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Year  2013 Inventory Unit Number/Name    WIU #CDCA 183, South of Jawbone 

Canyon   

 

FORM 1 

 

Documentation of BLM Wilderness Inventory Findings On Record 
 

1.   Is there existing BLM wilderness inventory information on all or part of this 

area? 

 

Yes  

 

Inventory Source: 1979 CDCA Wilderness Inventory Final Descriptive Narratives, 

BLM Ridgecrest FO 

 

Inventory Unit Name(s)/Number(s): WIU #CDCA 183 

 

Map Name(s)/Number(s): USDI BLM CASO Wilderness Final Inventory, March 31, 

1979 

 

BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): Ridgecrest Field Office 

 

2.  BLM Inventory Findings on Record 

 

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics: 

 

Inventory Source:  1979 CDCA Wilderness Inventory Final Descriptive Narratives, BLM, 

Ridgecrest FO  

     

Unit#/ 

Name 

Size 

(acres) 

Natural 

Condition? 

Y/N 

Outstanding 

Solitude? 

Y/N 

Outstanding 

Primitive & 

Unconfined 

Recreation? 

Y/N 

Supplemental 

Values? 

Y/N 

1979 Findings within 

WIU #CDCA 183  

 
Y N N N N/A 

2013 Findings within 

WIU #CDCA 183 

 

Y  

(29,817 

acres) 

N N/A N/A N/A 

 

Summarize any known primary reasons for prior findings in this table: 
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The 1979 CDCA Wilderness Inventory defines the boundaries of CDCA183 as: Jawbone 

Canyon Road to the north; the Los Angeles Aqueduct maintenance road to the east; a privately 

maintained road used by ranchers and not open for public use from Lone Tree Canyon north to 

Jawbone Canyon Road to the west; and maintained roads for access to ranching operations to the 

south.  

 

The vegetation of the unit was found to be very diverse and scenic. The southeastern portion of 

the unit contains creosote and other associated desert shrub, while the northern portion supports 

big sage, scatterd stands of Jumiper trees, creosote, and other desert vegetation.  

 

The topography of CDCA183 is comprised of gradually sloping and steep bajadas, large valleys, 

mountains, and high rolling hills.  

 

The inventory concluded that the unit should be eliminated from wilderness consideration based 

on the collective impact of several man-made developments including mining operations and 

associated roads, and several off-road vehicle ways. In addition, analysis of the unit found that 

opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined recreation were restricted due to the 

numerous off-road vehicle trails.  
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FORM 2 

 

Documentation Of Current Wilderness Inventory Conditions 
 

Unit Number/Name WIU #CDCA 183, Kiavah  

   

  (1) Sufficient size 

 

  Yes  

Acreage: Overall, the unit totals 29,817 acres. 14,525 acres of the unit are 

managed by BLM including 6 discontiguos plots to the north of the unit totaling 

3,459 acres, and one remaining section of BLM central to the unit covering 

11,053 acres.  

  

Boundary revision: The unit is bounded by Jawbone Canyon Road to the north 

and Pinetree Canyon Road to the south. Highway 14 makes up a section of the 

western boundary and the Los Angeles Aqueduct maintanence road the eastern 

frame.    

 

Description of Current Conditions 

 

Land ownership: BLM 14,525 acres (48%); private inholdings 15,292 acres 

 

Location: Approximately 30 miles southwest of Ridgecrest and 10 miles north of 

California City.  

 

Topography: Diverse, scenic, mountainous, and rugged.  

 

Vegetation features: Creosote, sage, Juniper trees, annual grasses. Vegetation is 

widespread and occurs at high densities in some areas. 

 

Major human uses/activities: Hiking 

 

(2) Natural condition 

NO. The unit contains several substantially noticeable man-made developments. To the south of 

eligible portion of the unit exists intensive development including a network of maintained roads 

and impacts related to the Gov. Edmund G. Brown California Aqueduct. To the northeast are a 

series of long and winding maintained wilderness inventory roads and mining developments. 

OHV activity is also present. Collectively, these develpments degrade the primitive character of 

the land, thus eliminating CDCA-183 from additional wilderness consideration.  

(3) Outstanding opportunities for solitude 

N/A 

(4) Outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation 

N/A 

(5) Supplemental Values 

N/A 


