CA-080-254A- Southeast ol Jvic &

Summary of Analysis
Area Unique Identifier: CA-080-254A - Southeast of Lavic

Summary: The unit currently possesses wilderness characteristics. The washes and bajadas of the
northern region are contrasted by the taller topographical features of the southern region, which include
the Bullion Mountains. The unit meets size requirements, appears to be natural, and the topography and
vastness provide outstanding opportunities for solitude. This contrasts to the 1979 report, which stated
that the WIU did not possess wilderness characteristics due to human impacts caused by mining. The
passage of time appears to have allowed nature to retake the land.

Results of analysis:
1. Does the area meet any of the size requirements? Yes __ X No N/A

2. Does the area appear to be natural? Yes __ X No N/A

3. Does the area offer outstanding opportunities for solitude or a primitive and unconfined type of
recreation? Yes __ X No N/A

4. Does the area have supplemental values? Yes _ X No N/A
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Conclusion:

X_The area, or a portion of the area, has wilderness characteristics and is identified as lands with
wilderness characteristics.

— The area does not have wilderness characteristics.

Prepared by:(Name, Title, Date)

Celia Hanss, Resource Inventory Team, BLM California Desert District
Andrew Lee, Resource Inventory Team, BLM California Desert District

Pete Brisbane, Resource Inventory Team, BLM California Desert District

Jen Houts, Resource Inventory Team, BLM California Desert District
Timothy Hough, Wilderness Specialist, Barstow Field Office

Brendan O’Connor, ResourCe Inventory Team, BLM California Desert District

* This form documents information that constitutes an inventory finding on wilderness characteristics. It
does not represent a formal land use allocation or a final agency decision subject to administrative
remedies under either 43 CFR parts 4 or 1610.5-3.

Page 2 of 29



CA-080-254A- Southeast ol ivic

FORM 1

Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous Inventory
on Record

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of this
area?

Yes X No

a) Inventory Source: California Desert Conservation Area — Wilderness Inventory — Final Descriptive
Narratives — March 31, 1979

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s): CA-080-254A

¢) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): California Desert District, Barstow Field Office

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:

The 1979 report found that the wilderness unit lacked naturalness. This was due to the large amount of
routes, mining scars, and large man-made dugouts throughout the unit. The report also stated that there
were many areas being presently mined, with large mining structures and equipment visible throughout
most of the unit. The report also stated that active mining could be heard throughout the unit as well.

Inventory Source: California Desert Conservation Area — Wilderness Inventory — Final Descriptive
Narratives — March 31, 1979
*Scanned Document at the End of Report

Area Unique | Sufficient Naturalness? | Outstanding | Outstanding | Supplemental
Identifier Size? Yes/No Solitude? Primitive & | Values?
Yes/No Yes/No Unconfined | Yes/No
(acres) Recreation?
Yes/No
CA-254A Yes No No No No
19,526 acres
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FORM 2
Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics

Area Unique Identifier: CA-080-254A Southeast of Lavic Acreage: 19,526

(1) Is the area of sufficient size?

Yes X No

Boundaries: There are 13,374 contiguous BLM acres within CA-080-254A. The unit is bound on the
east side by Bagdad Chase Road, and to the south by the Marine Corps Training Center at Twentynine
Palms. The unit is bordered on the west by a road running south from Lavic, and a gas pipeline ROW

bounds the northern part of the unit.

(2) Does the area appear to be natural?

Yes X No

Natural Condition: The unit appears to be primarily affected by the forces of nature, especially the
northern part of the unit. The southern part of the unit contains some mining scars, and dugouts from
past mining activities. The hills are carved throughout the area with routes that led to mining operations
in the past. The cessation of mining in the area has slowly allowed nature to retake some previously
mapped routes. Since mineral excavation in the southern portion has ceased, these mining routes are
returning to a more natural state. In turn, the evidence of mining isn’t wholly noticeable or overtly
detrimental to naturalness of the area.

Land Ownership: 254A is made up of 13,374 acres of BLM land, 1,702 acres of state land, 1,920 acres
of Department of Defense land, and 2,530 acres of private land.

Location: The unit is located in San Bernardino County roughly 40 miles to the southeast of Barstow.
The unit is also just south of Ludlow, and approximately one mile south of I-40. Directly south of the
unit is the Twentynine Palms Marine Corps base and Santa Fe Railroad.

Topography: The topography of the region consists of hills, which arise from the bajadas, and the
Bullion Mountains in the southern portion of the unit. The hills and mountains are reddish in color. The
northern portion of the unit also contains bajadas and hills, but the topography is more level than the
southern portion.
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Vegetation: The dominant vegetation of the unit is Creosote Bush Scrub. There are also low-lying
annual shrubs. There is no exceedingly thick vegetative growth in any part of the unit. The reddish hills
to the south, seen in photo 10, have almost no vegetation.

Major Human Uses/Activities: The major historical human activity that affects the unit has been
mining, and it appears that no mines are currently in use. However, the past mining permanently altered
the landscape in some area where hills are carved and dugouts are present. Despite this, nature appears
to be retaking the land, as several routes have been washed away due to there being no maintenance and
little use of the routes in the unit for the past 50 years.

(3) Does the area have outstanding opportunities for solitude?

Yes X No

The unit provides outstanding opportunities for solitude, especially in the southern portion of the unit.
The bajadas, hills, and mountains provide great natural screening which enhance the feelings of
seclusion and isolation. Likewise, the vastness of the region and lack of noticeable routes also enhance
the feeling of solitude one has when in the lower regions of the unit. The border of the southern part of
the unit contains the Bullion Mountains, which rise to an elevation of 2,600 feet. These tall mountains
provide excellent screening, which evokes a feeling of solitude.

(4) Does the area have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation?

Yes X No

The Bullion Mountains and large hills to the south provide great hiking opportunities. The area also has
no prominent camping areas or large trailheads, which allow for recreation of an unconfined type.

(5) Does the area have supplemental values?

Yes X No

The old Bagdad Chase and Stedman mines, along with the Ragtown mining community are of
archaeological significance.
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WILDERNESS CHARACTERISTICS INVENTORY

APPENDIX A - ROUTE ANALYSIS

Route Analysis Table
Constructed
Route # Purpose ROW Mechanically | Isit in regular or Maintenance WIU Road
or Improved continuous use needed
Mechanically
NS7815; Yes-
Bagdad Leads to the Ev1dfance of
Chase Southern grading and
Road o No some spots Yes Yes Yes
mining areas
(connects . have
from railroad .
to evidence of
NS7842) berms.
Yes-
. Maintenance Yes; Evidence of
l;g6677122 road for the CA berms and Yes Yes Yes
gas pipeline 14013 | mechanical
grading.
Leads to
mining areas
NS7815 from Bagdad No No No No No
Chase Road
Nsegsy | Leadstomine |\ No No No No
up a hill
Ns7810 | Leadsto No No No No No
mining area
Leads to
NS7811 privately No No No No No
owned area
NS7823 Recreation No No No No No
Ns7812 |  Leadsto No No No No
Ragtown mine
Yes- Rocks
Leads to pushed to
NS6850 private land No sides of No No No
route.

Page 6 of 29



CA-080-254A- Southeast ol Jvic

WILDERNESS CHARACTERISTICS INVENTORY

APPENDIX B - PHOTO LOG

Photographer(s): Andrew Lee, Celia Hanss, and Brendan O’Connor
Inventory Area Unique Identifier: CA-080-254A Southeast of Lavic

Date ];ame.ra Description GPS/U.T M Tov.vn Range | Sec. Pl}oto
irection Location -ship Point #
4/17/15 S Naturalness 1314 6"73216 22 535751:1’;/ T7N R6E 2 1
417/15 E Route analysis 13146'.731082256050% TIN | R6E | 12 2
417115 s Naturalness 13146"72154215%33% TIN | RIE | 9 3
Naturalness
41715 | SSW a}')‘i’;eg]icnzs 13146'.722652774;2% TIN | RTE | 5 4
boundary
s | swo | e | neoaotizw | TN | R7E [ 10 [ s
a5 | NW | et | Hessessw | TN | RE | 10 | 6
VIS | SE | oioitee | ieomeisw | TN | RE | 14 |7
G415 | W | ousdersdins | ntossw | TN | ReE | 20 | s
s | s | e | e o e T |
417115 SW Naturalness 13146'f5165839817881\&, TIN | RSE | 28 10
417/15 W S“PQ,':]“JZ“ta' fféffj%%zz% TIN | RSE | 33 1
6/4/15 W Naturalness 13146'.61559(?996‘11\\’{, TIN | RSE | 33 12
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— A

undary is visible; mountains provide some screening, and the vast

openness of the area also provides solitude opportunities. The area is primarily influenced by the forces of
nature. 4/17/15

Photo 1: Facing South; Westebo

ey,

Pl o s i "‘1:‘ ".&.h-_‘h:_‘:;'. u = .':
Photo 2: Facing east in the northwestern part of the unit, an old

! i
two track is visible. 4/17/15
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5 N o : 30 — NN RS
Photo 3: Facing south into the unit near the northern boundary. This area is primarily affected by the
forces of nature, but not outstanding solitude due to the lack of natural screening. 4/17/15

%
< -

south-southwest along the ga pipeline boundary in the northern section of the unit.
Naturalness present, but screening is non-existent. 4/17/15
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Photo 5: Fa

cing southwest in the north central prt of the nit, naturalness is evident, with some washes
and native vegetation. Some solitude can be found in the canyons of the unit. 4/17/15

Photo 6: Facing northwest, this photo is-along Newberry Springs Route 6742, This is the

ROW of the unit. 6/4/15 10 of 29
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Eabr SR R A e =G
Photo 8: Photo facing west. Gas sign is outside of unit radius. Landscape otherwise appears
natural. 6/4/15
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Tl SR e SR
Photo 9: Facmg south along Bagdad Chase Road This is the start of the eastern
boundary of the unit. 6/5/15
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Photo 10: Facing southwest along the eastern boundary of the unit. Mountains and reddish hills provide

some solitude along with the vast open space. 4/17/15
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& e T, pe

hoto 11: Faci;lg west and located in the south central [;art of the hnit, a MStoﬁ;al marker for the Ragtown
mining community; Evidence of supplemental archaeological value. 4/17/15
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Photo 12:Mine etrance in the southern portion of the unit; mining debris is present througheut this part
of the unit. Exploring this region, one would find 4-5 abandoned mining sites possibly of archaeological
significance. 6/5/15
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Appendix D: Previous Findings on Record
BLM California Desert Conservation Area Wilderness Final Inventory, Dec. 1979

Written Description of Area 254A
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AEA 250

I.  PHYSICAL BOUNDMRIES

The arca is bordered on the west by a road ruming scurch frop Lavic; on the north,
by a pipeline right-of-way, on the south, by the boundary to the Marine Corps
Tra wmantmmmtm.mﬂ.mdmmt.byammmm:mdmmjm
fram Ludlow south 0o the Stedmn site.

II. 1AD ORERSHIP
About 50 pereent of this ares is nonepublic lad in a randon pattem,
IIT. DESCRIFIION OF ENVIRONMENT

Topograghy consiscs of hills which rise abngptly frem the bajadns. The ares
includes the extreme novthern hilis of the Bullion Mamcains, as well as the bnjadas to
the framdiste north and east. The mamcains are orali, but steep~sided, ard are of o
:ed-aldcnla:. Thlslsm:wwﬁnwh&umhrofd\emmimmmm
bajadas. Vegetation consiuts mainly of Crecsote Bush Send, as well as associsted
strvbs and aveals. Nowhere is this growth exceedingly thick. Scme of che hills shew
alooot ro vegotation.

IV. HATURAL CORDITION

The eastern section of this area is being actively mined at Stedran and ﬂuuadiatg}y
north at the Cold Standard Lode Mine, The entire section has permanent itprovanents
man visible in the forms of roads, ways, mining scars, taliings, vuins, and mining
Suparstuctures. The land showe that it has been primarily Influenced by man's gotivi-
ties. No roads penetrate the momtains of the rorthern or western sections; howerer,
the northern bajeda 13 cut repeatedly by weter diversion dams, Hence, the area does

not xetain 1ts undeveloped chavacter and s ror free of permanent {zprovemnts .

V. OUISTANDING OFFORTUNITIES FOR SOLTTUDE OR A PRIMITIVE AND UNOOSTNED
TYPE OF TECREATTIN : Sl i

mtnmﬂl?wpurm:mmrsouadcmmrmmfmﬂhwmtmaea
presence of the currem: eoig in the esst, and the s of heavy equipment from
this mining, make opportunities for solitude nonexistent. Opportundities for solitde
mddmtm&nmummtmﬁmmwdmmmzmmdofamh.
Because the area {a only ebmit two miles wide, the ability of the visitor to have
freadmn of mewment would be greatly aurtailed, therefore makdrg woonfined tvoec ~f
vecrestion impossible,

VI. S\MMARY OF PURLIC COMMENTS

Field cuamination did not validate the commen: which suggests that cutstanding
opportirdties for solinude and primitive and unconfined type of recreation exist
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