Pinto Mountain

Description/Location: This unit is east-south east of Twentynine Palms. It is bounded on the north by
Highway 62 and is surrounded on the three remaining sides by Joshua Tree National Park.

Nationally Significant Values:

Ecological: This area provides high density Desert tortoise habitat and encompassed designated desert
tortoise critical habitat. This area provides critical tortoise habitat linkage. This is a large block of relatively
undisturbed habitat which maintains landscape level integrity.

Special Designations/Management Plan/Date: Established in WEMO, March 2006.

Relevance and Importance Criteria This area provides high density Desert Tortoise habitat and
encompassed designated desert tortoise critical habitat. This area provides critical tortoise habitat linkage.

Goals: This unit will be managed for tortoise conservation and recovery until which time the tortoise may
be delisted as per criteria given in the Recovery Plan. Manage area in accordance with the Desert Tortoise
Recovery Plan. Protect biological values, including habitat quality, populations of sensitive species, and
landscape connectivity while providing for compatible public uses.

For NLCS Lands: Where this ruleset differs from the plan-wide NLCS rulesets, the more restrictive rules will
apply.

Designation and Acreage by Alternative:

Alternative Wifl'l;i'\r:l :é;isoorthiife BLM Acres within BLM Acres within ACEC
. ACEC Wildlife Allocation Disturbance Cap
Allocation
No Action 0 110,000 0 NA
Preferred 85,600 110,000 0 0.5%
Alternative
1 0 110,000 0 0.5%
) 85,600 110,000 0 0.5%
3 85,600 110,000 0 0.5%
4 85,600 110,000 0 0.5%

* Acreage values are for BLM managed lands

Alternatives:
All Alternatives — this existing ACEC would continue to be managed as it currently is.




Objectives (desired future conditions)/Allowable Uses/Management Actions

Resource

Objective: Maintain or improve condition of desert tortoise habitat
Objective 1: Eradicate non-native invasive plants

Objective 2: Rehabilitate degraded areas using native species important to
desert tortoise.

Objective 3: Protect Natural Communities listed by the state as rare.

Vegetation - Including
special status species

Objective: Maintain or improve condition of Desert Tortoise habitat
Management Action: Maintain viable populations and connections between
other conservation areas

Objective: Monitor log-term trends in desert tortoise populations
Management Action: A line distance sampling (or other scientifically credible
method, if distance sampling proves ineffective) would be implemented in the
Pinto Mountain DWMA

Fish and Wildlife Including
special status species

Objective: Protect sensitive habitat from impacts associated with vehicle
traffic

Allowable Uses: All vehicle traffic limited to designated roads and trails
Management Action 1: Establish no new routes in ACEC

Management Action 2: Management Action: Modify the WEMO Route
Network to reflect open routes through the ACEC and close other existing
unauthorized routes

Trails and Travel
Management

Objective: Inform the public of the importance of the ACEC
Management Action: Install interpretive signs at access points to the ACEC,
conduct public education efforts concerning OHV use in the desert

Recreation

Objective: Consolidate habitat management
Management Action: Acquire inholdings from willing sellers

Land Tenure

Objective: Maintain wildlife linkage and protect desert tortoise critical habitat
Management Action: To the degree possible, new utility right-of-ways shall not
interfere with connectivity across the ACEC

Rights of Way (ROW)

Not an allowable use. Renewable energy development is not compatible with
NLCS and ACEC unit values and criteria

Geothermal: Area is closed to geothermal leasing and development

Renewable Energy
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