SANTA ROSA AND SAN JACI NTO MOUNTAI NS NATI ONAL MONUMENT

MONUMENT ADVI SORY COMM TTEE

REPORTER' S TRANSCRI PT OF ORAL PROCEEDI NGS

LOCATI ON: County of Riverside
Permt Assistance Center
Second Fl oor Conference Room
38686 EI Cerrito Road
Pal m Desert, CA 92211

DATE AND TI ME: Monday, September 19, 2011
3:03 pom to 5:39 p.m

REPORTED BY: DI ANE CARVER MANN, CSR
CSR NO. 6008

JOB NO. : 70428DM



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

APPEARANCES

MEMBERS OF THE COMM TTEE PRESENT:

BOB BROCKMAN, CHAI RPERSON - City of Rancho M rage
JEFF MORGAN, VICE CHAIR - Conservation organization
JEFF WATTENBARGER - Local buil der organization

BOB LYMAN - County of Riverside

RON KRUEPER - Department of Parks and Recreation

AL MUTH - Regional college or university

RUTH WATLI NG - Pinyon Community Council

MARK WEBER - City of La Quinta

LAURI E ROSENTHAL - District Ranger, San Jaci nto Ranger

District
JIM FOOTE - Monunment Manager, Designated Feder al
Official
JOHN KALI SH - Field Manager, Palm Springs-South Coast
Field Office
JOHN LADLEY - Recreation Officer, San Jacinto Ranger
District
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PALM DESERT, CALI FORNI A MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 19,

2011

P-R-O-C-E-E-D-1-N-G S

-000-

CHAI RPERSON BROCKMAN:

going to cal

We're going to just

the meeting to order.

Okay. We're

We have a quorum

do introductions as opposed to

roll call.

MR. FOQOTE: Yes. Jeff, why don't you
start.

MR. WATTENBARGER: Jeff Wattenbarger.
|"ma |l ocal building contractor. s that all you
need?

CHAI RPERSON BROCKMAN: That's good.

MR. LYMAN: Bob Lyman, County of
Ri versi de

MR. MORGAN: Jeff Morgan. I'"'mwith the
Sierra Club.

MR. FOOTE: Jim Foote, designated
official, BLM

CHAI RPERSON BROCKMAN: Bob Brockman,
City of Rancho M rage.

MS. ROSENTHAL:

| " m representing the Forest

G LLESPI E REPORTI NG & DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT,
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and myself as well. l"ma district ranger at the
San Jacinto District up in Idyllwld.

MR. KALI SH: John Kalish field manager
with the BLM here in Palm Springs just representing
mysel f.

MS. WATLING: We can fix that.

MR. KRUEPER: Ron Krueper, California
St ate ParKks.

MR. MUTH: Al Muth, regional college or
uni versity.

MR. WATTENBARGER: WO w.

MS. WATLI NG: Rut h Watling, Pinyon
Communi ty Counci .

CHAI RPERSON BROCKMAN: Quorum i s
achi eved.

MR. FOQOTE: Yes, it is.

CHAlI RPERSON BROCKMAN: So at this point
we would Iike to review the m nutes from our
March 7th, 2011 meeting. We have them here, but they
were also --

MR. FOOTE: They were online.

CHAI RPERSON BROCKMAN: They were online,
so that's where most of us have | ooked at it. And do
| hear a motion to approve the m nutes?

MR. MORGAN: | make a nmoti on.
G LLESPI E REPORTI NG & DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT, | NC.
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MS. WATLI NG: Second.

CHAI RPERSON BROCKMAN: Moved,
Al'l those in favor?

(Voice vote was taken.)

CHAI RPERSON BROCKMAN: M nut es
approved.

Okay. Now on to the report secti

seconde

are

on. We

have status of the next Charter and Byl aws and

d.

composition of the MAC and nom nati ons and vacanci es.

Jim
MR. FOOTE: Thank you, Bob. I
packets you'll find a little interesting his

reference to the agenda fromthe very first

n your
torical

MAC

meeting in 2002. And if you look at the second sheet,

whi ch shows the cover page for the m nutes, on the
inside I've highlighted in yellow those that are st
with us and were at that meeting in 2002.
Interestingly there's quite a number that are still
with us.

MR. WATTENBARGER: How far down the
stack?

CHAI RPERSON BROCKMAN: Not very far.

MR. FOQOTE: Everyt hing should be in
order. And | just thought it would be of interest

for

folks to | ook at the very first agenda. You can see

G LLESPI E REPORTI NG & DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT,
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t hat meetings were all day back at that point

and

again who was with us at that time. That's just for

poi nt of interest.

MR. MORGAN: Buford is no | onger a part
of wus.

MR. FOOTE: Officially he is.

MR. MORGAN: He is?

MR. FOQOTE: Yes.

MR. KALISH: One little notation here is
that, if you | ook down, you'll see Jim Kenna's nane as
the BLM field manager. Well, as of a week ago,

Jim Kenna is now the BLM state director here in
California. So he was here, and now he's a state
director.

MR. WATTENBARGER: |l s that your fate?
You're nmoving up to the state next?

MR. KALI SH: | don't think I have enough

years left, so the answer is no.

MR. MORGAN: You have to go many ot her

pl aces.

MR. KALISH: That's right.

MR. FOOTE: Going through the packet,

the next sheet is just a brief rem nder of what

constitutes a quorumwi th the Monument Advi sory

Comm ttee. As you recall fromthe origina

G LLESPI E REPORTI NG & DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT,
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| egi slation, a quorum required eight menbers to be
present, and that was changed in 2009 for the Omi bus
Public Act of 2009 to a majority of appointed, so
that's why today, where we have seven nmembers with us,
we have a quorum Under the old rules we would not
have had a quorum

Moving on to the status of the Charter and
Byl aws, we're still good on that. The Charter was
approved and entered into the record in the very end
of 2010. So we have a little time to go. Probabl y
about another year | will have to resubmt the request
to recharter this group, along with the Bylaws, and
that will be forthcom ng before too much | onger. | t
does take probably about a half of a year to get that
t hrough the process, so | would anticipate by the
m ddl e of next year | would start that process moving
forward.

The next sheet in your packet shows the
current conmposition of Monument Advisory Commttee.
As you can see, there are ten positions, five primary
and five alternate, that will expire this year at the
end of this year. W have sent out the call for
nom nati ons. I n your packet also is the Federal
Regi ster notice calling for those nom nations. The
deadline for submtting applications expires on

G LLESPI E REPORTI NG & DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT, | NC.
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September 29th, so that's only in a couple of weeks.
And it's, again, for those positions: Rancho M rage,
Pal m Desert, Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians,
representative of the Pinyon Conmmunity Council and the
regional college or university with expertise in
natural science and research.

Al has indicated this is his |ast nmeeting.
So we've certainly appreciated his service all these
years. And you recall from the sheet back in 2002, Al
was here on the very first meeting and has been here
all al ong.

MR. MUTH: It's been menorable, Jim

MR. FOOTE: That's nicely put. It's
been menor abl e.

MR. WATTENBARGER: A question, Jim So
are each one of the principals and primaries notified
personally, or do they have to read this Federal
what ever ?

MR. FOQOTE: In the e-mails | sent out,
which include all the menbers, including all the
appoi nteds, |I've identified on a couple of occasions
now that need to submt applications that desire to
continue in the position or help recruit other
i ndividuals that may be interested to fill those
positions.
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MR. MORGAN: | have a question. When |
expire, or whatever it is, in 2013 and we don't have
an alternate for the organization, at what point can
we ask someone to apply for that alternate position?

MR. FOOTE: Only when we go up for cal
of nom nation. I nterestingly this year there was a
real push for alternates to be three years in |length
as opposed to an abbreviated term which in the past
every time we had put out a call for nom nations, we'
identify every vacant position. And | think over the
years we've never had anybody apply fromthe
conservation community for the alternate.

So this year in keeping with the
three-year-termidea, we're only going to advertise
for those ten positions, the primary alternates that

expire or that have an upcom ng expiration. The next

group, as you see, will be those expiring July 21st,
2012. | would anticipate sometime later this fall
that we'll get that nom nation process moving calling

for nom nations in the publication of the Federal
Regi st er. And so it won't be a while until we
actually get down to the third rotation.

But really that is not only driven by the
need and desire at the departmental |evel. It's for

t hree-year appointments as opposed to abbrevi ated

G LLESPI E REPORTI NG & DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT, | NC.
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ones. It's really a reflection of the response we've
had to calling for nom nations for everyone. W just
have not had nuch success in getting many folks to
apply for some of the positions that are out for
rotation.

In fact one of the interesting
circumstances a while back, when it took 14 nmonths
fromthe call for nom nations going out for the
appoi ntment, that a couple of those positions we had
originally called for had expired before appoi ntnments
were ever made. So that's the kind of thing we want
to certainly clear away from and |I don't think it's

fair to menbers to be appointed for something that's

of very short duration, |ike a year, given our meeting

schedul e, when we've had one or two meetings a year

MR. WATTENBARGER: A questi on. Excuse
my ignorance. You say there's ten. s that by the
what ever formed the Monument, there's ten permanent
positions or ten permanent representatives?

MR. FOOTE: No. There's 15 primary
representatives.

MR. WATTENBARGER: Okay. That's what
| "' m seeing on this sheet here.

MR. FOQOTE: Correct. Then in 2009 the

Charter was amended to give us the ability to appoint

G LLESPI E REPORTI NG & DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT, | NC. ——
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alternates, and so that one sheet that you is a see on

t he attendance record, you'll note there's a gray band

t hrough there when you get down between March and

Sept ember of 2009. And you'll see a row that

says

P.A., P.A, P.A. marking positions. The September,

2009 neeting was the first time that alternates could

officially represent that interest.

VMR. WATTENBARGER: So the seven that

noted of the people that are here as primaries, we

have to have seven of those for a quorum?

MR. FOQOTE: For a quorum  \here it

maj ority of the appointed, we | ook at the majority of

t he appointed interests represented. If there's 15

interests represented, right now we have 11 of those

i nterests represented by either a primary or

alternate, and so a majority of the 11 requires six

members to be present.

MR. WATTENBARGER: Okay. Thank you.

MR. FOQOTE: Okay. And | think

| did

cover the call for nom nations, upcom ng vacanci es.

Agai n Septenmber 29 is the deadline that those nmust be

subm tted by. One of the sheets in your packet is

you

says

somet hi ng you' ve seen before, and it shows the process

for Charter renewal and menmber nom nati ons.

| ook at the expiration date then go back from that,

G LLESPI E REPORTI NG & DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT,
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t akes about 240 days in advance to get the call for
nom nations. Going on, on the reverse side it's a
fl owchart that shows you how these application
packages go through the agency and the department.
You've al so seen that one before as well.

Okay. | think that takes care of the
status of the MAC Charter and Byl aws, the MAC
conposition, call for nom nations. Are there any
gquestions?

MR. WEBER: | apol ogize for being tardy.
Mar k Weber, City of La Quinta.

MR. FOQOTE: Hi, Mark. Welcone.

MR. WEBER: | was multitasking today,
and | didn't want to come straight off of a golf
course stinking for you guys, so | tried to go home
and take a shower real quick. So that's ny story, and
|"m sticking to it.

MS. WATLING: Jim question. MWhat is
si mul taneous surnam ng?

MR. FOOTE: That's on one of your
sheets.

MR. MUTH: Sounds |ike there ought to be
a |l aw against it.

MS. WATLI NG: It's the one with the

arr ows.

G LLESPI E REPORTI NG & DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT, INC.—————12
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MR. FOQOTE: Usual Iy surnam ng invol ves
whose desk does it hit and who has to sign on that
before it goes forward, and | would say that
simul taneous surnam ng means it's going to more than
one desk at one time so the package can move through
mul ti ple people that have to see it at the same tinme.

MS. WATLI NG: Okay.

CHAI RPERSON BROCKMAN: Feder al ese.

MS. WATLI NG: Thank you.

MR. FOQOTE: | ' ve never seen it happen,
but | assune it is happens.

MR. KRUEPER: Dual tracking.

MR. MUTH: So it's a noun. Now it's

become a verb or adverb?

CHAI RPERSON BROCKMAN: Okay. Let's nmove

to the report on our work from |l ast meeting on the
project tasks, priorities and maybe some budget

i nformati on. Ji nP?

MR. FOOTE: Before | turn the fl oor over

to Laurie to give you some background information

regardi ng budgets and capability and acconmplished

tasks on the Forest side, let me just review that this

has an exercise that the Monument Advisory Commttee

undertook at the March 7th, 2011 meeting, and that was

subsequent to three neetings of the work group, and

G LLESPI E REPORTI NG & DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT, | NC. ——
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that was to identify and prioritize projects that the

MAC t hought was inmportant for the agencies to consider

in the work filing process.

| did send this out shortly after the
March 7th meeting, not with the status updates but in
terms of how the Monument Advisory Comm ttee had
wei ghed in on this, how their votes had been counted.
Those you see in the colum next to the |ast one here,
the top number being how many votes has the MAC
recorded, and in red was the relative priority that
t he work group had assigned to that particular task.

So before we | aunch into just a brief

overvi ew of where we stand on each of these, | want to

turn the floor again over to Laurie, |let her kind of
set the stage here on the Forest Service side about
what's going on in the San Bernardino National Forest.
MS. ROSENTHAL: Well, you all probably
woul d | ove some good news. You know, you turn on the
radi o and TV and your conputer, and everything is so
dar k. Unfortunately | don't have a whole | ot of good
news. What happened in 2003 -- remenber the major
fires that we had across Southern California? As a
result of that, we got some incredible earmarks, and

Senat or Feinstein, Mary Bono Mack, was part of this,

and we were getting up to 30 mllion dollars for about

G LLESPI E REPORTI NG & DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT, | NC. ——
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four or five years.

And you know, in Southern California, we're
not tal king about comrercial thinning. What we're
tal king about is comunity protection. So we weren't
set up with mlls or anything like that. And so the
i mpl ement ati on of doing the fuel reduction was a
little bit more expensive than that, even though we
did have a grinding site and all sorts of things |ike
t hat . It wasn't -- you know, up north, for exanple,
you don't usually have that kind of a budget to do
t hat sort of thing because it's a profit-making thing
with the mills.

Anyway, that being said, we were -- these
earmarks -- | know that's a dirty word nowadays - -
were actually a wonderful thing for our communities,
and that included Pinyon as well. They benefited from
this. And the other thing is, we didn't have a stick
cut up in ldyllwild for over ten years prior to that.
It wasn't -- you couldn't even see the houses through
the trees, literally. And then all of a sudden all
the trees started dying, and everybody said, "Oh,
well, | don't think maybe this is the best thing."

And so there were all kinds of partnerships devel oped
bet ween all our organizations, including our nonprofit
Fire Safe Councils and CAL FIRE, and we were all
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wor ki ng towards this, and it was actually declared a
di saster.

And so anyway, |ong story short, we had to
staff up to do what we needed to do. We did sone
incredi ble things, and mostly we hired tenporaries and
term empl oyees. Termis an enployee that |eaves after
four years. However we had to hire some nore
per manent people as well.

Okay. Let's fast forward now to about two
years ago. Earmar ks are no | onger happening. They
abruptly stop. Now we have this big organization, and
we still had some money that we could carry over to
finish some of these inmportant projects, but right now
we're in a situation where we are so -- our budget --
we're going to be in such deficit that even,
unfortunately having to get rid of all of our
temporary and term enpl oyees, we're still in this
incredi ble deficit. And | don't have all the numbers
with me. Jody and Tom have all those nunbers. And

unfortunately they had some emergencies come up today.

But it's a big gap. It means even if we
don't do any discretionary funding, we are still in --
now, this deficit does not affect the fire. | want to
be very clear about that. They have their own sort of
budget. So we're not letting go of any firefighters.

G LLESPI E REPORTI NG & DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT, INC.—————16
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But everybody else, this has just been a gut-wrenching
process, and it's a very formal process, and we're
just | earning.

We're involved with human resources right
now, and we went through nmeeting after meeting after
meeting of our | eadership teamto see what are our
basi ¢ needs right now? And then we created this new
organi zati on. For some people it's the same, where
the old positions are the same as the new positions.
There are a | ot where that's not the case. And so
we're tal king about maybe letting go of 20 to 30
percent of our permanent. And don't quote me on that
figure. | "' m not positive about that percentage
because | don't have the numbers with me.

But it means, even with letting go of al
of the terms and temps, we're still going to have to
| et go of some permanent enpl oyees. Now, that doesn't
actually mean they're going to | ose their jobs.
What's going to happen is that there's this process
where H.R. is working on now where you fill in with a
new organi zati on how you nmove people over, and then
are there people that can just slip into the new
organi zation if they have the qualifications,
et cetera. Then there are going to be people that

still are going to have to be placed on another

17
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forest, and so they're going to be applying, and
they're going to have priority for those positions.

The good news, if there is any silver
lining, is there's going to be other forests that have
had a | ot of earmarks that are up north right now
that -- those will be drying up in a year or so. So
we're the first out of the chute, and that's good
because there's a |l ot |ess conpetition, then, for
ot her empl oyees from other forests that are going to
be in this simlar situation. So the bottomline is
we are in a budget -- | guess you could call it --
crisis right now and a tremendous transition that's
happeni ng.

And so as we | ook at the projects, we still
are going to get work done and very inportant work.
And we are still going to be | ooking at the priorities
t hat the MAC has set for us. But | wanted to give you
t hat background that this is a big thing. | say in a
couple of years we'll probably be a small organization
and be able to figure out what we can and can't do.

But right now because of this transition things are a
little squirrelly.

Anybody have any questions?

MR. WATTENBARGER: A coupl e qui ck. Now,
up there there's a couple of agencies, yours and BLM,
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or somebody else? So you're talking about everybody
got slashed, their budgets?

MS. ROSENTHAL: This is just the
San Bernardi no National Forest. Yes, there is also a
budget decrease across the board for the next two
years, at |east that we know of; right? Two years,
woul d you say? And that's going to be ten to 15
percent for the Forest Service. This is additional
because we're different than most of the other
nati onal forests, because we geared up an additi onal
up to 30 mllion dollars a year. So there's going to
be budget reductions across the board, BLM and Forest

Service, but we're -- the San Bernardi no National

Forest is even in a more special situation, Does t hat

make sense?

MR. WATTENBARGER: Just one nore
guesti on. Did this money help with the beetle --

MS. ROSENTHAL: Yes, exactly. That was
what it was all for, so the communities are a | ot

safer as a result. Any other questions?

CHAI RPERSON BROCKMAN: Yes. Laurie, did

you give us this information as a preparation for
i mpl ement ati on of some of these priorities?
MS. ROSENTHAL: Yes.

CHAI RPERSON BROCKMAN: Some of them are
G LLESPI E REPORTI NG & DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT, | NC. ——
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going to be affected, | take it?

MS. ROSENTHAL: Yes. Not only that, but
| would have told you even if we weren't | ooking at
projects about this. But that is setting the stage
for when we do | ook at the projects as well.

MR. MORGAN: | have a question. How
will it affect the Forest Service interfacing with the
public? Are they going to close the office on
weekends?

MS. ROSENTHAL: Not on weekends. We
already -- our district office is closed two days a
week right now. Recreation and visitor services are
going to be in transition right now, there's no doubt
about it. And how it ends up, | don't know. We are
taking a few of our sites -- not in the Monument, but
we are taking a few of our sites off the reservation
system because, since we don't know where things
exactly are going, we wouldn't want to have people
t hat have reserved canmpsites and tell them that
t hey' ve been cancelled, so we're taking them off the
reservati on system

MR. MORGAN: You're going to totally
cl ose some canpgrounds.

MS. ROSENTHAL: Boul der Basin and the

group campground up there, and those are because our
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recreation staff is so stretched, and when somet hi ng
is really far away, |i ke Boul der Basin, we just can't
get to it.

MR. MORGAN: How about the ones around
Fern Basin?

MS. ROSENTHAL: We are going to be
| ooki ng at that very closely over the next nonth, so
we'l |l have nore informati on com ng

MR. MORGAN: Even though they're not in
t he Monunment, they get used because they walk fromthe
campground straight in.

MR. WATTENBARGER: One | ast observation
As a mpuntain hiker, thank you for maintaining those
trails that we | ove so nmuch up there.

MS. ROSENTHAL: And you know, that's
anot her thing. Volunteerismis not free. And we have
a very active volunteer group down here in the desert
and up there in the high country working on the trails
and al so acting as ambassadors representing the Forest
and the BLM, but you have to have people to organize
volunteers. And so again hopefully the goal is that
we mai ntain our strong vol unteer program But there
will be a transition period with that as well.

MR. WEBER: Laurie, I"'mthe commttee

chairperson for the Boy Scouts Troop 377, and they
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want to volunteer and do some work with you guys as
wel | . | made contacts with one of the rangers up at
the station there. That's the process to go through
to make sure that they get involved?

MS. ROSENTHAL: Yes, absolutely.

MR. WEBER: And so the services
associated with helping themto do some trai
mai nt enance projects and signage, whatever you guys
need, the funding is secure for that. That's com ng
with the rangers that are onsite; is that right?

MS. ROSENTHAL: Why don't we talk
afterwards specifically. | need a little bit nore
i nformati on about that.

MR. WEBER: Okay.

CHAI RPERSON BROCKMAN: Any ot her
gquestions for Laurie?

MR. FOQOTE: Okay. | think with that
we'll just nmove on to the worksheet and just give a
brief update on each of the projects on where we
stand, what our status is.

On the sheet you have in front of you, |
have updated it from the version you received back in
March to show where we are on status. And let me just
go through these quickly. And I did provide sonme
additional information in your packets that target

G LLESPI E REPORTI NG & DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT, INC.—————22




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

some of these projects.

The continuing removal of exotic species in

t he National Monument on the BLM Il ands is always a
project we continue with on an annual basis. We wi l
again continue with that this year. "' m not aware of
any specific locations we've identified yet. W
typically get into the year to do that in conjunction
with our staff, and so that will be continuing as it
al ways does. And as with everything, the scope of
eradication efforts really is dependent on how much
fundi ng you have to contribute to that. But this is
al ways a very positive project in terms of
partnershi ps and vol unteers.

We do work together with California
Department of Fish and Game, with vol unteers of
Friends of the Desert Mountains to have some ot her
fol ks working on the eradication project. So we've
been very successful in the past, and | predict that
we will be successful in the future, despite any

fundi ng requirements or funding reductions that may

occur.
On the recreation resources side,

Pacific Crest Trail issues at Snow Creek, you can see

we' ve marked that one conpl et ed. I n your packet the

next two pages show modification of Desert Water
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Agency signs at the gate on PCT both before
modi fi cation and after. As you recall from previous
meeti ngs, one of the major issues there was confusion
to hikers as they encountered that gate.

As you can see, before modification the
signs were very clear that trespassing was prohibited.
And that led to tremendous confusion by the hikers of
where the trail went, when in fact the trail foll owed
the road. We worked with the Desert Water Agency to
modi fy those signs, and the one that's really, then,
most hel pful is the vertical one, where it very
clearly says "Hi king along this paved road is
permtted for access to the Pacific Crest Trail," so
we've really, | think, remedied that problem there at
Snow Creek in terms of confusion in regards to the
trail location.

Flip over to the next item safety
enhancements. This is construction of
Randal | Henderson Trail head parking | ot. This is
really | abeled as a safety enhancement because we find
on more and nmore occasions, particularly during
Thur sday and Saturday norning hike prograns at the
Monument Visitor Center, the parking lot is full, the
access road into the parking lot is lined with cars,

and people are parking across the hi ghway and havi ng
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to wal k across the highway to get access to the
Visitor Center, which is not a desirable condition.
That's a high-speed road. We really don't
want fol ks wal king across Hi ghway 74 to access the
Nati onal Monument Visitor Center. Therefore we have
proposed devel opnment of a new parking lot. W have
compl eted a NEPA for that, National Environnmental
Policy Act documentation. We have conpl eted
devel oping all the specifications and engi neering for
the project. Those who are interested after the
meeting can | ook at the design of that project right
here. These are the engi neering draw ngs.
What we're waiting for now is, of course,
t he hundred thousand dollar question, or in this case
t he $200, 000 question, of funding. W have submtted
this through the BLM s budget system We've
hi ghlighted this as a high need. | think this one in
particular we'll wait to see what happens with the
budget as we go forward and our ability to devel op
partnerships to help fund this project. Both those

i nternal budgets, external budgets are all unknown at

this point. W'IIl have to wait for the dust to settle

somewhat before we really have a clear idea howto
proceed.

CHAI RPERSON BROCKMAN: How many
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addi ti onal parking spaces would you think would be
provi ded?

MR. FOOTE: We've identified 25. Well,
the design, if you want to look at it after, | think
the 25 will be adequate. We are somewhat |imted by

t he ampunt of space out there. As you know, we are

constrained with the presence of the Bighorn Institute

property right up close to the Visitor Center. W do
have City of Palm Desert |ands immediately south of
the Visitor Center, so the avail able BLM public | ands
are somewhat small and restricted. But we're hoping
25 parking spaces based on what we've seen up there,
at least right now should help that, should work out.

MR. WATTENBARGER: Do you have to get
approval fromthe City of Palm Desert to do this, or
is this facility in the city you're working w th?

MR. FOOTE: The facility -- interesting
you raised that issue, Jeff. The city line is very
close to this. The |location of this project is
actually outside the city limts. However what cones
into play is an agreenent that, when the Visitor
Center was first devel oped, there was an agreenment

between the City, who was then the private | andowner

of that parcel, and the BLM There's some | anguage in

there -- let's say that's a little bit confusing --
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t hat has applicability to many future actions.

| have approached the City to get a
recorded note or whatever is required to kind of make
sure that we are all on the sanme page and be able to
move forward on inprovements on | and that was
ultimately donated by the City for the National
Monument Visitor Center. That process is moving kind

of slowly, and | haven't had a reaction fromthe City

in a couple of months, so I'll be pursuing that again

In the event that funding does becone
avail able, we don't want to have any hangups that
woul d keep us from immedi ately going with the
contract, because we are ready to do that. I f the
money were to become avail able tomorrow, our design
speci fications and engi neering draw ngs are at the
pl ace we can i mmedi ately begin.

MR. WATTENBARGER: And the State has
approved, or the agency that approved your plans has

been approved or is there to be approved?

MR. FOOTE: Yes. We worked this through

our district office engineering staff, and in fact we

did get three prelimnary bids, and that's why we know

roughly it will be in the $200, 000 range. But yes, we

have gone through proper channels on our agency side
for the project.
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MR. WATTENBARGER: Thank you

MR. MORGAN: Do you have to do some kind

of environnment assessment if that's made avail able for

t he public?

MR. FOOTE: We did this a couple of
years ago, it was.

MR. MORGAN: | don't recall seeing it.

MR. FOQOTE: Okay. Any other questions
on that project?

MR. MUTH: Did the City comment on the

NEPA document ati on?

MR. FOQOTE: No, they didn't. The City's

mai n concern is with this 15-year-old agreenment that
predated when the BLM acquired the property and where
it should be located and some of the conditions that
were still in effect, and |I've been working with the
City on that.

Okay. Movi ng on, the next one in ternms of

replacing the Monument sign on Highway 111, again, a

compl et ed project. I n your package you'll see a photo

on one page of before and after. The interesting

thing is, |I think when they put the sign up, they nust

have wal ked away with it vertical and then the w nd
came up, because it's in a little bit of a permanent
| eani ng position right now W' ve gone back to
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Caltrans to say, "Well, is there any opportunity for
you to correct this to actually put it upright?" And
we haven't had a response yet at this point, but we're
aware that the sign is |leaning at an interesting
angl e.

MR. WATTENBARGER: Kind of mrrors those
trees out there on 1-10.

MR. FOOTE: You're right, it does. As
you' re approaching the sign, you don't notice it.
It's only when you're across fromit, you see the
dramatic | ean.

MR. WEBER: Those are obviously not
br eakaway pol es.

MR. FOOTE: They are.

MR. WEBER: Those are? Those are
breakaway pol es?

MR. FOQOTE: Yes.

MR. WEBER: Real | y?

MR. MUTH: Except they're going fast.

MR. WEBER: Maybe | do see they've got
some drills -- they've drilled down bel ow. Hopeful |y
they can stake it out a little bit, because you can
see the concrete footings, | think, or maybe that's
rock. | don't know. Hopefully they can do somet hing,
because otherwi se you're going to have the same
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problem it's going to be |lying down agai n.

MR. FOQOTE: | don't think they concreted
it in.

MR. MORGAN: They just use a thunper
thing to drive theminto the ground, a thing on the
back of the truck.

MR. WATTENBARGER: Mark, if it's
perm ssible, I'lIl get a couple of two-by-fours and
your Boy Scouts could put themin there.

MR. WEBER: We could do that.

MR. FOOTE: |If these are the same kind
of poles holding up the original sign, they're holl ow.
Are holes drilled through themto allow the breakaway
to occur?

MR. WEBER: Si x inches up and about a
foot and a half up, it's drilled away. That si gnage
doesn't really cost $5,000, does it? | mean, to put
somet hing |like that up, does it really cost that much?

MR. FOOTE: The beauty of this project
is Caltrans did all this for free. W didn't spend a
dime on this.

MR. WEBER: Oh, great.

MR. FOQOTE: In fact this sign was one
t hat was originally on Hi ghway 74 and has been
residing up at the San Jacinto Ranger District all
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t hese years after we replaced it. Cal trans went up

retrieved the sign, brought it down here. They

provided the posts. They installed it. They did all

the work at no cost to us.
MR. WEBER: That's great.

MR. FOQOTE: |''m very appreciati

ve to

Caltrans for their effort in doing that. That was

unexpected, but they did it.

Continuing down here, next was construction

of anphitheater at the Monument Visitor Center. " ve

provided in your packet a sketch of what that

| ook like. This comes out of the Friends of

woul d

the

Desert Mountains Dirt catal og, which is a catal og that

Friends issues in trying to secure donations.

And

we're | ooking for donations, of course, to construct

t he anphitheater.

The picture you see is an actual picture of

the | ocation at the Visitor Center, and then this
design was just Photo-Shopped on top of that, but this
is the actual | ocation. It would be at the Visitor

Center, of what it would ook Iike after conpletion.

The only thing new in here, other than the structure,

are the four trees. They would be planted.

Those

don't currently exist, but the rest of the | andscaping

at the site is just as you see it. It exists.
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MR. WATTENBARGER: So "Dirt" is an
acronym for somet hing?

MR. FOOTE: Just "Dirt," actually, not
an acronym Friends of the Desert Mountains is very
much engaged in | and acquisition, so this was sort of
a takeout of this, of buy sonme dirt. And they also do
have as one of their m ssions to support the National
Monument .

MR. MUTH: Excuse me. Jim is this a
daytime-only facility? | don't see any night |ighting
or anything in the depiction.

MR. FOOTE: We would anticipate it would
be for nighttinme as well. We just don't have the
| ights portrayed here. But we would want this to be
avai |l abl e for evening prograns as well as daytime
prograns.

MS. WATLING: That's an effective
presentation.

MR. FOOTE: Any other questions on the
anphi t heat er?

Next one, inventory of lands for wild | ands
status. As you recall at the |last meeting there's
been an indication of doing this or was a high
priority by the work group. That was pursuant to a
secretarial order issued |ast December. And since

G LLESPI E REPORTI NG & DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT, INC.—————32




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

t hat
t hat

wild

time there's been a realignment in that process
t he BLM previously was going to be designating

| ands as the | and designation, and that will no

| onger be occurring. However we will, of course,

conti

our i

nue to follow our FLPMA requirements for updating

nventory of | ands that have these

characteristics. That will continue under the current

| aw.

Questions on that one?
MR. MORGAN: Have you started yet?

MR. FOOTE: Yes, we have addressed that

in the South Coast RMP revision, which is just com ng

out now, so that is up to date and follows our

secretarial order.

Wldlife resources -- in fact, let me step
back before | run into this. There will be a pointed
comment on that later in the agenda, and you'll see

where that comes in.

moni t

" Awai

WIldlife habitat inventories and
oring. As you can see on your status, you see

ting action pending conpletion of Reserve

Management Unit Plan under CVMSHCP." Currently in

process is devel opment of a Reserve Management Unit

Pl an

under

for the Santa Rosa and San Jaci nto Mount ai ns

t he Coachella Valley Multiple Species Habitat
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Conservation Pl an.

The desire on many of these actions, when
we | ook at the Monument, of course, is approach them
on a | andscape basis, particularly anything that deals
with wildlife species, with habitats, those kinds of
t hi ngs, because the habitats, the wildlife don't
respect boundaries. Therefore it only makes sense to
| ook at this across the board in terms of
jurisdictions, which we are coordinating with
Fish and Ganme for various cities along the interface.
Where it extends in the Forest Service, of course, we
do that but to make sure we're all approaching
management in the same manner. It's the only way it
makes sense.

The way we're | ooking to do that is through
t hese Reserve Managenent Unit Pl ans. Those are in
devel opment . Hopefully one for the
Santa Rosa/ San Jacinto Mountains will be conpleted by
the end of this year. That's the target date. And
t hen when we get into our next meeting, hopefully
we'll have a little nmore update on where that process
is and how we're going to nove forward in conjunction
with our partners in inplementing that plan.

MR. MORGAN: | have a question regarding
your nonitoring W ndy Point at Snow Creek. Stil
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fairly regular consistent off-road vehicle use in the
area pretty much daily.

MR. FOOTE: MWhich is the next item on
the table, next page.

MR. MORGAN: Okay.

MR. WATTENBARGER: | had a question on
the reserve plan. Does that enconpass the whole
Monument? All the stakehol ders are somehow invol ved
in preparing this?

MR. FOOTE: The focus for that is
primarily on central habitat for peninsul ar bighorn
sheep. The multiple species plan was structured
around - -

MR. WATTENBARGER: | understand that,
but | thought you tal ked about a "reserve" somet hing,
kind of a new word to me, the reserve something unit
pl an.

MR. FOOTE: Correct. And that's tied to
conservation areas that are established under the
Mul tiple Species Plan. So for instance the Santa Rosa
and San Jaci nto Mountains Conservation Area does not
extend to M. San Jacinto because the focus being on
t he bighorn sheep, the sheep do not extend up that
far. So that's really the focus. Most of the RMUP,

which is the acronym for that, is, fromthe federal
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side, on BLM | ands. There's small pieces of Forest
Service |land that are engaged, but it doesn't really
hit the high country because that is not |argely
central habitat for bighorn sheep. So this is kind of
what's driving this. And we'll see how this devel ops.

Ri ght now the CVCC, which is the Coachella
Val | ey Conservation Comm ssion, who is responsible for
i mpl ementing Multiple Species Plan, has contracted
with the Coachella Valley Mountains Conservancy to
prepare the plans. So we're very much engaged with
t he Mount ains Conservancy in moving this process
forward.

Questions?

MR. KALI SH: Yeah. At this point plans
are also being devel oped for the other reserves within
t he MSHCP ar ea. For exanple we're engaged in the
devel opment of a very simlar plan for the
Dos Pal mas Preserve | ocated right down in the
North Shore area in and around the Dos Pal mas Preserve
t hat we manage. A simlar effort is being undertaken
for the valley floor that would incorporate all of the
Coachell a Valley Preserve. So these plans are being
devel oped for all of the reserve areas under the MSHCP
as well as up at the Monunment.

MR. FOOTE: Thanks, John. If there are
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no further questions on that item we'll flip the
page. And this is going to the issue that Jeff just
rai sed about the field inspections going on at
W ndy Point/Snow Creek area in terms of conmpliance
with off-road vehicle closures and restrictions, and
that is ongoing. Those that have been up to the
Snow Creek area will have seen a new fence al ong nost
of the length of Snow Creek Road that was installed
particularly to preclude off-highway vehicle use in
t hat area.

We have installed some new signs under
Hi ghway 111 | eading into the sand dune area. W are
continuing patrols, but we're also | ooking at
different ways to try to deal with that issue of
vehi cl es going in. It's a very difficult one. W
still put rangers out there, but it's hard to have
t hat kind of capacity where they're out there real
frequently.

Fencing is always an issue in ternms of
mai nt ai ni ng that fence, particularly in that area
where it's a fence in a wash, and fences in washes
when you have big rain events don't |ast very |ong.
And so that's another issue we're having to | ook at
and deal with.

But we are | ooking at other ways to try to
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deal better with that. | think we're doing a pretty
good job now. The use has declined. It still

conti nues, but if we go back a number of years and

| ook at the |evel of use that was occurring out there,
it's substantially declined. W' ve issued literally
hundreds of citations to violators with off-highway
vehicles in that area and will continue to do so. So
| think we're doing a good job with the capabilities
we have now, but we're exploring ways to better
contain that use.

MR. MORGAN: \What we need to do with
these citations is to fine them a thousand doll ars or
30 or $50, which they get right now. The federal
judge routinely gives 30 and $50 penalties.

MR. FOOTE: The Court has that
jurisdiction to do that. W can't tell the Court what
to do and not to do.

MR. KALI SH: The bail schedule is
established by the chief magistrate on the federal
| evel, and there's been many attenpts to try to raise
that fine amount or bail anount unsuccessfully.

MR. WATTENBARGER: Ils there some kind of
an informational program if there's an off-road
associ ation or something here locally to try to get

the word out not to go there?
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MR. WEBER: Isn't there somebody with
the City of Palm Desert who is involved with the
County OHV Advisory Commttee? There is sonmething

li ke that.

MR. MORGAN: The County commttee i s run

for and on behalf of ORV users to try to get them up
to the places to go the places where they want to go.
So it's not an agency that would do anything to
i mprove the situation. All they'll do is try to make
it nore friendly to the OHV riders.

MR. WEBER: Maybe it's an avenue at
| east to get information out. The person that | met
t hrough some kind of work relations was over in the
pl anni ng department in Palm Desert, City of
Pal m Desert. | met him about eight months ago or
somet hing, and | don't know. Maybe that's an avenue

at least to get information out again to make the

attempt. All we can do is try, fine them and conti nue

the efforts.

MR. FOOTE: If | recall, the OHV task
force was really pushing heavily in that direction
And as you're comng into the valley fromthe west,
there's the big billboard saying there is no OHV
riding here, so there have been a nunber of attenmpts

to keep noving that forward. The difficulty we
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usually have are with the riders that are not
associ ated with associations. Typically those that
are tied to California Of f-Hi ghway Vehicle Associ ation
or others are very aware of the need to follow the
rules to make sure that their opportunities are not
| ost. And we have very good conpliance from those.

It's the individuals who are not associ ated
with those kind of groups that are really hard to
reach, which they choose not to beconme part of those
groups, and therefore they're not getting the message.
So we have to hit them one by one when we can. And we
do put out information, and of course the enforcement
programis pretty strong.

The signing, it's amazing some of the
i ncidents we've seen, where you'll have a sign that
says you can't go here, and people will be parked
right next to it. And there are kids going in, and
there will be excuses like, "They're only in there for
a few mnutes,"” or, "It's just my kids," any number of
t hi ngs that kind of make you wonder, well, what part
of "You can't go here" is not understood, because the
sign is very clear.

And we continually run into that. So even
t hough you can communi cate an effective message, it's
the comprehension of it that seenms to be |acking. And
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people are going to interpret a | ot of messaging to
suit their own needs on a regul ar basis.

MR. WEBER: Right. So all you can do is
keep trying. Wth sonme of the billboards and signage
in that area, since | know Lamar is having a | ot of
times filling a ot of billboards now, because | was
doing a lot of public service billboards. And
basically cost of billboards, it may be there's
fundi ng somewhere to do that. A couple or $400 woul d
probably purchase bill board paper that Lamar could
probably encourage to post on there on sonme of their
avai | abl e space.

So | don't know if that's an opportunity.
But all you can do is continue to advocate and educate
and informand fine and try to hold people's hands.

MR. FOOTE: And partnerships are going
to play a role with this too. Wth the devel opment of
t he Reserve Management Unit Plans, there is one for
the valley floor units as well as the
Santa Rosa/ San Jaci nto Mountains. And those are
targeted largely at | and acquisition within the
conservation areas and, again, through these
managenment plans | ooking at how to address the
significant issues, and off-highway vehicle trespass

is a significant issue that as a partnership we need
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to |l ook at collectively, particularly areas such as
this where there's a fragmented | and-ownership

pattern.

BLM doesn't control all the | and. There is

private | and out there, and how you bring all these

entities together to really accomplish a common goal ?

And | think in |large part the Multiple Species Plan is

a good way to do that, and Reserve Management Unit
Pl ans, which legally get down to targeting specific
actions that implement the |larger plan, if you will
are a way to do that.

But what are our needs? |If we need
additional fencing, how do we do patrols? How do we
work in partnership with |aw enforcement? Any number
of these actions are com ng out of these plans, and
then it's really incumbent upon us to | ook at how to
i mpl ement those pl ans. No question funding is going
to be an issue. It always will be with a declining
budget that's going to put us in a little harder
position, and we're not alone in that.

| think city by city, county, of course,

everyone i s experiencing decreased budgets. W're all

equally hard pressed. And | think that's where our

challenge is going to be, to inplenment these plans

with decreased budgets. How do we do that in the face

G LLESPI E REPORTI NG & DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT, | NC. ——

42




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

of increasing pressures?

MR. KALI SH: One of the action items in
these plans is for BLM and the Conservation Comm ssion
to enter into a | aw enforcement agreenment that allows
BLM rangers under their federal jurisdiction to
enforce |l aws and regul ati ons on non-federal |ands that
are within the reserve system And we're very close
to signing that agreement. Once that agreement is
signed between the two entities, then our hope is to
expand it out to the State Park as well as Fish and
Wldlife Service and State Fish and Gane.

And that will go a long way to sort of
really expand our overall enforcement capability. | t
really cleans up the jurisdiction issues that rangers
have to deal with as they enforce these | aws and
regul ations.

MR. KRUEPER: Wbuld they be able to
enforce county codes, then or state, Penal Code,
state?

MR. KALI SH: Yes, they would under the
832 PC, the arrangement the BLM has with the county
sheriff. So what these arrangenents allow is for the
BLM ranger, then, to be able to enforce state |aw
regul ation and | ocal ordinances on non-federal | ands
that are within the reserve and have an access to
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federal |land as part of the reserve system

CHAI RPERSON BROCKMAN: Al .

MR. MUTH: Once those agreenments are
signed, can the offender be remanded to a court that
woul d take this seriously and do nore than fine them
30, 50 bucks?

MR. KALI SH: State court typically with

the district attorney's office and their environment al

crimes unit, the rangers have a fair |evel of success.

Actually prefer to take cases in the state court as
opposed to before the federal magi strate.
MR. KRUEPER: Yeah, I mean state court,

there's a | ot of higher bail schedul es that wl

really, you know -- it's a |lot higher than some of the

federal courts. Wth what you' re doing, that wil
definitely have nore tools available to the
enforcement ranger out there, too, depending on the
seriousness of the repeat offender, you know, put a
little bit more extra enmphasis on the penalty.

MR. KALISH: That's correct.

MR. WATTENBARGER: Qui ck, John. So the
enforcement agents are just all BLM officers?

MR. KALISH: Well, mainly right now the

rangers work very closely with the Riverside County

Sheriff's office. And you know, for quite a long time
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t hrough of f-hi ghway vehicle grants the County and BLM
had set up these off-highway vehicle road patrols

i nvol ving BLM rangers and County deputies which did
not hi ng but off-highway-vehicle enforcement. They
woul d focus in on an area.

They used to get up to W ndy Point area
frequently and just saturate that area. And then once
the word got out, they'd move on to one of the other
areas where there was a real issue. But that was a
very successful program al so. So those cooperative
rel ati onshi ps are definitely out there and very
effective.

CHAI RPERSON BROCKMAN: It's 4:00, and
t he agenda requires that we take any public conmments
at this tinme. It does not appear that there is any
member of the public in attendance today. So for the
record, there are no public coments. Go on.

MR. KRUEPER: Jim you mentioned fencing
in a wash area. What ki nd of fencing have you tried
to put up in a wash area?

MR. FOOTE: The fence al ong Snow Creek
Road does run perpendi cular to a number of washes.

MR. KRUEPER: Ri ght .

MR. FOOTE: And it's an interesting
system t hat was devel oped. It's a post and cabl es,
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and the cable spans the areas of wash that were posted

in solid ground, not in the sandy wash part.
have for ease of access, quick access, a |ocki

you could pull out, and the cables cone off.

And t hey
ng post
So |

would think in one case, if you anticipated or saw

t hat you a very strong rain com ng or you m ght get a

fl ood event, you could, in fact, go out, unlock that,

pull down the cables to all ow whatever to go

n case

of any big debris would go through and not take down

your fence. It's a very unique system out there, very
i ngeni ous.

MR. KRUEPER: | want to share with
you -- | mean, we've had sonme success with Carsonite

post strung across a wash in smooth wire and at the

anchor points, so when water does flow through, the

Carsonite -- they're not in the ground. It just flips
up, and you don't have to go down and set the fence
apart. The fence is up all the time, and when there's

t hose high flows, the actual fence, three-strands of

smooth wire, the Carsonite posts, they just Ii

ft up

and it goes with the flow and you don't have to worry

about it. Then it's always up, and you don't
worry about trying to go back out.

MR. FOOTE: That's a great idea.
key usually with any kind of these facilities
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weakest point is what you want to break and design
that in and not take out your set posts and concrete.

That's the last thing you want, so that's a great

sol uti on.

To get back to your point, Al, on the
fines -- and interesting, as an exanmple we've cited
some illegal dog use under the federal code and under

the City of Palm Desert ordinance, and under the
federal code | don't know if it's 50 or 75 doll ars.
Under the City code, it's in excess of $300. So
dependi ng on where the person is caught, depends on
how much it hurts themin their wallet.

MR. MUTH: So you just wait until they
step over the I|ine.

MR. FOOTE: That's one way to approach
it.

MR. KALI SH: Rangers woul dn't do that.

MR. KRUEPER: Tase them

MR. FOOTE: On to the next issue, the
alignment in nmunicipal codes, that's in progress. As
part of your packet |'ve provided a conmparison of all
t he proposed code alignments. And this is a code
alignment with Multiple Species Plan. There's a

Trails Plan el ement. This takes those actions

identified in the Trails Plan el ement of the MSHCP and
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puts themin a format that's consistent with the way
each city addresses their own munici pal codes. They
don't do so the same across the board in the six
cities that are affected along our urban interface, so
we really have to | ook at that closely to make sure
that the proposal at |east |ooks simlar to existing
muni ci pal codes.

Thi s was brought before the Reserve
Management Oversi ght Comm ttee under the MSHCP back in
July. It went before the Coachella Valley
Conservation Comm ssion just a couple of weeks ago,
and they agreed to nmove it forward. So now t he next
step is really to continue working with city staffs to
move this process forward to the city councils for
approval as far as the, of course, change of the
muni ci pal code.

Bob has worked with the City of Rancho
M rage and the city manager to highlight this process,
and | think we're probably ready to go forward, now
that it's gone through the CVCC, and CVCC has agreed
that this is a legitimate process. And so we will be
working with the other cities as well to get the code
al i gned.

MR. WATTENBARGER: A point of information.
Is it you and your staff's charter or responsibility
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to do all of this to interface with everybody to make
t hese things happen?

MR. FOOTE: That's a good question. No.
My role in working on this has come through as a
menber of the Trails Management Subcomm ttee, which is
under the CVCC. Under the MSHCP they established this
Trails Management Subcomm ttee to | ook at issues or
ways in which the Trails Plan element of the MSHCP can
be i mpl emented. This is one of those elements. So
from our standpoint -- fromthe BLM s standpoint we're
the, let's say, biggest affected party, and we span
all jurisdictions. So |I've taken that upon nmyself as
a menmber of that subcommttee to nove this process
forward working in conjunction with the CVAG staff to
make this happen.

MR. WATTENBARGER: Are they | ead agency?

MR. FOQOTE: Yes, yes, because this is
really a non-federal jurisdictional issue under the
MSHCP, then, yes, CVAG staff, which supports the CVCC,

is the responsible party to nove that forward. But |

will be working in conjunction with CVAG staff.
MR. WATTENBARGER: | "' m wonderi ng when
you have time to sl eep. It sounds |ike you have a

full plate.

MR. FOOTE: The plate is full, yes.
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Thank you

MR. WEBER: It |l ooks Iike you guys have
had to do a | ot of work on this stuff, and | would
like to help push this through La Quinta, if that's
needed. | mean, | ooking at the changes, this is
nom nal stuff, you know, at |east for all the cities.
| just don't understand how this could be any issue,
and it disturbs me a little bit to see that the
cities -- in the notes, the coments, the City of
La Quinta is awaiting reassurance that the workload is
not increased prior to bringing this before the
Community Services Conmm ssion.

Well, | was the former chair of the
Community Services Comm ssion, so | know Edie and the
staff there real well, and | know the council and as a
pl anni ng comm ssi oner there, too, | just -- this is
stuff that's a no-brainer, and you should be getting
no push-back with this at all. So if there's anything
| can do, | want to do that to help. | know there's
fol ks we can solicit to make that happen.

Hopefully you're going to see La Quinta is
wor king with you well, but if not, let's talk on the
side and figure out what | need to hel p, because |
don't want to see La Quinta's name on this anynore.

It should be done and over with, and you can focus on
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ot her peopl e.

MR. FOOTE: Well, thanks, Mark. We did
meet with Edie Hylton and others with the City, and
t hat i ssue about the workload was raised. And | was
tal ki ng about Katie Barrows this |ast week. CVAG or
CVCC will be initiating a new letter to the cities
requesting assistance fromstaff to nove this issue
forward. So any assistance you can provide to -- you
i ndi cate as, you have, this is a no-brainer.

MR. WEBER: We can do that for sure. W
can talk to comm ssioners, as well as Katie and | are
both on the planning comm ssion and can somehow i nject
it that way. This should be done so we can move on to
t hings that are actually difficult. Not to say
that -- | mean, you've done a |lot of work to make this
easy. This is just serving it up, hitting the ball
up, and all you've got to do is swing at it. So
t hanks for all your work on it, but let's talk
afterwards and see what nore | can do.

MR. FOOTE: We have had some pits and
starts. | think in Palm Springs, where we were going
to have some significant issues relative to the dogs,
it did go before their Parks and Recreation
Comm ssion. The Parks and Recreation Conmm ssion
approved it to move forward to City Council, and at
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that point it pretty much died. It never made it
before City Council.

My guess is that everyone is really, really
busy and has higher priorities than this and is
tackling those. And so | can't fault the cities for

not moving forward. They're very busy.

MR. WEBER: | know staff has been
i mpact ed.

MR. FOQOTE: Yes.

MR. WEBER: And hopefully the busy
nature is -- | know cities like my city in La Quinta

has | ost a |lot of staff nmenbers, so maybe that's the
nature of the business.

MR. FOQOTE: | think it is, and that's
why we've gone to some extra pains to try to propose
specific | anguage at that fits in with their
particular city ordinances to make that as easy as
possi bl e.

MR. WEBER: Ri ght . | certainly have to
t hank you for that.

MR. FOQOTE: Okay. Movi ng on to the next
one, the inventory of natural and artificial bighorn
sheep water sources on BLM managed | ands. And again
this is an idea that we need to | ook across the board,
not just the federal |ands side but under the Reserve
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Management Unit Plan in nmoving these issues forward
t hat woul d benefit peninsul ar bighorn sheep and ot her

species. That is really the best avenue to go. And

as we nove forward and devel op and conpl ete that plan,

we'l|l provide some additional updates at future

meetings as we attempt to i nmplement that plan.

| will move through these quickly because |

t hink we are running behind schedul e. BLM is
continuing to inmplement the existing prohibition on
dogs. Ri ght now we are inmplementing that, of course,
on the federal BLM | ands and also in the City of

Pal m Desert, where they have, in fact, aligned their

muni ci pal codes with the MSHCP, so we're continuing to

i mpl ement that action.

We have yet to start to develop a strategy
to deal with the free-ranging dog packs. That's a
very difficult issue when they're free-ranging, a

tough one to tackle.

Cul tural resources, no change from previous

times. That's really a funding issue, and we haven't

had the funding that would allow us to go forward with

t hat .
Web- based outreach, sonme good news there.
St at us ongoi ng, but since we |last met, the

M. San Jacinto State Park has added the el ectronic

G LLESPI E REPORTI NG & DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT, | NC. ——

53




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Monument web page link to their web page, as has the

Pal m Springs Aerial Tramway, which, of course, ties in

with Wnter Park Authority.

|'ve also |isted the other cities and
entities that have al so provided those links to the
Monument . Either it's the BLM Monunment web page, or
it's the electronic Monument brochure housed at the
Pal m Springs Life site.

And with that I'll turn it over to Laurie
to update these. In the meantime |I'm going to work
with John to try to hook up a Power Point presentation
here with his projector. We'Il see if our
technol ogical restrictions --

MS. ROSENTHAL: | thought, hey, John --
that is John Ladl ey, our recreation staff officer on
the District, and | thought, hey, since we have our
recreation staff officer, why don't we skip the first
one. "1l talk about the tamarisks in a moment. And
the second one on there is the closure of illega
routes in the Santa Rosa W I derness, top of
Saw M ||l Road Santa Rosa Truck Trail and Loop Spur
Route to Virgin Springs.

And so, John, what we put here is the NEPA
is compl eted, gates to be installed in fall of 2011.
Anything you'd |like to add?
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MR. LADLEY: Yeah. Our wilderness and
trails manager and our off-highway vehicle technician
have been working to develop a strategy to address the
illegal route that goes fromthe top of Saw M Il Truck
Trail up to Santa Rosa Truck Trail up top, up in the
Toro Canyon area. And the details they've been
wor ki ng on, they do have some signage from down bel ow.
And | know they've been gathering materials. They're
wor king with our forestry tech as far as getting sone
timbers for that as well.

| "' m acquiring some steel pipe fencing if we
need it up there, and then we've got Scout West. It's
| nt ernati onal Scout four-wheel drive club out of
San Di ego that's adopted Santa Rosa Truck Trail, and
they are willing to keep track at both ends for us as
wel | and assist with the ongoi ng mai nt enance needs.

MS. ROSENTHAL: Thank you, John

MS. WATLING. That's great, because |
can't tell you how many people have called up and
said, "I see lights going across there. There aren't
supposed to be any."

MR. LADLEY: That's right.

MS. ROSENTHAL: Now you can give them
i nformation.

MS. WATLI NG: Yeah.
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MR. MORGAN: The road that was opened to
Virgin Springs, what has happened on that?

MR. LADLEY: Currently we've made no
progress on that.

MR. MORGAN: Any plans to make any
progress?

MR. LADLEY: Boy, that's probably going
to come down to a funding issue because it will take
NEPA and materi al s.

MR. MORGAN: Just put the cabl e back.
There's a cable across the entrance that was renmoved
by Forest Service contractors.

MS. WATLI NG: | can tell you a cable
story too. Our cables and really expensive |ocks for
the cabin were all cut and taken away.

MR. MUTH: It was chain, not cable?

MS. WATLI NG: Maybe it was chain or
going to cabl e.

MR. MUTH: Cabl e.

MS. ROSENTHAL: As | tal ked about
earlier, without discretionary funding, you know, some
of the things, once we get our ratio of enployees to
di scretionary fundi ng where we can have maybe 20
percent of discretionary funding, then we could maybe

repl ace cables and things |ike that. But over the
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next few years it's going to be -- the discretionary
funding is going to be mniml at best.

The next one here, John, if you could
comment on that. It's about replacing Forest Service
signs to reflect the Monument | ocati on. Sorry, John.

MR. LADLEY: 11 multitask. "' m just
used to doing that.

The Forest Service signs on the National
Monument on the Forest Service |lands, the plan is to
replace them and eli mnate the Nati onal Forest service
portions of them and replace that wth
Santa Rosa/ San Jaci nto Mountains Nati onal Monument
| ogos -- not | ogos. |"m sorry -- wording. W have
acquired the signs. And that's for -- let's see --
Saw M |1l Trail, Ri bbonwood Equestrian Canpground,

Pi nyon Fl ats Campground, Cahuilla Tewanet -- | think
|"m m ssing one -- and an entry sign for Santa Rosa
Mount ai n on Santa Rosa Truck Trail. So the signs we
do have. We still need to come up with hardware
posts, you know, the supports and all, and so
hopefully sometime in the next year we can get those
up.

MS. ROSENTHAL: So I'm going to go back
to the one that was the highest priority for the
Forest Service, which was Palm Canyon tamari sk
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eradi cation. A couple years ago we received $42, 000
in grants, including -- some of it was fromthe

Agua Caliente tribe. So we conpleted the NEPA for

that, a long and | engthy process. And we have a small

wi ndow each year to actually do the eradication. It's

September through early October between the end of the

bi rd- breedi ng season and when the tamarisk |oses its

| eaves, which is probably about the beginning to

m ddl e of October or so, because the herbicide is no

| onger effective once the tamarisk |oses its | eaves.
So the tamari sk treatment started | ast

week, and we will be using -- knock on wood -- a

heli-tech crew because some of this is three-hour walk

each way fromthe road. So it's just not practical.
And so by using our heli-tech crew -- these are our
firefighters for the helicopter -- they can just fly
right in, do the work cutting and piling, and then
foll owed by -- we have two herbicide applicators,
Kate Kramer, who is our district botanist and a

contractor.

And so we're really hoping that the weat her

will hold up and that the heli-tech crew won't end up

on some fire, because, of course, that's their primary

m ssion. And so in this next few weeks and early

Oct ober, we plan to really get invol ved. We al so for
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t he next two weekends have volunteers from the Friends
of the Desert Mountains and Outward Bound comng to

continue on. Their work is going to be closer to the

road, and so the good news -- see, before | give you
bad news; now I'm giving you better news -- is that we
wi Il have some tamari sk eradication happening this
year.

Not a | ot of funding we know of for next
year at this point, though the grants that we had
applied for previously are no |onger avail able, but
we' |l keep | ooking for avenues of funding for this
i mportant project.

MR. WATTENBARGER: Questi on. Once you,
| guess, kill the tamarisk, they don't come back?

MS. ROSENTHAL: Ri ght . Exactly. See,
if you just cut them that's not enough. You either
have to dig the root up or -- which is very, very
difficult, especially when you don't have any heavy
equi pment, because they're way off the road -- or you
do herbi ci de. It's a very safe herbicide application
And so yes, that is correct.

MR. WATTENBARGER: The ones here on 1-10
t hat burned, they seemto becom ng back.

MS. ROSENTHAL: Burning is the worse

t hing you can do. Tamarisk |oves burns.
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MR. WATTENBARGER: Real I y?

MS. ROSENTHAL: Yeah. They propagate
big tinme.

MR. MORGAN: The ones on |-10 are a
compl etely different species.

MR. WEBER: Are tamarisks that size, the
ones on |-10 -- are those the ones that are being
addressed, or that's a different species, a huge size
one, because those are the kind that are down in
Merv Griffin's old property. | know t hey chopped
them and they're just com ng right back. You have to
pull them all out by root and everything, get
everything out.

MR. MUTH: \Which herbicide are you

usi ng?
MS. ROSENTHAL: It's a very |long nane.
" m sorry. | don't have that information in my head.
MR. MUTH: ' mjust wondering, because

we use Garlon. You cut it, paint the stunp

i medi ately, and it works whether it's got |leaf on it

or not. Or you can just -- if it's less than an inch

in diameter, you can spray the base, and it kills it.
MS. ROSENTHAL: Our botani st, she went

t hrough all the training. She did |lots of research to

find the most effective herbicide, but it's a |long
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name, and it's just somewhere in this brain.

MS. WATLING: Who is it? 1Is it someone
| can talk with?

MS. ROSENTHAL: Kat e Kramer.

MS. WATLI NG: Oh, you said that, because
Al has done a |lot of rempoval. W' ve done a lot in the
reserve. And the deal is, you just skip the |eaves
because they're waxy anyway. But you cut it and spray
on the cambium i nmmedi ately, |ike have two people, one
cut, one spray before the capillaries shut down, and

you can work with it that way.

One of the problems with it, it has nine
billion seeds per plant, and they're wi ndborne, so
where you have it, you'll always have it. But we've
had war on this in our little common turf for years.

MS. ROSENTHAL: Why don't we chat
afterwards, and I'll give you her phone nunber,
because if you guys have some way to make this nore
efficient or whatever, we're definitely open. You
know, it's different when you have all the heavy
equi pment because tamarisk is at the side of the road
and you're just getting the roots, but this is brand
new for us to be working on this.

And then the last three are at this point
in a holding pattern. "' m hoping to have nore
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informati on, especially on the Fuller Ridge hazardous

tree renmoval . We'll have to see where we end

our hazardous trees project. And then do you

up with

want to

tal k about the Cahuilla Tewanet interpretive signs,

because the interpretive specialist is the one who is

taking the | ead on that.

MR. FOOTE: As you know, the

interpretive signs at Cahuilla Tewanet have been

degraded due to weather and time. They were

fiberglass-embedded signs, and that fiberglass is

rai sing, and they're not | ooking very good. They're

not holding up well at this point in tinme. Cur

interpretive specialist has devel oped a scope of work.

We'll be submtting it out to potential contractors
this nmonth, and we'll start that process in ternms of
repl acement. Hopefully in not too long we will see

new signs.

MS ROSENTHAL: Remenber, now we

have a

new deck. It's really a nice site, if you haven't

been there in the past three years. W want to make

the whole site more beauti ful.

MR. WATTENBARGER: VWhere is that?

MS. ROSENTHAL: | f you go up Hi ghway 74

fromthe Visitor Center on the |eft-hand side,

see a day-use -- if you haven't been there.
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MR. WATTENBARGER: You' re tal king about
t he Cahuilla Tewanet?

MS. ROSENTHAL: C-a-h-u-i-I-1-a, capital
T-e-w-a-n-e-t, Cahuilla Tewanet.

MR. WATTENBARGER: We pass it all the
time going up to hike the trails.

MS. ROSENTHAL: | f you haven't been to
the site, it's one of our few areas that you can
really get a very nice view of quite a bit of the
Monument . And so we will have interpretive signs as
we go.

MR. WATTENBARGER: Bef ore she finishes,

which -- can | just say one thing? Can you give your
staff at the ranger station attaboy and girl. They' re
very friendly and cooperative. |''m sure that comes

fromthe top down.

MS. ROSENTHAL: | actually will. And
John is the supervisor for them as well

MR. LADLEY: That's appreciated. Thank
you.

MR. WEBER: So the funding for that has
been approved, the signage? | saw in the notes, if
| "' m not | ooking at the wrong one, it says "funding
unlikely.” Is that the Monument sign we're talking
about? Or is that the visitor services?
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MR. FOQOTE: |f you go back to the
Page 5, the second one fromthe bottom -- pardon ne.
"' m on the wrong one. Excuse me. The bottom one the
project may be well along by the end of FY2011l. We've
al ready secured the $25,000. That is noney we've
received fromthe Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla
| ndi ans several years ago, so our funding largely is
in place.

MR. WEBER: For doing both the bottom
two or just the one?

MS. ROSENTHAL: Cahui |l | a Tewanet .

MR. WEBER: So the third one down on the
right side, it says "agency funding unlikely,"” so it
| ooked |i ke there was going to be an issue. | guess
what's what |I'm honing in on because it sounds |ike
that's the sign we're tal king about and the funding is
t here.

MR. FOQOTE: Correct.

MR. WEBER: Okay. Thank you

CHAI RPERSON BROCKMAN: Are we ready for
John's report?

MR. LADLEY: Okay.

MS. ROSENTHAL: Here is some nore good
news, by the way.

MR. LADLEY: | " m not sure who |'m going
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to bl ock here.

CHAl RPERSON BROCKMAN: We' || nmove.

| nstead of just talking to people and throw ng out

nunmbers and figures and acconplishments, we thought

we'd do a little pictorial, because it's much

nor e

interesting to actually see what got accomplished on

t he ground. Really that's been quite a bit.

We

received a fair amount of funds under a nunber of

different categories. And exact nunmbers of funds for

what | don't have on the top of ny head, but |
what we did with them

And so I'd like to run through rea

do know

qui ckly

some of what we've acconplished to date on the

Nati onal Monument. This was all through ARRA,

Ameri can Recovery and Rei nvestnment Act doll ars. And |

think we did a pretty good job of spreading of that

around. We utilized California Conservation Crews.

We used sonme of our own staff people. W used

vol unteers, Monument -- BLM and Monument peop

e

assisted. So we've been grabbing ahold of pretty much

anybody we can get to inplement some of this.

Wth that being said --

MS. ROSENTHAL: Because the fundi ng was

not to be used for Forest Service time to inpl

ement .

The whole point was to hire people to increase the
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wor kf or ce. But when that funding ran out, t

hen we

ended up with some actual facilities, but we still

needed to install them

MR. LADLEY: | want to start with

trails. Through ARRA funding and also some that was

directed over fromthe BLM -- correct nme if

" m wrong

on that -- we conmbined the Forest Service ARRA funding

for the National Monument and BLM fundi ng, and we got

California Conservation Crews out on the ground. W

actually had this crew for a total of a year

and a

hal f, so we were able to do a |l ot of work on the

district, on the National Monument and j ust

kept them

rolling. A very good crew. W were |ook lucky. W

had a superb crew | eader

So what did they do on the ground? They

| obbed brush, they maintained the trail tread, and as

the year and a half went on, they becanme nor

e and nore

skilled in rock work so either constructed or

reconstructed a nunmber of water bars and drainages.

They rebuilt retaining walls. They renoved

rock

falls, and some of this actually became kind of

i ndustrial and pretty interesting how they got this

stuff out of the trail. They cleared a number of

downed trees in different parts of the Monunment,

particularly up in the higher elevations, and reopened
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the trails. And if we had reroutes around downed
trees, they rehabilitated those areas, put the
original trail back.

So their acconplishments on the National
Monument were 30 mles of basic trail maintenance --

and some of that really needed mai ntenance -- 125

wat er bars and check danms were reconstructed, 350 feet

of retention walls were constructed, and 30 downed
trees were cut out of trails. Most of these weren't
small trees, you know, substantial blockages on the

trails. That was one part of what we did.

Then we al so had funding for materials. We

didn't have funding for people to inplement the use of

these materials, so that's where it all got really

interesting along the way. But at the Ri bbonwood

Equestri an Campground -- and this is one of the signs
| have a replacement for. So at the bottomit won't
be "National Forest" on there, but it will be

"Nati onal Monunment."

We replaced the worn picnic tables and fire

grills at Ri bbonwood Canpground with accessible
concrete picnic tables. They're durable and really

nice and new fire grills. At Pinyon Flats Canmpground

agai n anot her sign we have a replacenment for. We were

able to obtain the same tables and the campfire
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grills. We replaced all the tables and fire grills

within the Pinyon Flats Canpground. A couple of the
bi gger sites we put double tables in to accommodate

| arger groups.

I n Santa Rosa Mountain, the yell ow post
sites have long -- |1've been here eight years. Since
|*ve been here, that's been on our list as far as a
priority Monument project because basically they were
terrible, pretty degraded, all of them So that kind

of shows the need there. The fol ks on the Nati onal

Monument organized two vol unteer weekends where we had

a number of volunteers come up. We did have the

mat eri al s. We needed the | abor, and we adverti sed

this as fresh air, good food and heavy | abor, which it

was.
So this is installing the fire grills or
fire rings up on Santa Rosa Mountain at the yell ow
post sites. Yel | ow post is designated dispersed
canmpsites, ripping out the old, putting in the new.
This is one of the conpleted sites. W also cleaned
up the sites, did fire clearances, cut brush, put it
new yel | ow posts. You can somewhat see on the |eft
and the right. It's not quite the same angle, but it
is the same site. So we have the before and after.
It's really been a nice cleanup, a really nice group
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of volunteers that came out to join us for t
weekend.

So that weekend |I think we had 12
volunteers. We rehabilitated 16 yell ow post
sites. Ten of the sites we put in the concr

accessi bl e tabl es. In | ocati ons where the r

he

canp
ete

oads were

too rough to get the accessible tables in, we reused

some of the wood tables, our better tables t

hat had

been | eft over from other canpground where we al so put

in new tables. W added 16 new fire grills,
basically there was a huge effort over two d

A really good group of people. I
youngest was 19, and the ol dest was early se
Real fun, m xed group. The Friends also pro
cabin that weekend. We wanted to say thank
because that night it got really cold and re
wi ndy. We did the bulk of the work on a Sat
finished up on Sunday. This is Saturday eve
the cabin. W added some barbecue.

MR. WEBER: Did some serious e

t 0o. Got sonme good stuff there.

MR. LADLEY: Oh, yeabh. I f peo

and

ays.

t hink the
venti es.
vi ded the
you,

ally

urday and

ni ng at

ating,

ple are

going to come out and work that hard for a weekend, we

try to take care of them That's our job.

beauti ful sunset that evening, which is a tr
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vol unt eer weekend number two, some of these fol ks came
back again, which is awesone.

MR. WEBER: You didn't scare them off.
They are sturdy folks.

MR. LADLEY: Oh, my gosh. The second
weekend was to rehabilitate the Santa Rosa Spring
site, which also had two yell ow post canmpsites. The
canmpsites -- we had already done the work there, but
our biggest job was building a retaining wall to hold
back the bank that keeps crunbling and encroaching on
that site, the spring itself and the canmpsite and the
parking area. So that's some of our | andscaping
bl ocks. We call it the great wall. W started by
digging the trench, leveling the trench. These bl ocks
wei gh 84 pounds api ece.

MR. WEBER: You guys dig the trench by
hand?

MR. LADLEY: | had a backhoe up there
prior, but we still had a |ot of leveling to do and
started |laying the foundation blocks and then started
to build on the foundation.

MR. WEBER: Ni ce.

MR. LADLEY: We started more or less in
the center. One group went and split the group in
t wo. | think we had 11 people up there. Hal f the
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group went to the left, half the group went to the

right, and we started. Once we had our foundation, we

started building out, going up and keep com ng up.
It's the last block being laid, and then it got cap
bl ocks after that. And this was another day and a
hal f up there.

So that's the conpleted project up there
hol di ng back some of the hillside that you can see in
t he background. They finished that up by doing the
front filling and backfilling and doing the whole
site. We finished that up on a Sunday follow ng the
Saturday of really heavy | abor.

MR. KRUEPER: Any rehab to those tree
roots being exposed? Did you backfill behind there?

MR. LADLEY: About as high as we could
go.

MR. KRUEPER: | see all those trees up
there with their roots exposed.

MR. LADLEY: Yeah. We cut down -- our
fire cutting crew from one of the stations went up a

week prior to that, took down the trees that were

really hazardous up there, and we left the solid ones.

So yeah, everybody had a part. The fire crew also
donated a day, which hel ped a | ot. So the retaining
wal | at Santa Rosa was 72 feet linear |ength total,
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whi ch represented about 70,000 pounds of bl ock,
cl eaned up the side, recontoured and again just an
incredi ble effort. And again that evening we started
out with --

MS. ROSENTHAL: You are getting us
hungry, John.

MR. LADLEY: And bar becue. Anyone
that's going to help me move 70,000 pounds of bl ock

needs a reward or a psychol ogist, one of the two. W

camped out that night, told stories, had a slide show.

And again an incredible sunset. | did want to
hi ghl i ght some of the people that really were key,
particularly to the volunteer projects and that's
Stacey Well man from the Forest Service, who is our
Nati onal Monument technician, Arielle -- and | don't
know her | ast name -- who vol unteered.

MS. WATLI NG: Machi o.

MR. LADLEY: Thank you, who really

hel ped volunteers and crew and | ogistics with people.

Emly fromthe Bureau of Land Managenment, who also did

a whole |lot of the same with food | ogistics, the

peopl e logistics, making sure everybody got there, was

prepared with jackets and all, gloves, dirty boots.
And Steve Harrison, who is also right in the m ddle
wor ki ng hard, great guy.
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MS. ROSENTHAL: After our recreation
pl anner .
MR. LADLEY: Yes. And a special thanks

to all the volunteers that donated two weekends of

what was really, you know, really nice place to be but

very hard | abor. That's it.

(Appl ause.)

MR. LADLEY: Thanks for letting me share

t hat .

MR. KRUEPER: What was your CCC group
out of? Pomona or San Bernardi no?

MR. LADLEY: | believe, out of
San Bernardi no.

MR. KRUEPER: That group that you had

for your CCC group?

MR. LADLEY: Yeah. And Jose -- | should

know his | ast nane. Jose is an incredible
back-country crew | eader

MR. KRUEPER: We've been having sone

success with State Parks with two crews up in our park

this whole sunmmer. And yeah, the Pomona group has
really come through the fromthe CCC

MR. LADLEY: Excell ent. You can see
themreally bump up their skills over time, which has
been fun to see. All of a sudden | got a bunch of

G LLESPI E REPORTI NG & DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT, | NC. ——

73




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

kids that are directing retention-wall work and such,
and it's really neat to see.

MR. KRUEPER: And rem nd them they're
| eaving a | egacy that will probably last 50 to 60
years of a trail construction, which originally was
built in the 30s. Mar k, a question.

MR. WEBER: Li ke I mentioned to Laurie,
| really want to see the Boy Scouts troop be a part of
getting knee deep or neck deep in what you're doing as
appropriate up there. W've already made sonme
contact, but we've got a number of scouts |ooking for
Eagl e projects. To me that's exactly what we want to
do. We want to go up, we want to, you know,
i ncorporate the hiking and canpi ng experience and
doi ng the Eagle projects.

And so we've already made some contacts,
but I want to talk to you about that for sure because
| "ve got a nunmber of guys that could do that and
hopefully build that into the | egacy of what the troop
is doing and partner with you guys.

MR. LADLEY: There's al ways sonet hing
t hat needs doing. When we had the backhoe up there,
we al so did some |leveling at the top of Saw M|
Trail, so there was room for three or four cars for
parking at the top of the trail. So we got that
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little piece acconplished too.
CHAI RPERSON BROCKMAN: Any ot her

questions for John? Let's move on to our 4:30 item

action itemon work group establishment for, | assume,

t he upcom ng prograns. s this a review of what we

did | ast year?

MR. FOOTE: No, actually not. This is a

new action item and let me give you a little bit of
background on this. Some folks may recall that in
about year five or slightly beyond of the National
Monument, a BLM and Forest Service team visited the
area to do an assessment of where we are, what we had
acconpl i shed, what remains to be done and what worKks,
what wasn't working in the National Monument.

Wel |, another five years has already
passed, and | thought it m ght be appropriate to
really establish a work group that can report back to

t he Monument Advisory Commttee to really once again

eval uate where we are in the National Monunment, we are

we in terms of implementing the plan, what's worKking,
not wor ki ng, where can we inmprove, what are the

| ow- hanging fruits we can go right after, what are
some issues that are going to be a little nore

conpl ex, whether because of the nature of the project
or the funding issues that are facing us.
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So in your packet | provided a nunber of --
| think there's about five itens here, one going back
to the National Monument Plan, the first one being the
Nati onal Monument Comm ttee Advisory Report. This is
a reflection of what the Monument Advisory Commttee
at that time, when we were preparing the plan, w shed
t hat the federal agency would pursue, what was it that
was important to the Advisory Commttee, how did they
want to see that incorporated in the plan? And so
it's a good reference point for | ooking at an
assessment or current assessnment of where we stand now
in the National Monument.

The second handout here is simply trying
to, again, add some nopre context to it, |ooking at the
different program areas and conparing the BLM
California Desert Conservation Area Plan, that is a
basic | and use plan which still governs the National
Monument, with the San Bernardi no National Forest Land
Use PI an. Now, the Forest plan shows 1989. \When we
devel oped the National Monument Pl an, that was the
current version. This will need to be updated, too,
because there's been a revision to the Forest plan.

So we need to take that into consideration.

Anot her docunment in your packet, of course,

is the Record of Decision as just a general outline.
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This is a Record of Decision for the National Monument
Plan. This tells you how we | ooked at the National
Monument Advisory Commttee input, what we did to
i ncorporate that into the plan. Here's the deci sion.
Of course, you really need to |look at the entire plan
to get the full understanding. But it would be the
basis for doing another assessnment.

Foll owi ng up that in your packet is the
actual 2006 Management Assessnment that was put
t oget her by the Forest Service and BLM team  Again,
it makes recommendati ons. This would be another good
docunment to base current assessment on, where do we
come fromthis, have we made progress on sone of the
i ssues that that assessment teamidentified, have we
not made progress, what have we conpl eted, again, what
are we doing well, and what are we not doing well?

And the final document in your packet, just
for reference, is the Manager's Annual Report For
Fi scal Year 2010, which | devel oped earlier this year
to report on what we did in fiscal year '10. W also
have previous years' reports we can reflected upon.
The 2011 will be com ng

What | did not provide in your packet but
whi ch this group has been provided before was the

State of the National Landscape Conservation System

77
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fromthe WIderness Society, which was a report card

t hat went monument by monument, and there's specific
pages to this. Again, a good tool for assessing where
we're at. And | think -- and this is again for the
Monument Advisory Commttee to reflect on, and we
haven't had any specific direction to do this. But |
think fromthe standpoint of managing the National
Monument, it's always good to reflect on where we are,
where we're going and whether this particular body
sees our direction as the right way to go.

And so what |'m proposing here for the
group to take action is on is, do you agree that that
is a reasonabl e approach and to establish a work group
t hat we can convene on a nunber of occasions to pursue
this to really devel op our own analysis and assessnent
of the state of the National Monument in hopes of
moving us forward? | think this becomes really
i mportant as we get into reduced budgets to really
focus on those kinds of things that we can do that
we're sure we can acconpli sh.

Where we need help is where we need to
devel op partnershi ps, and we need to devel op nore
partnerships. There's any nunber of issues here that
go into assessment and | ooking for some assistance
here from members of this group, again, fromthe work
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group.

CHAI RPERSON BROCKMAN:  Any di scussi ons
or questions for JinP?

MR. FOQOTE: | guess we're | ooking for
vol unt eers.

MR. WATTENBARGER: Everybody is | ooking
down.

MR. FOOTE: And this would be simlar
to, I think, the work groups we established or the
product we reviewed today. W had three work group
meetings | thought were very productive. And |I would
not necessarily constrain it to everyone who wants to
put up their hand today or not put up their hand, but
"1l be forwarding information and try to set up some
dates to convene at a conveni ent neeting place and

open the door to any of the nmenbers that want to

participate in that. And hopefully we'll get a
response that will indicate that some will show up and
that will be enough to nove us forward and start this
process.

It's an additional workload, certainly, for

me, but | think it's a critical one. And | would
al nost envision that there would be at some point
com ng soon sone direction to do another assessment.

It's been five years. About five years ago the BLM

G LLESPI E REPORTI NG & DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT, | NC. ——

79




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

and Forest Service management thought it reasonable to

pursue this. Many of you were perhaps interviewed by
t hat assessment team because that was part of the
assessnment to | ook at how the public saw the Monument
as moving forward. | don't know as if it would go
into that at this point. | think this will mostly be
an internal effort fromthe agency working with the
Monument Advisory Commttee and any others that we
t hi nk woul d be reasonable to invite to the effort.

As you know, work groups can be conprised
of anybody that we feel is necessary to show up. | t
does not have to be open to just nmembers.

MR. MORGAN: It's also open to the
publi c.

MR. FOQOTE: Exactly. The public is
invited to these, invited to participate. There are
really no constraints on how this conmes together. So
| " m just |ooking for sone response, feedback, whether
this is a good idea that the MAC wants to be invol ved
with or not.

MR. KRUEPER: | think you have a good
proposal, Jim on that. You got some response the
| ast time you did a work group. You got some people
t oget her.

MR. MORGAN: | ' m pretty busy for the
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rest of this year, so starting after the new year
woul d be nore available than I will be for the rest of
this year.

MR. FOOTE: That's a good point. As we
get into the holiday seasons, there's always
difficulty. | think we convened our first nmeeting at
the |l ast work group in December, so we did beat the
Chri stmas holidays and still had a pretty good
turnout. | think it's matter of availability, and
certainly I would anticipate is probably no nmore than
one meeting, if we did have the meetings before the
end of the cal endar year, and then we can al ways catch
Jeff up to speed, if need be.

| think the timng of this will be of
consi derati on when we | ook at when the next MAC
meeting, maybe in terms of reporting back. Wuld we
want a finished product, or is this actually going to
take longer? |I'm not sure we would know that until we
get really into the details and we process forward
whet her or not we could really have a product for
reporting back to the MAC for action by the next
normal |y schedul ed MAC meeti ng, which would be March,
or if it would be del ayed. But nevertheless | think a
meeting would be useful.

CHAI RPERSON BROCKMAN: Ils there any
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top-down deadline you're trying to satisfy?

MR. FOQOTE: No, no. This is devel oped
down at this |evel. In fact the idea was just m ne
this | ast week, thinking that this would be a good
process going through preparing an agenda and | ooki ng
at this Monument assessnent done five years ago. And
amazingly five and a half years have gone by. And
it's timely to |l ook at this on a regular basis, and it
seems |ike every five years is a good time to do it.
And we're there.

MR. WATTENBARGER: So | guess that
answers nmy question. Do you feel that this is part of
the MAC's scope of work to |look at this on a periodic
basi s?

MR. FOOTE: Absol utely, to have this
input. Our desire is to seek recommendati ons fromthe
MAC on i mpl ementation of the plan, and an assessnment
is a good way to do that. It will be broader than the
exerci se we went through last time of prioritizing a
smal |l set of projects. This is looking much broader
and further down in terms of fiscal years. W won't
be | ooking just at the upcomng fiscal year, but we'll
be | ooking at a |l onger-range assessment, what can we
do in short-term what can we do in |long-term and
what's realistic, and where do we need to focus those
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efforts?

MR. WATTENBARGER: This kind of gives us
what they call the 30, 000-foot overview of the -- or
10,800 feet at the top of M. San Jacinto overview of
the Monument? That's what you kind of have here?

MR. FOQOTE: | would get to a | ower
el evation. That's maybe a little too broad. | would
get a little nore details.

MR. KRUEPER: Tram hei ght.

MR. WEBER: Basically you're having a
group of folks to start the process. | think probably
all of us agree that that makes sense to do that. | f
you're going to continue to have a plan, you have to
revisit it every few years, possibly meeting before
year end and then possibly neeting, you know, first

quarter prior to the next MAC neeting and then

continuing on as, you know, needed until conmpletion.
MR. FOQOTE: | think so. Normal |y these
ki nds of processes are -- we're back to the well-used

anal ogy of peeling the onion, that you start at one
poi nt and you really don't know what the next |evel of
i nvol vement is going to be until you start to peel
away those | ayers, and you may find that you have to
either focus the effort nore to make it realistic to

actually accomplish it. Those are the kinds of things
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t hat we can devel op al ong the way, and we have that
freedom and flexibility to do that since at this point
there's no mandate that we're working under to get
t his done.
| think this is a very good, proactive

approach to | ooking at Monument managenment and seeing
where we can go and what's our highest and best use,
if you will, making use of the resources we have,
where do we need to focus.

MR. WEBER: And | think it's a good push
to al so encourage the participation of the agencies
t hat should be sitting around this table that maybe
haven't taken action to appoint menbers or to have
fol ks, you know, that are stepping up, because when |
| ook at the attendance sheet and | see a |l ot of dark
spaces there, that's sad. And this is a way to engage
t hem maybe that they can have an inpact.

CHAI RPERSON BROCKMAN: Il think it's also
a way for some of our new nmenbers to get up to speed
on some of the background that has led up to the
Management Plan that we have and begin to discuss it

on a little bit mre detailed |l evel than we would see

just in print. So maybe | would | ook for, Mark, if
you would be willing to vol unteer.
MR. WEBER: |'d | ove to.
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CHAlI RPERSON BROCKMAN:  Jeff?

MR. WATTENBARGER: Well, you called ne a
newbi e, so --

CHAI RPERSON BROCKMAN: | had you two in
m nd. | think Jeff had indicated after the first of

the year he would be a bit more avail able, and I
certainly would be avail able as well.

MR. FOQOTE: | would also anticipate that
we woul d be | ooking at those other agency plans, for
instance, M. San Jacinto Plan, what's going on in
Fish and Ganme, those kinds of things that help us
provide a | andscape view, of course, and integrate the
assessnment with the how the MSHCP fits in with that,
| ooking at all these kinds of things.

See, there has been a | ot of changes since
the | ast assessment was done, one | arge one being the
adoption of the MSHCP, and | think that puts a certain
perspective on how we assess where we go and what we
can do in the future and integrating with those kinds
of other activities and pl ans.

CHAI RPERSON BROCKMAN: Not to prejudge
anyt hing, but just as a question, if the Management
Pl an had to be amended, what is the process of doing
that? |Is it the same process as the original
adoption?
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MR. FOQOTE: No. Well, yes and no.
Those famliar with nmonument plans would | ook fromthe
BLM perspective there are only a handful of actions
t hat actually amend the California Conservation Desert
Area Pl an. Most of the plans are really focused on
gui dance and some |evel of inplementation actions, so
unl ess there was a sense that the |and use plan
deci si on was needing a revision, then we would go at
and | ook at the process.

You woul dn't have to go through the | and
use plan amendnment process. We're just kind of
updating. We may have need to just go through a plan
mai nt enance activity, which is a whole different
thing. A lot of the actions we've identified in the
plan, in fact, do not necessitate devel opment of
addi ti onal NEPA because they're not a | and-all ocation
issue, like things dealing with interpretation. How
are you going to deal with interpretation on a
particul ar issue? WelIl, you don't have to do a NEPA
on that.

We may | ook at the existing plan and say,

t hat needs sone refinement. We need to change
direction of whatever we are going here, whether it's
not cl ear enough or needs a new focus. That's the

kind of thing of, if we have an assessment of where
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we're at, we can really detail.

So part of, as we move this process, wll
be | ooking at where we are now. And that's going to
require a certain amount of background, saying, what
have we done? We need to conpile those kinds of
t hi ngs. Where are we now? And | think that's where
we al ways have to start, |ooking at where we've been,
where we are now, before you |look at the future.

| can't say -- right now !l can't put

t oget her and give you a full package of where we are.

That's going to require a little work to put together.

So | think in advance of our first nmeeting, | would
tend to do something of that nature so that we have a
sense of where we are. | provided these materials

t oday as, say, some homework for those that want to
participate. There should be sonme understandi ng of
what our plan is, what the previous assessnent
identified, where the MAC back in 2002 thought we
shoul d be going, what direction and whet her or not
that's still relevant or pertinent, what parts are,
what parts aren't so that, when we have the first
meeting, there's an historical basis from which to
bui | d. | think that's really critical so that we can
have productive neetings and not have to spend an

awful lot of time of where we were in a historical
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sense.

MR. WEBER: Just |l ooking at it, I'm
starting to do my homewor k here. You had a power f ul
commttee of folks there. That's an inmpressive group
of folks here, some of them still around the table.
And it | ooks |like you nmet seven times in 2002 to
accomplish this, so a lot of activity and field trips,
smal | er work groups. It's a | ot of work. But | think
it's something that needs to be done. |"d love to
pl ay a part and hel p.

CHAI RPERSON BROCKMAN: As usual we
expect sonme direction from our DFO when we get to the
poi nt of having to make some choices or at |east give
us some direction for considerations for amendi ng
various parts of our Management Pl an.

MR. FOQOTE: Clarity will be forthcom ng,
| hope.

MR. KRUEPER: Okay.

CHAI RPERSON BROCKMAN: Okay. So we will
kind of wait for you to send on us some notices on
that and see if we can find a place to meet and get
going on it.

MS. ROSENTHAL: Just a clarification.
| "ve heard a few people say they were interested. But
are you asking at this point who's interested to be on

G LLESPI E REPORTI NG & DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT, INC.—————88




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

the commttee, or are you just going to send out an
e-mai | and whoever wants to come or --

MR. FOOTE: Well, both. | think we got
some interest today from others, but there are others
that aren't here that may want to participate. So it
will be an open invitation.

CHAI RPERSON BROCKMAN: Okay. We have

some updates from BLM | and exchange.

MR. FOOTE: We're right back to being on

schedul e right at 5:00. W caught up. In terms of

t he Agua Caliente proposed | and exchange, there was a
downl oad of where we were at the last March 7th
meeting, so | won't go over all of that. lt's just

t hat simply nothing has changed since then. We still
anticipate going out with a Notice of Intent to
prepare an EIS this fall with Iikely scoping meetings
t hat woul d occur in the January-February timeframe to

identify the issues to be addressed in the EI'S. That

wi Il take advantage of those fol ks who are very much
interested in trail issues when we'll be back in the
valley, and he will try to attend and participate in

t hose meetings, which is why we're del aying nmoving
forward with the NOI

But we'll be |l ooking to publish that in
this fall in anticipating we'll have public meetings
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in effect that part of the cal endar year.

MR. MORGAN: A question. Are you doing

it inhouse or sending it out?
MR. FOQOTE: Largely inhouse.

don't have to be this expansive documentatio

ElI S's

n. EIS is

more process than it is a change in what is your

environment al analysis. There will be some
anal ysis required, as we'll be devel oping ad
alternatives. But | believe we can fill a |

based on work we already have.
MR. MORGAN: "' m not sure you

much on t hat.

addi ti onal
ditional

ot of that

can build

MR. WATTENBARGER: | don't know what

your acronymis, EIR, whatever you prepare.
approved by anybody or submtted to anybody?

MR. FOOTE: At this stage we p

Il s that

repared an

environment al assessment. One of the primary

functions of that is to determ ne whether an
necessary or environmental inpact statenent,
t he non-federal side is the equival ent of an
as we go through the regulatory process for
that, the first step of which is to devel op
of Intent to prepare an EIS, and that then |
t he public scoping meetings, and the public
invited to assist in identifying what issues
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be addressed in this EIR.  And then we nove on to
preparation of the draft EIS, at which point we'll
issue that with a range of alternatives for public
comment review, ultimately leading to a final EI'S and
deci si on.

MR. WATTENBARGER: So that's a required
docunment, the EIS?

MR. FOQOTE: Once we determne if we're
going to proceed with the action and we determ ne that
there is potential significant inmpacts in the
environment, yes, we would have to prepare an EIS to
reach a deci sion.

MR. WATTENBARGER: Is that the action of
t he actual exchange itself?

MR. FOQOTE: Yes.

MR. WATTENBARGER: Thank you

MR. FOOTE: Any other questions on the
| and exchange?

MR. KALISH: One real difference in
overall attack that we plan to take in preparing this
EISis very up front. We really get actively involved
with the public, and the constituency groups, those
i ndi viduals and groups that have some real issues tied
into this |l and exchange, really open up that dial ogue.
As we go into the issue identification and scoping
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process, | think, as we prepared it originally the

environnmental assessnent, we knew there were sone

i ssues out there.

We didn't really anticipate the |evel of

controversy tied into this |and exchange. W

fully understand it, and we definitely intend

now

to

really be out there, up front, really having a

di al ogue with the public about all of the issues that

t hey brought forth during the environmental assessment

process and then any new i ssues that they're going to

bring forth as we go into the scoping process.

will be handled a little bit differently than

So it

we

handl ed the preparation of the environment assessnent.

MR. FOQOTE: For anyone interested in

| ooking at a detailed map of what the exchange parcels

are, | also have that here if you'd like to |look at it

after the meeting.

The next issue is the Wnd Energy

Partnership proposed project. W nd Energy Partnership

is actually the name of the Cabazon W nd Energy

project, the Bill and Brad Adams Company, W nd Energy

Partnership. Again not much has changed since the

| ast meeting, but 1'll ask John to throw in a
updat e of what has happened.

MR. KALI SH: Well, we've been
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coordinating with the County in that there was a

County side to the project. The actual wi nd turbines
will be on private | ands and the ancillary facilities
on BLM |l ands. The agreenent is that we will go into a

joint EIS/EIR for this project.

Ri ght now Bill and Brad Adans, the project
proponents, are going through some phases of their
project design, working with some of the County
agencies. There may be sone design alterations, one
of which we understand from di scussions. The actual
project would be placed on very steep terrain right
over in the Fingal's Finger area very close to
W ndy Point in Snow Creek.

There is an issue that's been raised on the
st eepness of the roads going up to each of the w nd
turbi ne paths and the ability for emergency vehicles
to be able to negotiate those roads. So based on
t hat, we understand there is some redesign process
that's going on as far as their overall proposal
before they can actually submt a final project design
t hat we would nmove forward as their proposed action.

So fromtheir standpoint the project is
still in the works, as far as them finalizing and
doing final refinements on their project design. At
some point they'll have that conpleted. They'llI
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submt the final project designs and the devel opnment
pl ans and then will initiate the process with the
County and start an environmental analysis on that
overall project.

MR. MORGAN: M\What's the tineline, John?
Do you have any idea?

MR. KALI SH: We have not been told from
t he Adams what their time are for that subm ssion of
final plan of devel opment.

MR. WATTENBARGER: Did the devel opers
pay for the studies that folks in the County are going
to do?

MR. KALI SH: The project proponent under
our own right-of-way regul ations, they do pay for
nearly all of the processing of their proposal on the
federal side, and it's a very simlar process on the
county side al so.

MR. WATTENBARGER: Because there was a
di scussion last time about a joint -- | guess they
wor ked with Bob or these people or sonebody fromthe
County as far as working together, BLM and the County.

MR. LYMAN: Joint EIS/EIR

MR. KALI SH: It is a joint EIS/EIR
process. We would devel op an agreement with the
County. There woul d be provisions for the hiring of a
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consulting firm who would actually work on conpleting
the EI'S/EIR document paid for by the project proponent
but working for the BLM on the federal side and the
County on the CEQA side.

MR. WATTENBARGER: | ndependent fromthe
devel opers' consultants, an independent consulting
conpany?

MR. KALI SH: It would be an independent
company; that's correct.

MR. WATTENBARGER: Okay. There was al so
a discussion about some deal that was made a long tinme
ago about no hillside wind turbines on that side of
| -10. What's the status of that?

MR. KALISH: Well, part of the actual
proposal that will be analyzed is an amendnment to the
General Plan that would change that to allow for
devel opment on those steep slopes that are south of
| -10. So there's a couple of actual plan
amendments -- General Plan amendnments on the County
side that would be analyzed within the overall
El S/ ElI R.

MR. WATTENBARGER: And the County has
ultimate say-so on the approval process?

MR. LYMAN: Yeah. And one of the things

that's going forward under the new County process
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is -- it's called GPIP, and before anything ever goes
to a General Plan amendnent, it has to be authorized
by the board of supervisors to go forward. So it's a
t wo- step process now.

MR. WEBER: Wuld this also cone into
pl ay, |like some of the solar, where -- while this is
not necessarily -- it's not private land; right? A
t wo- percent fee or renewable energy kind of, for |ack
of a better word, tax?

MR. LYMAN: As of today, that
unm tigable impact fee that's being proposed does not
i nclude wi nd because we have a thing called
W nd- Ener gy Management Plan that they pay a
per-kil owatt charge.

MR. WEBER: | s that supposed to go into

a fund to mtigate inpacts?

MR. WATTENBARGER: It's an ongoi ng fund?

MR. MORGAN: It's a County general fund,

actually.

MR. LYMAN: No. W nd does not go
t hrough a general fund. Have you peopl e heard about
the two percent? |It's no |onger two percent.

MR. WEBER: Yeah. Those were opposed.
| just think that whole thing should be explored as

wel | .

G LLESPI E REPORTI NG & DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT, | NC. ——

96




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

MR. LYMAN: There have been sone
comment s about that.

MR. WEBER: How bi g? Again these
turbi nes were ginormus, huge generators.

MR. KALI SH: Over three-nmegawatt

machi nes.

MR. LYMAN: The big ones are 417 feet at

the top of the propellor.

MR. WEBER: So you're tal king about the
same kind of generation capacity as a pretty good
si zeabl e piece of property for solar, either fixed
panel or concentrated, and |I don't know. | think
that's something that needs to be also put into the
m Xx.

MR. MORGAN: When you | ook at these
wi nd- devel opnment projects, all else said, we've got
2,000 acres here, and we're only going to disturb 300
acres because there's only going to be one here, one

t here. But as you know, it changes the whole --

VMR. WEBER: Four hundred feet, 400 feet.

MR. MORGAN: -- changes the whol e
si tuati on.
MR. WEBER: The flight paths and whol e
kit and caboodle. At some point it's enough.
MR. MORGAN: They're going to try a
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per-acre mtigation fee or something |like that. And

even though they're using 2,000 acres, they

"We're only using a small amount.”

say,

CHAlI RPERSON BROCKMAN:  Any ot her

gquestions?

Okay. Laurie, do you have an update for

us?

MS. ROSENTHAL: | "ve already given you

an update on the reorganization, and |'ve tal ked about

Santa Rosa facilities. The only other thing that |

want to just touch on is the fire and fuels

situation

as we get into the Santa Anas. Maybe you don't

realize, but the Forest Service has a direct
protection area that includes Agua Caliente,

but there's a | ot of the Monument that's not

as wel |,

really

very accessible for firefighters. And so we're very

fortunate to have Helicopter 535, which is t

he one

that's based out of Keenwild up in Idyllwild, that's

dedi cated to the Monunent.

And as you know -- or maybe you don't know

if you' re down here, but over the past w nter

tremendous amount of rain and snowfall, and,

of

course, that brings a grass crop. And so we really

expected we were going to have some major fi

we' ve been very fortunate that -- you know,

G LLESPI E REPORTI NG & DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT,

res, and
initial

I NC. ———

we had a

98




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

fires in the beginning of the spring and summer. And
so the only, you know, somewhat thing to note was the
palm fire on September 8th, which was 20 acres in
Agua Cal i ente. But it was on the flats, so that's
really good, and it was contained within 24 hours, and
we managed to save all the archaeol ogical artifacts.
And the cultural resources was a major concern with
the tribe there. So we used a wet, rather than -- we
didn't have people going in there with hand crews
much. We just used water over the circunference, so
t hat was really successful as well.

Then you probably all know about the recent
t hunderstorns that we've had, just hundreds and
hundreds of |ightning strikes, but because we had rain
with it, again we were very fortunate. W know of
only one little fire. It was a log up in Santa Rosa,
and that got put out. It's still possible that
there's some hol dover fires that we don't know about
fromthose but, as each day goes by, |less and | ess
chance. So let's hope that things will continue
really quiet as we approach to the Santa Anas. And
that's my report.

CHAI RPERSON BROCKMAN: Did you have any

update on the Corridor Managenent Pl an?

MS. ROSENTHAL: Oh, thank you. | forgot
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about that. W are in the final phase now of the

Corridor Management Plan. We've had all the public

comments. We've had how many meetings -- | don't
know -- five or so. And each one of those workshops
was done in three different places. It was done down

in Pinyon; it was done in Garner Valley; and it was
done up in ldyllwild. So we probably had, |ike, 12 or
15 meetings this past year already.

MS. WATLING: Then on the reservation
t 00.

MS. ROSENTHAL: Ri ght, right. | nst ead
of going to Pinyon, they went to Santa Rosa
reservation. That was a really nice facility. And
we' ve had sone really, really good comments. We could
have never done this in a vacuum people that just
know this area so well. And so right now the teamis
wor ki ng on the actual document, and it should be --
the draft has come out, and right now we're just doing
some internal comment, and it will be com ng out
before the next and final public meeting. There's
only one nore public nmeeting, one set of public
meetings, and |I'mthinking that they m ght make it one
public meeting, because this is where we're getting to
t he point where they're going to be asking the
gquestion, "Do you want to go to the next stage?" which
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is to apply to beconme a National Scenic Byway.

This is the first step, doing the Corridor

Management Pl an, and at that point it doesn't

mak e

sense to have three different meetings, because what

if two of them say one way and then the other

says the

ot her way? So at this point it makes sense to bring

everybody together and sit around the table and talk

about, well, do we want to do it? And if so, how are
we going to organi ze ourselves?

So you should be receiving, | would say, in
t he next month or so, the draft, because | don't think
t hey want to have a meeting w thout you actually
reading it first. And you know, that's another thing,

that | would strongly encourage there to be

representation fromthe Monument Advisory Commttee,

you know, because the Monument is a very inmportant

part of this right now, the Scenic Hi ghway that we

have.

So | think you're all on my mailing |ist.

Have you all been receiving e-mails about the various

meetings that happened this past year? Okay. Good.
CHAI RPERSON BROCKMAN: | think so.
MR. WATTENBARGER: | don't think | am
but I'm a newbie, so --
MS. ROSENTHAL: Jim if you could make
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sure that everybody on the Advisory Commttee is part
of the final e-mail, which will be the draft document,
and then | et everybody know when the final meeting is.

CHAI RPERSON BROCKMAN: Now, of course
any comments that come fromus will be as individuals,
since we will not be able to meet as a comm ttee
bef ore your next neeting.

MS. ROSENTHAL: Any ideas, Jim about
t hat ?

MR. FOOTE: The only way around that
woul d be to convene another meeting of the Monunment
Advi sory Comm ttee.

MR. WATTENBARGER: You' ve told us about
this before. | would have thought if we had any
comments, we would have told you by now.

MR. FOOTE: The only way the group could
make a recommendation as a group would be to convene
at anot her meeting, which requires the Federal
Regi ster of publication and scheduling. That's the
only way, but otherw se you're right; as individuals,
everyone can comment.

MR. WATTENBARGER: | vote yes. The
helicopter in ldyllwld, where is that stationed or
what ever ?

MS. ROSENTHAL: Where is Keenwi | d?
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Well, as you go through Mountain Center if you're
comng fromthe desert, on the right-hand side you'l
see where on Highway 243 it will say "Keenwild Fire
Station," and then if you drive up to the top of that
hill, that's where the heli-base is.

MR. WATTENBARGER: Thanks for rem ndi ng
me. We were hiking up there on Labor Day, and, yes,
it rained a lot up at the top of the tram

MS. ROSENTHAL: Of course, we need the
rain.

MR. WATTENBARGER: Yes, sir. Yes,
ma' am

CHAI RPERSON BROCKMAN:  Thanks, Lauri e.

MS. ROSENTHAL: Anything else that |
forgot to report?

CHAI RPERSON BROCKMAN: | don't think so.
It's all on here. Reports and updates on Monunment and
non- Monument projects. Before we do that, we will
conti nue now with John's update for the BLM

MR. KALI SH: Yeah. Just a coupl e of
things that | think would be well worth reporting. At
the end of | ast week, Friday and Saturday, the Deputy
Secretary of Interior, David Hayes, came out for a
visit. We met him down in San Diego. And really the

whol e purpose of his visit out here was to | ook at a
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coupl e of areas that we manage down in San Di ego
County, one being Hauser Mountain, which is designated
as a wilderness study area, |located very close to the
town of Campo right on the border. In fact, if you' ve
ever been down to where the Pacific Crest Trail
originates down on the U.S./Mexican border, if you
were to | eave that trail head and start north on your
journey up to Canada, you would go through some flats
on the edge of a little community of Canmpo across a
hi ghway, and then the very first mountain that you
woul d start to climb is Hauser Mount ain.

It's quite a relic area. In fact it's
dom nated by chaparral, which is one area that there
has not been a history of wildland fire on that
mount ai n. It's very inmportant ecologically and very
rich in historic and cultural resources and excell ent
views and presents some real back-country and
wi | derness types of outdoor recreation opportunities.

The other area that the deputy secretary
was focused in on is Beauty Mountain, which is |ocated
ri ght south of Anza. In 2009 Congresswoman Bono Mack,
t hrough her own | egislation, got the north half of
Beauty Mountain designated as wil derness, which really
enconpassed all of the BLM I ands north of the

San Di ego- Ri verside County line, lands within her own

104
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district. The south half of Beauty Mountain down in
San Di ego County is in Congressman |Issa's office.

The one issue that still had to be resol ved
i nvolving the | and south of the county line is that
there were quite a few interspersed private | ands
within that area that really would have made managi ng
that area as wi |l derness very difficult. But due to
some incredible efforts by some planned conservanci es
and the conservation funds and our old state director
Ed Hastey, who continues to work very diligently in
acquiring some legally incredible wldlands, they were
able to block up essentially the entire south half of
Beauty Mountain within San Di ego County.

Congressman | ssa went through a process of
working with all the | ocal constituencies to resolve
any of the issues that had been raised about a
potenti al designation of that area and has introduced
a bill to designate the south half of Beauty Mountain
as wi |l derness which, when conmbined with the north
hal f, would result in a little over 29, 000-acre
wi | derness area, just an incredible, very diverse,
very uni que area.

Also froma diversity standpoint, it has
| ots of chaparral, coastal sage scrub. It gets up

into some areas where there's Coulter pine trees.
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There's riparian and aquatic habitats, just overall
just an incredible area that offers many opportunities
for wilderness-type recreation.

So the deputy secretary was really | ooking
at those two areas. But the overall message in all of
this is that there's really a bigger picture to this
in that these few areas are being | ooked at as
potentially conponent parts of a much | arger
California wilderness legislative effort to | ook at
ot her potential wilderness designations throughout
California as well as a potential designation for the
San Jacinto National Monument, which would pretty much
butt up against the Santa Rosa and San Jacinto
Mount ai ns Nati onal Monument, of course, a very
exciting proposition if that were to go through.

So sonme of these overall efforts are now in
the works for this upcom ng year to | ook at other
potential areas, very high-value areas, some of the
| ast gens within the State of California for either
wi | derness or National Monunment | evel protection. So
t hat was a very encouraging few days and really a
great neeting with the deputy secretary to see that
there's that |evel of support from high up in the
Department of Interior for that |evel of overall
protective designations.
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And the last thing is that Jim had
menti oned our South Coast Resource Management Pl an
revision that is going to hit the streets actually
this week. The Notice of Availability for the Draft
Environment al | npact Statenment and Resource Management
Pl an Revision will be published in the Federal
Regi ster on Friday, and we're in the process of
mai | i ng copi es out.

The South Coast RMP enconpasses about
130, 000 acres of lands within Western Riverside
County, a few | ands over in Los Angel es County and
additional BLM | ands and in San Di ego County,
i ncludi ng Beauty Mountain, Hauser, Otay Mountain,
Tecate Peak and some other real gems | ocated down
wi thin that area.

One of the real purposes of our Land Use
Plan Revision is to just in recognizing the real
val ues of the remnant | ands that are still under BLM
managenment . In those areas we see a real need to
bring our management into consistency with habitat
conservation planning efforts that are going on in
western Riverside County and especially down in
San Di ego County, with two plans down there.

But if you | ook at the overall chall enges
of managi ng those | ands, we have some of the nost
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sensitive lands, the most T and E species, habitat
areas at least within the BLM system but those | ands
are in very close proximty to mllions of people. So
we're dealing with those chall enges of managi ng
extremely sensitive resources in proximty to |ots of
peopl e and subsequently a | ot of demands that are
bei ng placed on those I ands. And so we hope to really
address all of those issues within that |and use pl an.

So spread the word, and the plan will be
out for 90 days for a public comment period. And
we're hoping to have a | ot of involvement fromthe
public and really addressing all of those issues down
in that area. So keep an eye out for that plan. And
t hat's about it.

CHAI RPERSON BROCKMAN: Thanks, John.
Any questions? Jim do you have anything else?
MR. FOOTE: Yeah. Just a few things.

Our park ranger Emly Horner is receiving the Silver
Award For Excellence in Interpretation by the National
Associ ation of Interpreters. She'll be receiving that
award at the annual NAI conference in Twin Cities in
this com ng Novenber. So congratulations to Emly on
the Silver Award.

For those that recall, a nunber of years
ago an interpretive specialist, Tracy Al brecht, won
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the Gold Award. So as a National Monument we've done
very well in the interpretive side in receiving awards
and deservedly so.

In fact just this |last week Emly, who is a
certified trainer for interpretation, trained a nunber
of folks, including staff for the National Monument
and volunteers as certified interpretive guides, a
program sponsored by the National Interpreters
Associ ati on. So that's another big plus for us is
that, as we get further down the road here, nore and
more of our staff and volunteers are qualified to

of fer high-level interpretive programs for the public.

Al so for those that noticed -- in fact ny
last trip up the hill on Hi ghway 74 -- that Caltrans
has installed the center line rumble strip. That's

been a long time com ng, certainly in demand fromthe
Pi nyon Community and others, very desirable. And |
didn't know what it would | ook |ike.

MS. WATLI NG: | didn't either.

MR. FOQOTE: It's certainly noticeable.
You don't notice until you drive over it.

MR. MORGAN: You shouldn't drive over
it.

MR. FOQOTE: | tried it. Yes, | gave it

a whirl. It does wake you up, and its intent is to
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keep people from veering across into the oncom ng
traffic.

MR. MORGAN: Which they do every week

MR. FOQOTE: Yeah, they do it constantly,
but this is a step in the right direction. And thanks
to Caltrans for their work on that.

MS. WATLING: And the guardrail.

MR. FOOTE: And the guardrail, the
additi onal guardrail. Cal trans has been stepping up
to the plate despite the State's econom c woes.
They' ve been doing a good job up there.

Before | forget, | certainly want to thank
Di ane Mann, our court reporter here, for the Monument
Advi sory Comm ttee here. She's been here a number of
occasi ons and somehow manages to get through all the
noi se and racket here and hear what we're saying and
make something intelligible out of it.

THE REPORTER: This is new.

MR. FOOTE: And this is a new thing with
the cricket sound. Haven't had that before. A new
chal | enge.

MR. WEBER: Def erred mai nt enance.

MR. FOOTE: That's right. And just
before | forget here, our next scheduled meeting is
going to be the first Monday in March, which would be
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Mar ch 5t h. So right now we'll be | ooking forward to
t hat date. And of course |I'll keep updating everyone
in e-mail. As that approaches and we nove this
process along with our assessment, then we woul d have
to have a report at |east on the status of where we
are right now. And that's it for nme.

CHAI RPERSON BROCKMAN: Okay. As | ong as
we're giving thanks, | think it's appropriate to thank
Al Muth for his past contributions to this commttee.
So on behalf of the current and the past Monument
Advi sory Comm ttee, thank you, Al.

MR. MUTH: Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

CHAlI RPERSON BROCKMAN: Are there any
ot her comments from comm ttee menbers?

MR. MUTH: Is this the last itemin the

agenda packet, the Inmperial Dam Bus Tour? Let me beat

you to it, Jim I f you've not been on that tour, it
is well worth getting there at 6:30 a. m It will take
the full day, but it's just a great tour. lt's well
worth it.

MS. WATLI NG: | second that.

CHAI RPERSON BROCKMAN: Yeah. | ve done
t hat too.

MR. LYMAN: It's a good tour.
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MR. FOOTE: Thank you, Al. | forgot to

get to the last part of the attachments. Yes, the

| mperi al Dam Bus Tour, again, sponsored by Friends of

t he Desert Mountains, so proceeds go back to support

t he National Monument. So aside fromit being an
educational tour, it also supports our National
Monument .

Al so at the packet at the end is the

2011-2012 cal endar of events. This was devel oped back

in the May-June timeframe in order to make some of the

publications |ike the annual edition of "Palm Springs

Life" in which they publish all the upcom ng events.

That's in the Septenber issue, and so we had to nmeet

t hat deadl i ne. But is typical as the year goes on, we

will amend this. We will add additional prograns as

time goes on. This is a snapshot from what we knew

back a few mont hs ago what we are going to cover over

the course of the next year.
There is also a little flyer on the Sixth

Annual Garden Community Desert Day sponsored by City

of Palm Desert. We have typically had a table at the

event. Certainly encourage you to go to that.

One last item-- and | have a reprint if

you want to | ook at this. The current issue of "Palm

Springs Life," the Septenber issue -- this is the one
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that's bound and placed in the hotel rooms -- really
speaks to what Ed Hastey called the string of pearls,
and it's the special areas that surround the
Coachell a Vall ey, being the National Monument,
Anza-Borrego Desert State Park, the Coachella Valley
Preserve, Mecca Hills W I derness, the Maricopa
Mount ai ns W | derness, Joshua Tree National Park,

Bi g Morongo Canyon Preserve.

And of course what we may end up with is
t he Sands to Snow National Monument. And again
Ed Hastey referred to this years ago as the string of
pearls surrounding the Coachella Valley. And Ed has
some comments in here. But this is a pictorial of all
those areas. That's in the current issue of "Palm
Springs Life."” | certainly encourage you to pick up a
copy. I f you want to | ook at the article, you can
feel free to ook at this after the meeting as well.
So there's a real good partnership, again, with
"Pal m Springs Life."

We, of course, concluded our tenth
anniversary for the National Monument. We had eight
i ssues of "Palm Springs Life" with articles that
focused on the National Monument or some of the
surroundi ng areas, and that was photography by

Tom Brewster, and the article was witten by
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Ann Japenga, quite a partnership, and concluding with
the Tom Brewster Photography Show at the M chael Lord
Gal l ery featuring all of the photography of the
Nati onal Monument . So a very successful year for the
tenth anniversary and the number of prograns we did
t hat focused on that.
So now we | ook forward to the next time we

do this, which |I guess would be 2020, if we have a
20t h anniversary. So pl an. Get ready for that. And
that's it for me now.

CHAI RPERSON BROCKMAN: Are you sure?

MR. FOOTE: Yes. | think I'"m sure.
Thanks, Bob.

CHAI RPERSON BROCKMAN: Anybody else? If
not, we are adjourned.

(The proceedi ngs were concluded at 5:39 p.m)

-000-
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

|, DI ANE CARVER MANN, a certified shorthand
reporter, do hereby certify that the foregoing pages
conprise a full, true and correct transcription of the
proceedi ngs had and the testi nony taken at the hearing
in the hereinbefore-entitled matter of the Meeting of
t he Santa Rosa and San Jacinto Mountains National
Monument Advisory Commttee.

Dated this 20th day of October, 2011, at

Chi no, Californi a.

DI ANE CARVER MANN, CSR NO. 6008
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