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United States Department of the Interior Bureau of Land Management
Scenic Quality Field Inventory

Date
8/23/05

District
California Desert

Field Office
Palm Springs

Scenic Quality Rating Unit
12

Viewpoint
18 : Chuckwalla Valley Rd.

Evaluator(s)
Michael Clayton

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER

LANDFORM / WATER VEGETATION STRUCTURES

Irregular distribution of low growing Linear and complex for

€ Flat vallev floor grasses and shrubs. Coverage transmission line towers and h-

2 y ' appearing more consistent at frame structures. Linear for |-
distance. 10 (in distance).
Irregular for mdrv_rdual shrubs. Vertical, horizontal, and

) . Horizontal as defined by the valley : .

£ Horizontal for the valley floor. floor. Diagonal as demarcated b diagonal for lattice and h-frame

: g y structures, horizontal for I-10.

access road.

% Light-tan soils. Tan to pale-yellow grasses with Gray to brown.

o tanish-gray to green shrubs.

o o : .

*;3< Soils in the immediate foreground Medium grain to matte. Smooth

13 appear granular.

Narrative: SQRU 12 encompasses the central-eastern portion of Chuckwalla Valley in the vicinity of the exiting
transmission lines on both the north and south side of I-10. The landform of the valley floor is flat and non-descript with grass
and low-growing shrubs of subdued color. Though distant mountain ranges (McCoy Mountains to the north and Chuckwalla
Mountains to the south) provide limited backdrops of visual interest (not part of this unit), SQRU 12 is primarily influenced by the
dominant presence of existing utility infrastructure and Interstate 10.

Score

High Medium Low Explanation or Rationale SCENIC QUALITY
a. Landform 1 Chuckwalla Valley Floor CLASSIFICATION
b. Vegetation 1
c. Water 0 [ 1A 19 or more
d. Color 2
e. Adjacent Scenery 2 Distant McCoy and Chuckwalla []B 12-18

Mountains
f. Scarcity 1
g. Cultural Modifications -4 Transmission Lines and 1-10 DI C 1lorless
TOTALS 0 4 -1 3
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United States Department of the Interior Bureau of Land Management

Scenic Quality Field Inventory

Date

| r_"

8/23/05

District 8
California Desert :

Field Office

Palm Springs

Scenic Quality Rating Unit
12

Viewpoint
19 : Mule Mtns. Access Rd.

Evaluator(s)

Michael Clayton

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER

LANDFORM / WATER VEGETATION STRUCTURES

Irregular distribution of low growing

€ Flat mesa and vallev floor grasses and shrubs. Coverage Linear and complex for

2 y ' appearing more consistent at transmission line towers.
distance.

@ | Horizontal for the mesa/valley Iregular for individual shrubs. Vertical, horizontal, and

I | floor Horizontal as defined by the diagonal for lattice structures

‘ mesa/valley floor. '

IS . . Tan to pale-yellow grasses with

8 Light-tan soils. tanish-gray to green shrubs. Gray.

(O]

5 | Soils in the immediate foreground . :

é appear granular, Medium grain to matte. Smooth

Narrative: Viewpoint 19 is located on Palo Verde Mesa at the eastern end of SQRU 12. Viewing to the west toward

Chuckwalla Valley, the landform is flat with relatively non-descript vegetation of subtle hues of yellow and green.

Though

distant mountain ranges (McCoy Mountains to the north, Chuckwalla Mountains to the southwest, Mule Mountains to the south)
provide backdrops of visual interest (not part of this unit), SQRU 12 is primarily influenced by the dominant presence of existing

utility infrastructure.

SCENIC QUALITY

CLASSIFICATION

[ ] A 19 or more

[1B 12-18

Xl C 11orless

Score
High Medium Low Explanation or Rationale
a Landform 1 Palo Verde Mesa / Chuckwalla
) Valley Floor
b. Vegetation 1
c. Water 0
d. Color 2
e Adiacent Scener 3 McCoy, Chuckwalla, and Mule
) J Y Mountains
f. Scarcity 1
| g. Cultural Modifications -3 Transmission Line
TOTALS 0 5 0 5
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United States Department of the Interior Bureau of Land Management
Visual Resource Management (VRM) Classification

Date Evaluator(s)
October 13, 2005 Michael Clayton
District Field Office
California Desert Palm Springs
Scenic Quality Rating Unit (SQRU) | Viewpoint VRM Class
12 19 : Mule Mtns. Access Road I
Visual Sensitivity Levels
High Medium Low
Special Areas I I I I I I I
A 1] I I Il I I I
. . *
Scenic Quality B| e I I v v v
3 1 B W, IV Y, v v
f/m b s/s f/m b s/s s/s
Distance Zones

* Note: If adjacent area is Class Il or lower, assign Class lll, if higher assign Class IV
Basis for Determining Visual Resource Inventory Classes

Class I. Class | is assigned to all special areas where the current management situations
require maintaining a natural environment essentially unaltered by man.

Classes I, lll, and IV. These classes are assigned based on combinations of scenic quality,
sensitivity levels, and distance zones as shown in the matrix above.




Devers-Palo Verde No. 2 Transmission Line Project

D.3 VISUAL RESOURCES
e

e
" ra'ﬂ 4 7] f =

L 4

Palen/McCoy

BLM Lands not inventoried
for VRM Classiﬁc'ﬁ

LA,

Chuckwalla Mountains

BLM Lands not inventoried
for VRnIassiﬁcation

Palo Verde Mountains

20 OWNERSHIP/JURISDICTIONS (unincorporated areas) VRM Classes TDevers_- P?Io Y_?rdePNo.' 2

. /\BQroposed Project BLM [ WidemessAreas A Substations B Class! ransmission Line Project
a Mileposts Indian Lands |
r o |_____| Incorporated Areas * Series Capacitor £ - Classll .
P /\/ Alternative Routes y <+« Classll Flgure D.3-1C
4 Environmental Group Q - National Park Service B Construction Yard - Class IV Vi IR
a isua esources

0 10 [ state o

. V¥ Communications Site Key Viewpoint Location i
e \ 5. [0 Private ‘9 e AV aimins Colorado River to Desert Center
May 2006 D.3-11 Draft EIR/EIS



Form 400-4

tzpembes (9551 UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

VISUAL CONTRAST RATING WORKSHEET

Date & - é - 04

i S gt - Sk Cenat
B g Wa_ - Folon
Agiwi; (progEE)

SECTION A. PROJECT INFORMATION

i Pro;e-:t Name , E | %

4. Location

2 Ke  Observation Point |
m&nﬂmmm
3. VRM Cla

J-

Sectiol -l

|24, 1,2,%.4-

5. Location Sketch
G Sy ,
Range Im 6“"%

N&H

SECTION B. CHARACTERISTIC LANDSCAPE DESCRIPTION

1. LAND/WATER

2. VEGETATION 3, STRUCTURES

FORM

-Fla’c d&eﬁ’ qum Wt

e waley cvest

scafred ndwdil. Kone

bush soub—

LINE

HL i’lﬁ\

pownde

A

individusl

Nows_

COLOR

lgﬁtm W““:g:f slave gazen slvubt Nirme

FA L pamuntrmoud
St M{-Plam

TEX-
TURE

Aotk

Nene

SECTION C. PROPOSED ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION

1. LAND/WATER

2. VEGETATION 3. STRUCTURES

flat hoigentel

FORM

oh%z, 4l Ao Qaéml wmwu

LINE

hoﬁfguhﬂ_

Lo (/M«%PM—MK ”U“Z(g'\-',"lt-ﬂ_.

Ao Choral o
Azen Frndi<OP |

. | COLOR

-ﬁnrm

P I

1 Akar o gy

TEX
TURE

no
420

F’T” Swiorthe

SECTION D. CONTRAST RATING

O SHORT TERM [ LONG TERM

L FEATURES

LAND/WATER
DEGREE BODY VEGETATIO!

N

STRUCTURES

(3)

2. Does project design meet visual resource
management objectives? E\Yes O No
(Explain on reverse side)

OF () (2)
CONTRAST

Strong
Muoderate
None
Strong
Muoderate
Weak

Strong

Muoderate

Weak
Nuone

3. Additional mitigating measures recommended

O Yes K No (Explain on reverse side)

Form

( ( Weak

Line

(Color

ELEMENTS

i

Texture

((<( MNone

ANAYAS

Evaluator’s Names Date

{20 Andersm_ & -b-1

Figure 5.10-20. KOP-1 Contrast Rating Worksheet
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Form sa(0-4
(September 19%5) UNITED STATES Date & - é - dq
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT aﬁ;cl %rl‘ 4 - &"U"h : t
VISUAL CONTRAST RATING WORKSHEET gjsnurte Ema LnE _ E z
Activi

(progpam)

SECTION A. PROJECT INFORMATION

1. PmJecl Name, 4. Location 5. Location Sketch %n <
WMEHUIW o o Sl \mwm.'
. Key Observation Point {2 | &ﬁ_‘jﬁ f._%&
Range .
3. VRM YClass ol
:ﬂr- 24} [': Z, 2 ) 4
SECTION B. CHARACTERISTIC LANDSCAPE DESCRIPTION
1. LAND/WATER 2. VEGETATION 3. STRUCTURES

Wi cafwred ndwdipl.
F[?’IE ﬁge?’ qum cvers bbwh suul:i' b

hw O&T&M{’P%m Tmﬁ ndividusl ..

. }gﬁ{pm mwn;'?::«: slwe green slvwbt NS
g| Ptk powiamenl | ilp, 4, Nene

" SECTION C. PROPOSED ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION
1. LAND/WATER 2. VEGETATION 3. STRUCTURES

Hlat hm‘gwkﬂ- Y oh%zl; ézL,AaM ﬁvrl;ﬂ\hl 90{M+wnjhd..
hens EMH.L o 0%4?&% hm;gm-!-u-ﬂ_.
A oy i
At i iy | ot

FORM

LINE

COLOR

éi
T
5
s

FORM

LINE

COLOR

w
B
ES
SECTION D. CONTRAST RATING [] SHORT TERM [ LONG TERM
L FEATURES 2. Does project design meet visual resource
LAND/WATER e .
DEGREE BODY VEGETATION SRS manag_cmenl nbjccuv.cs'? &Yes O ~No
o @ @ (Explain on reverse side)
OF
CONTRAST 3. Additional mitigating measures recommended
3 el E O Yes No (Explain on reverse side)
Pl E | = = g - E‘ z a8
ElE|Ele|E(2 B 2lE|2|8]¢8
Z|lz=lz|z|la|2|2|z|#]|2]|2]|= o >
) e 7 = 7 's Names ate
|5 AR de & -b-0
é Caolor V’ \/ ‘/ BUK_‘
= | Texture v V’

Figure 5.10-21. KOP-2 Contrast Rating Worksheet
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Form ka0d-4
{September 19%5) UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Date &—é ..dﬂ‘

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT %ﬁ” m &w(,h Crast

VISUAL CONTRAST RATING WORKSHEET ource Area g

A%; vii: (pngZi

SECTION A. PROJECT INFORMATION

1. Project Name, f
@M&Enﬂg%&fct
2. Key Obscrvation Point 5

Sy

3. VRM Clas

4. Location 5. Location Sketch_% <

Township g 9“4‘1 wj —_
Range | E Fmd f-._.ﬁ\] &
ScctlonAﬁ_'_l_L_B_ls I" [a)

J

24,1,2,3,4

SECTION B. CHARACTERISTIC LANDSCAPE DESCRIPTION

1. LAND/WATER 2. VEGETATION 3. STRUCTURES
z Wi scafred ndwdipl
z ‘ﬂ?n{r:: ﬁ}:e?& th cvesiste bush soub- L.

COLOR

ﬁgﬁf ““‘““f,f'&'h‘: plwe grzan alowabt Nire

TIEX-

7| smordi Auepf-plan

= | Jel L paoumtrm ol il Bt

None

" SECTION C. PROPOSED ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION

1. LAND/WATER 2. VEGETATION 3. STRUCTURES
z [Flat hongenfal o ah doon | orxental Selvr-Hroughe
£ £ p 2 Qﬁé Npots
g N o Wﬂn& haess
| o Al
x MM oA T aA fotn _,&5  tan
s | pcen A <OP 2 | Gamn e 2
e W Al e %M—)
£2| Aoen KOP 3 | danBomidr & | oMot
SECTION D. CONTRAST RATING [J SHORT TERM [ LONG TERM
L - FEATURES 2. Does project design meet visual resource
DEGREE LM\:{;W:}#TER VEGETATION | STRUCTURES management objectives? Yes [J No
OF o @ i @ (Explain on reverse side)
CONTRAST 3. Additional mitigating measures recommended
3 o3 ] O Yes K.\'a (Explain on reverse side)
HHEHHEEHHEEE
Zlzlz|2|5|2|3[2]|2]|2]|3]|2 = s
o 7 v w, Evaluator’s Names Date
Z ILine v V" V - s
2 [oor v v 4l Andprse & &-¢r]
= |Texture V v

Figure 5.10-22. KOP-3 Contrast Rating Worksheet
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