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Wilderness Characteristics Inventory (Public) 

 FORM 1 

Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings on Record 

1.  Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of the area? 

No _______ (Go to Form 2) Yes ___X___ (If yes, and if more than one area is within the area, list the unique identifiers 
for those areas.): 

a. Inventory Source: ___1979 Wilderness Inventory Files___ 

b. Inventory Area Unique Identifier (s): ___CA-060-025-A+B___ 

c. Map Name (s)/Number(s): ___USDI BLM CASO Wilderness Final Inventory, Dec. 1979___ 

d. BLM District (s)/Field Office (s): LLCAD07000 – El Centro Field Office 

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record: 

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one BLM inventory area is 
associated with the area, list each and answer each question individually for each inventory area): 

Inventory Source: ___1979 Wilderness Inventory Files___ 

Area Unique 
Identifier 

Sufficient 
Size? 
Yes/No 
(acres) 

Naturalness? 
Yes/No 

Outstanding 
Solitude? 
Yes/No 

Outstanding 
Primitive & 
Unconfined 
Recreation? 
Yes/No 

Supplemental 
Values? 
Yes/No 

CA-060-025-A 22,082 Yes, portion Yes, portion Yes, portion Yes 
CA-060-025-B 1,002 No No No Yes 
      
      
      
 

The eastern portion of this unit became Carrizo Gorge Wilderness Study Area having no mining activity and generally 
unaffected by man. 

 

 

 

  



Wilderness Characteristics Inventory (Public) 

 FORM 2 

 Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics 

Area Unique Identifier __ESDC_3__ Acreage ___4,683___ 

(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate separately). 

In completing steps (1) – (5), use additional space as necessary. 

(1) Is the area of sufficient size?  (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes” 
and describe the exception in the space provided below). 

  Yes ____X_____ No __________ 

Note: If “No is checked, the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “N/A” for the remaining questions 
below. 

Description (describe the boundaries of the area—wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc.): 

The unit is approximately 4,683 acres and adjacent to the west of Carrizo Gorge Wilderness and Carrizo Gorge 
Wilderness Study Area.  McCain Valley Rd. mainly forms the boundary to the west as private property forms the 
boundaries to the north, south and southwest.  There is a road mainly on private lands along the southwest 
boundary. 

(2) Does the area appear to be natural? 

  Yes ____X_____ No __________  N/A __________ 

Note: If “No is checked, the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “N/A” for the remaining questions 
below. 

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major human 
uses/activities): 

The unit has rolling hills throughout, as seen in photos 8b and 9a-c (below), covered with a moderately dense stand 
of chaparral with steeper mountainous terrain along the eastern edge (see photos 10c-h), the edge adjacent to 
Carrizo Gorge Wilderness.  This unit is generally unaffected by man, however, there are a few water developments 
that exist and are considered unnoticeable.  The unit is all Public Lands with a history of human uses including, but 
not limited to hiking, horseback riding, hunting, and mountain biking on existing routes. 

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 
the remaining is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude? 

Yes _____X_____ No _________  N/A __________ 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude): 

This unit are generally unaffected by man as seen in photos 8b and 9a-c (below).  With a moderately dense stand of 
chaparral and steeper mountainous terrain along the eastern edge combined with the Carrizo Gorge Wilderness 
and Wilderness Study Area, the area provides outstanding opportunities for solitude. 



(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 
the remaining is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined 
recreation? 

Yes ____X_____ No __________  N/A __________ 

Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4, the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “N/A” for 
question 5. 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation): 

If this unit is combined with the Carrizo Gorge Wilderness and Carrizo Gorge Wilderness Study Area, opportunities 
for unconfined recreation will exist.  The unit is popular for hiking, horseback riding, and hunting as it is easy 
access from the greater San Diego area. 

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, 
educational, scenic or historical value)? 

Yes ____X_____ No __________  N/A __________ 

Description: 

The unit has historic archeological values as sites exist throughout the unit.  The Visual Resources Inventory 
conducted in September of 2010 shows the area as being a VRM Class 2 with adjacent lands being VRM Class 1 in 
the Carrizo Gorge Wilderness and VRM Class 3 in areas west of McCain Valley Rd.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Wilderness Characteristics Inventory (Public) 

APPENDIX D – PHOTO LOG 

Photographer (s): ___J. Johnson___ 

Inventory Area Unique Identifier: ___ESDC_3___ 

Date Frame 
# 

Camera 
Directio

n 

Description GPS/UTM 
Location 

Township Range Section Photo 
Point # 

6/3/2011 8b E Landscape 32 44 24.0 
116 16 29.3 

16S 7E 33 8 

6/3/2011 9a E Landscape 32 45 28.4 
116 16 33.8 

16S 7E 20 9 

6/3/2011 9b NE Landscape 32 45 28.4 
116 16 33.8 

16S 7E 20 9 

6/3/2011 9c N Landscape 32 45 28.4 
116 16 33.8 

16S 7E 20 9 

6/3/2011 10f S Landscape 32 46 26.7 
116 16 56.5 

16S 7E 17 10 

6/3/2011 10g E Looking into 
Carrizo 
Gorge 

Wilderness 

32 46 26.7 
116 16 56.5 

16S 7E 17 10 

6/3/2011 10h N Landscape 32 46 26.7 
116 16 56.5 

16S 7E 17 10 

6/3/2011 10a SW Landscape 32 46 26.7 
116 16 56.5 

16S 7E 17 10 

6/3/2011 10b W Landscape 32 46 26.7 
116 16 56.5 

16S 7E 17 10 

6/3/2011 10c NW Landscape 32 46 26.7 
116 16 56.5 

16S 7E 17 10 

6/3/2011 10d N Landscape 32 46 26.7 
116 16 56.5 

16S 7E 17 10 

6/3/2011 11a W McCain 
Valley Road 

32 47 1.4 
116 19 42.7 

16S 6E 13 11 

6/3/2011 11b N Landscape 32 47 1.4 
116 19 42.7 

16S 6E 13 11 

         
         

 

 

 

 

  



*Frame # 8b looking east   **Frame # 9a looking east 

  

**Frame # 9b looking northeast   **Frame # 9c looking north 

  

***Frame # 10f looking south   ***Frame # 10g looking east 

  

 

 

  



***Frame # 10h looking north   ***Frame # 10a looking southwest 

  

***Frame # 10b looking west   ***Frame # 10c looking northwest 

  

***Frame # 10d looking north    

 

 

 

  



****Frame # 11a looking west    ****Frame # 11b looking north 

    

*Photo taken from McCain Valley Rd. north of Lark Canyon Campground 

**Photos taken from McCain Valley Rd. just north of the big rock 

***Photos taken from Carrizo Overlook 

****Photos taken from McCain Valley Rd. X graded dirt road to private lands near WCI_04 

 




