CA-080-335-1 Pinto Mountaits.

6301 — Wilderness Characteristics Inventory
Summary of Findings and Conclusions

Area Unique Identifier: CA-080-335-1 Pinto Mountains

Summary: The unit was split into two units, 335-1-1 and 335-1-2. 335-1-1 was determined to lack
naturalness and solitude due to the encroachment of urban influences, excessive route intrusions, and
mining impacts. The analysis has found that unit 335-1-2 contains wilderness characteristics. The unit’s
natural vegetation is very archetypical of the Mojave Desert. These plants include yucca, creosote, and
Joshua tree. The topography of the unit consists of hills and mountains, along with rock outcroppings
and deep lakebed valleys. The impact of man is concentrated in the southeastern part of the unit, and
appears to only be consistent with inactive mining. The past mining does not affect the natural, primitive
aesthetic of the region due to mines being primarily tucked into the hills along overgrown and unused
routes that are barely identifiable. The opportunities to achieve outstanding solitude are present
throughout the unit especially in the western portion of the unit. The topography, the natural vegetation,
and the remoteness of the area enhance these opportunities.

Results of analysis:
1. Does the area meet any of the size requirements? _X_ Yes ___No

2. Does the area appear to be natural? X Yes No N/A

3. Does the area offer outstanding opportunities for solitude or a primitive and unconfined type of

recreation? X Yes ___No _ N/A
4. Does the area have supplemental values? __Yes _X No ___N/A
Conclusion:

X_ The area, or a portion of the area, has wilderness characteristics and is identified as lands with
wilderness characteristics.

The area does not have wilderness characteristics.

Prepared by:(Name, Title, Date)

Andrew Lee, Resource Invertory Team, BLM California Desert District
Peter Brisbane, Resource In entory Team BLM California Desert District
J en Houts,,Reso*’ f&aT entoryTea

; =7 A Title: & 'J T /7@%/7//"”

does not represent a formal land use allocation or a final agency decision subject to administrative
remedies under either 43 CFR parts 4 or 1610.5-3.
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CA-080-335-1 Pinto Mountain

FORM 1

Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous Inventory
on Record

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of this

area?
Yes _ X No

Inventory Source: California Desert Conservation Area — Wilderness Inventory — Final Descriptive
Narratives — March 31, 1979

Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s): CDCA-080-335
Map Name(s)/Number(s): USDI BLM California Desert Wilderness Final Inventory 1979
BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): California Desert District, Barstow Field Office

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:

Area Unique | Sufficient Naturalness? | Outstanding | Outstanding | Supplemental
Identifier Size? Yes/No Solitude? Primitive & | Values?
Yes/No Yes/No Unconfined | Yes/No
(acres) Recreation?
Yes/No
Area 335 Yes Yes Yes Yes No

Description: The 1979 report found that the area was of sufficient size. The report stated that public
lands were predominant, with private lands accounting for about 10 percent of the total area and were
widely scattered. The vegetation of the unit was described as being predominately creosote, with yucca
prevailing in the interior valleys. The report deemed that certain areas of the unit were not primarily
shaped by the forces of nature. The Music Valley, Marbolite, and Humbug Mountain mining areas were
said to detract from the naturalness of the area greatly. The remnants of old stone cabins, tunnels, road
cuts, and slag piles were said to detract from the primeval character that exists in certain parts of the
unit. After the exclusion of these mining areas, the region was said to generally retain its natural
character. Opportunities for solitude were said to be outstanding due to the variety of topography found
in the mountains and the location’s proximity to the Joshua Tree National Monument Wilderness. In
summary, the unit received favor to be included in further study on wilderness value criteria. The mining
areas were encouraged to not be included.
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FORM 2
Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics

Area Unique Identifier:CA-080-335-1 Pinto Mountains Total Acreage: 60,189

Contiguous BLM acreage: 58,550 acres
Unit 335-1-1: 52,935 acres

Unit 335-1-2: 5,615 acres

(1) Is the unit of sufficient size?

Yes _ X No

Boundaries: State Highway 62 borders Unit 335-1 to the north, Pinto Mountain Wilderness borders it
to the south and Joshua Tree National Park borders it on the west and east. The unit is divided
internally into subunits 335-1-1 and 335-1-2 along PLSS lines due to substantially unnatural areas.

Unit 335-1-1
(2) Does the unit appear to be natural?

Yes No__ X N/A

Natural Condition: The forces of nature do not predominately affect unit 335-1-1 due to heavy
amounts of human activity, including current and historic mining activity and urban encroachment. Due
to its unnatural condition, this report does not discuss 335-1-1 further.

Unit 335-1-2
(2) Does the unit appear to be natural?

Yes X No N/A

Natural Condition: The forces of nature hold significant sway over unit 335-1-2. There is little to no
evidence of man or his works in this region, and changes to the area appear to be caused wholly by the
elements.

Land Ownership: The total acreage of the unit is 5,615. The BLM owns the entire 5,615 acres of the
unit.

Location: The unit is located south of State Highway 62 and to the north of Pinto Mountain Wilderness
Study Area and Pinto Mountains Wilderness. Joshua Tree National Park lies east and west of the area.

Topography: The topography of the unit consists of steep rounded hills interspersed by valleys and

bajadas. The unit contains Twentynine Palms Mountains, along with portions of the Pinto Mountains
and Humbug Mountains. The unit also contains some large rock outcroppings and tall granite hills.
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CA-080-335-1 Pinto Mountains

Vegetation features: The dominant vegetation the unit is the Mojave Yucca. The unit also contains
some Joshua trees and Smoke trees. The eastern part of the unit is predominately creosote bushes and
low-lying shrubs.

Major Human Uses/Activities: There is noticeable human activity within this unit, notably in the forms

of recreation and mining activity. However, these do not take away from the naturalness of the area as
they do not occur in significant amounts throughout the unit.
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CA-080-335-1 Pinto Mountains—

(3) Does the unit have outstanding opportunities for solitude?

Yes X No N/A

Solitude can be found throughout the unit 335-1-2, most notably in the valleys of the large mountains in
the area.

(4) Does the unit have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation?

Yes No _X N/A

While unconfined recreation such as camping and hiking would be enjoyable in unit 335-1-2, it does not
exist in an outstanding capacity.

(5) Does the unit have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific,
educational, scenic or historical value)?

Yes No__ X N/A

—— Y — . AW

There are no supplemental values within this unit.
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CA-080-335-1 Pinto Mountai

BLM California Desert Conservation Area Wilderness Final Inventory, Dec. 1979

Appendix A

Written Description of Area 335
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CA-080-335-1 Pinto Mountaix.

Appendix B
Route Analysis Table
Route # Purpose ROW | Constructed Isitin Maintenance if | WIU
Mechanically | regularor | needed Road
or Improved | continuous
Mechanically | use
JT 1901 Connects to JT No No Yes No No
1904.
JT 1901B | Unknown No No Yes No No
JT 1903 Connects to JT No No No No No
1904
JT 1904 Connects to JT No No Yes No No
1905
JT 1905 Leads to Goat No No Yes No No
Basin and Carlos
Jr. Mines.
JT 1905A | Unknown No No No No No
JT 1905C | Unknown No No No No No
JT 1906 Connects to JT No No Yes No No
1909
JT 1907 Unknown No No No No No
JT 1912 Unknown No No No No No
JT 1912A | Unknown No No No No No
JT 1912D | Unknown No No No No No
JT 1909 Pass around No No No No No
Twentynine
Palms Mtn.
JT 1915 Connects to No No Yes No No
Marbolite Mine.
JT 1919 Leads to Gypsy, | No Yes; berms Yes No No
Mana, and present
Groove Mines.
JT 1919A | Unknown No No No No No
JT 1926 Leads to Imperial | No No No No No
Mine.
JT 1928 No No No No No
JT 1927, Connects to No No Yes No No
Old Dale southeastern -
Road mining access
routes.
JT 1929 Leads to private | No No No No No
area.
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r

Route # Purpose ROW | Constructed Isitin Maintenance if | WIU
Mechanically | regularor | needed Road
or Improved | continuous
Mechanically | use

JT 1918 Leads to mine. No No Yes No No

JT 1930 Unknown No No No No No

JT 1923 Leads onto No No No No No

Humbug
Mountain
JT 1934, Leads into No Yes No No No
Gold southeastern
Crown mining areas.
Road
JT 1931 Leads to No No No No No
southeastern
mining areas.

JT 1938 Leads to Lorman | No No No No No
Mine.
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CA-080-335-1 Pinto Mountait.

Appendix C - Photo Log

Photographer(s): Andrew Lee, Peter Brisbane

Inventory Area Unique Identifier: CA-080-335-1 Pinto Mountains

Date Camera | Description GPS/UTM Location | Township | Range | Sec. | Photo
Direction Point #
6/19/15 | SE Concrete barrier 34.056102, 1S 9E 25 1
-115.994538
6/19/15 | N Rusted cans 34.028022, 2S 9E 2 2
-115.984385
6/19/15 | SW Abandoned mine 34.052983, 1S 10E 1 3
-115.976156
6/22/15 | SW Mining claim 34.062108, 1S 12E 30 (4
-115.772170
6/22/15 | N Naturalness, deep 34.059242, 1S 11E 25 |5
wash -115.781860
6/22/15 | E Naturalness, route 34057643, 1S 11E 27 6
fading -115.811523
6/22/15 | NE Vast naturalness, 33.9857417, 28 12E 20 7
hills/valleys -115.745207
6/23/15 | N Abandoned mine 34065443 1S 11E 24 8
-115.778662
6/23/15 |W Solitude, vegetation | 34.065303, 1S 11E 19 |9
-115.766675
6/23/15 | SE Old rubble from 34.000585, 28 12E 15 10
mining site -115.716360
6/23/15 | E Route dead end, 33.997315, 2S 12E 15 11
solitude -115.716917
6/23/15 | SE Vast naturalness, 33.9882717, 28 12E 15 12
hills/valleys -115.713813
6/23/15 | SW Route dead end, 33.988177, 2S 12E 21 13
solitude -115.720051
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CA-080-335-1 Pinto Mountain.

Photo 1 Facmg southeast, r(;pte JT 1905 through mountam pass Old mlne (upper left). Concrete barrier
on hill (center). Small rock wall and path (center right).
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% (it . BT s o ok fa .t:‘_r \
Photo 2: Facing north, old dumpsite, near aban
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Photo 3: Facing east, covered abandoned mine shaft. Mine entrance is caved in nearby.
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CA-080-335-1 Pinto Mountai.

¥ 4

Photo 4: Facing southwest, route off of JT 192 . One of the few signs
of current activity in the unit, most mining in the area seems abandoned.
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Photo 5: Facing north, wash with deep carv
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CA-080-335-1 Pinto Mountai,

Photo 6: JT 1926 facmg east one of several drlvable open routes that are barely distinguishable from the
surrounding ground. This is one of many very rocky areas with very sparse vegetation.
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CA-080-335-1 Pinto Mountai.

Pto 7: Facing northast, looking down from hillside. Vast area of ills and deep valleys, appears to
extremely natural with no signs of human impact.
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rotective fencing. One veral similar sites in the unit.
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Photo 9: Fécing west, vegetative screening. Vegetation is quite large and dense in many of the washes of
the unit.
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CA-080-335-1 Pinto Mountai'

Photo 11: Facmg east, route.through hills dead ends in wash Strong feelmg of solitude as there are hills
on all sides. Huge deposit of hardened mud on left that appears to be associated with nearby mine.
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CA-080-335-1 Pinto Mountai.
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Photo 12: Facing southeast, from hilltop with deep drop off on left. Surrounded by vast natural area full
of hills and valleys. Route JT 1920 becomes extremely rough ahead.
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Photo 13: Facing southwest, route dead ends. Gre
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