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Abstract

This Proposed Plan Amendment (PA) and Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)/Environmental
Impact Report (EIR) addresses the Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM) proposal to issue a right-of-way
(ROW) grant to Ocotillo Express, LLC (Applicant), for the construction, operation, maintenance, and
decommissioning of a utility-scale 465-megawatt (MW) wind energy facility on public and private lands in
Imperial County, California.

The Proposed PA & Final EIS/EIR analyzes six alternatives: (1) the BLM would grant the Applicant a ROW for
the project as proposed with 155 wind turbines; (2) the BLM would grant the Applicant a ROW for a
modified project design with 137 wind turbines; (3) the BLM would grant the Applicant a ROW for a
modified project design with 105 wind turbines; (4) No Action, in which the Applicant’s application would
be denied and current management of the site would be maintained; (5) No Project, in which the
Applicant’s application would be denied and the California Desert Conservation Area (CDCA) Plan would be
amended to declare the site unsuitable for wind development; and (6) No Project, in which the Applicant’s
application would be denied and the CDCA Plan would be amended to declare the site suitable for wind
development.

The Agency Preferred Alternative is referred to as the Refined Project and includes construction and
operation of 112 wind turbines at the project site. The Refined Project would not result in effects that are
outside the spectrum of alternatives analyzed in the EIS/EIR because the Refined Project configuration
utilizes turbine sites that are already part of the existing alternatives analyzed in the EIS/EIR. Therefore, the
impacts associated with the construction, operation, maintenance, and decommissioning of wind turbines
at those sites are fully disclosed and analyzed in the EIS/EIR. Many of the adverse impacts associated with
implementation of the project can be avoided or substantially reduced based on compliance with
applicable laws, ordinances, regulations and standards, and compliance with measures provided in this
Proposed PA & Final EIS/EIR.





