresin the inner gorge of the creek.

BLM and MCWC will work in conjunction with MSGto survey all weir strudures, define which
the structures will be modified or removed, and implement the draegy over as many as Six years.
The wood portion of the weir structures will be retained as single or opposing scour structures to
allow natural processesto rt out fine sediments.

Action AE2. Sahilize the landdide tha exidsinthemidde/upper portion of the watershed.

This dope failure was caused by the road-building-related diverson of water from its $reambed.
The work will be accomplished usng hand tools or using trail machine equipment if
implementaion coincideswith trail congrucion work. All removed maerials would be placed in
astable locaion, bare soil would be mulched with native maerials, and water would be diverted
aongtheroad tha had funneled water tothelanddide.

Action AE3: BLM and MCWC will coordinae with MSG on any project tha affects water
quality or fisheries habita in Mill Creek.

Action AE4: Where feasble and appropriae, allow for recruitment of large wood into areeksto
benefit water dynamics and increase habitat values. Gve firg priority to usng logs obtained from
fored dandtreamentsfor use in $ream restoraion projeds.

Action AE5: If proven feasble and successful in other locationswithin the Matole Basin, plant
or release Douglas-fir in riparian zones to reestablish later successional vegetaion component
along ader lined channels. Inriparian aeason Mill Creek andtributariesin thelower mileof the
watershed: assess the ages of ripaian alder sands and release Douglas-fir seedlings and saplings
that already exid. Plant Douglas-fir seedlings in the cachment area above the upper limit of
salmonid spawning, in the portions of the plen areatha have areduced conifer component.

Many previoudy logged stands contain an unnaural species compostion tha refleds pad high-
grading and poor restocking. Both adions 5 and 6 are proposed to trest conditions on a Ste-
gpecific bass as prescribed to accelerae restoraion of amore naural species compostion and
maure fored conditions.

Action AE6: No new roads will be built and no old roads will be reopened except to repair
exiging adive landdides, reduce hazards, improve wildife or fisheries habita or to
decommission roads on newy acquired property. Old roads may be temporarily reopened for
fored dandtreaments as described under the vege aion management ations.

3. Wildlife Management

The majority of goals, objectives and adions tha support wildlife management are oulined in
section 3 below (Terredrial ecosygems, vegetaion and fores managemant). Thisis because the
BLM manages wil diife habitat and not populaions --Populaions are under the jurisdiction of



other stae and federal agencies. Please refer to the vegetaion management section (3) for
specific adionsaimed & acceleraing and improving habitat charadeigtics.

Goal W1: Manage habita to preserve, protect and enhance conditions for native wildlife. Re-
egtablish habita conditionstha support the recolonizaion or reintroduction of locally extirpaed
species. Provide a migration corridor between the King Range and the Mattole River and its
esuary.

ObjectiveW1: Restorenaive abundance and biodiversty of, and healthy self-sustaining habitats
for wildiife by managing areaecosysems so tha they progress towards pre-1940s conditions.

ObjectiveW2: Manage habita for recolonization or reintroduction of locally extirpaed species.

Objective W3: Manage habitatsto maintain research values of this Research Naural Areaasa
reference ste.

Objective W4: Manage the plan area for recolonizaion by old-growth dependent avian and
terredrial speciesincluding indicator ecies.

Objective W5: Re-egablish a complex canopy, retain sags for avian and teredria wildife
habitat, and retain large wood on the forest floor. Manage for optimal canopy closure (70-80%).

Action W1. Manage Mill Creek to contributeto Northwest Fored Plan Goals for the King Range
by contributingto the habita base which will support 20 northern spotted owl pairs.

Action W2 Accelera e improvement of habita values by thinning young-growth, even-aged foreg
gands or planting long-lived species such as Douglas-fir (see also forest managemen).

4. Taredrial Ecosysems and Vegetation, Forest Resources Management

Goal TEV 1: Protedt Naive biodiversty and abundance: Thevegetaion of Mill Creek watershed
will be managed to progress towards pre-1940s conditions in terms of gructure composition,
naive biodiversty and area(within thenormal range of variahility).

Goal TEV 2: Utilize management techniques to assst naural processes and provide a fader
return to hidoric forest 4and and meadow area conditions. T he primary focuswill be restoraion
of harveded fored areasto accelerae reurn to maure or old-growth fored conditions, as hidoric
aerial photos showthat thiswas the dominant seral gage within thewatershed.

Objective TEV 1: Wherefeasble, restoraion of forest sandswill be completed in a manne tha
promotesthe goal of requiring no intensve management interventions dter initial treaments.

Objective TEV 2. Regore naural mosaic of habitas and species to ensure hiological
connedivity.

Objective TEV 3: Maintain healthy productive grasdands, encourage naive species abundance
and biodiversity through lowest-impad methods of encroaching tree reanoval and through
replanting with native coadal prairie seed stocks.



Objective TEV 4: Presarveall old growth gands.

Objective TEV 5: Maintain and develop forest vegeaion in second-growth areasto encourage,
and where feasble, accelerate development of a complex mosaic tha refleds prehaved
conditions.

Objective TEV 6: Emphasize selective fores stand trestments in previoudy haveded areas in
order to accelerate a return to a more naural vegadion patern, especially maure or ancient
fored oconditions. The intent of these management acdtions is to use careful intervention to
complement the natural processes, reduce risks of large-scale disturbance (especially wildfire),
and restoreanaural balanceto the watershed fad er than would occur when theareais et alone.

Objective TEV 7: Place priority on short-term or one-time vegeaion management actions that
would allow for podtive restoraion impads & redoraion needs to be compleed prior to
potettial Congressonal Wildermess desgnation. Note: No adions proposed in this plan would
preclude designation of public landsin Mill Creek aswilderness.

Objective TEV 8: Vegetative management prescriptions will ensure protection and redoraion of
ecological complexity to maureforest typesacross the landscape.

Action TEV1: The 220-acres of old-growth fored will be named as the Bill Clow Memoria
Forest in honor of the initial proponent of Mill Creek protection. (See Appendix 5 of the
community plan for a detailed description).

Action TEV2: Herbicides will not be used for management of naive vegetation. In ingtances
involving noxious weed infestation, protocols for treament areoutlined in the King Range RMP.
Invasive plant species will be magoped, monitored and eradicated using a integraed pes
management gpproach.

Action TEV3: Conduct annual surveys for invasive plant species and initiade manual removal
upon detection.

Action TEV4: Manual or mechanical treaments will be used to reduce the enacoachment of
historic meadow or grassy areas by trees and brush.

Action TEV5: No vegaaion managementt adions are proposed in the Bill Clow Memorial Foreg,
except for very limited adivities in the proposed Sewardship Zone, as described in the
prescription below.

Action TEV6: Old overgrown roads tha access vegadion treament stes can be atered,
treatments implemented, and the roads decommissioned, and revegetaed with localihaive seed
or plant $ock upon exitingthetreaament area. Roadside vegetaion tha isinthick brush or dense
second-growth as a result of the road opening will be treated for fuels reduction and conifer gand
release. This adion should be taken in as a part of a dte-gpecific treament Srategy for
wat ercourses andfire management acrossthe plan landscape.

Action TEV7: Sewardship contrads or othe community fored product harvest/use will be
considered as a secondary benefit/product of actionstakento improveforest conditions. Projeds
will be consdered at stes where road access makes such an adivity feasble. No roads will be



condruced or reopened solely for community foredry projedas, withou a primary goal of fored
improvement to accelera e old-growth development or conifer release.

Action TEVS8: Implement stand treament prescriptions on previoudy haveded |ands.
Presxriptions include stand thinning to reduce fire, insed or disease hazard and/or to release
conifers whose abundance and diversity of age classes has been affected by pad logging. Any
vegetaion management actions must conform to vegetaion management prescriptions described
below.

Action TEV 9: Noise pollution and associaed wildlife impads will be mitigaed by scheduling
regoraion and other management activities during low seasonal occupaion or lower smsitivity
(i.e., adivities would be avoided during nesting or rearing seasons).

Vegetati on Management Presariptions by Dominant Spedes

Note: See Map 2 for locaions of vegedaion management prescriptions proposed for
implementaion under this DR/FONS. Additional forest management projects may be proposed
inthefutureand will be analyzed under sparaeenvironmental analysis.

The goals of the following prescriptions are to return the plan areato its historic average of 7-15
large mature conifers per acre in mixed hardwood/conifer dands; to achieve an evolving mosaic
of naive vegaaion in all age classes predominated by maure and ancient forest conditions,
whose dynamic response to disturbance enriches forest complexity, wildife habitat values and
overall watershed charader; to achieve those conditionsin as short atime as possble acrossthe
landscape; andto reduce fuel loads and ladders while doing so.

These management presriptions allow for removal of trees up to a 14 inch maximum diameer.
Thislimit is based upon the size at which Douglas-fir or other species achieve dominance in the
sandtypesfoundin Mill Creek.. Thinningto amaximum DBH of smaller than 14 incheswould

not effectively achieve the goals of returning the number of conifersin the sandsto their higher
historic levels.

The prescriptions specifically address the different vegeaion types, age classes and management
boundariesintheMill Creek watershed. T hey all include common values, listed below:

e Older trees, which add complexity and diversity to fored dructure and atendant habitat
values, will be retained.

o Release 7-15 Douglasfir pe acre in variable density and spacing, clearing competing
treesand brush up to 20’ from the released trees, depending on ste conditions. Trea for
fire protection up to 15 fed high and 15 fed wide around each releasedtree.

e Canopy closure sufficient to suppress brush and fuel loads will be maintained.

e hags greater than 1 foot in diameter will be retained and may be protected by removing
brush and fuel load in a circle around the base for a distance of three fed. (Where
determined important for wildlife or fuel reductiontreaments).

e Down large wood will be treaed for fuel ladder reduction as necessary and gppropriae
by removing limbstha act as jackpot fuels, and lopping/scatering or piling/burning as
appropriae.

e Byproduds such as poles, saw timber under 14 inches DBH, and firewood can be
available asfored products as abyproduct of g¢and improvements.



o Crews marking vegadion for sand release and fuels reduction will survey for down
large wood on the fored floor and adjacent 4ream channels, and in consultation as
necessary, indica e stesto which large wood will be retained.

e Recruiting large wood tha isa byprodud of vegeaion management to gream channel or
foreg floor as necessary and goproprisgte. Use of wood for this purpose will receive
priority over fored product sales. Availability of trees removed during treatments for
fored products use will be dependent on proximity to open roads.

o Hash will either be piled and burned in the winter or lopped and scattered depending on
the dope fuel load, and accesshility of treament area and safety to firdighters and
public intereds. Any lop-and-scater dash treament should leave nothing higher than 18
inchesfrom the ground. Trunks will be left whole on the foreg floor, provided the fuel
bed height isnot sgnificantly increased through jadk piling.

e Notreetha exceeds 14 inches DBH will be cut.

o All management actions will ensure protection of wildlife habita and foreg integrity
acrossthelandscape.

Prescription 1: Second-Growth Tanoak Dominated Stands(39 Acres)

Second-growth tanoak dominaed stands are a risk to stand-reducing fire every fire season. T hey
exig in the Mill Creek waterdhed as a result of logging practices in the 1950's and ‘60’ s tha
removed the Douglas-fir component without adequate reforedaion. Asaresult, the Douglas-fir
component is minimal and frequently dominaed by tano&k. It is important tha the Douglas-fir
withstend fires or othe disturbance evenits if the watershed is to return to a more naural
composition and gructureand associa ed habitat values. To acoomplish this, the Douglas-fir must
grow to a size & whichthey cen withstand fire events, continue to grow in size and height, and
re-edablish their naural sand dominaion and old growth charaderigics upon which water
quality, wildlife habitat and other forest values depend.

Thinning for fuels reduction and release of conifas is intended to convert brushy, dense
younger-growth tanoak dominated stands back to normal hardwood/conifer populaions of 7-
15 large maure Douglas-firsin the overdory, with tanoak inthe intermediate layer. T hiswill
be accomplished by selecting individual conifers and thinning non-conifers around themto a
disance of up to 20 fea from each Douglas-fir tree. This clearing disance will remove
adjacent fuels and reducethelikelihoodtha the conifeswill be destroyed intheevent of fire.
It will also benefit the conifers by releasing nutrients and opening and diversifying the
drudure of the understory. Slectively applying this mehod reduces ground disturbance
across the landscape by limiting activities to the vicinity of seleced trees. Healthier fir trees
and trees larger than 14 inches DBH tha are within the 20-foot treament diameter will be
kept. Where appropriae and determined important to either wildlife or fuel reduction needs,
workers will pull dash away from snags to reduce potential loss from wildfire, and will
remove ladder fuelsfrom fallen trees by removing and disposing of branches and vegeaion,
leaving the trunk. Sash will be piled and burned or lopped and scattered. Sash treament
methods will be selected on a site-by-ste basistha considersfuel loads, dope, accessihility,
safety, and density of conifer growth. No tree planting will occur in this foreg type as an
adequat e conifer component is present.
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Treatmentswill only occur in fores stand and group types/|ocations that conform to
those described in the prescriptionsin thisdocument.



Prescription 2: Second-Growth Douglas-fir Dominated Groups

Scond-growth Douglas-fir in Douglas-fir-dominaed groupsis a risk of gand-replacing fires
until such time as natural selection thinsthe dense ranks of young conifers. Treesin this category
may be up to 40-50 years old and their sSze depends on density of trees and nutrient availability.
These aeas exid in up to 1l-acre pachesdgroups across the landscape and some ae scatered
within the proposed treament areas. Thinning trees from below up to 14 inches in diameer
leaves dominant, healthy trees. Suppressed low-vigor treeswill be removed to provide space and
increase available soil nutrients. Selecting for dominant trees with larger branches and a better
developed crown ratio enables higher rates of photog/nthesis and improves habita for agreaer
number of wildlife speciestha depend on late successional hahitat. Variable spacing and variable
densgity thinnings avoids uniformity across the landscape Sash will be piled and burned or
lopped and scatered depending upon dope stand density, accessibility, safey, and fuel loads.

Prescription 3: Even-aged Young-Growth Conifer Groups

This prescription will be applied to areas where evenaged young-growth conifers (generally up
to 20 years in age and less than 12 inches DBH) are growing at more than 300 trees per acre.
These areas exid in up to 3-acre pa ches/groups across the landscape and occupy approximately
14 acres of theplan aea. Some of these are scatered within the proposedtreament areas. T rees
will be thinned to a spacing tha will accelerate old growth forest conditions. Variable spacing
and variable dengty will ensure tha gands do not have a uniform "tree farm” gppearance &ter
the treament. Retaining a high percetage (75-80%) of canopy closure through the thinning
processwill suppressthe growth of brush and young trees, and maintain lower temperatures and
higher humidity. It will also encourage gructural complexity and diversity. Openings in the
canopy will occur over time through naural processes such as windthrow. Retaining the
hardwood component proteds the diversity of habita available in these aeas, which in turn
provides opportunities for a greaer species diversity. Sash will be piled-and-burned or lopped-
and-scattered depending upon dope, stand dendty, accesshility, safey, and fuel loading. No
fored products componentt isanticipated under this presxription due to the disancefrom roads.

Prescription 4: Thick Brush/Scattered Trees (71 Acres)

This management prescription applies solely to an aea adjacent to the proposed trail in the
northeagern portion of the plan area. This area feg ures poor forest regeneraion and a low conifer
component. Adions will include replanting of conifers where gopropriae: specifically, where
sumpsindicatetha conifershave been harvested for timber. Brush will be removed after planted
conifers have become egablished. Exidingtreeswill be prunedto 15’ or half thetotal tree height,
whichever is less, to reduce fuel ladders, and open the underdory to recolonizaion by naive
plants. There isno forest products componat in this management prescription, because the area
is not adjacent to roads and because only brush and dash will be removed. Sash will be piled-
and-burned or lopped-and-scatered on ste depending upon dope, gand dendty, acoesshility,
safety, and fuel loading.

Prescription 5: Ancient Forest

No slvicultural treament is proposed except within the WUl Sewardship Treeameatt Zone The
purpose of activitiesin theWUI Sewardship Treament Zone where it encompasses mature and
ancient foreg conditions is to reduce the likelihood or the impads of fire moving across land
ownership boundaries. To fulfill that goal and ensure the protection of large, maure trees and



ancient forest ecological conditions, management actions are limited to the following: No trees
over 14 inches DBH will be cut regardiess of species.

Prescription 6: Grasdand/Meadows

The goal for managing grasdand areas is to retore naive grassand/meadow areas to the
condition and area of the Mill Creek basin & or prior to 1942. Specific adionsinclude repeated
aurveys of the areas for lisgted and candidate species and manual removal of encroaching brush
and trees.

WUI Prescription (16 Acres)
See Fire Action 5 below fortreatment description.

Commercial Special Forest Products Management

Commaercial gathering of special/aternaivefored productsisnot permitted within the Mill Creek
ACEC under the King Range RMP.

5. Fire Management

Goal F1: In accordance with the King Range RMP Fontcountry Zone managemet goals,
wil dfires tha occur in the Mill Creek watershed will be suppressed because of the proximity of
resdencestothe BLM land holdings. Additional Mill Creek Fire Management Goals are:

e Reducethe likelihood of catagrophic fire.
e Reducethe likelihood of fire moving acrossland boundaries, public-privaeor vice-versa

e Ensuretha fire suppresson techniques, if applied, do not damage the long term health and
beauty of the Mill Creek watershed, or the associa ed nativeflora andfauna.

Objective FL: Reduce the wildfire risk to life resources and property;

Objective F2: Decrease the fuel load of this watershed to return second-growth areasto mature
fored drucure and compostion tha resids damage fromwildfire;

Objective F3: Reduce firehazard alongthe publictravel route and adjacent privateroads,
Objective 4 Ensuretha post-firerehabilitation prioritizes ecosystem restoraion;

Objective F5 Minimizethe damaging effeds of fire suppresson adtivities on natural and cultural
resources,

Objective F6: Develop a landscape resistant to large-scale high intensty fires and beneficially
responsiveto low intensty fires.

All fires in the watershed will be suppressed, because of its wildland/urban interface values. In
the King Range Plan, the BLM has redriced certain adivitiesto proted theMill Creek watershed
from fire. They include regrictions on overnight camping and any fires.

Action FL: Complee trailside fire hazard reduction work during congtruction of the Mill Creek
Trail.



Action F2: Complee thinning and fuel ladder reduction in areas along the roadways and along
the trail route. Roadside prescriptions include ladder fuels removal up to fifteen fea in height,
and 50 fea back from the road side. Snall debris will be chipped, or lopped and scatered.

Where necessary dash may be piled and burned. Trailsde prescriptions include ladder fuel
removal upto 15fee in height, eight fea back from either side of thetrail.

Action F3: Pull back fuelsfrom the base of any snagstha are determined to be important wildlife
habita componentsto fecilitae snag retention across the landscape. T his adivity will be carried
out primaily as a supplemettal action during implementaion of vegdaion management
prescriptions, andnot on an area-wide basis.

Action F4: When large wood falls to the fored floor in locaions with high fire hazard (along
roadways etc.), reduce fuel ladders by limbing branchesfrom the trunk. Lop and scater or pile
and burn as appropriaefor dope, local fuels and other conditions.

Action F5: Whee public land fores gands are directly adjacat to privae lands with
improvements(the“W Ul Stewar dship Treatment Zone”), the adjoining private landowner may
enter into awritten agreement with the BLM for fuels reduction projects. This areaencompasses
a 150-foot deep grip on BLM lands adjoining privately owned lands, regardiess of dominant
vegetaion or age class. This agreemet would allow the landowner to complee fuels reduction
actions on public lands based on the prescriptions in the agreement. All activities must be
consigtent with the prescriptions for the representative dominant vegetation type and age class,
and require a written agreemant between the BLM and the Iandowner prior to any action taking
place. Any debris pile burningon BLM landsrequires a BLM reviewed and approved Prescribed
Fire Burn Plan. All BLM, stae, and local policies and procedures must be followed for any pile
burning associated with stewardship projeds, regardess of pile locaions. In tregment areas
adjacent to currently open roads, a potetial for a fores product component that utilizes poles,
firemood or small (less than 14 inches DBH) timber exists gricly as a byproduct of fuels
reduction work.

Fire Management Sandards and Guidelines

FIR SG1: Retain snags of one foot in diamee or larger for habita unless they individually
present a hazardto crewsin afire event, or threatenthe security of an edablished fire line.

FIR S32: Ste restoraion following disturbances such as fire will employ local/naive seed or
plant gocksfor any revegetationtha takesplace.

FIR SG3: No managemant action will take place tha increasesthe risk of fire or encouragesthe
development of post-treatment fuel ladders or brush encroechment.

FIR SG4: No cut vegetaive debris will be left againg the boles of leavetrees or piled beneath
crowns.

FIR SG5: Use of heavy mechanical firefighting equipment (dozers) isredricdedto exiging roads
to insure passage for suppression equipment and crews unless otherwise authorized by the Arcata
Field Office Manager or BLM Agency Represataive.

FIR SG6: Fire suppressve chemicals, foams, readants, or gels shall not be goplied within 300
fed of any wateway.



FIR SG7: Damage associaed with fire suppression adivities shall be repaired to minimize
eroson and sedimentation, cultural, visual, and recrediona reurce loss, and habitat
fragmentation.

FIR SG8: Noise polluion and associated wildlife impads will be mitigaed by scheduling
resoraion and other management adivities during low seasonal occupaion or lower smsitivity
(i.e., adivities should be avoided during nestingor rearing seasons).

The BLM recognizes tha extreme fire conditions may occur when life or propeaty would be
immediately threatened by limiting suppresson adion. Under extreme conditions the incident
commander has authority to uwilize gppropriae suppression action to mitigae immediae threas
tolifeor private property.

6. Recreation

Goal R1: Provide recreational opportunities commensurate with the special ecological, research,
and consavaion values of the wat ershed.

Objective Rl: Design and build a public trail tha provides enjoyable public access while
protecting resourcevalues.

Objective R2 : EgablishtheBill Clow Memorial Forest. The Mill Creek Watershed Conservancy
was established amost twenty years ago for the purpose of acquiring and permanently protecting
the Mill Creek watershed as a memorial to Bill Clow. T he 220-ace old growth fores will be
named in hishonor.

Objective R3: Presave the values of wild nature, wildlife and plant habita of the Bill Clow
Memorial Fored. Provide ameansfor the general public to view the fored without hamingits
component values.

Action R1: Condrud a recreational trail with an approximately 3 foot wide tread to link Mill
Creek totheKing Range coagtlinevia a connection with the Cookie Creek Trail.

Action R2: Congrua parking for goproximaely 5-7 vehicles on the north side of Lighthouse
Road immediately across from thebeginning of thetrail. The parking pullou width will be the
minimum necessary to allow for parallel parking and provide for pedestrian safety consigent with
County and BLM requirements. Any site hardening to accommodete parking will make use of
maerialstha provide a minimal level of visual intrusion.

Action R3: A gandard King Range Trailhead sign (brown background/whiteleters) will be
placed along Lighthouse Road asit gproachesto thetrailhead to alet oncomingtraficthat they
are nearingthe pulloff. Safety sign(s) may beplaced along Lighthouse Road to alat drivers of
the pededrian crossng & needto dow down. BLM will coordinae with the county on this
potatial need. A small routed redwood sign pod (approximately 3 foat tall fence pog) will be
placed on the south side of theroad sothat it isvisible to those who park. Thesign will indicate
the beginningof thetrail. A standard BLM trailhead kiosk will be placed along thetrail
approximately 100 feet from thetrailneadto providevidtor orientaion informaion.



Action R4: Trail use may be limited to foot traffic during the winter season when conditions
warrant—|. E. when equestrian or mountain bike use is causing trail tread damage (rutting €0).
The seasonal closure would typically take place from November when the rains so& the ground,
through April or May, by which time the ground is generally firm and relatively dry. The
limitation will dependon il conditions and not a sa date.

Action R5: Recreaional gathering of gpecial forest products including mushrooms will be
permitted as long as monitoring indicates that tha the resources arenot harmed by thisadivity.

Action R6: The BLM will coordinate with the MCWC when considering applicaions for
recreation pemitsto conduct toursor other non-profit group or commercia adivitiesinthe plan
area, or productsthat advertise or educatethe public about the watershed.

Action R7: The BLM will work with the MCWC, local landowners and recreaional vistors to
prevent any uses or accesstha might soread Sudden Oak Death Syndrome or other disease into
the waterdhed.

Action R8: Noise polluion and associaed wildlife harassment will be mitigated by scheduling
condrudion and maintenance activities during low seasonal occupation or lower sensitivity (i.e,
activities should be avoided during neging or rearing seasons).

Trail condructionwill follow the Areawide standards and Gui delines outlined in the King Range
RMP:

REC SG1: Limit trail tread condrudion and maintenance (except drainage work) to non-rain
periods.

REC SG2: Minimize disruption of natural hydrologic flow pahs, including diversion of
streamflow and interception of surface and subsurface flow.

REC SG3: Minimize sediment deliveryto dreams from trails. Oudoping of thetread surface
ispreferred, except where outdoping would increase sediment deliveryto greams or where
outdopingisinfeasble or unsafe. Route drainage away from potatially unstable channels, fills,
and hill dopes.

REC SG4: Provide and maintain fish passage at all crossings of exiding andpotential
fishbearing streams. Mog dream crossingsinthe KRNCA Backoountry Zone would be fords
with no permanent bridges. BLM personnel or users may placetemporary primitive low-water
bridges (stepping gones, driftwood logs &c.) & aossngs during the summer months. These
crossings would be construded/inspected so tha they do not impede fish passage.

REC SG5: Fords on inlend streams would be congruded/armored so tha bank erosonis
minimized.

REC SG6: Ussmaeriasfor bridge replair, replacement, ortemporary crossings tha minimize
the posshility of introduction of fine sedimentsor toxins into thedrainage sygem.

REC SG7: Minimizethedisturbanceto riparian resarvesfor bridge and stream arossing
replacement. Disturbed ground should receive gppropriate eroson control treament (mulching,
seeding, planting €c.) prior tothe beginning of thewet season.

REC SG8: Close and renabilitae random social trailswithin riparian areas.

REC SG9: Trail maintenance acivitieswithin %2 mileof otted owl neg siteswould be
conducted with hand-tools only between February 1 and August 6.

REC SG10: Usevegetaiveor topographic screening, aeae distance buffersand egablish
additional condrudion criteriain consultaion with NMFSand FW Sfor proposed newtrailsto
minimizeimpaasto liged species.



7. Visual Resources Management

Goal VRM1: The King Range Naional Conservaion Areds Resource Managemet Plan has
determinedtha the Mill Creek plan areaisin VRM Class 1.

Action VRM1: Trail development will use hand tools where possible and atrail tread of no wider
than three fegt in width to minimize visual intrusions. The graveled trailhead parking area will be
placed in a level locaion immediaely adjacent to Lighthouse Road, with minimal ne=d for
grading or other construction impads.

Action VRM 2: The BLM and MCWC will oltain inpu from the Mattole Salmon Group
regarding design optionsfor thetrailhead parking or any other new facilitieson lands on thenorth
side of Lighthouse Road. The Matole SAimon Group will ensure tha their facilities do not
present acluttered or visually obtrusive gopearance as outlined under their site agreement with
the BLM.

8. Research and Education

Goal REL: The Mill Creek Waterdhed is designated as a Research Naural Area under the King
Range RMP. The area provides opportunities for qualified researchers to gahe and analyze
information on healthy fores ecogystams and watersheds, as well as redoraion €fediveness.

Managerswill encourage collection of reference condition andtrend information from Mill Creek
S0 that it can be used to improveregoraion effortsin smilar watershedsin theregion.

Goal RE2: Build an underdanding and affinity for place by enabling an experiatia leaning
opportunity to the community and other members of the public. Also, provide an understanding
of the dynamic componentsof wa ershedhealth, function, values, and changes over time

Objective RE 1: Plan and conduct research projeds tha complee the underganding of naural
mechanisms, fundionsand changes over timethroughou the watershed.

Objective RE2: Ensure tha research and analyss is widely accessble among the public,
educational inditutions, agency and cther research ingitutions and personnel.

Objective RE3: Ensuretha educational uses of the watershed are lowest possible impad and tha
those usng the waershed are informed of the sengitivity of the resources and need for minimal
impac use practices.

Action RE 1: The MCWC will work to edablish a publicly accessible archive of data and
sudiedinterpreaions.

Action RE2: Formalize the ongoing student and general public educational efforts (salmon in the
classroom, fish identificaion) as a cooperaive partnership.

Action RE3: Egablish a regisraion and monitoring program of educational uses of the
wat ershed.



Action RE 4: The MCWC may continue data gathering on weather, rainfall and microclimate;
fish surveys, V-Sar sediment, 4ream flow and other non-impacting ativities. Other ongoing or
recurring research such as channel depth and thalweg profile measurements may take place with
the appropriate Federal and gaepamits, asrequired.

Action RE 5: Develop monitoring/research programs as opportunities arise to compae treaed
and untrested stands under the vegetaion management prescriptionsoutlined above. Focus areas

would include the relaive residance of conifers to disurbance events and their response to
release/increased space and nutrients.

Action RE6: The BLM will notify the MCW C about new research projeds proposed in the plan
area. Request that researchers shareany data and analysis with the co-managers where possible.

Action RE7: Pursue research projeds tha rise from area management adivities. Opportunities
include monitoring the reactions of riparian vegetaion to thinning and planting; monitoring rates
of snag and large wood recruitment, mapping locaions of ssumps and determining type, age and
approximate dateof logging; and response of Douglas-fir to fuels reduction and tree release.

Action RE8: Compleaeformal botanical surveysto confirm anecdotal sightings of plant species.

9. Social and Economic Conditions

Goal SE1: Minimize impadstothe privacy, quiet and rural sesnse of remoteness prized by local
landowners while providing public accessto BLM lands.

Goal FE2: Encourage local employment for work projects undertaken inthe weatershed.

Action E1: BLM and MCWC will work with other agencies and non-profit organizations to
secure grants for implementing the actions outlined inthisplan. Effortswill be made to provide
job opportunities to local community members in implemating the actions, and in markeing
fored products such as poles and saw timber that area by-produdt of management acivities.

10. Cultural Resources Management

Cultural resource management actionswill focus on surveying and protection under the goals and
objectives of the King Range Resource Management Plan (RMP). No other specific actions are
proposed.

11. Inventory Units and Study Areas

The MCWC nominaed the public landsin the watershed as a Research Natural Area (RNA) and
an Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC) through the KRNCA Plan. Note: These
designations became effective through the signing of the Record of Decison for the King Range
RMP. All acionsinthis Decison Record must be compaible with ACEC/RNA designation.



