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EA Number: CA-180-07-36
Proposed Action: Campo Seco Segment of the Mokelumne Coast to Crest Trail.

Location: MDM T5N, R18E, Section 34, Calaveras County

1.0 Purpose of and Need for Action

1.1 Need for Action

This portion of the Mokelumne Coast to Crest Trail is the last link in connecting hiking trails on two
East Bay Municipal Utility District (EBMUD) parcels located between Camanche and Pardee
IeServoirs.

1.2 Conformance with Applicable Land Use Plans

The proposed action is subject to the 1983 Sierra Planning Area Management Framework Plan (MFP)
and 1988 Amendment. This plan has been reviewed to determine if the proposed action conforms with
the land use plan terms and conditions, as required by 43 CFR 1610.5. Objectives for that area include
providing for land based recreation opportunities, protection of cultural resources.

2.0 Proposed Action and Alternatives

2.1 Proposed Action

The proposal is to build 275 of new trail with a 5” wide trail tread using a Sweco Trail Machine. This
mini bulldozer will quickly and efficiently cut the new trail. Directional signs (4”x 4” posts with
directional arrows) will be place along the trail segment. This trail segment will be used for hiking and
equestrian use. EBMUD restricts bikes on the trail segments leading to this segment (see map).

2.2 Project Design Features

The project will incorporate best practice design features in its construction. These will include rolling
dips, outsloping and grade limitations (< 10%) which all help to direct water off the trail, reducing
erosion and the need for trail maintenance.

3.0 No Action

Under this alternative, the trail segment would not be built. The existing trails would not be connected
and recreationists would not have increased trail access and opportunities for longer hikes.



3.1 Affected Environment

The affected environment is in the low Sierra Nevada foothill western slope (650’ elevation), near the
town of Campo Seco. Vegetation is chamise, poison oak grey pine, yerba santa, and oak woodland
savannah. No unique soil formations exist in the project area. The area was surveyed for lone
Formation plant species; no sensitive species or other botanical resources were found.

No special status animal species are known or likely to occur in this area. This area was surveyed
specifically for valley elderberry longhorn beetle, but no elderberry bushes were found.

This area was originally prospected by Mexicans in 1849. The town of Campo Seco sprang up shortly
after, and flourished through the mid-1850s. The name Campo Seco, meaning dry camp, was due to
seasonal lack of water, a significant problem for placer mining. Fire destroyed the town in 1854.

What remains from a cultural resource stand point is an elaborate system of ditches, rock chimneys,
foundations, and stack rock walls.

This area has a history of unsafe target shooting, trash dumping, irresponsible OHV use and vandalism
of cultural resources. As a result, BLM closed the area to these uses. Other recreation uses are mainly
hunting, and prospecting.

The area has never been inventoried for Visual Resources Management (VRM) classification, but it
would meet the criteria for VRM Class III.

3.2 Environmental Effects

The following critical elements have been considered and unless specifically mention later in this
chapter, have been determined to be unaffected by the proposal: air quality, areas of critical
environmental concern, prime/unique farmlands, floodplains, water quality, threatened or endangered
species, hazardous waste, cultural resources, native American concerns, wetlands and riparian zones,
wild and scenic rivers, wilderness, invasive, nonnative weeds, and environmental justices.

3.2.1 Proposed Action Effects

Impacts to vegetation and soils will be limited to vegetation clearing within the 5° wide trail tread. No
trees will be cut, and most of the brushing has already been accomplished (Categorical Exclusion CA-
180-07-08). The trail will be designed to reduce erosion and runoff (see Project Design Features,
above). Therefore, due to the small scale of the project and design features, soil disturbance will be
minimal; therefore, effects to soil productivity are not anticipated.

No effects are anticipated to special status plant species because none were found on the project site.
No effects are anticipated to special status animals because neither these species nor their habitat were
found on the project site.

The project is expected to have few or no effects on cultural resources. The trail would be built across
a small portion of a mining ditch (AC-237) but will have a negligible impact on the ditch. The trail will
be on an earthen dam (AC-197), but would have little adverse impact. In fact, vegetation removal
would help restore the dam’s original appearance. An old mining ditch (AC-199) is crossed by an
existing road, so routing the trail on this road would have little or no impacts to the ditch.

This project will have temporary impacts to recreation including noise associated with construction,
dust, soil disturbance and temporary visual disturbance. Temporary displacement of recreational users

2



is not anticipated due to the low number of recreation users in this area. Trail construction will have
some short term visual impacts (vegetation disturbance, fresh soil cuts and tread marks left by the trail
machine). These small, temporary impacts will not impact the VRM classification for this area.

This project will have long term benefits for the public’s enjoyment and use of this area by linking two
existing trails. This project will also promote an atmosphere of land stewardship by supporting hiking,
a recreational activity that typically has a relatively low impact on the landscape, compared to
destructive past uses (irresponsible shooting and OHV use).

3.2.2 No Action

No impacts would be expected for soils, special status species, or cultural resources. However, this
alternative would negatively affect recreation use. Without this project, the public’s ability to use this
recreation resource will be limited and two segments of existing trail will not be connected.

3.2.3 Cumulative Impacts

Because no site specific adverse impacts are expected for soils, special status species or cultural
resources, the project is not expected to cumulatively contribute to impacts at a larger, watershed scale.
Minor, short term impacts to recreation during trail construction are not expected to cumulatively
contribute to similar impacts at a larger scale because no other activities of this type are expected to be
occurring at a similar time or in a nearby location.

5.0 Agencies and Persons Consulted

This project will be constructed by EBMUD, who has had a long term involvement with the
Mokelumne Coast to Crest Trail. The existing trail construction for the MCCT has primarily been
accomplished by EBMUD, a core of dedicated volunteers and the Forest Service (USFS). The USFS
has completed a number of miles of trail on the forest that could one day connect with this trail system.
The BLM administered lands lie between these two trail segments.

5.1 BLM Interdisciplinary Team

Jeff Horn, Recreation

Al Franklin, Soils and Botany

Peggy Cranston, Wildlife and Fisheries
James Barnes, Cultural Resources
Sandra McGinnis, NEPA Coordinator

5.2 Availability of Document and Comment Procedures

The EA, posted on Folsom Field Office’s website (www.blm.gov/ca/folsom) under Information,
NEPA, or available upon request, will be available for a 15-day public review period. Before
including your address, phone number, e-mail address, or other personal identifying information in
your comment, you should be aware that your entire comment — including your personal identifying
information — may be made publicly available at any time. While you can ask us in your comment to
withhold your personal identifying information from public review, we cannot guarantee that we will
be able to do so. Comments should be sent to BLM at 63 Natoma Street, Folsom, CA 95630 or
emailed to us at cal80@ca.blm.gov.
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