i
_ \
\
|
6 Nevada \
“.
.i
}
. ‘/"
) ) N ~\!\
\ \
N ’/’

Arizona

35

Proposed D DRECPSubareas

Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan (DRECP)
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Piute Valley and Sacramento Mountains




ACECs within the Piute Valley and Sacramento
Mountains Subarea

# Proposed ACECs
Bigelow Cholla Garden Expansion
(covered in Bigelow Cholla, see below)

# Existing ACECs (within DRECP boundary)
9 Bigelow Cholla

13 Chemehuevi

23 Dead Mountains

54 Mopah Spring

87 Whipple Mountains




Bigelow Cholla Research Natural Area

Description/Location: Located on both sides of interstate 40 in the Sacramento Mountains adjacent to
land owned by the University of California as part of its Natural Reserve System.

Nationally Significant Values:

Ecological: The Bigelow Cholla RNA lies in the northern end of the Sacramento Mountains. The mountains
consist of very dark, highly eroded volcanic rock. Elevations range from 1,400 feet to 3,314 feet atop
Bannock Peak. The vegetation types are predominantly creosote bush desert scrub and desert wash scrub.
The densest concentration of Bigelow cholla cactus ( Cylindropuntia bigelovii a.k.a. teddybear cholla) in
the California Desert is found within the Bigelow Cholla Garden Wilderness as well as the Stepladder and
Chemehuevi Wilderness units. Additionally, a dense population of desert tortoise (Gopherus agassizii)
exists within this area.

Scientific: Additional populations of Bigelow cholla exist inside the Stepladder Mountains Wilderness and
the Chemehuevi Mountains Wilderness

Mgmt. Plan/Date of Designation— CDCA amendment #6, 1989-90

Relevance and Importance Criteria:

This area was designated due to relevant and important biological values. It contains the northern-most
population and the densest-known concentration of Bigelow cholla in the CDCA. The area is designated as
a Research Natural Area and will be managed primarily for research purposes in coordination with the
University of California. Additionally the area is important for desert tortoise.

Goals: To preserve area for the protection and study of the Bigelow cholla.

For NLCS Lands: Where this ruleset differs from the plan-wide NLCS rulesets, the more restrictive rules will
apply.

Designation and Acreage by Alternative:

. BLN.I AFres of NLCS BLM Acres BLM Acres within . ACEC
Alternative within ACEC or s . . Disturbance
- . within ACEC Wildlife Allocation

Wildlife Allocation Cap

No Action 0 100 0 NA

Preferred 4,400 4,400 0 1%

Alternative

1 4,400 4,400 0 1%

2 4,400 4,400 0 1%

3 4,000 4,400 0 1%

4 4,400 4,400 0 1%

* Acreage values are for BLM managed lands

Alternatives :
No Action — this existing ACEC would continue to be managed as it currently is.
All Action Alternatives - This ACEC would be expanded in size and managed as it currently is.




Objectives (desired future conditions)/Allowable Uses/Management Actions

Resource Program

Objective: Protect soil, water and air quality.
Management Action 1: Monitor area for soil health adjacent to Interstate 40.
Management Action 2: Monitor Wilderness for illegal intrusion.

Soil, water, air

Objective: Maintain or Improve condition of vegetation

Management Action 1: Remove invasive plants, rehabilitate/revegetated
disturbed areas.

Management Action 2: Protect populations of special status plants and UPAs

UPA: Sacramento-Stepladder Mountains Teddy-Bear Cholla Assemblage
Northern limit of the range of Bigelow cholla (Cylindropuntia bigelovii)

Management Action 3: Develop and maintain a Memorandum of Understanding
with the University of California to address cooperative research activities.

Vegetation (incl.
special status species)

Objective: Maintain or Improve condition of wildlife
Management Action 1: Protect populations of special status animals (tortoise)

Fish and Wildlife (incl.
special status species)

Objective: Manage recreation consistent with established conservation goals,
while providing a broad range of recreation opportunities and to ensure public
health and safety;

Management Action 1: Provide interpretive, directional, and regulatory signs and
materials as necessary to provide public information and reduce impacts from
recreational use.

Management Action 2: Allow stopping and parking within 25 feet, and camping
within 100 feet of designated routes.

Management Action 3: Manage recreational shooting consistent with state and
local laws.

Management Action 4: Allow SRP events which do not negatively affect RNA
Relevance and Importance Values.

Management Action 5: Issuance of Special Recreation Permits for day use or
overnight use up to 14 consecutive nights; that impact no more than 3 staging
area acres; and/or for recreational travel along roads and trails designated open
in the land use or accompanying activity level plans.

Recreation

Right of way avoidance zone

Rights of Way

Not an allowable use. Renewable energy development is not compatible with
NLCS and ACEC unit values and criteria

Geothermal: Area is closed to geothermal leasing and development

Renewable Energy

Open mineral entry w/ stipulations

Locatable Minerals
Mineral Materials
Non-Energy Leasables
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