Barstow Carbonate Endemic Plants Research Natural Area

Description/Location: The existing ACEC is east of Highway 18 on the foothills of the San Bernardino
Mountains. This ACEC would be expanded under the DRECP.

Nationally Significant Values:

Ecological: This ACEC and its expanded area encompasses vital habitat for four federally listed and one
unlisted narrowly endemic carbonate plant species. The ACEC was designated as a Carbonate Endemic
Plants Research Natural Area ACEC. A Research Natural Area means an area that is established and
maintained for the primary purpose of research and education because the land has one or more of the
following characteristics: a typical representation of a common plant or animal association; an unusual plant
or animal association; a threatened or endangered plant or animal species; a typical representation of
common geologic, soil, or water features; and/or outstanding or unusual geologic, soil, or water features.
The proposed RNA meets the characteristics above because is supports an unusual geologic, soil, and plant
association and because it contains habitat for threatened and endangered species.

Special Designations/Management Plan/Date: Established in WEMO, March 2006. The West Mojave Plan
would serve as the ACEC management plan so that a future ACEC plan would not be required.

Relevance and Importance Criteria: Relevant biological resources. This ACEC and its expanded area
encompasses vital habitat for four federally listed and one unlisted narrowly endemic carbonate plant
species. This ACEC also encompasses habitat for the San Diego Horned Lizard, Gray Vireo, and Bighorn
Sheep. This area also functions as a primary wildlife connectivity zone.

Goal: Protect four federally listed and one unlisted species of plants, as well as the San Diego horned lizard,
gray vireo, and big horn sheep. This area also functions as a primary wildlife connectivity zone.

For NLCS Lands: Where this ruleset differs from the plan-wide NLCS rulesets, the more restrictive rules will
apply.

Designation and Acreage by Alternative:

Afternativ Wii&i’\: AAEEGCS oer’:I/hilsif BLM Acres within BLM Acres within ACEC
ernative O. N ACEC Wildlife Allocation Disturbance Cap
Allocation
No Action 0 4,400 0 NA

Preferred 5,000 5,000 0 0.5%
Alternative

1 100 5,000 0 0.5%

) 5,000 5,000 0 0.5%

3 5,000 5,000 0 0.5%

4 5,000 5,000 0 0.25%

* Acreage values are for BLM managed lands




Alternatives:

All Action Alternatives — this existing ACEC would be expanded and managed to protect ecological

resources.

No Action: The existing ACEC would be managed as it currently is.

Objectives (desired future conditions)/Allowable Uses/Management Actions

Resource

Objective: Maintain or improve condition of habitat for the following sensitive
plant species:

Parish’s daisy (Erigeron parishii)

Cushenbury buckwheat (Eriogonum ovalifolium)

Cushenbury milk-vetch (Astragalus albens)

Cushenbury oxytheca (Acanthoscyphus parishii var. goodmaniana)

Parish's brittlescale (Atriplex parishii)

San Bernardino milk-vetch(Astragalus bernardinus)

frosted mint ( Poliomintha incana)

alkali mariposa-lily (Calochortus striatus)

San Bernardino aster(Symphyotrichum defoliatum)

Big Bear Valley woollypod(Astragalus leucolobus)

Management Action 1: The West Mojave Plan will implement provisions of the
Carbonate Habitat Management Strategy (CHMS). The CHMS is a cooperative
plan developed by the Forest Service, BLM, and mining and environmental
stakeholders. It includes very specific criteria for conservation, land acquisition,
and mining.

Management Action 2: Remove invasive plants, rehabilitate/revegetate
disturbed areas

Vegetation - Including
special status species

Objective: Maintain or improve condition of habitat for sensitive wildlife species
Management Action: Protect populations of special status animals

Golden eagle

Desert tortoise

San Diego horned lizard

Big horn sheep

Fish and Wildlife —
Including special status
species

Objective: Protect sensitive plant habitat from impacts associated with vehicle
traffic

Allowable Uses: All existing routes of travel on public lands within the ACEC
would be designated as open, limited, or closed. The boundary road defining the
perimeter of the ACEC is an open route. Most other existing routes within the
ACEC are limited or closed. These internal routes cross designated critical
habitat for listed plants, but are open for limited use to allow access to
claimholders, researchers, and other permitted events and activities. Permitted
events, such as dual sport rides, can occur but would require monitoring and
stipulations to avoid areas of botanical sensitivity adjacent to roads.

Trails and Travel
Management

Objective: Provide dispersed opportunities for enjoying of the ACEC attributes
Allowable Uses: Dispersed camping, no camping in critical habitat

Recreation




Objective: Acquire all inholdings from willing sellers to consolidate habitat
management

Management Action: Private lands within the ACEC may be acquired or
exchanged for other BLM lands in Lucerne Valley. Three options are presented
for acquisition of private land and relinquishment of claims. All three methods
may be implemented to achieve the objective.

- Option 1: The BLM would initiate or participate in a land exchange for the
highest priority private lands. Public lands bordering the rail spur south of
Lucerne Valley would be exchanged for private lands east of Highway 18.
The lands along the railway would then be available to mining interests or
industrial uses, and the acquired lands east of Highway 18 would be
withdrawn from mineral entry.

- Option 2: Mining companies may acquire lands within the ACEC as
mitigation for use of lands west of Highway 18. “Acquisition” can include
purchase of mining claims on public lands as well as purchase of fee title
to private lands. The claims or title would be conveyed to BLM, and the
acquired lands would be withdrawn from mineral entry.

- Option 3: BLM and Fortes Service would prepare an application for
Congressional funding through the Land and Water Conservation Fund.
Any funds appropriated through this process would be used to purchase
private fee lands within the ACEC and National Forest. Acquisition funding
would also be sought from the Fish and Wildlife Service Section 6 grants to
states. Acquired lands would be unavailable for mineral entry.

Land Tenure

Not an allowable use. Renewable energy development is not compatible with
NLCS and ACEC unit values and criteria
Geothermal: Area is closed to geothermal leasing and development

Renewable Energy

Objective: Protect sensitive plant habitat from impacts associated with minerals
development

Allowable Uses: Within the ACEC, no surface occupancy would be allowed
because of the potential for undue degradation to occupied habitat and
designated critical habitat. Surface mining would not be consistent with the
objectives of RNA. Acquired lands would be withdrawn from mineral entry.
Management Action 1: New proposals will need to be analyzed on a case-by-case
basis and cumulatively

Management Action 2: Reclamation and revegetation standards specified in the
CHMS (Appendix S) would be required for reclamation or restoration projects
within the ACEC

Locatable Minerals
Mineral Materials
Non-energy Leasables

Objective: Protect sensitive plant habitat from impacts associated with livestock
grazing.

Allowable Uses: No new allotments, existing allocations okay, but no expansion
of allotment (either size or increase number of AUMs if willing relinquishment,
then would be made permanently unavailable for grazing

Management Action: Fencing along the eastern boundary of the ACEC would be
installed to prevent cattle from trampling the listed plants on small portions of
the Rattlesnake allotment and to prevent cattle from entering Forest lands near
Terrace Springs. The fencing would be constructed along the east side of
Arrastre Canyon.

Live Stock Grazing
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