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The National Congress of American Indians 

Resolution #LNK-12-036 


TITLE: Opposing the Department of Interior Fast-track Policies of Renewable 

Energ.v Projects on Ancestral Homelands 


WHEREAS. we. the members of the National Congress of American Indians 
of the United St.1les. invoicing the divine blessing of the Creator upon our efforts and 
purposes. in order to preserve for ourselves and our descendants the inherent sovereign 
rights of our Indian nations. rights secured under Indian treaties and agreements with 
the United States. and all other righl~ and benelits to which we are entitled under the 
laws an'd Con$titution of the United States. 10 enlighten the public toward a better 
understanding of the Indian people, to piescrve Indian culntral values. and otherwise 
promote the health. safety and welfarc of the Indian people. do hcreby establish and 
submit the following resolution: and 

WHERE/\S, the National Congress of American Indians (NeAl) was 
established in 1944 and is 'rhe oldest and largest national organization of American 
Indian and Alaska Native tribal governments: and 

WHEREAS. the Colorado River Indian Tribes (hereinafter "CRIT') is a 
federally recognized Indian Tribe consisting of members of Mohave. Chemehuevi, 
Navajo, and Hopi descent; and 

WHEREAS, the Aha Macav or Mohave. people of Yuman decent and Patain 
Pre-Historic Man of the Colorado River Indian Tribes have called the deserts. 
mountains. and waters of Arizona and California that surround the current reservation 
lands their home since time immemorial and the Chemebucvi of the Colorado River 
Indian Tribes lived nomadically upon the land; and 

WHEREAS, the Department of the Interior (DOl), in pun;uit of "green" 
energy, is authorizing the development of utility-scale solar and wind renewable 
energy projects. many of which are shed on federal lands managed by the BUTcau of 
Land Management (BLM): and 

WHEREAS, over 4{) proposed solar and wind renewable energy projects are 
to be undertaken within a 50·mile radius of the Colorado River Indian Reservation. 
which puts t~ns of thousands of acres of land within the anccstraltcrritory homelands 
of CRIT. as well as our other Yuman Tribes. at further risk of destruction; and 

'tVl-fF.RFAS. BLM, due to pressure from the current U.S. Administration. is 
reviewing and approving these projects on an arbilranly:irnpo5cd fasI-track process; 
and 

WHEREAS, BLM. as a rcsul! of its tast-trHck proc~ss. has failed to conduct meaningful 
consultation with Trib.:~. panicularly with CRIT. and has !.'1kcn actions that violate fedentl laws 
which include provisions designed to protect Tribe~' sa~red places and cultural rC!iource~. such as 
the National Historic Prc-seTvation Act. the National Environmental Policy Act. the 
Administrative Procedures Act. the Native Amcricnll (jravcs Protection and Rcpatrialil'Tl Act. and 
the Federal Land Policy and Management Act: and 

WHEREAS. fll.M is pmposing this t';]sHrack pro,'css as the non11al approval process in 
thL' "Solar Enerb'Y Development Program 1'01' the Six Southwcst Stat~>." which ,k,ignatcs "Solar 
Energy Zones" acrnss six states. lll'UlY "fwhich, ifnot nil. cncllmpass,3crcd place,; unci ar~~s that 
tire of cultural and religiolls impot1ancc tn Tribes: and 

\\'HEREAS, these I'roj~cts are dcstrnymg our cull\".al rcsottrces. dc<;ccr,lting "ur ,"cred 
place,;. impairing our anilities to practice our tr<1ditiollal and religiou> beliefs. and ,CI crii1g our 
physical lind spirilual connections to lands that ure fundament,1i to our cultuml identities: and 

\VHEREAS. continuation of DOI's CUITl.'nt policie.~ h,lS placed a tremcndous burden on 
Tribes who will have 1.0 legally chalknge and opposc such projects with insufficient and limited 
resources; and 

WHEREAS, CRIT demands halting the usc of the fast-track process for renewable 
energy project approvals. and demands Bl.M both to abide by the federal laws currently in place 
to protect Tribal land$, sacred places. and cultur.ll resources and to consult meaningfully and in 
good faith with Tribal gov.:mments on a goverrlmcl1!·to·govcnllncnt basis regarding decisions 
rc!at~d to r~ncwabl~ energy projects on sncrcd and ctlltumllands of significance to Tribes; and 

WHEREAS. th,' Aha MacaI' Elders or CRIT r~,it:w~d_ appmwd. and sanction this 
resolution. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED. Ihat the NCAI calls upon BlM to conduct 
mcanimrful consultation with CRIT and other anCctcd Tribes. reverse the policy for and 
impk'T11~ntation of the fast-track approvals procl!SS lor rencwabk energy' project~. and abide by 
applicable federal law:; in order to preserve imd continue protecting CRiT and other Tribes 
sacred places and culturJI resources that are located on fcdernllallds managed by BLM: and 

BE IT FURTIIER RESOLVlm. that this resolution shalf he the poliey ofNCAI until it 
is withdrawn or modified by subsequent resolution. 

CERTIFICATION 

The foregoing resolution was adopted by the General A~scmbly at the lOl2 Mid-Year Session of 
the National Congress of American Indians. held at The Comhuskcr Hotel from lW1C 17-20.2012 
in Lincoln, Nebraska. with a quorum pres~nt. 

ATTEST: ~. 
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INTER 	TRIBAL COUNCIL~ 

of 

ARIZONA 

RESOLlJflON 0212 

...... OplWsing the l>epartJbeJrt 1M Intmor .·at-Tndt PoUdet of RClltwable Enel"1n' Projects 0111 
I'IU.fIQ.. . 	 AMettral R(}mdnud. 
lIN"" 

"YHEREAS. the II1lcr Tribal Council of Arimna (ITCA), is LlIl DfiIIniZlltion of 20 !ribsl 
govef"men~$ ill Arizona, provides, R fomm frrr Tribal gnvcrnmcnA~ to advocatc for 
nallOnal, ~iOll,,1 omd "J>"Cific Tribsl cono<:rn& IlJld 10 join iTt united ~tion to 
:tdu!es.~ t'll e.>e iuuer.; ~nd 

•c 	 WHF.RF..AS . the member TriOOa of the Inler Tno.u QJtIllcil ~f Arirona heve the: authority to act 
(0 further their c()lI~h-e in~ u soverelgn TriNI glYlcmmcrus; And 

mo, 

WHEREAS • 	 the Inter Tril>al Council of Arl7.ona hllB the ch:Irge 10 support and rq>rcRcnt 
particular member TribCll on nlaU= dired.ly affecting them upon their reqllcst; 
aDd 

WHEREAS, 	 the CclomdD River Indjsn Tribes (heretnafter ''CRIT'') is ~ reder.llfy rcoogni=l 
IOOj~n Tribe coo$jsting of membcfs of MohAve, Chemdrucvi.. NOMlj(1. and lIopi 
descent; nnd 

wifERKAS, 	 the AhD Macav or Mohave. poople ofYu.ulII'l\ ~t ~nJ Palsin Pre Historic Msn 
of the Colorndo River lndisn TnOes, bl!Ye C<illod the dcsms., mountain ... lIII<f Wllters 
of ArizIlna and Califumia tha~ mrrmmd the CtnTOll rese:r.,.ntion Innds th~ir home 
since time lmmernorlal and ~ Cbeme:huevi of Iho Colomdo River Jndiltn Tribc.-.lI 
lived oomadically upon the f3nd; and 

WHF:REAS, 	 the Dcparouent of rhe Interior (DOl), in pohiuit. of Ugreerl" energy. is iIutoorizing 
the developJnenl of utilily-9Cll.le sow and wind renewable tm:rgy projects, mRny of 
which Iml med on fedenIl IlInds managed by tho Bumr\l of Land Manogcme:rt 
(BLM);and ' 

WHEREAS, 	 over 40 proposed !<Ow IfllU wind renewable energy projoctsarc 10 be undenakc:n 
wjthin a 50-mile radius of tho Colontdo Ri,'l:r Indian Rc..crvatiorl, which pub tens 
of rhoosnnd5 of acres of land within tho IIrlCe!Ual territory homelands of CRIT, a-~ 
well 8S our (l(hCf' Yumm Tn'bes. <II further risk ofd.catnll.1icm; and 

WHIi.R£AS, 	 f:lLM, due 10 pm;!I1lTC from the cum:rJt u.s. Admini5traOOn, is rc,'icwlrtg and 
appro\'ing these proj~CIs on IlJl Hlbllrarily·lmpas<ld Iru;Hraci< procest: ltfld 

WHEREAS, BLM, as \II resull of its fast-tmclo: process, b.:Is failed «l rooduct me;minsful 
onnsul[ation witil Tribes. p!lrticull1liy with CRIT. ~n<I na~ tala:.n ~cti"n~ thl\l ,.jn\atc 
f~ jaw~ whk;h 'io::tude pr<''1i.;".<1!'\$ desiSJ'e<j to ~a;j TribGs' , .. C'~I place< 
lind cultural resources, such IS the: Nalional Hiitorlc Pre5cn'lItion Act. tbt: Natiortal 
Environmental Policy A~, the Adntinistrlltive Prooe<lures Acr, the Nativo 
Amen,on (frlIvCS Protection 2nd RCf1aIrilltion Act, ROO the Fcciaal Lane! Policy 
and M:t1Iagemeru Act; and 

WHERE.·..S, 	 BLM i. propo.mg tlti. fu·track pfOcc.... as lhe normal IIpprOI1II proa."'" in the "Solar 
Enetgy DeveloplllClll Prog:rem C<>t the Si.< iXJulbwC9t States." which dcs;gna~ "Solar 
Fnergy 7.l)n",," aero....ix states, many of whic.... if noI ,11. encoml"\S5 mere<! .ites arK1 
.,"'" th.t .re or c'Ultural .rn ,digious impOr1Jmee lO T ribc,; and 

WHEREAS, 	 these proje...'tB J~ destroying oW' cul!untl r<SQUtce.... desOC11lling nur s,'crn1 pt",x..,.. 
impaiTing ("lor ahihtiCi 10 PTat.:tlCC IloUf ;.;a.c-litional and rt:1iJ:.>lo·J! beHef~ end !>m-'cnng 001 

phr>ic.al "11<1 ~plritllaJ connttt.on. 10 land. thaI en: IUndoment.1 to ow ,'lun",,1 idc-mittcs; 
iUld 

WHEREAS, 	 conlim,mlion or DOl'. c\.ment poliel", n;,s p~ • 1r~()U,' burden on Tribes wh" 
will hoye to 1,,~P.lty ch.l1c:ni!" And "1'1'''''' "':>eh p"ioo" with ill",~lic,cnl .nd limited 
:-C:~Ul.:::n:C'5; .,nd 

WHl-:RKAS, 	 CRIT demand, tr..1t;njt the U!'C (If the iil~I·tra.ck prOC<N5 for renewr,hle ,,"crl\Y pmjcc\ 
opprov~ls, ."d ddlllUld~ HLM both to abide hy the f«icrll IA"'" cu~rcnlly in pi""", 10 

protect T.rib31 land$. .acral place.. and culluml I'¢>~un;c.' ",ld to coIL",11 tnc;).nitlgfully 
nnd ill gO<ld f.ith with Tribal t.'O~lIs vn 0. It,wernmcnI4C>-IjO,crnmcnt MSi> 
~rdinJ;: dec;.;....... relntod [0 renewable CflCftlY project, 1m ""crod llnd cuttlJ.l101 :.nd, of 
,ignili=1ce to Tribes: and 

"''lU:RF:As., 	 The Ah~ Ma<':<Iv l11dCr!l (1f CRIT revi~w<xl. nj>proved. anJ sa"cti~n this ""$"lu1io". 

NOW THEREJ'ORE Ill!: IT Rl!:SOLVlill, the Member Tribes of the Inlcr 1'rioo! Cuuncil of Ali~{,na. 
call~ upon BLM to conduct meanin£ful consultation willi CRIT a ... l orber "rrecle..i Tribe." reverse 
the policy Ibr eruI impl=c:ntation of the fO@~r&c;k "WI'lWuls pro.:css for renewable energy 
proj"c1~, ~Ild .. bide by appli-.:llble fcd=llaws in oTd".. [0 p<c8e,vc Ilnd CO,lIlUllC "roto::ting CRIT 
;md other Tribes' mcrcd pl&ccs and ellltufal resourc.:; thlll are locotcd on li:dcrnl IRndS m'!l~ged 
b)'HL!\.t. 

CF.RTll"lCATlON 

The foregoing resolution was prcsa.tcd eruI duly adopted ~t a nu:cting of the Inter Trihn\ Council of 
Aro.orw. 0" JUDe 29, 2812, where a quorum was preien1.. 

$f61u~)~-
Prc:rldCll1, \mer Tribal Counco "r Arrronn 
VlCc·Chainnan, I'ott Mojrn'c Tribe 
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