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Otay Mountain Wilderness Act 

 
Public Law 106–145 
106th Congress 
Approved December 9, 1999 
 
An Act to designate a portion of the Otay Mountain region of California as wilderness. 
 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled, 
 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 
 
This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Otay Mountain Wilderness Act of 1999’’. 
 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 
 
The Congress finds and declares the following: 

(1) The public lands within the Otay Mountain region of California are one of the 
last remaining pristine locations in western San Diego County, California. 

(2) This rugged mountain adjacent to the United States-Mexico border is 
internationally known for its diversity of unique and sensitive plants. 

(3) This area plays a critical role in San Diego’s multispecies conservation plan, a 
national model made for maintaining biodiversity. 

(4) Due to its proximity to the international border, this area is the focus of 
important law enforcement and border interdiction efforts necessary to curtail illegal 
immigration and protect the area’s wilderness values. 

(5) The illegal immigration traffic, combined with the rugged topography, also 
presents unique fire management challenges for protecting lives and resources. 
 
SEC. 3. DESIGNATION. 
 
In furtherance of the purposes of the Wilderness Act (16 U.S.C. 1131 et seq.), certain 
public lands in the California Desert District of the Bureau of Land Management, 
California, comprising approximately 18,500 acres as generally depicted on a map 
entitled ‘‘Otay Mountain Wilderness’’ and dated May 7, 1998, are hereby designated as 
wilderness and therefore as a component of the National Wilderness Preservation 
System, which shall be known as the Otay Mountain Wilderness. 
 
 



SEC. 4. MAP AND LEGAL DESCRIPTION. 
 

(a) IN GENERAL.—As soon as practicable after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, a map and a legal description for the Wilderness Area shall be filed by the 
Secretary with the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources of the Senate and the 
Committee on Resources of the House of Representatives. Such map and legal 
description shall have the same force and effect as if included in this Act, except that 
the Secretary, as appropriate, may correct clerical and typographical errors in such legal 
description and map. Such map and legal description for the Wilderness Area shall be 
on file and available for public inspection in the offices of the Director and California 
State Director, Bureau of Land Management, Department of the Interior. 

(b) UNITED STATES-MEXICO BORDER.—In carrying out this section, the 
Secretary shall ensure that the southern boundary of the Wilderness Area is 100 feet 
north of the trail depicted on the map referred to in subsection (a) and is at least 100 
feet from the United States-Mexico international border. 
 
SEC. 5. WILDERNESS REVIEW. 
 
The Congress hereby finds and directs that all the public lands not designated 
wilderness within the boundaries of the Southern Otay Mountain Wilderness Study Area 
(CA–060–029) and the Western Otay Mountain Wilderness Study Area (CA–060–028) 
managed by the Bureau of Land Management and reported to the Congress in 1991, 
have been adequately studied for wilderness designation pursuant to section 603 of the 
Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1782), and are no longer 
subject to the requirements contained in section 603(c) of that Act pertaining to the 
management of wilderness study areas in a manner that does not impair the suitability 
of such areas for preservation as wilderness. 
 
SEC. 6. ADMINISTRATION OF WILDERNESS AREA. 
 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to valid existing rights and to subsection (b), the 
Wilderness Area shall be administered by the Secretary in accordance with the 
provisions of the Wilderness Act (16 U.S.C. 1131 et seq.), except that— 

(1) any reference in such provisions to the effective date of the Wilderness 
Act is deemed to be a reference to the effective date of this Act; and 

(2) any reference in such provisions to the Secretary of Agriculture is 
deemed to be a reference to the Secretary of the Interior. 
(b) BORDER ENFORCEMENT, DRUG INTERDICTION, AND WILDLAND 

FIRE PROTECTION.—Because of the proximity of the Wilderness Area to the United 
States-Mexico international border, drug interdiction, border operations, and wildland 
fire management operations are common management actions throughout the area 
encompassing the Wilderness Area. This Act recognizes the need to continue 
such management actions so long as such management actions are conducted in 
accordance with the Wilderness Act (16 U.S.C. 1131 et seq.) and are subject to such 
conditions as the Secretary considers appropriate. 
 



SEC. 7. FURTHER ACQUISITIONS. 
 
Any lands within the boundaries of the Wilderness Area that are acquired by the United 
States after the date of the enactment of this Act shall become part of the Wilderness 
Area and shall be managed in accordance with all the provisions of this Act and other 
laws applicable to such a wilderness. 
 
 
SEC. 8. NO BUFFER ZONES. 
 
The Congress does not intend for the designation of the Wilderness Area by this Act to 
lead to the creation of protective perimeters or buffer zones around the Wilderness 
Area. The fact that nonwilderness activities or uses can be seen or heard from areas 
within the Wilderness Area shall not, of itself, preclude such activities or uses up to the 
boundary of the Wilderness Area. 
 
SEC. 9. DEFINITIONS. 
 
As used in this Act: 

(1) PUBLIC LANDS.—The term ‘‘public lands’’ has the same meaning as that 
term has in section 103(e) of the Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976. 

(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Secretary of the Interior. 
(3) WILDERNESS AREA.—The term ‘‘Wilderness Area’’ means the Otay Mountain 
Wilderness designated by section 3. 
 
. 



 
Omnibus Public Land Management Act of 2009  
 
Public Law 111-11 
111th Congress 
Approved March 30, 2009 

Subtitle L--Riverside County Wilderness, California 

SEC. 1851. WILDERNESS DESIGNATION. 

(a) Definition of Secretary- In this section, the term `Secretary' means-- 
(1) with respect to land under the jurisdiction of the Secretary of Agriculture, the 

Secretary of Agriculture; and 
(2) with respect to land under the jurisdiction of the Secretary of the Interior, the 

Secretary of the Interior. 
 
(b) Designation of Wilderness, Cleveland and San Bernardino National Forests, Joshua 
Tree National Park, and Bureau of Land Management Land in Riverside County, 
California- 
 

(1) DESIGNATIONS- 
 

(A) AGUA TIBIA WILDERNESS ADDITIONS- In accordance with the Wilderness Act 
(16 U.S.C. 1131 et seq.), certain land in the Cleveland National Forest and certain land 
administered by the Bureau of Land Management in Riverside County, California, together 
comprising approximately 2,053 acres, as generally depicted on the map titled `Proposed 
Addition to Agua Tibia Wilderness', and dated May 9, 2008, is designated as wilderness and is 
incorporated in, and shall be deemed to be a part of, the Agua Tibia Wilderness designated by 
section 2(a) of Public Law 93-632 (88 Stat. 2154; 16 U.S.C. 1132 note). 

(B) CAHUILLA MOUNTAIN WILDERNESS- In accordance with the Wilderness Act (16 
U.S.C. 1131 et seq.), certain land in the San Bernardino National Forest, California, comprising 
approximately 5,585 acres, as generally depicted on the map titled `Cahuilla Mountain 
Proposed Wilderness', and dated May 1, 2008, is designated as wilderness and, therefore, as a 
component of the National Wilderness Preservation System, which shall be known as the 
`Cahuilla Mountain Wilderness'. 

(C) SOUTH FORK SAN JACINTO WILDERNESS- In accordance with the Wilderness 
Act (16 U.S.C. 1131 et seq.), certain land in the San Bernardino National Forest, California, 
comprising approximately 20,217 acres, as generally depicted on the map titled `South Fork 
San Jacinto Proposed Wilderness', and dated May 1, 2008, is designated as wilderness and, 
therefore, as a component of the National Wilderness Preservation System, which shall be 
known as the `South Fork San Jacinto Wilderness'. 

(D) SANTA ROSA WILDERNESS ADDITIONS- In accordance with the Wilderness Act 
(16 U.S.C. 1131 et seq.), certain land in the San Bernardino National Forest, California, and 
certain land administered by the Bureau of Land Management in Riverside County, California, 
comprising approximately 2,149 acres, as generally depicted on the map titled `Santa Rosa-San 
Jacinto National Monument Expansion and Santa Rosa Wilderness Addition', and dated March 
12, 2008, is designated as wilderness and is incorporated in, and shall be deemed to be a part 
of, the Santa Rosa Wilderness designated by section 101(a)(28) of Public Law 98-425 (98 Stat. 



1623; 16 U.S.C. 1132 note) and expanded by paragraph (59) of section 102 of Public Law 103-
433 (108 Stat. 4472; 16 U.S.C. 1132 note). 

(E) BEAUTY MOUNTAIN WILDERNESS- In accordance with the Wilderness Act (16 
U.S.C. 1131 et seq.), certain land administered by the Bureau of Land Management in Riverside 
County, California, comprising approximately 15,621 acres, as generally depicted on the map 
titled `Beauty Mountain Proposed Wilderness', and dated April 3, 2007, is designated as 
wilderness and, therefore, as a component of the National Wilderness Preservation System, 
which shall be known as the `Beauty Mountain Wilderness'. 

(F) JOSHUA TREE NATIONAL PARK WILDERNESS ADDITIONS- In accordance with 
the Wilderness Act (16 U.S.C. 1131 et seq.), certain land in Joshua Tree National Park, 
comprising approximately 36,700 acres, as generally depicted on the map numbered 
156/80,055, and titled `Joshua Tree National Park Proposed Wilderness Additions', and dated 
March 2008, is designated as wilderness and is incorporated in, and shall be deemed to be a 
part of, the Joshua Tree Wilderness designated by section 1(g) of Public Law 94-567 (90 Stat. 
2692; 16 U.S.C. 1132 note). 

(G) OROCOPIA MOUNTAINS WILDERNESS ADDITIONS- In accordance with the 
Wilderness Act (16 U.S.C. 1131 et seq.), certain land administered by the Bureau of Land 
Management in Riverside County, California, comprising approximately 4,635 acres, as 
generally depicted on the map titled `Orocopia Mountains Proposed Wilderness Addition', and 
dated May 8, 2008, is designated as wilderness and is incorporated in, and shall be deemed to 
be a part of, the Orocopia Mountains Wilderness as designated by paragraph (44) of section 
102 of Public Law 103-433 (108 Stat. 4472; 16 U.S.C. 1132 note), except that the wilderness 
boundaries established by this subsection in Township 7 South, Range 13 East, exclude-- 

(i) a corridor 250 feet north of the centerline of the Bradshaw Trail; 
(ii) a corridor 250 feet from both sides of the centerline of the vehicle route in the 

unnamed wash that flows between the Eagle Mountain Railroad on the south and the 
existing Orocopia Mountains Wilderness boundary; and 

(iii) a corridor 250 feet from both sides of the centerline of the vehicle route in the 
unnamed wash that flows between the Chocolate Mountain Aerial Gunnery Range on 
the south and the existing Orocopia Mountains Wilderness boundary. 
(H) PALEN/MCCOY WILDERNESS ADDITIONS- In accordance with the Wilderness Act 

(16 U.S.C. 1131 et seq.), certain land administered by the Bureau of Land Management in 
Riverside County, California, comprising approximately 22,645 acres, as generally depicted on 
the map titled `Palen-McCoy Proposed Wilderness Additions', and dated May 8, 2008, is 
designated as wilderness and is incorporated in, and shall be deemed to be a part of, the 
Palen/McCoy Wilderness as designated by paragraph (47) of section 102 of Public Law 103-
433 (108 Stat. 4472; 16 U.S.C. 1132 note). 

(I) PINTO MOUNTAINS WILDERNESS- In accordance with the Wilderness Act (16 
U.S.C. 1131 et seq.), certain land administered by the Bureau of Land Management in Riverside 
County, California, comprising approximately 24,404 acres, as generally depicted on the map 
titled `Pinto Mountains Proposed Wilderness', and dated February 21, 2008, is designated as 
wilderness and, therefore, as a component of the National Wilderness Preservation System, 
which shall be known as the `Pinto Mountains Wilderness'. 

(J) CHUCKWALLA MOUNTAINS WILDERNESS ADDITIONS- In accordance with the 
Wilderness Act (16 U.S.C. 1131 et seq.), certain land administered by the Bureau of Land 
Management in Riverside County, California, comprising approximately 12,815 acres, as 
generally depicted on the map titled `Chuckwalla Mountains Proposed Wilderness Addition', and 
dated May 8, 2008, is designated as wilderness and is incorporated in, and shall be deemed to 
be a part of the Chuckwalla Mountains Wilderness as designated by paragraph (12) of section 
102 of Public Law 103-433 (108 Stat. 4472; 16 U.S.C. 1132 note). 
 



(2) MAPS AND DESCRIPTIONS- 
 
(A) IN GENERAL- As soon as practicable after the date of the enactment of this 

Act, the Secretary shall file a map and legal description of each wilderness area and 
wilderness addition designated by this section with the Committee on Natural Resources 
of the House of Representatives and the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources 
of the Senate. 

(B) FORCE OF LAW- A map and legal description filed under subparagraph (A) 
shall have the same force and effect as if included in this section, except that the 
Secretary may correct errors in the map and legal description. 

(C) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY- Each map and legal description filed under 
subparagraph (A) shall be filed and made available for public inspection in the 
appropriate office of the Secretary. 

 
(3) UTILITY FACILITIES- Nothing in this section prohibits the construction, operation, or 

maintenance, using standard industry practices, of existing utility facilities located outside of the 
wilderness areas and wilderness additions designated by this section. 

  
 
(c) Administration of Wilderness- 

 
(1) MANAGEMENT- Subject to valid existing rights, the land designated as wilderness 

or as a wilderness addition by this section shall be administered by the Secretary in accordance 
with the Wilderness Act (16 U.S.C. 1131 et seq.), except that— 

 (A) any reference in that Act to the effective date of that Act shall be deemed to 
be a reference to-- 

(i) the date of the enactment of this Act; or 
(ii) in the case of the wilderness addition designated by subsection (c), 

the date on which the notice required by such subsection is published in the 
Federal Register; and 
(B) any reference in that Act to the Secretary of Agriculture shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the Secretary that has jurisdiction over the land. 

(2) INCORPORATION OF ACQUIRED LAND AND INTERESTS- Any land within the 
boundaries of a wilderness area or wilderness addition designated by this section that is 
acquired by the United States shall-- 

(A) become part of the wilderness area in which the land is located; and 
(B) be managed in accordance with this section, the Wilderness Act (16 U.S.C. 

1131 et seq.), and any other applicable law. 
(3) WITHDRAWAL- Subject to valid rights in existence on the date of enactment of this 

Act, the land designated as wilderness by this section is withdrawn from all forms of-- 
(A) entry, appropriation, or disposal under the public land laws; 
(B) location, entry, and patent under the mining laws; and 
(C) disposition under all laws pertaining to mineral and geothermal leasing or 

mineral materials. 
(4) FIRE MANAGEMENT AND RELATED ACTIVITIES- 

(A) IN GENERAL- The Secretary may take such measures in a wilderness area 
or wilderness addition designated by this section as are necessary for the control of fire, 
insects, and diseases in accordance with section 4(d)(1) of the Wilderness Act (16 
U.S.C. 1133(d)(1)) and House Report 98-40 of the 98th Congress. 



(B) FUNDING PRIORITIES- Nothing in this section limits funding for fire and 
fuels management in the wilderness areas and wilderness additions designated by this 
section. 

(C) REVISION AND DEVELOPMENT OF LOCAL FIRE MANAGEMENT PLANS- 
As soon as practicable after the date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall amend 
the local fire management plans that apply to the land designated as a wilderness area 
or wilderness addition by this section. 

(D) ADMINISTRATION- Consistent with subparagraph (A) and other applicable 
Federal law, to ensure a timely and efficient response to fire emergencies in the 
wilderness areas and wilderness additions designated by this section, the Secretary 
shall-- 

(i) not later than 1 year after the date of enactment of this Act, establish 
agency approval procedures (including appropriate delegations of authority to the 
Forest Supervisor, District Manager, or other agency officials) for responding to 
fire emergencies; and 

(ii) enter into agreements with appropriate State or local firefighting 
agencies. 

(5) GRAZING- Grazing of livestock in a wilderness area or wilderness addition 
designated by this section shall be administered in accordance with the provisions of section 
4(d)(4) of the Wilderness Act (16 U.S.C. 1133(d)(4)) and the guidelines set forth in House 
Report 96-617 to accompany H.R. 5487 of the 96th Congress. 

(6) NATIVE AMERICAN USES AND INTERESTS- 
(A) ACCESS AND USE- To the extent practicable, the Secretary shall ensure 

access to the Cahuilla Mountain Wilderness by members of an Indian tribe for traditional 
cultural purposes. In implementing this paragraph, the Secretary, upon the request of an 
Indian tribe, may temporarily close to the general public use of one or more specific 
portions of the wilderness area in order to protect the privacy of traditional cultural 
activities in such areas by members of the Indian tribe. Any such closure shall be made 
to affect the smallest practicable area for the minimum period necessary for such 
purposes. Such access shall be consistent with the purpose and intent of Public Law 95-
341 (42 U.S.C. 1996), commonly referred to as the American Indian Religious Freedom 
Act, and the Wilderness Act (16 U.S.C. 1131 et seq.). 

(B) INDIAN TRIBE DEFINED- In this paragraph, the term `Indian tribe' means 
any Indian tribe, band, nation, or other organized group or community of Indians which is 
recognized as eligible by the Secretary of the Interior for the special programs and 
services provided by the United States to Indians because of their status as Indians. 
(7) MILITARY ACTIVITIES- Nothing in this section precludes-- 

(A) low-level overflights of military aircraft over the wilderness areas or 
wilderness additions designated by this section; 

(B) the designation of new units of special airspace over the wilderness areas or 
wilderness additions designated by this section; or 

(C) the use or establishment of military flight training routes over wilderness 
areas or wilderness additions designated by this section. 
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