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Notes on PA from Meeting with BLM on April 23, 2010 

The PA will describe the process for BLM to follow to identify historic properties within 

the APE and to resolve adverse effects to historic properties from the proposed project. 

The PA is not a decision document. It is required regardless of the decision to approve or 

not approve the project. Participation in the PA process as a consulting party does not 

imply consent/approval of the project. The PA must be signed prior to the ROD. 

Signatory Parties: 

Lead = BLM 

SHPO 

ACHP (so far has declined, reserves right to join process later) 

CPUC 

First Solar 

Invited Concurring Parties: 

Indian Tribes (26)
 
California Union for Reliable Energy (CURE)
 
National Trust for Historic Preservation
 
Sacred Lands Institute (?)
 
And potential others that submit written request to BLM (will be considered by
 
BLM in consultation w/ SHPO and ACHP) 

PA will document: 

The process for activities to proceed in areas where no historic properties exist 

The process for the phased completion of field investigations for the evaluation of 

resources and assessment of effects 

The procedure to resolve adverse effects 

Coordination between the CEQA process and Section 106 compliance 

Procedure for inadvertent discoveries 

Process for treating human remains 

Compliance monitoring 

Dispute resolution 

Tribal participation 

PA will include as Appendices (among others): 

HPTP/Mitigation Plan 

Discovery Plan 

Process for PA development 

BLM will provide ECORP with a template w/ initial language (based on recent 

similar projects) 

ECORP will tailor PA for Desert Sunlight in coordination with First Solar 

BLM will review and comment; ECORP to revise as needed 

Initial Draft to all consulting parties--30 days for review and comment 

Use electronic delivery of draft versions to expedite review and conference calls 

with all signatories as needed. Schedule in-person meetings only if necessary 



Other Comments: 

Rolla Queen (BLM): The PA will allow work to proceed in a phased approach to clear 

areas where there are no historic properties so work can begin there while we deal with 

areas that contain historic properties that would have adverse effects. This allows 

flexibility. 

Locations of archaeological sites and sacred sites will not be identified in the EIS. The 

document will only state that they occur in the area. The EIS will give enough 

information to the public to evaluate impacts of the alternatives, but protect sensitive 

resources. 

Treatment of adverse effects will not be limited to excavation. It may include research 

and documentation, and use or creation of historic contexts (esp. of landscape features 

like DTC and prehistoric trails). DTC is best handled through a historic context. The 

artifacts and features are limited in their informational potential, but they have associative 

significance. 

Only need to sign PA prior to ROD. PA can be implemented after ROD. 

Dwight Dutschke (SHPO): Agrees with phased approach. 

Chris Dalu (BLM): First Solar should work with its consultants to identify areas where 

work can proceed—areas that are clear of CR, bio, and other issues. Notices to Proceed 

(NTP) will be issued by BLM for specific portions of the APE. BLM regulations state 

that they can issue NTPs in stages for a project. 

Chris agrees that DTC research will be far more valuable than field work. Sources 

include aerial photographs and the National Archives, among other available 

publications, maps, and reports. 
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