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Figure 1-1
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Figure 2-1
 
Project Location 

SOURCE: ESRI, 2011
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SOURCE: Worley Parsons Figure 2-3 

Solar Plant 
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Typical Tracking Photovoltaic Array Photograph 
 
 
 

 
Typical Fixed Tilt Ground Mount Photovoltaic Array  
 

Figure 2-4
Solar Array Technology
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SOURCE: Worley Parsons
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Figure 2-5
Power Block Layout
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Figure 2-6
Power Conversion Station
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SOURCE: Worley Parsons
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Figure 2-7
 Typical O&M Station and Substation
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Figure 2-8
Typical Elevation Details
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SOURCE: Campbell Scientific
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Figure 2-9
Typical Meteorological Station

A-12



SOURCE: ESA, 2009
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Figure 2-10
 Gen-Tie Line Stringing Activities
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Figure 3.4-4 
Potential Couch's Spadefoot

Toad Breeding Locations 

SOURCE: NextEra, 2011 and 2012; BLM, 2002
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Figure 3.4-5

Burrowing Owl Habitat 

SOURCE: NextEra, 2011 and 2012; BLM, 2002 
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Figure 3.4-7 

Bighorn Sheep WHMA and Multi Species WHMA 

SOURCE: NextEra, 2011 and 2012; BLM, 2002 
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Figure 3.7-2

Regional Soils 

SOURCE: NextEra, 2011 and 2012; Tetra Tech, 2011 
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Figure 3.9-1 

Blythe Airport Compatibility Zones 

SOURCE: NextEra, 2011 and 2012; Riverside County, 2011 
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Figure 3.13-1 
Paleontological Resource Potential 

SOURCE: USGS, 2006; SWCA, 2011; NextEra, 2011 and 2012
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Figure 3.14-1
Special Designations within the Project Vicinity
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Figure 3.14-2
NECO Plan Route Designation 

within the Project Area 

SOURCE: NextEra, 2011 and 2012
	

A-31



A
-32



lv d

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15th Ave

Ke
im

 B
lv

d

 

20th Ave

 

Seeley Ave

R
anne ll

Nichols Rd

an
ne

lls
 B

lv
d

18th Ave

 

 

Seeley Ave

 

18th Ave

 St

    

 
 

 

   

    

    

    

    

   

 

     

   

 
  

  

    
 

         
      

M
c

C
o

y 
M

o
u

n
t

a
i n

s 

§̈¦10 

M
eg

in
 D

r 

Solar 
Un it 1

Solar 
Un it 2 

Gas Line
Rd 

Palen/McCoy 
Wilderness Area 

6th Ave 

B
uc

k 
B

lv
d 

8th Ave 

7th Ave 

9th Ave D
av

e 
S

t 

B lack Rock Rd 

10th Ave 

s B
 

R
 

5th Ave 

K
ei

m
 B

lv
d 

M
es

a 
D

r 

R
an

ne
lls

 B
lv

d 

0 1 

Miles 

Project Components 
Access Road 

Distribution Line 

Alternative 1 Gentie Line 

Alternative 3 Central Gentie Line 

Alternative 3 Western Gentie Line 

Switchyard

BLM ROW Grant Application Boundary 

Proposed Project Solar Array Boundary 

SCE's Colorado River Substation 

Wilderness Area 

Solar Energy Zone (See Note 1)

Lands with Wilderness Characteristics 

Wilderness Inventory 
WIU # 325-1 

WIU # 325B 

McCoy Solar Energy Project . 211516 
Figure 3.18-1 

Lands with Wilderness Characteristics 

SOURCE: NextEra, 2011 and 2012; BLM, 2011 

Note 1: Prepared for the Supplement to the 
Draft Programmatic EIS for Solar Energy Development 
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Figure 3.19-1a
Landscape Context Photographs
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Figure 3.19-1b
Built Environment Context Photographs

A
-35



      
     

     
      

  

 

   
 

    

 

 

   

    

    

   

  

 

 
   

 

   

  

 
  

 
  

         
         

    

    
 

  
   

  

³ 

³ ³ 

³ 

³ 

³ 

³ 

³ 

³ ³ 

³ 

³ 

³ 

³ 

!
 

!

! 

! 

! 

! 

! 

Low hills partially screen the MSEP solar site
from views from I-10 and Hobsonway 

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
 

The mesa bluffs screens the 
MSEP site from views from the 
Palo Verde Valley 

Midland LTVA 

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! 

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
 

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! 

§̈¦10 

5 

3 

2 

1 

76 

4 
Big Maria Mountains Wilderness 

P
al

en
/M

cC
oy

 W
ild

er
ne

ss
 

0 2 

Miles 

Project Components 

Access Road 

Distribution Line 

Alternative 1 Gen-tie Line 

Alternative 3 Central Gen-tie Line 

Alternative 3 Western Gen-tie Line 

Switchyard

BLM ROW Grant Application Boundary 

Proposed Project Solar Array Boundary 

SCE's Colorado River Substation 

! 
Key Observation Points
and Field of View 

County-Eligible Scenic Highway 

BLM Long Term Visitor Area 

Designated Wilderness Area 

Project Viewshed
High Viewing Angle 

Low Viewing Angle 

The project's viewshed is a GIS calculation based on topography 
only and does not consider intervening structures, vegetation or 
distance to the project site. 

Solar 
Un it 1

Solar 
Un it 2 

McCoy Solar Energy Project . 211516
 

Figure 3.19-2 
Project Visibility and Location of
Key Observation Points (KOPs) 

SOURCE: NextEra, 2011 and 2012, ESA, 2011
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Figure 3.19-3 
Visual Resources Inventory Classes 

SOURCE: Otak, 2011; Argonne National Laboratory, 2011; NextEra, 2011 and 2012
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Cumulative Projects Scenario

SOURCE: Riverside County, 2011; BLM, 2011; City of Blythe, 2011
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Figure 4.3-1 

Cumulative Analysis Area for Effects on 
Vegetation Communities and Jurisdictional Resources 
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Figure 4.4-1 
Cumulative Study Area for Desert Tortoise 

(the Eastern Colorado Recovery Unit) 

SOURCE: Riverside County, 2011; BLM, 2011; City of Blythe, 2011:USFWS; NextEra, 2011 and 2012
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Figure 4.5-1 

Area of Potential Effects (APE) 

SOURCE: NextEra, 2011 and 2012 
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Figure 4.19-1a
KOP 1, West View of the Project Site from the
Fairway Villas Golf Community, Existing View
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Figure 4.19-1b
KOP 1, West View of the Project Site from the

Fairway Villas Golf Community, Simulated  View
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Figure 4.19-2a
KOP 2, Southwest View of the Project Site

from the Midland LTVA, Existing View
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Figure 4.19-2b
KOP 2, Southwest View of the Project Site

from the Midland LTVA, Simulated View
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Figure 4.19-3a
KOP 3, Southwest View of the Project Site from

the Foot of the Big Maria Mountains, Existing View
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Figure 4.19-3b
KOP 3, Southwest View of the Project Site from

the Foot of the Big Maria Mountains, Simulated View
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Figure 4.19-4a
KOP 4, South View of the Project Site from BLM Kiosk

at Midland and Arlington Mine Road, Existing View
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Figure 4.19-4b
KOP 4, South View of the Project Site from BLM Kiosk at

Midland and Arlington Mine Road, Simulated View
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Figure 4.19-5a
KOP 5, South-Southwest View of the Project Site from

Open OHV Route No. 661085, Existing View
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Figure 4.19-5b
KOP 5, South-Southwest View of the Project Site

from Open OHV Route No. 661085, Simulated View
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Figure 4.19-6a
KOP 6, East View of Project Gen-Tie Line

from Eastbound I-10, Existing View
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Figure 4.19-6b
KOP 6, East View of Project Gen-Tie Line

from Eastbound I-10, Simulated View
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Figure 4.19-7a
KOP 7, West View of Project Gen-Tie Line

from Westbound I-10, Existing View
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Figure 4.19-7b
KOP 7, West View of Project Gen-Tie Line

from Westbound I-10, Simulated View

A-57



A-58



A-59



A-60



A
-61



A
-62



A
-63



A
-64



    

 
 

 

   

    

    

    

    

   

    

    

      

    

    

    
 

   
 

0 4 

Miles 

Project Components 
Access Road 

Distribution Line 

Alternative 1 Gentie Line 

Alternative 3 Central Gentie Line 

Alternative 3 Western Gentie Line 

Switchyard

BLM ROW Grant Application Boundary 

Proposed Project Solar Array Boundary 

SCE's Colorado River Substation 

^ Proposed MSEP Water Supply Well 

E Well in USGS NWIS Database 

Predicted Cumulative Impact - End of Operation 

Palo Verde Mesa Groundwater Basin 

Palo Verde Valley Groundwater Basin 

McCoy Solar Energy Project . 211516
 

Figure 4.20-8 
Cumulative Impacts Assessment 

Predicted Drawdown 2043
 

SOURCE: AECOM, 2011; DWR, 2010; NextEra, 2011 and 2012
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