Last Chance Canyon

Description/Location: Located in the western portion of the El Paso Mountains, on the southwest slopes of
Black Mountain. The mountain range lies to the east of the Sierra Nevada in northeastern Kern County.

Nationally Significant Values:

Cultural: As much as 10,000 years of human occupation is represented in the assemblage in Last Chance
Canyon. Ethnographic interviews during the CDCA Plan revealed Black Mountain as an area of religious and
cultural significance to the Kawaiisu and related contemporary Tribal groups. A larger National Register
Archaeological District surrounds the currently designated boundary, verifying the national cultural
significance of this place. A complete cultural resource inventory has not been conducted within the
boundary; the potential to increase the national cultural significance of this area is high. Historic cabins and
mining features located within the boundary may be eligible for listing on the NRHP, in part as examples of
vernacular architecture and mining development of the West.

Special Designations/Management Plan/Date: Listed on the National Register of Historic Places, 1971;
Designated ACEC in California Desert Conservation Area Plan, 1980; Last Chance Canyon Cultural Resources
Management Plan, 1980; Last Chance Canyon ACEC Management Plan 09/1982 (CA-06-ACEC-21); CDCA Plan
Amendment boundary adjustment 1984; West Mojave Plan Amendment route designations and Mohave
Ground Squirrel Conservation Area 01/2005 (D.1.15)

Relevance and Importance Criteria: Relevant cultural resources. This area was designated in recognition of
its important cultural resources. It is situated within the El Paso Mountains. Archaeological materials
represent aboriginal occupation of the area from the Late Pleistocene to the historic period. Anglo historic
sites include mining sites and cabins dating from the late 1800s to the present. It is also included in the
Mohave Ground Squirrel Conservation Area and contains desert tortoise habitat. The Red Rock Poppy and
Red Rock tarplant may occur in this area.

Goals: To protect and enhance the significant cultural resources while providing compatible recreational

opportunities.

For NLCS Lands -- Where this ruleset differs from the plan-wide NLCS rulesets, the more restrictive rules will
apply.




Designation and Acreage by Alternative:

Alternative wiffl;i'\r:l :é;soorfvltl/:fjlsife BLM Acres within BLM Acres within ACEC
. ACEC Wildlife Allocation Disturbance Cap
Allocation
No Action 0 5,100 0 NA
Preferred 3,500 5,100 0 1%
Alternative
1 3,400 5,100 0 1%
) 5,100** 5,100 0 1%
3 3,500 5,100 0 1%
4 3,500 5,100 0 1%

* Acreage values are for BLM managed lands
**Includes overlap of existing designated Wilderness

Alternatives —

Action Alternatives:

Alts 1, 3, 4, and Preferred-- there are no proposed changes to it; it will continue to be managed as it has
been.

In Alt 2 — a small portion of the ACEC is overlapped with a DFA (40 acres) (Not depicted in the table above
due to rounding). If this DFA is approved then the portion that overlaps would be removed from the ACEC
and allocated for renewable energy development. The remaining area would keep the ACEC designation and
would be managed for conservation purposes.

No Action — this existing ACEC would continue to be managed as it currently is.

Objectives (desired future conditions)/Allowable Uses/Management Actions Resource

Objective: Soils exhibit functional biological and physical characteristics that Soil, water, air
are appropriate to soil type, climate, and land form.

Allowable Uses: Restrict construction activities when soils are susceptible to
heightened risk of erosion.

Management Actions: Ensure soils to meet or exceed the Soil Standard of
Rangeland Health, as indicated by ground or plant cover, diversity of plant
species, minimal evidence of accelerated wind and water erosion and the
presence of biological soil crusts where appropriate.

Objective: Maintain intact vegetation communities and prevent fragmentation. | Vegetation (incl. special
Management Action: Remove invasive plants, rehabilitate/revegetate disturbed | status species)

areas

Management Action: Monitor to ensure diverse vegetation with Rangeland
Health Standards




Objective: Protect the following special status plants by ensuring habitat is in a
stable or improving condition to keep the species from becoming listed under
the ESA.

Management Action: Protect and monitor populations of special status plants
Red Rock Poppy (Eschscholzia minutiflora ssp. Twisselmannii)

Red Rock tarplant (Deinandra arida)

Management Action: Prohibit collection of plants except by permit

Objective: Protect and enhance habitat to maintain stable or increasing
population trends of special status species to ensure persistence:

Management Action: Designate Species below as priority species for
management and protection.

Le Conte’s Thrasher (Toxostoma lecontei) State Species of Special Concern
Loggerhead Shrike  (Lanius ludovicianus) BLM Sensitive

American Badger (Taxidea taxus) State Special Animal

Desert Tortoise (Gopherus agassizii) Federally and State threatened
Mohave ground squirrel (Spermophilus mohavensis) State threatened
Townsend's big-eared bat (Corynorhinus townsendii) BLM sensitive

Pallid bat (Antrozous pallidus) BLM sensitive

Spotted bat (Euderma maculatum) BLM sensitive

Western Mastiff bat (Eumops perotis californicus) BLM sensitive

Golden Eagle (Aquila chrysaetos ) BLM sensitive, Bald and Golden Eagle P. Act
Prairie Falcon (Falco mexicanus) USFWS Bird of Conservation Concern
Burrowing Owl (Athene cunicularia) BLM Sensitive

Long-eared ow!l (Asio otus) State Species of Special Concern

Objective: Increase Upland game bird habitat

Allowable Use: Maintenance of existing developed springs and guzzlers
Management Action: Monitor and maintain guzzlers on a continuing basis with
the help of Quail Unlimited.

Fish and Wildlife (incl.
special status species)

See programmatic ACEC cultural resources objective and action items in general
cultural resources rules.

Maintain current prescriptions of the Cultural Resource Management Plan.
Objective: Protect cultural resources of the Last Chance Canyon ACEC for
scientific use and public interpretation

Allowable Use: Interpretation, Research by qualified cultural resource
specialists

Management Action:

Develop regular monitoring, recordation, and survey program to fully identify
resources within the ACEC

Conduct salvage excavation of specific sites

Install interpretive or closure signs on a site specific basis

Cultural Resources




Reconcile ACEC boundary with National Register District boundary

Objective: Allow for multiple uses while minimizing impacts to cultural
resources within the ACEC.

Management Action:

Prohibit camping near sites

Designate route system which minimizes impacts to sites
Limit mining in sensitive areas

Objective: General Management and Protection of Paleontological Resources

Allowable Use: Permitted and authorized research by paleontological
professionals in areas surround Red Rock Canyon State Park

Management Action:

Manage and protect fossil resources consistent with the Paleontological
Resources Preservation Act.

Develop plans for the inventory, monitoring, and scientific and educational use
of paleontological resources as needed.

Paleontology

Objective: Maintain scenic values of unique geological formations and canyons
Management Action: New proposals will need to be analyzed at on a case-by-
case basis and cumulatively, to assess whether they can be accommodated
within the area and its management goals.

Visual Resources

Objective: Limit Motorized vehicle impacts

Allowable Uses: Motorized, non-motorized, non-mechanized, etc.
Management Action: All designated open routes will be signed, all routes
identified as closed will be rehabilitated/restored, restore all undesignated OHV
routes.

Trails and Travel
Management

Objective: Provide recreation opportunities that are consistent with resource
protection

Objective: Provide dispersed opportunities for enjoyment of the ACEC
attributes

Allowable Uses: All forms of recreational use are allowed including but not
limited to dispersed camping, hunting, photography, picnicking, climbing, rock
hounding, astronomy/ star gazing, nature study and viewing as long as these
activities due not degrade the relevant and important values that the ACEC is
being established for.

Management Action: Maintain signs, vehicle barriers and kiosks, Regular patrol

Recreation

Objective: Maintain integrity of National Register District and limit
fragmentation of landscape level values

Rights of Way




Management Action: New proposals will need to be analyzed at on a case-by-
case basis and cumulatively, to assess whether they can be accommodated
within the area and its management goals.

Not an allowable use. Renewable energy development is not compatible with
NLCS and ACEC unit values and criteria

Geothermal: Area is closed to geothermal leasing and development

Renewable Energy

Objective: Maintain Use Classification of C and L of CDCA Plan for mining claims
Allowable uses: Mining with approved plan of operations

New proposals will need to be analyzed at on a case-by-case basis and
cumulatively, to assess whether they can be accommodated within the area
and its management goals.

Locatable Minerals
Mineral Materials
Non-energy Leaseables

Objective: Provide for livestock grazing opportunities in a manner that limits
impacts on other resources

Allowable Uses: Adjust livestock use where monitoring data indicate changes
are necessary to meet resource objectives.

Management Actions: Manage grazing authorizations to meet or exceed the
Standards for Rangeland Health.

Livestock grazing




Last Chance Canyon

e vl 4
’Eaglss
L Flyway

Mojave,Ground | /|
Squirrel ACEC”

El l:aso
to,Golden

Ty = J 7 7

5

08 ACEC Layers Land Status GTLF N L
[ ] Mil . L
1 e Preferred A].ternathe ACECS m Existing ACEC ® (Cities E/l[:relz;e?ner?:d — Interstate \\ ‘J
//@Eﬁ‘f?)?}\ ATIONAL TSTEM OF PURLIC LANDS
[ = ) "N

[ JKilometers m Proposed ACEC OHV Areas State == S Hwy
Date Printed: 5/29/2013 [T Proposed NLCS [ _3 cDCA Boundary Il Other Federal
A‘Z:ogﬁ Prepared by BLM California State Office [ Design Focus Areas DRECP Boundary I Miilicary == CAHwy

¥/ T
¥ Legislatively and . - - _ ? ]
Legally Protected D BLM Field Office [ Private County Hwy Y




Last Chance Canyon

0

08 ACEC Layers Land Status GTLF L

[ IMiles ; B f Land N
1 Alternative 1 ACECs £ Existing ACEC ® Citics J:flz;;ne;: = Interstate \ }
[ JKilometers @w‘@ﬁi}%@\%\ W m Proposed ACEC OHV Areas State - \F;’

[d]

5 Date Printed: 5/29/2013 e == US Hwy
‘g/ ate Printed: E Proposed NLCS L — * CDCA Boundary Il Other Federal
‘,??/ Prepared by BLM California State Office [ | Design Focus Areas DRECP Boundary I Miilicary

e 5

\%} sign

¥ Legislatively and . ) ) ? ]
Legally Protected D BLM Field Office [ Private County Hwy Y

=== CA Hwy




Last Chance Canyon

|

| 0.8 e ] ACEC Layers Land Status o GTLF L
; - Alternative 2 ACECs B Existing ACEC ® Cities E/l[:relz;;m;: = Interstate \ ‘J
[ JKilometers ' s B2 proposed AcEC OHYV Areas State == US Hwy : \‘i
N TN Date Printed: 5/29/2013 Proposed NLCS l"_—_- CDCA Boundary Il Other Federal
N Prepared by BLM California State Office [ Design Focus Areas DRECP Boundary [ Military == CAHwy j
<y Legislatively and D BLM Field Office [ Private === County Hwy Y T

Legally Protecte d



Last Chance Canyon

0

08 ACEC Layers Land Status GTLF L

[ IMiles ; B f Land N
1 Alternative 3 ACECs £ Existing ACEC ® Citics J:flz;;ne;: = Interstate \ }
[ JKilometers @w‘@ﬁi}%@\%\ W m Proposed ACEC OHV Areas State - \F;’

[d]

5 Date Printed: 5/29/2013 e == US Hwy
‘g/ ate Printed: E Proposed NLCS L — * CDCA Boundary Il Other Federal
‘,??/ Prepared by BLM California State Office [ | Design Focus Areas DRECP Boundary I Miilicary

e 5

\%} sign

¥ Legislatively and . ) ) ? ]
Legally Protected D BLM Field Office [ Private County Hwy Y

=== CA Hwy




Last Chance Canyon

NON
\'\ N
W
NN
Y

™
NN
\\

N

NN
W
\\\ N | ]
NN |
S

RPN TN

Z

/]

AN
4%

=

0.8

JMiles

JKilometers

QA
Vb,

Alternative 4 ACECs

Date Printed: 5/29/2013
Prepared by BLM California State Office

ACEC Layers
KX Existing ACEC
m Proposed ACEC

E Proposed NLCS

[ | Design Focus Areas
Legislatively and
Legally Protected

Land Status
® Citi Bureau of Land
Cities Management

OHV Areas State
l"_—_- CDCA Boundary Il Other Federal
DRECP Boundary [ | Military

[ BLM Field Office [ Private

GTLF

— Interstate
== S Hwy
=== CA Hwy

=== County Hwy




Last Chance Canyon

T

- ‘
e
»
7
d L"agi .
Chance, B
Canyon o [
=il
N b &y
’
v )
A
] -
. 4
i L -~
P )
a
i - .
08 ACEC Layers Land Status GTLF
[ 1Miles . B f Land
1 N 0 ACUOn ACECS E Existing ACEC ® (Cities J:ﬁz;eller?: — Interstate
[ i —
Klometers o {273 cDCA Boundary State == US Hwy
N Date Printed: 5/29/2013 OHV Areas B Other Federal
% Prepared by BLM California State Office DRECP Boundary g Military == CAHwy
Legislatively and D BLM Field Office [ Private === County Hwy

Legally Protected



afesnock
Typewritten Text
No Action ACECs




