


"Noxious weed" means any species of plant that is, or liable to be, troublesome, aggressive,
intrusive, detrimental, or destructive to agriculture, silviculture, or important native species, and
difficult to control or eradicate, which the Secretary of the California Department of Food and
Agriculture, by regulation, designates to be a noxious weed.

definition from the California Food and Agriculture Code



Introduction

The word weed can be defined in several different ways. The weeds in this guide are plants that are exotic, or not native
to this region. In many cases these weeds are very aggressive invaders of our native plant commu nities. These non-native
weeds have the ability t~ out-compete and replace our native plants, often creating their own monotypic plant community.
Uncontrolled noxious weed infestations result in decreases of native vegetation diversity, reductions in forage and wildlife
habitat, and declines in agricultural crop values. Once exotic weeds become established it is extremely difficult to eradicate
them and bring back the native communities that have been displaced.

In our efforts to protect agriculture and manage for natural communities, it is very important to identify infestations of
noxious weeds as they first become established. To promote help from users of the land, we have developed this guide of
some of the most invasive weeds found in northeastern California, as well as northwestern Nevada and southeaste rn Oregon
which border this region . We hope that as people are in the area, they will use this guide and the forms provided in the back
to identify, map, and report any and all occurrence of these weeds so that treatment programs to eradicate or con trol these
infestations may be implemented and monitored.
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