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BLM Visual Resources Form 8400-1

United States
Department of the Interior
Bureau of Land Management

Scenic Quality Field Inventory

Date: December 4, 2007
Evaluator: RECON (Woods)
District: California Desert District
Field Office: Palm Springs / South Coast Field Office

Resource Area:

Beauty Mountain

Scenic Quality
Rating Unit:

BTMT- Beauty Mountain

Landscape Character: (see representative photos on reverse side)

Landform/Water

Vegetation

Structures (General)

Steep slopes, rounded hills, some
angular areas

Rounded canopies of large oaks

Few to none visible on BLM lands
except a few dirt roads. Water

€
E tank located in Iron Spring
Canyon area.
Rounded and serpentine slope Rounded, patchy; linear pattern High contrast of linear dirt road
o | lines, to jagged and vertical cliffs | in areas of fire fuel breaks;
£ spiked form of agaves
Tans, Greens to blues, depending | Dark to light green, reds, browns, | Light tan dirt roads
5| on viewer distance blue green
°
o
Varied, depending on amount of | Coarse and well defined to Medium to fine
g rock outcropping and viewing moderately smooth
% | distance
'—

Narrative / Representative landscape character: Higher elevations provide striking views of Palomar
Mountains, Cleveland National Forest, and valley bottoms. Rugged upland mountainous terrain with rounded
hills, boulders, and rock outcrops. Chaparral cover with large oaks—individuals and clusters along
watercourses. Spiked form of agave plants in rockier uplands provides additional visual interest. Colors range
from light tan soils and boulders to bright and darker green oaks, blue green agaves, red shank plants, and
drab green chaparral. Dirt roadways and areas of vegetation removal and thinning along roadways result in

high visual contrast in texture and color.

Scenic Quality Score & Classification:

High (4-5) Medium (3) Low (1-2) Total / Rationale Scenic Quality

Landform 5 Classification
Vegetation 4 Diverse H A(>18)
Water 4 Springs
Color 4 varied O B (12-18)
Adjacent Scenery 4 Oak groves, mts.
Scarcity 4 Distant views
Cultural Modification D c(<12)

Totals: 21 4 25

RECON

BTMT- Beauty Mountain




BLM Visual Resources Form 8400-1

Representative Photographs:

Areas of dense, riparian vegetation provide Rock boulders and outcrops add distinctness to
visually rich diversity landform character

Fuel breaks and roads result in high visual contrast

in otherwise mostly undisturbed landscape. Distant views from higher elevations enhance
sense of remoteness

RE C O N BTMT- Beauty Mountain



BLM Visual Resources Form 8400-1

VISUAL RESOURCE INVENTORY CLASSIFICATION MATRIX

Visual Sensitivity Levels
High Medium Low
Special Areas | |
A n ] 1] ] [} [} ]
11*
B 1l 1 1 v [\ v
IV*
Scenic Quality C Il IV IV WY IV v WY
f/m b s/s f/m b s/s s/s
Distance Zones

* If adjacent areas are Class Ill or lower, assign Class llI; if higher, assign Class IV.

Scenic Quality: A

Sensitivity Level: High

Distance Zone: Foreground

Inventory Class: Il

Class Il Management Objective: To retain the existing character of the landscape. The level of change to the
characteristic landscape should be low.

Discussion: Scenic Quality is A, therefore the Inventory Class is Il, regardless of Visual Sensitivity or
Distance Zone. However, the sensitivity level of this area is high due to these factors: WSA designation for
Beauty Mountain, Million Dollar Spring ACEC, proximity to the Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail (N/S
alignment is just to east of this area) and the Juan Bautista de Anza National Historic Trail (SE/NW alignment is
within 8 miles to the east—northeast of this area), the adjacent Wilderness (Sheep Canyon Wilderness-state
lands designated as wilderness within Anza-Borrego Desert State Park), remoteness, recreational use, and
unique high elevation views of oak woodland valleys and adjacent mountains (Palomar Mountain State Park
and Cleveland National Forest lands). This area is within foreground/middleground views of campers and
other recreationists, nearby residents, and other viewers on adjacent roads (Otay Lakes Road, SR79, SR371),
jeep trails, and hiking trails.

Considerations for assigning Management Class:  Wilderness Study Areas within this area will be assigned
a Class I. Class Il is appropriate for ACECs and other areas due to the sensitivity and commitments that relate
to protection of open space, native habitat, and vegetative cover. In particular, there are several parcels that
were donated to the BLM specifically for the protection of their open space and habitat values. Class Il
management objectives—to retain the existing landscape character—are appropriate for these lands.
Acquisition agreements may require Class | management levels.

RE C Q N BTMT- Beauty Mountain



BLM Visual Resources Form 8400-1

Date: December 4, 2007
United States Evaluator: RECON (Woods)
Department of the Interior District: California Desert District
Bureau of Land Management Field Office: Palm Springs / South Coast Field Office

R . . .
_ o oo Riverside-San Bernadino County

Scenic Quality Field Inventory :

(S)Cjar}::y RSB-1 -Santa Margarita Ecological
Rating Unit: Reserve / Temecula Canyon ACEC

Landscape Character: (see representative photos on reverse side)

Landform/Water Vegetation Structures (General)

€ Rugged steep hill forms, Smooth, rounded Linear (power lines, dirt roads)
6
(TR

Rounded boulders, some Vertical (power line poles),
@ | angularity, serpentine linear diagonal (roads and power line)
= | drainage way

Light tan rock outcrops Olive green to dark green Gray to brown
s vegetation
8
o Varied- Medium to Coarse. Finer | Highly varied textures of Smooth to uneven
5| texture of adjacent sandy bottom | chaparral, oaks, and adjacent
E; wash areas riparian vegetation

Narrative / Representative landscape character: Steep, rocky mountainous terrain, with chaparral
vegetation and woodland trees on slopes. Cottonwood, willow, sycamore and other riparian species
occur along the adjacent watercourse. Minor cultural elements—power line, one or more structures—
are barely distinguishable. Unpaved roadway is visible as serpentine line of lighter color, in contrast
with adjacent vegetation. The BLM-owned land areas here abut the Santa Margarita Ecological
Preserve (SMER), which is a Research Field Station of San Diego State University, with the stated
purpose being "to keep the property in its natural state for the preservation and protection of the
native plants, animals and habitat, and for related educational and research purposes."

Scenic Quality Score & Classification:

High (4-5) Medium (3) Low (1-2) Total / Rationale Scenic Quality

Landform 4 Classification
Vegetation 4 H A(>18)
Water 4
Color 3 O B (12-18)
Adjacent Scenery 3
Scarcity 3
Cultural Modification -1 Not dominant O c (<12))

Totals: 12 8 20

RE C O N RSB-1 - Santa Margarita Ecological Reserve / Temecula Canyon ACEC
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BLM Visual Resources Form 8400-1

Representative Photographs:

RECON

Views from north, of rugged,
mountainous terrain of BLM land,
and the adjacent riparian vegetation
along Murrieta Creek (on private
land at north end of Temecula
Canyon).

Views from north, of mountainous
terrain of BLM land, and the
adjacent riparian vegetation along
Murrieta Creek (on private land at
north end of Temecula Canyon).
Unpaved roadway is visible as
serpentine line of lighter color, in
contrast with adjacent vegetation.

RSB-1 - Santa Margarita Ecological Reserve / Temecula Canyon ACEC




BLM Visual Resources Form 8400-1

VISUAL RESOURCE INVENTORY CLASSIFICATION MATRIX

Visual Sensitivity Levels
High Medium Low
Special Areas | |
A n ] 1] ] [} [} ]
11*
B 1l 1 1 v [\ v
IV*
Scenic Quality C Il IV IV WY IV v WY
f/m b s/s f/m b s/s s/s
Distance Zones

* If adjacent areas are Class Ill or lower, assign Class llI; if higher, assign Class IV.

Scenic Quality: A

Sensitivity Level: High

Distance Zone: Foreground

Inventory Class: Il

Class Il Management Objective: To retain the existing character of the landscape. The level of change to the
characteristic landscape should be low.

Discussion: Scenic Quality is A, therefore the Inventory Class is Il, regardless of Visual Sensitivity or
Distance Zone. However, the sensitivity level of this area is high due to its ACEC status and the immediate
adjacency of this mostly roadless area to urbanized environment and to the abutting Santa Margarita
Ecological Preserve. The Reserve is a key part of preserving the entire Santa Margarita River, one of the last
free-flowing rivers in coastal Southern California. The headwaters of the scenic Santa Margarita River begin
northeast of the Reserve, where Murrieta Creek flows adjacent to the BLM land and joins Temecula Creek. The
river runs through the Temecula Gorge of the Reserve and eventually into the Pacific Ocean.

Although much of the Reserve is not open to the public, the BLM lands are geographically dominant and highly
visible and within the foreground/middleground views of nearby residents and other viewers on adjacent
roads (I-15, Camino Estribo, SR79), jeep trails, hiking trails, and the Temecula Creek Inn-Golf Resort (across I-
15 to the east).

Considerations for assigning Management Class:  Class Il is appropriate for the ACEC due to the sensitivity,
high visibility, and commitments that relate to protection of open space, native habitat, and vegetative cover.
Class Il management objectives—to retain the existing landscape character—are appropriate for ACECs, which
are managed for biological and cultural values. Class | management objectives are appropriate for lands within
segments of the Santa Margarita River that are eligible for inclusion in the National Wild and Scenic Rivers
System (NWSRS), in accordance with the interim guidance for protection of wild and scenic values.

RE C O N RSB-1 - Santa Margarita Ecological Reserve / Temecula Canyon ACEC



BLM Visual Resources Form 8400-1

United States
Department of the Interior
Bureau of Land Management

Scenic Quality Field Inventory

Date: December 5, 2007
Evaluator: RECON (Woods)
District: California Desert District
Field Office: Palm Springs / South Coast Field Office

Resource Area:

Riverside—San Bernardino County

Scenic Quality
Rating Unit:

RSB-2 - Potrero ACEC / Soboba

SRMA / Poppit Flat

Landscape Character: (see representative photos on reverse side)

Landform/Water Vegetation Structures (General)

Steep mountainous terrain with Low, rounded vegetative cover (Few to none on BLM lands)
E | boulders and rock outcrops
S

Rounded with some angles Rounded to irregular Even pattern of cut areas,
2 serpentine to jagged, parallel
- lines of OHV surface scarring
_ | Tans, browns, blues Grey/olive Lighter tan OHV scarred areas
[=]
°
o
@ | Moderate to coarse; many large Smooth to moderately coarse Smooth texture of surface
é boulders throughout scarring, in contrast with
- adjacent vegetated areas

Narrative / Representative landscape character: This rugged mountainous area is a very dominant landscape
element for the communities of Hemet and San Jacinto, and for viewers along SR79, the Pines National Scenic
Byway, and I-10. Contrast between this terrain and the adjacent valley floor is high. Masses of dark green
groves of avocado and other trees at base of the hills on private and Soboba Indian Reservation lands offer
appealing contrast to monotone chaparral-covered uplands. Adjacent areas are predominantly monotone and
almost ‘badlands’ in appearance, color, and lack of vegetative cover. Riparian trees and vegetation along
adjacent watercourses provide strikingly colorful contrast to adjacent foothills. OHV use has resulted in

surface scarring that is visible and somewhat prevalent on foothills slopes.

Scenic Quality Score & Classification:

High (4-5) Medium (3) Low (1-2) Total / Rationale Scenic Quality

Landform 3 Very dominant Classification
Vegetation 2 A (>18)
Water 2 Visual Interest
Color 2 W B (12-18)
Adjacent Scenery 4 Wilderness & USFS
Scarcity 3
Cultural Modification 0 D c(<12))

Totals: 4 10 2 16

RECON

RSB-2 - Potrero ACEC / Soboba SRMA / Poppit Flat




BLM Visual Resources Form 8400-1

Representative Photographs:

Mountainous terrain of upper elevations in adjacent
San Bernardino National Forest; rounded form of
lower foothills. Surface impacts from OHV use are
visually evident by color and texture contrast.

Riparian vegetation along adjacent watercourses
(mostly private or tribe ownership) provides
variation in color, texture and form (Poppit Creek)

RECON

R i

- o e, N —
Combination of flowing water, vegetation colors
and textures, mountainous terrain and relatively
level valley floors results in scenic variety and
interest. Scars from OHV use are prevalent in
lower foothills.

Adjacent valley floor lands have been significantly
manipulated over time and offer low visual values.
Upland foothills and mountainous terrain serve
as visually dominant elements in contrast.
Undulating terrain results in high contrast of
shadows and light.

RSB-2 - Potrero ACEC / Soboba SRMA / Poppit Flat



BLM Visual Resources Form 8400-1

VISUAL RESOURCE INVENTORY CLASSIFICATION MATRIX

Visual Sensitivity Levels
High Medium Low
Special Areas | |
A 1 1 1l 1 1] 1] 1l
11*
B 1 1 1 v [\ v
IV*
Scenic Quality C Il \Y \Y v v v v
f/m b s/s f/m b s/s s/s
Distance Zones

* If adjacent areas are Class Ill or lower, assign Class llI; if higher, assign Class IV.

Scenic Quality: B

Sensitivity Level: High

Distance Zone: Foreground

Inventory Class: Il

Class Il Management Objective: To retain the existing character of the landscape. The level of change to the
characteristic landscape should be low.

Discussion: Scenic Quality is B. Adjacent lands detract in some areas (e.g., where scenic quality is low
and cultural disturbance is high) and enhance in other areas (e.g., where Mount San Jacinto State Wilderness,
San Jacinto Wilderness, and San Bernadino National Forest lands are part of the viewshed).

The sensitivity level of this area is high due to these factors: Potrero ACEC status (may be dropped as an
ACEC), Soboba SRMA status, proximity of Juan Bautista de Anza Historic Trail and Palms-to-Pines National
Scenic Byway, and proximity to state and federal Wilderness areas and other highly-visited federal lands.
The area is within the foreground/middleground views of nearby residents and other viewers on adjacent
roads (I-10, SR79, Palms-to-Pines National Scenic Byway), jeep trails, hiking trails, and recreational viewers in
the Poppit Flat area and the Soboba SRMA.

Considerations for assigning Management Class:  Class Il is appropriate for lands within this area due to
the high sensitivity, high visibility, and management commitments that relate to protection of open space,
scenic values, native habitat, and vegetative cover. Class Il management objectives—to retain the existing
landscape character—are appropriate for ACECs, which are managed for biological and cultural values.

RE C Q N RSB-2 - Potrero ACEC / Soboba SRMA / Poppit Flat



BLM Visual Resources Form 8400-1

United States
Department of the Interior
Bureau of Land Management

Scenic Quality Field Inventory

Date: December 5, 2007
Evaluator: RECON (Woods)
District: California Desert District
Field Office: Palm Springs / South Coast Field Office

Resource Area:

Riverside—San Bernardino County

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:

RSB-3 - Santa Ana River Wash
areas

Landscape Character: (see representative photos on reverse side)

Landform/Water Vegetation Structures (General)
Relatively flat to undulating Rounded Angular, cylindrical sand and
€| terrain with some hummocky gravel operations on adjacent
(=]
* | areas lands
o | Flat to undulating Vertical
£
_ | Light tans, grays, some green Light tans, grays, some green Tans
[=]
°
o
o Fine to moderate (mostly sandy Moderately coarse
2| with some boulders)
()
[

Narrative / Representative landscape character: These open space areas along the Santa Ana floodplain are
relatively flat to undulating with sparse shrub-scrub vegetation. Junipers, African sumac, castor bean, yuccas,
and sycamores occur occasionally. Scenic qualities of these lands in and by themselves have a relatively low
scenic quality in terms of variety of forms, line, colors, and textures. Their primary scenic value is in the mostly
unobstructed views they offer of adjacent background mountains (seasonally snowcapped) and as natural

open space.

Scenic Quality Score & Classification:

High (4-5) Medium (3) Low (1-2) Total / Rationale Scenic Quality

Landform 2 Low variation Classification
Vegetation 1 Mostly shrubs A (>18)
Water 0
Color 2 Monotones [ B (12-18)
Adjacent Scenery 3 Varies
Scarcity 3
Cultural Modification 0 W C(<12)

Totals: 10 1 11

RECON

RSB-3 - Santa Ana River Wash Areas




BLM Visual Resources Form 8400-1

Representative Photographs:

Santa Ana River Wash is a Restricted Area,
intended to protect sensitive wildlife and plant
resources. It is Closed to vehicular access.

Abutting and adjacent lands uses range from
rural residential to urbanized and some sand and
gravel extraction operations. These generally
provide low-to-moderately-low scenic
enhancement to viewshed.

Surface of terrain is relatively flat to undulating
and hummocky.

Adjacent upper elevation mountainous terrain
provides highly scenic background views to the
north—northeast (San Bernardino National
Forest, San Gorgonio Wilderness).

RE C O N RSB-3 - Santa Ana River Wash Areas



BLM Visual Resources Form 8400-1

VISUAL RESOURCE INVENTORY CLASSIFICATION MATRIX

Visual Sensitivity Levels
High Medium Low
Special Areas | |
A 1 1 1l 1 1] 1] 1l
11*
B 1l 1 1 v [\ v
IV*
Scenic Quality c n v \Y v v \Y v
f/m b s/s f/m b s/s s/s
Distance Zones

* If adjacent areas are Class Ill or lower, assign Class llI; if higher, assign Class IV.

Scenic Quality: C

Sensitivity Level: High

Distance Zone: Foreground

Inventory Class: il

Class Ill Management Objective: To partially retain the existing character of the landscape.

The level of change to the characteristic landscape should be moderate.

Discussion: Scenic Quality is C. Visual variety of forms, lines, color, and texture is generally low and
somewhat monotone. Adjacent lands detract in some areas (e.g., where scenic quality is low and cultural
disturbance is high) and enhance scenic quality in other areas (e.g., where San Bernadino National Forest lands
are part of the viewshed).

The sensitivity level of these areas is high due to these factors: ACEC status and presence as relatively natural,
undisturbed open space. Sensitivity to disturbance is potentially higher for viewers who are aware of the
areas’ value for protecting native plants such as the Santa Ana River woolly star and slender-homed
spineflower.

The areas are highly visible and are within the foreground/middleground views of nearby residents and other
viewers on adjacent roads (SR30, Orange Street, Fifth Street and Greenspot Road) and hiking trails.
Considerations for assigning Management Class:  Although Class lll is the appropriate Visual Inventory
Class for these areas, Class Il Management objectives are warranted for lands within this area due to the high
sensitivity, high visibility, and management commitments that relate to protection of native habitat and
vegetative cover, open space, and scenic values. Class Il allowances for moderate change to the characteristic
landscape would conflict with these other resource protection objectives. Class Il management objectives—to
retain the existing landscape character—are appropriate for ACECs, which are managed for biological and
cultural values.

RE C Q N RSB-3 - Santa Ana River Wash Areas



BLM Visual Resources Form 8400-1

Date: December 5, 2007
United States Evaluator: RECON (Woods)
Department of the Interior District: California Desert District
Bureau of Land Management Field Office: Palm Springs / South Coast Field Office
Los Angeles—Orange County

. . . Resource Area:
Scenic Quality Field Inventory Management Area
Scenic Quality SCS - Santa Clara River / Soledad
Rating Unit: Canyon

Landscape Character: (see representative photos on reverse side)

Landform/Water

Vegetation Structures (General)

Rounded, steep hills, with
occasional jagged rock

Low and rounded Powerlines cross some of
the BLM parcels; few

€
E outcroppings structures are evident
otherwise
Serpentine, undulating No distinct linear pattern on BLM lands; Vertical lines and support
° adjacent riparian vegetation on private lands | poles; serpentine
£ follows curvilinear alignment of riverbed alignment of unpaved
roads
Tans and grays Mostly tans and olive greens on BLM lands; Lighter tan of unpaved
5 adjacent riparian vegetation on private lands | roads
S lends bright and seasonal colors (greens,
yellows, fall color)
o Fine to coarse, depending | Moderately coarse Fine texture of relatively
3 |on viewer distance smooth unpaved roads
ks

Narrative / Representative landscape character:  These non-contiguous BLM lands are located within a
larger landscape of steep, rolling foothills and canyons just north of the San Gabriel Mountains (Angeles
National Forest). The scenic qualities of these lands in and by themselves have a lower scenic quality than the
adjacent mountains and riparian corridor along Soledad and Escondido Canyons, in terms of variety of forms,
line, colors, and textures. Their primary scenic value is as mostly undisturbed natural open space. They provide
continuity and connectivity with other abutting open space lands, and are enhanced by adjacent scenery.

Scenic Quality Score & Classification:

High (4-5) Medium (3) Low (1-2) Total / Rationale Scenic  Quality
Landform 3 Classification
Vegetation 2 A (>18)
Water 2 Adjacent river
Color 3 W B (12-18)
Adjacent Scenery Mountains, riparian
corridor
Scarcity 3 0 C(<12))
Cultural Modification 0
Totals: 9 4 17

RECON

SCS - Santa Clara River/Soledad Canyon




BLM Visual Resources Form 8400-1

Representative Photographs:

E - - =
Riparian vegetation in some of the side canyons of Adjacent scenery of riparian corridors and

Soledad Canyon crosses portions of BLM parcels. nearby public lands enhance the scenic quality of
Southern California Regional railroad crosses only the BLM parcels. Background views of San
small portion of one BLM parcel. Gabriel Mountains lend a sense of remoteness.

e

R . % E‘.
Rock outcroppings provide visual interest in form,
color, shadows, and texture. Power/transmission

lines, poles, and unpaved roads are present, but

BLM parcels are mostly in mid- to upper

elevations of these foothills, providing continuity
) and connectivity of natural open space lands.

not dominant. . .

The result is a contiguous landscape, although

the BLM lands themselves are not contiguous.

RE C O N SCS - Santa Clara River/Soledad Canyon



BLM Visual Resources Form 8400-1

VISUAL RESOURCE INVENTORY CLASSIFICATION MATRIX

Visual Sensitivity Levels
High Medium Low
Special Areas | |
A 1 1 1l 1 1] 1] 1l
11*
B ] 1 1 v [\ v
IV*
Scenic Quality C Il \Y \Y v v v v
f/m b s/s f/m b s/s s/s
Distance Zones

* If adjacent areas are Class Ill or lower, assign Class llI; if higher, assign Class IV.

Scenic Quality: B

Sensitivity Level: High

Distance Zone: Foreground

Inventory Class: Il

Class Il Management Objective: To retain the existing character of the landscape. The level of change to the
characteristic landscape should be low.

Discussion: Scenic Quality is B and is enhanced by adjacent scenery of San Gabriel Mountains and
riparian corridors along Soledad and Antelope Canyons. BLM parcels are disjunct, not contiguous, but provide
connectivity to abutting natural open space lands.

The sensitivity level of this area is high due to the scenic quality of the open space, riparian corridor, adjacent
mountains, and proximity of the Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail, the alignment of which runs through or
nearby BLM parcels and continues into the upper elevations of the San Gabriel Mountains approximately four
miles to the south.

The BLM parcels and greater foothills landscape are visually dominant, highly visible, and within the
foreground/middleground views of nearby residents and other viewers on Soledad Canyon Road, Antelope
Valley Freeway, and other nearby roads, jeep trails, and hiking trails.

Considerations for assigning Management Class:  Class Il is appropriate for these parcels due to the scenic
quality, sensitivity, and high visibility. Class Il management objectives—to retain the existing landscape
character—are appropriate for lands not available for disposal from federal ownership but suitable for
jurisdictional exchange with the abutting U.S. Forest Service.

RE C Q N SCS - Santa Clara River/Soledad Canyon



BLM Visual Resources Form 8400-1

Field Inventory:

October 2007

United States

Department of the Interior

Bureau of Land Management

Evaluator: RECON (Woods)
District: California Desert District
Field Office: Palm Springs / South Coast Field Office

Resource Area:

San Diego Borderlands

Scenic Quality Field Inventory

Scenic Quality
Rating Unit:

SDB-1 Otay & San Ysidro Mts.

Landscape Character: (see representative photos on reverse side)

Landform/Water Vegetation Structures (General)
Rolling terrain Rounded masses of oaks on Linear (overhead power lines and
£ hillsides support structures, roadways,
S antennae on Otay Mt.)
Rounded hills, relatively level Linear meandering bands of Straight, angular
o | valley floor, serpentine riparian vegetation
£ | meandering watercourses
Tan to dark green vegetation, Tan grasses, dark green oaks and | Metallic gray, dark grays paved
5 depending on season and shrubs, green sycamores with roads, tan dirt roads
:3 rainfall; orange and red soil in contrasting white trunks
areas
Predominantly smooth, with Medium to fine grained Uneven
g interspersion of boulder
% | outcrops
'—

Narrative / Representative landscape character: Gently rolling to steep and predominantly rounded hills and
mountainous terrain interspersed with open grassy areas and punctuated by linear bands of riparian
vegetation along intermittent water courses. Masses of dark green oaks and shrubs on hillsides. Lighter greens
of sycamore and willow riparian vegetation. Otay Mountain dominates the landscape at +-1,000’ above

adjacent valley floor.

Scenic Quality Score & Classification:

High (4-5) Medium (3) Low (1-2) Total / Rationale Scenic Quality

Landform 3 Classification
Vegetation 5 Riparian, massing H A (>18)
Water
Color 3 [0 B (12-18)
Adjacent Scenery 3
Scarcity 3
Cultural Modification 2 Not dominant D c (<12))

Totals: 7 12 19

RECON

SDB-1 Otay & San Ysidro Mts.
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Representative Photographs:

Gently rolling hills, massing of vegetation (oaks and View from west: small airstrip used for gliding, etc.
sycamore trees)

View south, from Sycamore Canyon Area (north side
Otay Mountain is dominant visual feature. RV Park of Otay Mountain

in foreground.

RE C o N SDB-1 Otay & San Ysidro Mts.
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VISUAL RESOURCE INVENTORY CLASSIFICATION MATRIX

Visual Sensitivity Levels
High Medium Low
Special Areas |
A n ] 1] ] [} [} ]
HI*
B 1l 1 1 \Y [\ [\
IV*
Scenic Quality c Il IV IV WY IV v WY
f/m b s/s f/m b s/s s/s
Distance Zones

* If adjacent areas are Class Ill or lower, assign Class IlI; if higher, assign Class IV.

Scenic Quality: A

Sensitivity Level: High

Distance Zone: Foreground

Inventory Class: I

Class Il Management Objective: To retain the existing character of the landscape. The level of change to the
characteristic landscape should be low.

Discussion: Scenic Quality is A, therefore the Inventory Class is II, regardless of Visual Sensitivity or
Distance Zone. The sensitivity level of this area is high due to Wilderness designation of Otay Mountain and
Cedar Canyon, value as a sacred landscape to tribes, Cedar Canyon ACEC and RNA, importance as a “core
area” of the San Diego County MSCP (the Otay/Kuchamaa Cooperative Management Area), and proximity to
the Otay Mountain State Ecological Reserve (managed consistently with the Otay Mountain Wilderness and
preserve stands of Tecate Cypress and other sensitive species and habitat). This area is within
foreground/middleground views of recreationists, nearby residents, and other viewers on adjacent roads
(Otay Lakes Road, SR94), jeep trails, and hiking trails. It is also highly visible from gliders using the Otay
Reservoir landing strip and from aircraft flights heading east to, or west from the San Diego area.
Considerations for assigning Management Class:  Wilderness and Wilderness Study Areas within this area
will be assigned a Class I. Class Il is appropriate for other areas due to the sensitivity and MSCP commitments
that relate to protection of native habitat and vegetative cover. Additionally, Class Il is appropriate for ACEC
areas. Acquisition agreements may require Class | management levels.

RE C Q N SDB-1 Otay & San Ysidro Mts.



BLM Visual Resources Form 8400-1

United States
Department of the Interior
Bureau of Land Management

Scenic Quality Field Inventory

Field Inventory:

October 2007

Evaluator: RECON (Woods)
District: California Desert District
Field Office: Palm Springs / South Coast Field Office

Resource Area:

San Diego Borderlands

Scenic Quality
Rating Unit:

SDB-2

Tecate & Little Tecate Peaks

Landscape Character: (see representative photos on reverse side)

Landform/Water Vegetation Structures (General)
Steep and pointed terrain Simple forms, uneven pattern Minimal, few road cuts
£
(=]
(TR
Rounded hills, relatively level Linear meandering bands of Even, rounded, pointed
2 valley floor, serpentine riparian vegetation
= meandering watercourses
Green, dark green, yellow, and Tan grasses, dark green oaks and | Metallic gray, dark grays paved
. | orange in vegetation, depending | shrubs, green sycamores with roads, tan dirt roads
]
3 on season and rainfall; orange contrasting white trunks, yellow
and red soil in areas and orange fall colors
Predominantly smooth, with Medium to fine grained Smooth
(]
3| coarse interspersion of boulder
x
2 | outcrops

Narrative / Representative landscape character: Steep slopes, somewhat pointed peaks, and many rocky
outcrops and large boulders. Vegetative cover is mostly even, consisting of coastal sage scrub and oaks.
Canyons are steep and rocky, and support narrow strands of cottonwood, willow sycamore, and oak trees.
Adjacent valley bottomlands have relatively dense riparian plant community. Cultural modifications are

minimal.

Scenic Quality Score & Classification:

High (4-5) Medium (3) Low (1-2) Total / Rationale Scenic  Quality

Landform 5 Steep & rocky Classification
Vegetation 3 Riparian, massing HA (>18)
Water 0
Color 3 O B (12-18)
Adjacent Scenery 3
Scarcity 5 Distinct peaks
Cultural Modification 2 Not dominant L c(<12))

Totals: 12 9 1] 21

RECON

SDB-2 Tecate and Little Tecate Peaks




BLM Visual Resources Form 8400-1

Representative Photographs:

Form is steep and pointed, with jagged outcrops
providing variation in texture and color.

Steep slopes, large boulder outcrops. Roadway
alignment creates noticeable contrast in form,
color, and texture.

. Biev il R v
Vegetation is denser along canyons and ravines.
Provides variety of color and texture.

Cottonwoods, willow, and sycamores provide
seasonal color variation.

RE C O N SDB-2 Tecate and Little Tecate Peaks



BLM Visual Resources Form 8400-1

VISUAL RESOURCE INVENTORY CLASSIFICATION MATRIX

Visual Sensitivity Levels
High Medium Low
Special Areas | |
A n ] 1] ] [} [} ]
11*
B 1l 1 1 v [\ v
IV*
Scenic Quality C Il IV IV WY IV v WY
f/m b s/s f/m b s/s s/s
Distance Zones

* If adjacent areas are Class Ill or lower, assign Class llI; if higher, assign Class IV.

Scenic Quality: A
Sensitivity Level: High
Distance Zone: Foreground
Inventory Class: I

Class Il Management Objective: To retain the existing character of the landscape. The level of change to the
characteristic landscape should be low.

Discussion: Scenic Quality is A; therefore the Inventory Class is Il regardless of Visual Sensitivity or
Distance Zone. The sensitivity level of this area is high due to status of Tecate Peak and Little Tecate Peak as
the Kuchamaa ACEC and Outstanding Natural Area (ONA) for the protection of Native American religious
heritage (Little Tecate Peak is a culturally significant site for the Kumeyaay); value as a sacred landscape to
tribes, proximity to the Otay Mountain State Ecological Reserve (managed consistent with the Otay Mountain
Wilderness, and preserve stands of Tecate Cypress and other sensitive species and habitat), and importance as
a “core area” of the San Diego County MSCP (the Otay/Kuchamaa Cooperative Management Area). This area is
within foreground/middleground views of recreationists, nearby residents, and other viewers on adjacent
roads (Cottonwood Creek and Barrett Lake Roads, SR94), jeep trails, and hiking trails. It is also highly visible
from aircraft flights heading east to, or west from the San Diego area.

Considerations for assigning Management Class:  Class |l is appropriate for this area due to the cultural
sensitivity, ACEC status.

RE C Q N SDB-2 Tecate and Little Tecate Peaks
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United States
Department of the Interior
Bureau of Land Management

Scenic Quality Field Inventory

Field Inventory:

October 2007

Evaluator: RECON (Woods)
District: California Desert District
Field Office: Palm Springs / South Coast Field Office

Resource Area:

San Diego Borderlands

Scenic Quality
Rating Unit:

SDB-3 Potrero-McAlmond area

Landscape Character: (see representative photos on reverse side)

Landform/Water

Vegetation

Structures (General)

Steep and rocky hills, gently

Simple forms, uneven pattern

Minimal, few road cuts

€ rolling upland valleys.
&

Angular slopes, jagged and Rounded masses Serpentine
2| rounded rock formations
£

Greens, tans, light grey Tan grasses, dark green oaks and | Tan dirt roads
. shrubs, green sycamores with
[=]
:3 contrasting white trunks, yellow

and orange fall colors

Moderate to very coarse, Medium Medium-coarse
Q
g depending on distance and rock
2 | outcroppings

Narrative / Representative landscape character: Gently rolling to steep hills and relatively level, open upland
areas of mature oak woodlands. Similar in character to the oak woodland at Potrero County Park. Access is
limited to a few unpaved roads. Background views of Cleveland National Forest (Hauser Wilderness) to the
north provide very scenic backdrop. Riparian strands in washes add color and texture.

Scenic Quality Score & Classification:

High (4-5) Medium (3) Low (1-2) Total / Rationale Scenic Quality
Landform 3 Steep & rocky Classification
Vegetation 3 Riparian, massing H A(>18)
Water 0
Color 3 O B (12-18)
Adjacent Scenery 5 Wilderness
Scarcity 3 Distinct peaks and
rocky terrain [ C(<12))
Cultural Modification 2 Not dominant
Totals: 7 12 0 19

RECON

SDB-3 Potrero Peak — McAlmond areas




BLM Visual Resources Form 8400-1

Representative Photographs:

Angular slopes and distinct peak of Potrero Peak. Vegetation along ravines provides distinct
variation in color, texture, and pattern.

s T I & - -

Rough, rocky terrain. Many areas where uneven (i
jagged forms of boulders and outcrops dominate. Background views of Cleveland National Forest
(Hauser Wilderness) to the north.

RE C O N SDB-3 Potrero Peak — McAlmond areas



BLM Visual Resources Form 8400-1

VISUAL RESOURCE INVENTORY CLASSIFICATION MATRIX

Visual Sensitivity Levels
High Medium Low
Special Areas | |
A n ] 1] ] [} [} ]
11*
B 1l 1 1 v [\ v
IV*
Scenic Quality C Il IV IV WY IV v WY
f/m b s/s f/m b s/s s/s
Distance Zones

* If adjacent areas are Class Ill or lower, assign Class llI; if higher, assign Class IV.

Scenic Quality: A
Sensitivity Level: High
Distance Zone: Foreground
Inventory Class: I

Class Il Management Objective: To retain the existing character of the landscape. The level of change to the
characteristic landscape should be low.

Discussion: Scenic Quality is A; therefore the Inventory Class is Il regardless of Visual Sensitivity or
Distance Zone. The sensitivity level of this area is high due to recreational use, proximity to Hauser Mountain
WSA and Wilderness (further north, within Cleveland National Forest). This area is within
foreground/middleground views of recreationists, nearby residents, and other viewers on adjacent roads
(Barrett Lake and Potrero Valley, Round Potrero, and Big Potrero Roads, SR94), jeep and hiking trails, and the
Potrero County Park. It is also highly visible from aircraft flights heading east to, or west from the San Diego
area.

Considerations for assigning Management Class:  Class Il is appropriate for this area due to the scenic
quality, proximity to Wilderness and WSA, high visibility, and viewer expectations for natural landscapes.
Isolated, smaller parcels at lower elevations could be effectively managed as Class Ill, for which the objective is
“to partially retain the existing character of the landscape. The level of change to the characteristic landscape
should be moderate” due to its proximity to areas of private land with moderate levels of rural development
(i.e., roads, residences, agricultural fields, livestock operations and enclosures, etc.).

RE C Q N SDB-3 Potrero Peak — McAlmond areas



BLM Visual Resources Form 8400-1

United States
Department of the Interior
Bureau of Land Management

Scenic Quality Field Inventory

Field Inventory:

October 2007

Evaluator: RECON (Woods)
District: California Desert District
Field Office: Palm Springs / South Coast Field Office

Resource Area:

San Diego Borderlands

Scenic Quality
Rating Unit:

SDB-4 Hauser Mountain area

Landscape Character: (see representative photos on reverse side)

Landform/Water

Vegetation

Structures (General)

Steep and rugged terrain,

Simple forms, uneven pattern;

Minimal, few road cuts. Adjacent

€ | adjacent relatively flat uplands. rounded masses of tree and non-BLM lands have ranch
(=]
w shrub canopies structures, and roads
Angular slopes, jagged and Rounded even masses Serpentine unpaved roads
2| rounded rock formations
£
Greens, tans, light grey Tan grasses, dark green oaks and | Tan dirt roads
s shrubs
o]
o
Moderate to very coarse, Medium-coarse Mostly smooth
(]
:5_, depending on distance and rock
x
2 | outcroppings

Narrative / Representative landscape character: Very rugged terrain. Rock outcroppings and boulders are
predominant on the steep to moderately sloped hillsides. Adjacent upland areas are relatively level, with
sparser vegetation and fewer trees. Vegetative matrix consists mostly of mature chaparral, oak woodlands,
and riparian areas. There is a gradual transition from the more dense, mesic (higher water) vegetation in the
southwestern area to the more sparse xeric (drier) vegetation of northeastern areas. Valley bottoms are open
and gently sloping with moderate-sparse mature oak woodlands throughout. This area is less visually distinct
than other, more diverse areas nearby.

Scenic Quality Score & Classification:

High (4-5) Medium (3) Low (1-2) Total / Rationale Scenic Quality

Landform 3 Steep & rocky Classification
Vegetation 3 Riparian, massing A (>18)
Water 0
Color 3 W B (12-18)
Adjacent Scenery 5 Wilderness to N.
Scarcity 3
Cultural Modification 0 D c(<12))

Totals: 5 12 0 17

RECON

SDB-4 Hauser Mountain area




BLM Visual Resources Form 8400-1

Representative Photographs®:

Steep and rugged mountainous terrain, with
adjacent relatively level, sparsely vegetated
upland areas.

Hauser Mountains in background; adjacent private
lands in foreground.

Vegetation along ravines provides distinct
variation in color, texture and pattern. Rough,
rocky terrain. Many areas where uneven jagged
forms of boulders and outcrops dominate.

Background views of Cleveland Nat’l. Forest
(Hauser Wilderness) to the north.

! Note: These photographs were taken prior to the fires that occurred in fall 2007. Some diminishment of
scenic values occurred in burned areas, but this is considered to be a short- to mid-term effect, rather than
long-term or permanent degradation. Winter rains of 2008 aided natural recovery of vegetative cover.

RECON

SDB-4 Hauser Mountain area



BLM Visual Resources Form 8400-1

VISUAL RESOURCE INVENTORY CLASSIFICATION MATRIX

Visual Sensitivity Levels
High Medium Low
Special Areas | |
A 1 1 1l 1 1] 1] 1l
11*
B ] 1 1 v [\ v
IV*
Scenic Quality C Il \Y \Y v v v v
f/m b s/s f/m b s/s s/s
Distance Zones

* If adjacent areas are Class Ill or lower, assign Class llI; if higher, assign Class IV.

Scenic Quality: B
Sensitivity Level: High
Distance Zone: Foreground
Inventory Class: I

Class Il Management Objective: To retain the existing character of the landscape. The level of change to the
characteristic landscape should be low.

Discussion: Scenic Quality is B, slightly lower than more topographically and vegetatively diverse areas
nearby. However the overall appearance is very natural and not fragmented by roads and other surface
disturbance. The sensitivity level of this area is high due its WSA status, proximity to Wilderness (Hauser
Mountain Wilderness, Cleveland National Forest, to the north), and remoteness. This area is within
foreground/middleground views of recreationists, nearby residents, and other viewers on adjacent roads
(Harris Ranch and Big Potrero Truck Roads, SR94, and S1, which connects further north with I-8), jeep and
hiking trails, and from Potrero County Park. It is also highly visible from aircraft flights heading east to, or west
from the San Diego area.

Considerations for assigning Management Class:  Lands within the Hauser Mountain WSA will be assigned
a Class I. Class Il is appropriate for other areas due to the sensitivity and MSCP commitments that relate to
protection of open space, native habitat, and vegetative cover. In particular, there are several parcels that
were donated to the BLM specifically for the protection of their open space and habitat values. Class Il
management objectives—to retain the existing landscape character—are appropriate for these areas.
Acquisition agreements may require Class | management levels.

RE C Q N SDB-4 Hauser Mountain area



BLM Visual Resources Form 8400-1

United States
Department of the Interior
Bureau of Land Management

Scenic Quality Field Inventory

Field Inventory:

October 2007

Evaluator: RECON (Woods)
District: California Desert District
Field Office: Palm Springs / South Coast Field Office

Resource Area:

San Diego Borderlands

Scenic Quality
Rating Unit:

SDB-5 Smith Canyon / La Posta /

Campo area

Landscape Character: (see representative photos on reverse side)

Landform/Water

Vegetation

Structures (General)

Gently rolling to steep and
rugged terrain

Simple forms, uneven pattern;
rounded masses of tree and

Road cuts; Adjacent non-BLM
lands have ranch structures,

€
E shrub canopies livestock enclosures, pastures
and roads
Angular slopes, jagged and Rounded even masses Straight to serpentine unpaved
o | rounded rock formations roads
.E
Greens, tans, light grey Tan grasses, dark green oaks and | Light tan dirt roads
. shrubs
o
o
(&)
Moderate to very coarse, Medium-coarse Mostly smooth
g depending on distance and rock
% | outcroppings
-

Narrative / Representative landscape character: Moderate to rugged terrain. Rock outcroppings and boulders
are predominant on the higher elevation hillsides. Adjacent valley floor areas are relatively level, with sparser
vegetation and fewer trees. Vegetative matrix consists mostly of shrub-scrub chaparral, with a low density
distribution of oaks. This area is less visually distinct than other, more diverse areas nearby.

Scenic Quality Score & Classification:

High (4-5) Medium (3) Low (1-2) Total / Rationale Scenic Quality

Landform 3 Steep & rocky Classification
Vegetation 3 Riparian, massing A (>18)
Water 0
Color 3 W B (12-18)
Adjacent Scenery 4 Wilderness to N.
Scarcity 3
Cultural Modification 0 L c(<12))

Totals: 4 12 0 16

RECON

SDB-5 Smith Canyon / La Posta / Campo area




BLM Visual Resources Form 8400-1

Representative Photographs®:

Rocky, rugged terrain of Smith Céﬁyon area.
Agricultural character of adjacent private lands in texture. Rough, rocky terrain of adjacent upland
Campo Valley. areas in La Posta area.

R

taud b L A
Gently rolling terrain near Clover Flat (west of Moderate to steep rocky hill slopes in Campo /
Miller Creek.) Shrub-dominated. Surface La Posta area. Color of powerline poles and
disturbances result in high contrast in color and shrub massing attenuate visual contrast.
texture.

! Note: These photographs were taken prior to the fires that occurred in the fall of 2007. Some diminishment
of scenic values occurred in burned areas, but this is considered to be a short- to mid-term effect, rather
than long-term or permanent degradation. Winter rains of 2008 aided natural recovery of vegetative cover.

RE C o N SDB-5 Smith Canyon / La Posta / Campo area



BLM Visual Resources Form 8400-1

VISUAL RESOURCE INVENTORY CLASSIFICATION MATRIX

Visual Sensitivity Levels
High Medium Low
Special Areas | |
A 1 1 1l 1 1] 1] 1l
11*
B ] 1 1 v [\ v
IV*
Scenic Quality C Il \Y \Y v v v v
f/m b s/s f/m b s/s s/s
Distance Zones

* If adjacent areas are Class Ill or lower, assign Class llI; if higher, assign Class IV.

Scenic Quality: B
Sensitivity Level: High
Distance Zone: Foreground
Inventory Class: I

Class Il Management Objective: To retain the existing character of the landscape. The level of change to the
characteristic landscape should be low.

Discussion: Scenic Quality is B, slightly lower than more topographically and vegetatively diverse areas
nearby. The sensitivity level of this area is high due its recreational use and rural ranching character. BLM
lands within this area are within foreground/middleground views of recreationists, nearby residents, and
other viewers on adjacent roads (Buckman Springs Road, various ‘Truck Trails’, SR94; and S1 and La Posta
Roads, which connect further north with I-8), jeep trails, and hiking trails. The U.S. Navy La Posta Microwave
Station facility is set back from La Posta Road and does not attract or dominate views. Surface disturbances
result in high color contrast and attract attention.

Considerations for assigning Management Class:  Class |l is appropriate due to the sensitivity, high visibility
by residents and recreationists, proximity to Lake Morena County Park, and relatively undisturbed character.
Class Il would also be appropriate for certain land areas at lower elevations that are adjacent to rural
ranchlands with moderate levels of disturbance and structures.

RE C Q N SDB-5 Smith Canyon / La Posta / Campo area
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MAP 3.V.4:Visual Resource Inventory (Santa Clara River / Soledad Canyon)
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	Appendix M Visual Resource Inventory 

	BTMT Beauty Mountain Area     

	RSB-1 Santa Margarita-Temecula Canyon ACEC 

	RSB-2 Potrero-Soboba-Poppit 

	RSB-3 Santa Ana River Wash 

	SCS Santa Clara-Soledad  

	SDB1 Otay 

	SDB2 Tecate & Little Tecate Peaks 

	SDB3 Potrero-McAlmond Areas 

	SDB4 Hauser Mountain 

	SDB5 Smith-LaPosta-Campo 


	Maps 

	VRM Map 1 San Diego Borderlands     

	VRM Map 2 Beauty Mountain-Santa Margarita   

	VRM Map 3 Santa Ana-Potrero-Soboba   

	VRM Map 4 Santa Clara River-Soledad Canyon   



