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Directions to Rice Canyon

from Susanville, California
From Susanville, take CA-36 E/Main
Street toward Reno, Nevada.
Turn left onto County Highway A27/
Johnstonville Road. Veer left onto
County Highway A27/Center Road.
Make a left onto Rice Canyon Road,
and follow to the Rice Canyon
OHV open area.

Directions to Rice Canyon

from Reno, Nevada
From US-395 North, turn left onto
Leavitt Lane. Make a left on County
Highway A27/Center Road.
Take the first right onto Rice Canyon
Road, and follow to the Rice Canyon
OHV open area.

Banner Lassen Medical Center

Emergency Room

1800 Spring Ridge Dr.

Susanville, CA 96130
(530) 252-2000

Emergencies
DIAL 911

Welcome

The Rice Canyon off-highway vehicle (OHV)
open area lies within the Antelope/Shaffer/Bald
Mountain Special Recreation Management Area
(SRMA). The open area is about 20 miles east of
Susanville, California, and consists of 105 acres of
public land managed primarily for OHV use. The
recreation area is open to all types of vehicles,
such as motorcycles, all-terrain vehicles (ATV), and
four-wheel drive vehicles, and provides excellent
hill-climb opportunities. All OHV use beyond the
open area is limited to designated routes and
trails. The OHV open area is on the west side of
Rice Canyon and is recognizable by the adjacent
hill-climb area, parking area, and trails behind the
kiosk.

Trash

Trash dumping is illegal, damaging to wildlife and
habitat, and expensive to clean up. Please help
keep your public lands clean. To participate in

an organized cleanup event or to report a trash
dumping, contact the Eagle Lake Field Office at
(530) 257-0456.

OHV Regulations

Visitors are responsible for knowing all area

rules and regulations that are enforceable under
the Code of Federal Regulations. Violations

are punishable with fines up to $1,000 and/or
imprisonment for up to 12 months. The following
is a partial list of the regulations.

e Vehicle use is limited to designated routes
except within the Rice Canyon OHV open
area boundary.

e All OHVs must have proper registration
(a green or red sticker or street legal license).

e Out-of-state vehicles must be legally
registered in another state and display a
California Nonresident OHV Use Permit.
For more information or to purchase a
nonresident permit, visit ohv.parks.ca.gov.

e All OHVs must meet state and federal noise
standards.

e All OHVs must have a properly installed spark
arrestor that is approved by the U.S. Forest
Service and has not been modified.

e ltisillegal to ride or drive under the influence
of alcohol, narcotics, or other drugs.

e State law requires the use of helmets while
riding ATVs.

e State law prohibits passengers on ATVs unless
the ATV was specifically designed for two or
more people.

To experience nonmotorized recreational
opportunities, visit one of the other sites within
the Antelope/Shaffer/Bald Mountain SRMA. The
61,764 acres attract all types of recreationists and
are ideal for the following activities:

Antelope Mountain: hang gliding, hiking, and
sightseeing

Antelope Pit: target shooting

Byers Pass (Bald Mountain): target shooting,
hunting, and horseback riding

Belfast/Willow Creek Canyon (Tunnison
Wilderness Study Area): hiking, sightseeing,
stream fishing, hunting, and environmental
education

Shaffer Mountain: target shooting, hunting,
mountain biking, sightseeing, and wildlife viewing

Right Rider Etiquette

The future availability of the OHV trail system

in Rice Canyon depends on you! Always yield to
other users. Show respect when meeting others
by slowing down or stopping. Use hand signals to
indicate how many riders are following you. The
Rice Canyon open area is managed for multiple
uses, and the trails run both ways. Anticipate
hunters, target shooters, hikers, horseback riders,
mountain bikers, and other OHV enthusiasts using
this area. Please ride responsibly, and share the
open area!

Required OHV Safety Training
Enroll youth riders in the required ATV training

today. For more information, visit:

ATV Safety Institute
Phone: (800) 887-2887
www.atvsafety.org

California Motorcyclist Safety Program
Phone: (877) 743-3411
WWW.ca-msp.org

OHV Sound Compliance

Information

Competition OHVs are not manufactured to
comply with Environmental Protection Agency
noise or California emission standards. Refer to
the owner’s manual, or contact a local dealer to
determine the designation of your OHV. For
noise limitation restrictions, contact the Eagle
Lake Field Office.

Susanville Ranch Park: cross-country skiing, hiking,
horseback riding, and mountain biking. For more
information, visit www.susanvilleranchpark.com.

This high-elevation desert area is part of the
Modoc Plateau and ranges in elevation from
4,000 to 7,000 feet. The terrain consists of
sagebrush, bitterbrush, and bunchgrass
communities. These habitats are home to many
wildlife species, such as mountain lions, coyotes,
rabbits, deer, pronghorn, snakes, lizards, and
several bird species. The generally dry, warm days
have average high summer temperatures close to
90 degrees, and the daytime winter temperature
averages 40 degrees.

Some of these areas can be found on the map
on the other side of this brochure. For specific
information about these areas, contact the Eagle
Lake Field Office.

Camping/Water

Camping is allowed on public lands for up to 14

consecutive days; however, developed campsites are

not provided, and potable water is not available.
Also, the dumping of grey or black wastewater is
illegal.

Campfires

Campfires are allowed with a current campfire
permit, but seasonal fire restrictions may prohibit
campfires during periods of high fire danger.

Remember to always put your campfire completely

out! To acquire a campfire permit or learn current

fire restrictions, contact the Eagle Lake Field Office.

Private Land

Please respect all private property postings, and
gain permission to cross private lands. Keep in
mind, the Rice Canyon open area is adjacent to a
residential area; follow all posted speed limits and
respect homeowners.

Safety

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) manages

public lands for multiple uses, so be aware of other
visitors and your surroundings. Always let someone

know where you are going and when you expect
to return. Visitors should be aware of potential
wildlife dangers in the area, such as mountain
lions and rattlesnakes.

Firearms

Except where posted, hunting is allowed
on BLM-managed lands; however, shooting
is prohibited on or across roads and within
one-fourth of a mile of developed trailheads.
For target shooting opportunities, visit
Byers Pass (Bald Mountain). Visitors should
use extreme caution when shooting in or
around the Rice Canyon OHV open area.
All targets and casings are considered litter,
so please dispose of them properly. For a
fully operational shooting range, see the
information below. For questions on these
areas or directions, contact the Eagle Lake
Field Office.

Formal Shooting Range

The Sierra Sportsmen Club, at 478-505 Brier
Patch Road (off Rice Canyon Road), is a
partner of the BLM and provides access to
shooting sports in Lassen County. The Sierra
Sportsmen Club is a registered National

Rifle Association, California Rifle and Pistol
Association, and Single Action Shooting
Society club. For more information, visit their
website at www.sierrasportsmen.com.

LEAVE NO TRACE

Principles

Plan Ahead and Prepare

By planning and preparing for your trip,
you can minimize your impact. Also, remember
to prepare for extreme weather, hazards, and
emergencies.

Travel and Camp on Durable Surfaces
Durable surfaces include established trails and
campsites, rock, gravel, dry grasses, or snow.
Protect riparian areas by camping at least 200
feet from lakes and streams.

Dispose of Waste Properly
Pack it in, pack it out. Inspect for trash, leftover
food, and litter, and leave the area better than
you found it for the next visitor.

Leave What You Find

Preserve the past: Observe, but do not touch,
cultural or historic structures and artifacts. Leave
rocks, plants, and other natural objects as you
find them, and avoid introducing or transporting
nonnative species.

Antelope Bitterbrush

One of the most beautiful shrubs in this area is
Purshia tridentate, or antelope bitterbrush. This
plant species is part of the rose family and native
to the area. The yellow flowers have five petals
and darker yellow anthers. The plant is one of the
most important western browse species for big
game, especially mule deer, and is also used for
food and cover by a variety of other wildlife.

Mule Deer

The mule deer (Odocoileus hemionus) is
distinctive by its black-tipped tail and bifurcated,
or forked, antlers. Each year, a buck’s antlers

start to grow in spring and are shed after mating
season, from mid-January to mid-April. A mule
deer’s ears move constantly and independently,
which contributed to the name “mule” deer. Mule
deer bucks have somewhat more prominent ears
than females. Their peculiar bounding leap, called
stotting, allows them to cover distances up to 8
yards, with all four feet coming down together.
During the winter, most mule deer leave the
mountains and enter the valleys where there is
less snow cover.

Pronghorn
The pronghorn (Antilocapra americana) is
distinctive by its horns, which are composed

Minimize Campfire Impacts

Campfires can cause lasting impacts to the
backcountry. When fires are permitted, use
established fire rings, fire pans, or mound
fires. When finished, completely burn all
wood and coals to ash, and then scatter cool
ashes.

Respect Wildlife

Observe wildlife from a distance, and do not
follow or approach them. Never feed animals.
Feeding wildlife damages their health, alters
natural behaviors, and exposes them to
predators and other dangers.

Be Considerate of Other Visitors

Be respectful and courteous of other visitors,
and protect the quality of their experience.
Yield to other users on the trails.

For more information, visit the Leave
No Trace Center for Outdoor Ethics at
www.Int.org.

of slender, laterally flattened blades of
bone that grow from the frontal bone

of the skull and form permanent cores

that develop into sheaths; the
horns are shed and regrown yearly. The
pronghorn is also known as the prong buck,
pronghorn antelope, or antelope and can
run exceptionally fast and even sustain high
speeds longer than cheetahs. Pronghorn
feed off a variety of vegetation such as low-
lying shrubs, native grasses, and forbs. They
occupy low-structured sagebrush habitats
and some natural meadow areas. Prior to
Euro-American settlement, the pronghorn
was one of the most abundant big game
species in California. However, by 1923 only
about 1,000 remained due to adverse land
use practices and unregulated hunting.
Pronghorn numbers have increased slightly
over the last 25 years but are still low in
Lassen County.

Help protect the habitat of mule deer,
pronghorn, and other wildlife species by
staying on designated trails and not crushing
plants. For more information on mule deer,
pronghorn, or other species, contact the
California Department of Fish and Game

at (530) 254-6808, or visit their website at
www.dfg.ca.gov.
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