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Meeting Schedule

Open House 30 minutes

Presentation 15 minutes

Public Comments 60 minutes

Workshop 15 minutes



BLM’s Purpose and Need





NEPA Process
1.  Public Scoping
2.  Develop draft Environmental    

Impact Statement (EIS)
3.  Distribute and receive comments
4.  Revise the EIS, based on comments
5.  Release a final EIS
6.  Protest Period for the Plan Amendment
7.  Release a Record of Decision



•

NEPA Environmental
Issue AreasAir Quality

• Biological Resources
• Cultural Resources
• Noise
• Social Effects 
• Land Use
• Special Designatio
• Recreation
• Visual Resources
• Water Resources
• Other resources

 

ns



RIO MESA SOLAR
ELECTRIC GENERATING FACILITY
BLM SPONSORED MEETING
September 13, 2012



Company 
Overview

A Better Kind of Solar 

September 2012

brightsourceenergy.com



Who We Are

BrightSource Energy designs, develops and deploys 
concentrating solar thermal technology to produce 
high-value steam for electric power, petroleum and 
industrial-process markets worldwide.



Alignment with Key 
Strategic Partners & Customers

Partners & Customers

International 
Business Expansion

Key Electricity Generation 
Customers

Project Equity 
Investors

Engineering, Procurement 
& Construction

Enhanced Oil Recovery 
Applications 

Proven Access to Growth Capital



Rio Mesa Solar –Technology Summary

at >1000F and             
2500psig Steam
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Rio Mesa Solar Summary

Size Two projects totaling 540MW
2 x 270 MW design

Location Riverside County, CA

Site Two solar electric generating plants and 
ancillary facilities

Technology Concentrating Solar Thermal
 Proprietary Luz Power Tower (“LPT”) 

technology supported by BrightSource’s 
demonstration facility in Israel

Off-takers Executed 20 -year power purchase agreements 
(“PPAs”) with Southern California Edison (“SCE”)

Transmission SCE and CAISO
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Rio Mesa Solar



Rio Mesa Solar – Project  Location and Layout

Power Block Layout for RMS 1 and 2



Rio Mesa Solar – Economic & Environmental Benefits 

• Economic Impacts
– Construction Jobs: 2,500 at peak of construction, 1,000 average over 2+ years
– Operations and Maintenance Jobs: 100
– State & Local Tax Benefits: Over $200 Million*
– Total Construction Wages: Approximately $440 Million (over 2+ year construction period)
– Total Operations & Maintenance Earnings: Approximately $280 Million*

• *Based on the first 25 years, estimates not final

• Environmental Advantages
– Rio Mesa SEGF to employ BrightSource’s next generation plant design, the most 

land-efficient solar technology available
• Typical trough solar plant uses 1.5 times more land per megawatt hour

Photovoltaic solar plants use nearly twice as much land per megawatt hour•
– CO Emissions Avoided:  Nearly 20 million tons*  2
– Water Use: Less than 175 acre feet annually for both plants (25 times less than 

competing technologies)
– Air Pollutants Reductions: 85% of a natural gas-fired plant

• *Based on 25 year plant life, estimates not final
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Rio Mesa Solar – Landscape

1

2



Rio Mesa Solar – Landscape
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Rio Mesa Solar – Landscape
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Thank you!



Public Comments
• Guidelines

o State your name clearly
One person to speak at a time
Support everyone's participation
Respect others’ opinions

o

o

o



Comment Information 
Please send scoping comments to the BLM
• Address:

Attention: Lynnette Elser, NEPA Coordinator
Bureau of Land Management
California Desert Office
22835 Calle San Juan de Los Lagos
Moreno Valley, CA 92553-9046

• Or Email: cariomesa@blm.gov
Other
• Project website: 

http://www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/fo/palmsprings/Solar_Projects/Rio_Mesa.html




