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Wilderness Characteristics Inventory (Public) 

 FORM 1 

Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings on Record 

1.  Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of the area? 

No _______ (Go to Form 2) Yes __X__  (If yes, and if more than one area is within the area, list the unique identifiers for 
those areas.): 

a. Inventory Source: ____1979 Wilderness Inventory_____ 

b. Inventory Area Unique Identifier (s): __CDCA_362___ 

c. Map Name (s)/Number(s): California Desert Wilderness Inventory – South Half 1979 

d. BLM District (s)/Field Office (s): ___CDD/ECFO____ 

 

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record: 

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one BLM inventory area is associated 
with the area, list each and answer each question individually for each inventory area): 

Inventory Source: ____1979 Wilderness Inventory_____ 

Area Unique 
Identifier 

Sufficient Size? 
Yes/No (acres) 

Naturalness? 
Yes/No 

Outstanding 
Solitude? Yes/No 

Outstanding 
Primitive & 
Unconfined 
Recreation? 
Yes/No 

Supplemental 
Values? 
Yes/No 

CDCA_362 Yes Yes Yes Yes n/a 
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
 

 

  



Wilderness Characteristics Inventory (Public) 

 FORM 2 

 Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics 

Area Unique Identifier ___CDCA_1362-1_____ Acreage __114,135____ 

(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate separately). 

In completing steps (1) – (5), use additional space as necessary. 

(1) Is the area of sufficient size?  (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes” and 
describe the exception in the space provided below), 

  Yes ___X____ No __________ 

Note: If “No is checked, the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “N/A” for the remaining questions 
below. 

Description (describe the boundaries of the area—wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc.): 

The northern boundary parallels Highway 78; the western boundary is a combination of the old and New Coachella 
Canals and access roads; the southern boundary is a combination of Interstate 8 and the All American Canal; and the 
eastern boundary is the Union Pacific Railroad.  The majority of the area is Public Lands with several portions of Private 
Lands scattered throughout.  

 (2) Does the area appear to be natural? 

  Yes ___X ____ No __________  N/A __________ 

Note: If “No is checked, the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “N/A” for the remaining questions 
below. 

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major human uses/activities): 

The area consists primarily of the Algodones Dunes System which is one of the largest dune masses in the United States.  
The unit is made up of steep, sandy slopes with thickets of mesquite and palo verde.  The western flank consists of a 
gradual slope of creosote.  The northern and southern portions of the unit have been affected by heavy OHV use, thus 
degrading the naturalness of the area.  Due to the history of OHV activities and imprints of man’s work being 
substantially noticeable, these two areas as well as the eastern and western flanks do not show wilderness 
characteristics and will not be included.   The large central portion of this unit is affected primarily by the forces of 
nature, generally undisturbed.  These boundaries are generally the old WSA boundary for this area and consists of 
roughly 42,083 acres.   

 

 

 

 



(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and the 
remaining is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude? 

Yes _________ No ____X_____  N/A __________ 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude): 

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and the 
remaining is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation? 

Yes __________ No ____X_____  N/A __________ 

Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4, the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “N/A” for question 5. 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation): 

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, educational, scenic 
or historical value)? 

Yes __________ No ____X______  N/A _________ 

Description: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


