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Wrltten Comment Form 

Mltiling addresses: 

• 	 Illin Fisher, California Public Utilities Commission, e/ll Dudek, 605 Third Street, 
Encinitas, CA 92024. 

• 	 IILM California 1Joestr1 District Office, AUenliorl' Gn' 11
Lilgos, Moreno Valley, California 92553.9046 . g lomsen, 22835 Clllle Siln Jllan de Lu« 

FlIx: 

• 	 CI'UC lit (HOO) 31 ' ·K8S4 

• BLM 81 (95 1) 697·5299 

Enmil: 

• 	 CPUC III «osub@dudek.com 

• 	 IlLM lit: cillulewind @blm.!:ov 

Public Scoping Ends: 


Cnu. I'UC N oti«orPreparalion: Febrmlry 10 2010

1 Notice orlnlent: Fehruary 12, 20)0 ' 

Comments will be accepted until February 15,2010 
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Fr(lm: derik Ill/Irtln [lll/Illto:nilpaS@prodlgy.netl 
Sent: Wednesday, January 27, 2010 3:47 PM 
To: ECOSUB 
Subject: Scoplng Comments 

J am a land owner in the area N.E. of lacnmba, the whcre you proposc 10 put the ECO 
substation, and n~ar Ihe SW Power link. 

I find il han! 10 bdie\'e the arTl)ganc~ oflhe CPU and Ihe those inl'olwd in all of the 
"power de\"Clopmcm" It's u classic cxample of big business and local and Slale 
gO\'c111mcn! taking ad\'anlage of the cnvironmcnt and those who choose to li,'c in a mrnl 
arcas of San Diego County, 

For Ihe money yo u arc spending on yo ur S.W. Power Link, yo u could suppl y ~3ch home 
in San Diego county with sobr p3uels and nOI ne.>d such a power c-urridor which ruins the 
beauty of the back ~'Ouulry and dis111plS Ihousand~ ofacr~s ofalli",al and pbnl1ife. The 
mOSI invasi'"c thing you can do short of putting in large wind turbincs!! wait yo ur doing 
Ihat 100 ... all in one arca?? Talk about 10lal disregan! for nature and those of us who 
choose to nmkc Ihis remOiC area our humc. '111is has nOlhing to do wilh suppl ying San 
Diego with energy ii's all aboul Muncy ~·Ione·r Money, Withoul heavy go\'enlm~nt 

subsidies non~ of Ihis would happell. Look .11 the wind machines ncar Golden Acorn, the)' 
se ldom nUl and can'l withstand 70mph winds. My guess is IJ[.~t they cost .1h01l1 10.00 pcr 
Kilowalt. 

'nlcre is a large hen! ofpeninsular big h0111 sh~'Cp Ihat liw in the Sierrn luarez area. Ihey 
Ir.1\'el fro111 Mexico into the US 011 those I'e,)" same hill s yo u plantQ build your wind 
muhines, tlk!re is 3110ther h~n! Of 111'0 ncar McCain Valley another ar~a you plall 10 
decimate wilh wind maehin~s. Good bye wild life Hello protits for Semprc and h'Uld OlltS 
fortheCPU1!! 

You will not hear a media reaction. or Ihe tnnh from any powcr compan), or regulator, 
Ihey will simply state this is for "Gr~"'l1 Alternative En~'Tgy" At what cost?'! Literally 
billions of dollars, and thousands of,,~,es decinmtcd and deslroy ed fOl" your "green 
energy" 

If you were up front aboUithis projcct and IOi1ithe people what you wcre doing not 3 

person easl of Highway 80S would be for thi s putluc k ofeomlption and waslC. Why nOI 
postlhe photos thaI are on Semp""s web site and show the people what your \"ision of the 
back country is? 

Dcrik Martin 

lJ71 Pine Dr. 
EI Cajon, CA 92020 
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Tule Wind Farm in South East. San Diego County 

I have heard many objections raised about n wind farm in the mountains in eastern San 
Diego Coullly. Typical comments are tlmt the noise from II wind furnl would be imnlsive, 
propeny values would fa ll .largc numbers ofbiNI$ and bals \I'Quld be kilk>d, il would Slarl 
forest flJ'Cs, il would spoil our beautiful viS\ll, etc., e:tc. What arc the: facls today? 

What aboulthe noise? We arc: not talki ng "bout 1980s technology. ThaI WIIS noisy. We: 
are calking about 2008+ tet:hnologieslhat is IlOI noisy. We:II, how noisy is not noisy? 
You can stand Dllhe base of the lower and have a normal CQI1vcrsation withoul rising you 
voke, At 750 to 1000 feel, a wind farm gencrJI<:s D noise lhat is about the same as you 
siuing in your ki lChcll wilh )'our refrigel'llror is running, TImt is a range orabout 35 10 45 
dl3 --- 35d13 is a quiet bt.-droom, a library is nbout 40dB while: 45dll is a really quiet 
offiee. When I visited the Campo wind farm, I cou ld nOI hear Ihe swish oflhe blades £II 
about I ()()() feet. So, Ihe edge of tile wind farm should be atlcasl 0.5 mi les away from 
residences 10 have no noise intrusion. 

What aboul propeny values plumnw:ling1 A "CT)' comprehensi,'c study o f25.000 
Te!lidences showed there was an impact of wind fl1flT1$ on adjacent propcny vallle5
they increased property valltC$, Tcn wind r.vm projects in the US in seven SlJlles were 
identified. For ellCh community adjacenl to a wind farm, one was found without a wind 
flll'm that was comp!lrable, Selling prices for homes were studied in each set of 
communities for 3 years before llIld 3 ycars after the wind farm was bui ll. All this data 
was analyzed and gave the results of incrensed propeny values in the wind fann adjacent 
communities. So, ifyou are worned aboul pnlJlCny values. make sure you build II wind 
fafm ncarlJy. 

What aboullhe large number o f birds and bats thaI would be killed? Well. wind 
generator.; do kill bird,. Each one kill s about I 102 birds pc:!' year on avenlge. That is a 
problem bUI residences kill I 10 10 binls D yC/lf. The road lhat your car drives on kills 15 
1020 birds per mi le. Your house cat kill s I 102 birds per year. All told. hu man aclivities 
(and house CDts) kill from 260 10 1380 million birds a year. Eve n if 300/0 of all our 
electricity in the USA \\1" generJled by wind farms. they would kill about 0.6 million 
birds. So where does Ihis leave us? One could conelude Ihal bird kill from wind farms 
are insignificam in the generelsclM:me of human activilies. Yet, the California Energy 
Commission's (CEC) policy is <'no acti\' iIY should kill birds withoul mitigation simply 
because other human IIClivilics also kill birds." A wise pol icy. Now Ihal a number of 
wind farms have been buill in California and we have II better undcrstand ofwhal factors 
contribute to higher bird kills, wind farms t:an be designed to reduce the imp!lct on birds. 
The CEC demands th3t cl1eh new wind farm be designed to mitigate hird imp!lcl based on 
thi s new understunding. We wouldn'l know Ihe likely impa<:ts of this proposed wind 
farm unlil II bwtch of data was collected and analyzed. This would on ly occur al the 
completion orllle dran EnvironmenUlllmpact StalcmcnL 

Older wind gCfICTIIlors did Slan fires and some oflhem did cause ground !c\'c1 grass fires. 
As \lilh noise, the fin: issue bas changed in lhe cum:nl generation of wind II1IIChines. 



Each machine DOW costs I to 3 million dolllU'S and needs to operate for about IS yeurs or 
so to pay back the investmeTIt. So there is a Slrong intm:st on the pan oftbe wind farm 
owner to not have the machine bum lip. So milch for intent. What abollt the specifics. 
These machines are high abo,'e Srollnd on a st~'e l tower placed in the middle ofa SO by 
70 foot gravel pad with II Ia.o:::k ofvegeution around base of tower. The high "oltage 
wires front the machines an:: undergnmnd. lightning protection devices on each lower. 
and temperalures inside the gelleratorll are monilored. Shul down is automalie when 
~bovc normallcmpcralures arc sensed. The data seems 10 show thllt li~lIning damage to 
newer mach ines is ran:. However. I have unuble 10 find comprehensive data on ground 
tires caused by these newer machines one way or til<: other but il does not seem to be a 
problem. 

Finally, you certainly can see a modem wind generator. They are large with the to\\"eI" 
being about 200 ' tal l and each of three blades being about I2S' long. The queslion is 
when you see them, whal is your reaction? lbal depends on the eye of the beholder. It 
can range from II stick in the eye reaction ifit spoils tM view )'ou W"e I.ISCd to. Of you can 
see elegant and beautiful kinetic sculptures Ihat are symbols ofa Ies& polluting future. 
SoIlM: Sily tool we wi li losc our viSla lind it would be a t",gedy for San Dicgo Coonty. 
When you look lit the map of San Diego County. you will see an CDOmlOUS amount of 
land are dedicaled to county parks and preserves. Slale parks and preserves and nalional 
forests and recre81ion areas. San Diego County is tru ly blessed wilh more than ample 
outdoor space to enjoy in many ways. To take these few acres that are II combination of 
private. Nntive American and OLM land for the laudab le purpose of generating clean 
energy, is not depriving San Diegl!l1s of nat urn I vistas. We oo"e many, many naturnl 
ViS1a51100 are trading the view of this partieulllT smull piec:e of land for a commitment to 
a elellller tOIl"lOffl)W. We need to keep things in perspective. 

Some people say why don' t we put all ooreggs into one basket and only we rooflop PV 
as our renewable energy soun:c. Urban·sited I'V has a lot of advantages as one: ora 
pDI1fo lio of renewable energy opt ions. But iI is ellpcnsh'e and is about th~ times moR: 
ClIpellliive that wind energy. As with wind. PV doc:s DOt do a very goodjob at displacing 
peak power. So both depend on other renewable energy sourecs soch as basclood 
g~'Othem\;ll, baseload biomass electric plants and desert solar lhermal plWlIll with ~heap 
thermal storage to make the electric grid system work. Without these other renewable 
energy options. you would depend too hea~ily on fl)ssi l fuels and e.~pensive 5tomgc. 

All of the above is an attempt to address the negative allegation made against 9 wind 
fann. Most of the allegaliollS Sl"Cm to have little support. 

~ is a very strong case thai you can make for wind fanns a.~ a form or,,:newable 
energy. This is usually acknowledged by most and then wejump right to the BlJr.. .. 
What are the e lements o f a suollg ease for? The msjordements are thai for every KwhT 
ofwind electrici ty that substitutes for how we now gcnetate electricity, we eliminate air 
and "/aler pollutants., el iminate !!fCC1l Ilousc gases.. lower the cost of electricity. dOII 't 
deplete fossil fuels, and avoids a host ofOlher conventional energy problems and generate 
jobs both locally and elsewhere in the U.S. 



Wilatllir poliutalllll do ...." eliminate? ThcR: would be 00 sulfur dioxide Of nitrogen 
oxides which make lICid min, or any smog formalion from nitrogen oxides.. or parcieulpte 
mUllcr to clog our lungs, or heavy melnls such as mereury to CIIuse brain damage to 
children. To put numbers on this, if30% US electricity provid~-d by wind and it 
substituted for tOOay 's coal plants. then S02 would be reduced by 16 billion pounds/yr, 
and NOx reduced by 9 billion pounds/yr, The avoided human health impaclll would be: 
avoided deaths of 14.364 pcoplc:lyr; avoided asthma auacb of300.OOOIyr. avoided upper 
respiratory symptoms of2.07 milliCMllyr. Alld II bunch ofe02 would Mt be genc:ntted 
and reduce the people induced "''ilfITIing of the planet. 

What good does reducing green house wpmling gases do for us? It n.-dIK:eS things like 
wealher extremes such!l.'j increased floods and droughts, more frequcnl and more violent 
tropical stOmlS (such 8S Ki lrina). and rising ocean level. So every K Whr of wind 
clectrieity, SICCTS US away for ollr clIrrcnttinkerinl! with global climale and steer us 
toward a more stable future. 

Wind electricity also avoids al l the dreadful Olher impaclll ofcoal. oil and gas eX\lllC:tion 
lQJ(\ tronsport It also avoids all the goo-political complications and incredible cost of our 
current immersing in the middle...east It avoids ha7.111'ds of nuclear power which an: many 
and insidious soch liS the dilemma of small probability o f catastrophic occ ident, the use of 
weapon grade nuclear malerials with links to terrorism, the further terrorist threat of 
"mole" disnll)1ing nuclear plant opellltion and eausinl! melt dOl'lI, the b.:rrorist threat of 
small organized group Inking over a nuclear plant and causing melt down, aoo the long 
term (geological) radioactive waste storage problem. 

Wioo is a real bencfit and should be pursued vipously to replace: fossils and nuclear 
power. We can" t rely on othcrs in far away places 10 solve our problem of~ncrating too 
much green 00use gases for our 0"011 I!ood. This seems like a good place to site a wind 
furms in our region. This coupled with a hosl ofother things to improve our emeien! use 
of energy and a portfolio ofother renewable sources of energy should gcl us 10 a much 
brighter future. 

Rich Caputo 
San Diego RencWllble Energy Socie!y 
28JaoIO 
Julian, CA 



01{28/10 
Rooald and Ellubetb Dablgreo 
Taos Otra Vn HlstorlcCattle Ranch (515 :;oats) 
HI&hway94 
Potrero, caJ1fomb 
619·971·3681 Cell 

I am bere this evening to strongly support the Boulevard 5ubstatiollJl" needed 10 provide an 
IO lenonnenlon of renewable generation In ,outbeastem San Diego transmission 5)'51em.. 
The soune of this reneWOlble elett:rlcal energy will be wind turbInes and other ~n projects. 
Our Ranch will bevlsuan)' Impaned b)' SDGI! 1441 ftlransmlsslon towers whIch ""' 1 mile 
rrom our property. We are not nimby's butlmbfs. Tbiseledrh:alllne will have comethrough 
Boulevard Sub·Station reCf!lvlngenergy. for now. from the Me Cain Valley, Tule and Energla 
SIerra Juarez generators. 
We must nol have the "drill baby drill or nudear generatIon .... pport view" bl'Qluse we are 
compromisIng. now, our earth's life syslems, temperature and creating air/water pollution. 
Natlonal defense Is being JMpanllzed by 05log up our 011. natural gas and coal rtse....es. As 
dttlell5, we should be buylllJ( our fossil fuel.ourced eneri)' from other (ountrle., Le. 1It1 
lIS t.. from Venezuela which Is our prlmarysource. CUJTtntly, storagt rorOu<learwaste Is 
serlollSly IImlled aud dangerous, Le. even for canter therapy oUclear Isotope refuse, and 
calUlng In Washlngloo State old nucl~ container leakage Inln the Cnlumbla RiYe1' whlcb 
se....es PortlaDd's WOller oeed•• 
Wind and Sun Is FREE. bUilt can'tbe Itao$JIIlltedwlreles. like our cell phones. Even now, 
Boulevard and Jacumba .... ve unreliable Sub·statlons (45 black outs/yr. SDGE). SDGE needs to 
replace the old ones with reliable tecbnolollY ..... Icb can perform both functions: the 
transml",lon of renewable energy and culTtnl senolce. Yes. II will COSI mon~y bul wlult the 
eKperiencefrom Europeand U.S. demonstrates Is uillmately II will save u.s 15'1\1 when 
compared 10 fossil fuel sourced enerll)' and that savlnls wlll probably Just keep going up. 
One legltlmate healtb ConCf!m {HarT}' lUId PIerpoint. "'.D.) of wind turblne'~ Is the creation of 
a medical vesllbular syndrome Involvtnllllrlmarlly bearing and balanu whlcb can resull rrom 
Jo.catlng turbines too close to residences. but II call be addre~sed and measured dependent 
upon the she of the turbines, dedbd level ofsnund aod dlst:otnce to resldentes. The World 
Health Orpnlzadon (source Wlklpedl.;o) recolI'uneliM for the largest IUrblne{200 KW+} a 
sound ..ot 10 tx«!ed 20 Oeclbels {hollle nfrlgerato...SO dedbels} and dlrt;lnce not less than 2 
kilometers (1.33 miles). 
Forthe benefit ofaU Our San Diego Cnunty Citizens. Wildlife and Nation please, as we are. 
endorse and support !:best energy lransmlsslon and energy proJeclS. 

Thank you. 
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Directory:MIT:Daniel Nocera:Catalytic Electrolysis 
From l'ES Wiki 

« A Top 100 Energy Technology >~ 

Electrolysis Brcaklhrough for Solar Storage 

Daniel Nocera 
CATALYST NEARLY 100% EFFICIENTInspired by the photosynthesis performed by plants, researchers 

at the Mussachuscus Institute ofTtchnology (Min have 
combined n liquid catalyst with photovoltaic eeUs 10 achieve a 
super efficient (nearly ]00%) electrolysis. 

This becomes a very elTcctive storage system. One obvious 
extension of this would be the cost-effective stol"llgc of daytirne 
solar energy for night-time usc, Excess capacity duriug the day 
could be stored as hydrogen and oxygen, then used in fuel cell$ at 
night when needed. 

"Solar power has always been a limited, f..1r-01T solution. 
Now we can seriously think about solar power as unlimited 
and soon." - Daniel Nocera: Science; July 31,2008 

Those playing with onboard electrolysis for hydroxy gas injection in to the air intake might find this developmcnt to 
be notcworthy as well . 

Contents 
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A~ Supercondu<:tor 	 P~gc2of4 

7,000 mil., 5,000 Mllf/awatt Pow., Equival.nts 

Out of Sight, Out of Harm's Way 

Superconductor Electricity Pipelines combine conventional underground pipel ine construction techniques with 
rcvolutiol\llTy, high cnp.l<:ity supereonductor cablcs IlJId proven multi-terminal DC-AC power clcctronic 
converters. The result is a high-capacity, long-Mul eI~'<:tric transmission "pipcline" tMt: 

• 	 Deliver.! Gigawalf! of GTi'en Power to Markel: Capable ofcarrying wind, solar, geothcmlAl and hydro 
power from mUltiple sites to m ul tiple <:ities. 

• 	 Resolves Difficult Siting Problems: Conventional overllCad transmission lines require new corridors 
hundreds of fcel wide. TIle time-consuming and potentially litigious process involved to site these lines is 
a significnnt roadblock 10 developing Ilew rcrn!wable power in the U.S. Supercondu<:tor Electricity 
I'ipclines <:an carry thousands ofmegawults (many gigaw~l1s) of power in II 25-foot-wide corridor and can 
be placed in existing railroad and highway rights of way. 

• 	 Improves Authet;Clj: Conventionlll high volllIge towers are more than 100 feCI tall and can significantly 
imJl8ctthe acstbctics of neighborhoods. national parks and sensitive wildlife areas. Superconductor 
Electricity Pipelines are out of sight lind oul of mind. Unlike overhead power lilies. th<:y also arc free from 
electromagneti<: fields. 

• 	 I ncreases Security: Ice storms, hurricanes, tornadoes ~nd terrorism Illl;l just a few of the thn:ats to 
overhead power lilltS. Given thei r undergrolUld loeation, Superconductor Electricity Pipelines are out of 
hann's way. 

• 	 Enh~n( C!I Efficie ncy: Superconductor Electricity Pipelines are able to cuI power losses by two to thn.'e 
timC5 when compared with conventional transmission optiol1s. This results in improved return-(ln
investment lind reduced carbon emissions. 

• 	 Simillilies Co.d Allo~"'lion : Cost sharing for T!CW AC trnnsmission lines is a significant challenge due to 
the difficulty in determining the benefit each affected elcctric utility rcccivcs. The power supplied 10 and 
delivered from Superconductor Electricity ['ipeline DC-AC on- and ofT-romps enables much simpler cost 
allocation. 

• 	 IJI Cost Competitive: When looking at the thousand- mile, multi-gigawau transmission runs n.oquircd to 
tl'llllspon renewable energy from America' s heartlands to its cities, Superconductor Elcctricity Pipelines 
are comparable in cost to 765 kV AC overhead transmission li nes. 

Cont llct U~! For more info nnation reg~ rding Su pcrconduclo r Electricity l'i peJinCll, please contaci U~ a l 
f1owe'l'ipe~"'lImse.Cl)m 



Rica Nitka 

From: Phste@aoi.oom 
Sent: Saturday. January 30. 20tO 5: 34 PM 
To: ECOSUB 
Subject: Trio of East San Diego County efectric projeds 

Commenlon project alternatives: 

Project alternatives include increased conservation and distributed or ' rooftop' solar 
generation. 

There is some academic argument that large scale renewable energy projects are 
superior to distributed or ' rooftop ' sources. It is possible the large-scale projects may 
appear. on an Excel spreadsheet. to create more power. faster at lower unit cost. 

Cost is not the key test result of an analysis of project alternatives. 

The most important test is effectiveness. Are the alternative projects overall as likely 
to produce a similar outcome, but one more favorable to the environment? 

The answer lor conservation and rooftop solar is ·yes'. 

For a number of reasons: 

, . Conservation is immediate, and to a great extent, persists. It is virtually cosUess to 
the consumer. although it has some cost to utilities in the form of backup or peak 
requirements--but those are more than offset by the reduction in proposed project 
costs. 

2. The costs saved by consumers in conserving energy more than balance the 
greater efficiency of large-scale projects when analyzed in total , over lime. 

3. In addition. once a consumer starts conserving electricity, they also begin to think 
about conserving water and other resources. They recycle at greater rates. There is 
a cascade of benefits, all measurable based on years of experience in San Diego, 
Southem Califomia, Califomia, Ihe West, the United States. Westem Europe and 
now. in nascent lorm. in India and China. 

4. Rooftop solar has greater overall economic benefit. ft can be done by apartment 
owners for their tenants, by homeowners for themselves or renters. by business, by 
schools (which do not consume much power in the summer. and therefore could inject 
vast quantit ies 01 power inlo the grid at the very lime power demand peaks). and all 
kinds of institutions. Indeed. in San Diego. it has been Shown that solar panels can 
be Installed above at-grade parking. providing power and shading asphalt surfaces. 
with resultant overall cooling and decrease in ambient summer power demand. 

5. Rooftop solar tends to involve more local suppliers, installers and people involved 
in maintenance. This was one of the key faclors behind the Los Angeles Unified 
School District's move to solar power. This provides more local economic benefit than 
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does bringing in massive wind turbines manufactured ollsile, or offshore, and hiring roving 
professional crews to install them , Ditto lor transmission towers. The materials are made 
elsewhere. While solar panels may be made elsewhere, there is a greater component of 
labor cost and locally manufactured product cost in rooftop solar than in large scale 
renewable energy projects. And, a local company, Kyocera, is one of the leaders in solar 
panel design and fabrication. 

6. Rooftop solar has almost no environmental impact. local government is working on 
regulations thai involve one neighbor's project impacting anothers. But there are a myriad of 
such local impacts including one neighbor's trees blocking another's view. This is nothing 
like the massive impact of permanent renewable sources and transmission lines from 
grading to build pads and access roads, to significant bird-kill to noise (have you ever walked 
beneath a high transmission line? It hums continuously and loudly). 

7. Can power from conservation and rooftop solar be achieved as fast as from mega
projects? The answer for conservation is ' yes '. For rooftop solar the answer, tooking purely 
at economics and sources of capital would be, ' probably not, at least now' , but rooftop solar, 
if encouraged (in part by denying mega projects which are vastly more harmful to the 
environment), will become competiti ve on a purely economic basis as demand increases 
and manufacturing and installation costs come down. 

8. It is very difficult to make an apples to apples economic comparison of distributed power 
to mega-projects, given the accounting treatment utilities receive, regulatory mandates, 
guaranteed utility rates of retum (power lines) and tax benefits and subsidies to all parties. 

However it is easy to see that conservation is virtually free to achieve, yet has benefits that 
can be precisely measured for all parties. Indeed, utilities throughout the United States have 
found conservation to be highly profitable·-diverting scarce capital from expensive projects to 
more profitable uses--so profitable that utilities are paying customers not to use power (Idaho 
Power and Boise area farmers among others.) 

Peter H. St.Clair 
2326 Whitman Street 
San Diego CA 92 103 
6,9-260-1307 
phstc@aol.com 

..,.-.................. ,............................................................ 
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Fr(lm: su~anne bennett [mailto:su«onnebennett@nxketmall.OOm] 
Sent: Monday, February 01, 2010 3:51 PM 
To: ECOSUB 
Subject: County Energy Projects 

To Whom It May COncern: 
Please po NO! approve the proposed energy projects In East San Diego County. 
San Diego Gas & Electric is motivated solely by profit and has no genuine Interest In 
the environment, In supporting green power, In maintaining a reasonable rate 
structure, or In taking responsibility for the damage its power lines have caused and 
will continue to cause. 
The proposed Sunrise Powerllnk Is a disastrous project that will be a blight on the 
aesthetics of the land In The need for a trans-county power line is 
questionable but If you it Is a wise endeavor then at least, 
make them run the for Its entire length. If that Is too costly, 
then stop the Sunrise local power generation projects (e.g. 
solar panels) that will benefit i as well as Individual energy 
producers/consumers. It's not too late for the CPUC to reconsider the legacy It's 
bequeathing to the citizens of California. 
I would not be writing this letter unless I believed that we have leaders with vision 
and guts enough to stand against the pressure of "Let's do It fast and do It my way" 
profiteers. 
Thank you for considering my opinion. 
Suzanne Bennett 
1524 Savin Drive 
EI Cajon, CA 92021 
(619) 447-2954 

u.u....... 
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,000 PIONEER WAY, ELCf,./OH, CA ~ 
l'ItONE: tlg.uo.142. FAX: .'J4.OO.NI. 

Februury 4, 20 10 

Mr. III;n Fi$her 
Dllifomia Public Utilities Canunission 
cJoDudck 
croavb@d'Klek.oom 

Re: £CO Substation Projccl 

Dear Mr. Fisher: 

I Jive in East SIIIl Diego COWlI), and am a Project MlUlB.ser for Uamann Companies. which owns 
oJIProximalely 2,000 acn:s of land ;n tile Boulevard lite;) north of IntcrstlllC S. This rt:llion i. ideal 
for rencWllble CIll."i,Y dC\'clopmcn! dlK to ilS vllSt wind. solar and geolhermal resources. We need 
to lake IIdvlIIltllgc of this opportunity by buildins renewable cnet'iY projects and infi'utructun: 
like the ECO SUMWtion Project. I suppott this project bccaUSll il is critical 1101 only 10 our 
rnc:'l!Y i~. bu! to economic siability and cl«1ric reliability. 

Iu I SUllt<1 in my lestimony .II the Boulewrd 5COpiua mcet.ioa on JiIIIlW)' 28. lell$ oflholl$Dnds of 
people are 0111 ofwork in East County. l)e¥elopina clean ener&Y in .he rqion 'N(IU.1d CI'etItC green 
jobs when they &R: Dttdcd mosL GivCIIlhesc betlefilS, I respectfully requcsllhat the 
JIO(:ioeconomics $OCtioo of the ElIVEIS consider the following quatiMS: 

1. 	 How ma"lr megawatts 01 reoowabla entIIiY could feasibly be generated ", East Cc:lunty? 

2, 	 How many f8f16WabIe energy profecls (and megawatts ot eJeclricity) could be raci~latad by \he 
oon9lructioo 01 ECO? Howmany COiIId be facilitated by the project al!emaliYes? 

3. 	 How many Iemp)ray and pennanent ~ 'MllIId be aealed In East County if this polen\ial 

reMWabIe energy were deYebped? 


4. 	 WhaI is the estimate of property tall rcYOnUC to Iho county that roukl be anlldpaled ~ tha pmjects 
that WOIAd be capable of being bult bocavse 01 ECO? 

mailto:croavb@d'Klek.oom
http:J4.OO.NI


Page Tv.o 

February 4,2010 

Additionnl ly, I ask that the envuOIuneutal study quantify the reliability benefits of ECQ and the 
altemDlives. This analysis should include: rtductiOJl$ in the nwnber lind duration ofouta8:e! in 
communities served by the ellistin8 no",levard S",bsMion. 

John Gibson 
Project Manager 
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February 6, 2010 

lain Fishe r 

California Public Utilitics CommiS1;ion 

CIODudck 

6()5 Third Street 

Encinitas, CA 92024 


Dear Mr. Fisher: 

Thank you for coming to our community and conducting the scoping hearing and I enjoyed our 
coIlVersation before and aft'-"T the hearing.. I am writing in regards to tnc EJRlEIS for SDG&E's 
proposed ECQ Substation project. As a fonner f.. larine. J S1ron!lly bcl int: that wt:. as a nation, 
must wean ourselves away from foreign oil and fossil fuel s. Rel1Cwable energy will play an 
intew.. 1 role in thi s process. which is why projects like the ECO Substation are so important. 
With that said., I ... ould liL-:e to S<."C t~ issues below indu&d in the EIRJEIS. 

Air Qua lity 

The ELRJEIS should analyze the envi ronmental ocncfits ofreocwable energy in tenns of air 

quality by including the following infonnation: 


• 	 The number of renewable energy proj,-~IS that could be develoJX.""d if the SCQ Substation 

project is built. 


• 	 The number of fossi l-fueled power plants that could hypothetically be replaced if these 

renewable energy projects are developed 


• 	 The potential grcenholJSC gas emission reductions created by the shifi from fossil fuels to 

renewable energy in East Counly. 


• 	 The percentage orthe region's AB 32 targets that could be reached because of these 

reductions. 


Socioeconomics 

From an economic perspective, I would like Ihe EIR/EIS to identify: 

• 	 The amount ofiocome wind farms could geocrate for local fanners and ranchers through 

capital investment as we ll as to local labor and suppliers during construction and post

construction. 


• 	 Whethcror not \vind development in EaSI County could raise propcrty values for large tracts 
ofprivate, developpble land and whether it will adversely imppct residential property values 
in the area. 

( hope you will incorporate this infonnation into the proje<:t' s e nvironmental document. 

Si",...w.~
~ ?'-L",O 

Randy ac 

2627 C meron Truck Trail 

Campo, CA 91906 

(6 19}478-5403 




Elizabeth Higgins, Realtor® 

1087 Pine Dr., EJ Capn, CA 92020 


February 7, 2010 


lain fisher 
California Public Utilities Commission 
c/o Dudek 
60S Third Street 
Encinitas, Callfomia 92024 
ecosub@dudek,·com 

Re: Comments on ECO SUbstation 

Mr. Asher: 

I am a real estate broker and have worked In the real estate business for over 40 
years. As such, I carefully coosider Impacts to property values In evaluating any 
potential project. Of particular Interest to me Is a December 2009 study showing that 
wind farms have no negative effect on residential property values 
(htto:1leetd, lbLgov/EA/EMP). I respectfulfy ask the Commission to Include a similar 
study for eastern San Diego County in the ECO Substation environmental report 
Specifically, I would like to know If the wind development spurred by the project would 
impact home prices in the area as either an Increase or decrease in value. Real estate 
values at this time are greatly devalued as a result of current market economics. 

In a similar vein, the report should determine: I ) Whether or not the ECa 
Substation/wind development would attract new residents to the area by creating 
additional jobs; 2) How this popolatlon growth would affect demand for housing and 
other services provided by local businesses; and 3) How this new demand would benefit 
the local economy. Would additional schools and public safety services be needed, and 
would the cost of such servires be offset by Increased property tax revenue? 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on these proceedings. I believe the ECa 
Substation Is a lynch pin that will ultimately facilitate wind energy development and 
benefit eastern San Diego County. I hope a thorough assessment of these positive 
elements will be Included In the environmental analysis. 

Sincerely. I ~ 

~/;/".db'~~# 
Elizabeth Higgins, Reattof® 
ORE license#: 00323802 
Phone: 619.-441-2717 



Fr(lm: jlmbumsfree [mailto:jlmbumsfree@me.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, February 10, 2010 6:06 PM 
To: ECOSUB 
Cc: luke Gordon; Fanshen X; Mursshud Van Merlin; Ha Ha; Aba One; Jack Rudra 
Subject: 5<.:oplng COnments for InclUSion In the ECO Substation &oping RepOrt 

1am ~ubmitling comments for review by the appropriate parties in creating 
final plans for the ECO Substation Projl.:e\. 

My name is James Freebum . I represent a church and a religious community 
which has organized to purchase and maintain residence for church personnel 
on parcel /I's 659 030 04 00 and 6[2 1205300. We also own an adjacent 
property to Ihe south (parccl659 030 II 00) giving us usc of 165 acres tOlnl. 
We t[Cat these individual properties as a ~ing[e piece ofproper1Y. Wc havc 
been there since [994. Our organi7..3lion is ea[[ed The New Being Projec\. We 
arc a 501(3) non-protit with an IRS le(\er of determination of tax e)(emption 
and ehurch slat us. We have been incorporated since 1974. I currently serve as 
a member orthe board and viee-pre~ident of the non-profl\' I work closely 
with the legal owners of all properties cited in Ihese comments. A[I parties are 
part ofa community of church members have purchas~:d the properties as a 
religious comlllunity to further our church's work. 

Our property is lI~ed as rclreat residence for Ouf church members and we also 
grow fbod and raise animals to feed our community as a[[owed by our zoning. 
We offer free yoga. spiritual practice. and food to the surrounding comlllunity. 

We purchased thc property primarily because of its seclusion, it"s agricultural 
possibilities, and its natural beauty. 

While not opposed the Eeo Substation Project in principle. its proposed palh 
grossly inlerferes with our use of our properties. I seck 10 pelition the planners 
and approvers of this project to make route or structural changes which wi[[ 
mit igate the impaci orlhe currently proposed route on our church activities. 

To further this petition, loiTer the following list of negativc impacts the current 
rOllting will hal'c on the usc and value orour property: 

I) 11 appears as though the proposed route seeks to hug the borders of parcel 
659030 04 00 and thel1 to cro~s directly across our smaller parcel 612 120 53 
00. 

mailto:mailto:jlmbumsfree@me.com


However since we own and usc the property adjacent to this border on its 
southern side, [he proposed route etl<:etively cuts our 165 acres in half. Our 
property was purchased for personal retreat and residence. It was purehased for 
the peace and simplicity that is atTorded by rural living. Our church greatly 
values the natural beauty of the land and the skies. Our property, in particular, 
enjoys beautiful views of boulders and skyline. The views on the property are 
the perff.:ct selling for the relreat and eontemplalion purposes lor which our 
church members use the propt!rly. Huge metal towers viewablc from evcry 
side ofour property will eliminate the beautiful and natural quality of Ihis 
setting. The spectacular nighl-time views of Ihe stars will also be greatly 
dcgraded by the towcrs and lighting Ihat come with it 

2) Our community grows its own food and raises animals. Our property is 
specifically zoned for rcsidcnlial agriculture. We lire actively farming on many 
parts of our property. We ha\·e plans lor organic limning and cultivating every 
available square loo\. The towers and Ihe roads that service them will decrease 
our available square footage . Also. the construction of towers and roods could 
alTect how water shcds and collects on the property perhaps making more 
square lootage unusable. The ElRlEIS acknowledge thaI hazardous materials 
will be Ilsed during construction and maintenance of the powcr lines. Segments 
of Ollr soil could be rendered unlit for organic or even conventional limning in 
this process. 

3) We live and tarm solely and access to quality ground wflIer through our 
wells. The EIRIEIS acknowledge Ihat construction and maintenance or new 
power lines could neg.1lively affect the quality and availability or our ground 
water. 

4) Construction will be vcry noisy and disruptivc. Continuing maintenance will 
bring workers and vehicles rcgularly onto our land which our chureh purchased 
for privacy. retreat , meditation and contemplation. It is the combination of 
natural beauty and scd udcd quiet that makes our property uniquely suitable lor 
our chureh'S residential retreat purposes. 

5) Erecting the powcr lines will certainly greatly lower thc value of the two 
parecls upon which the lines arc physically located. howcver, additionally. 
sincc Ihey arc set to be placed right along thc border of the southcrn property 
(parcel 11 659 030 II 00) and no other natural border exists, the value of the 
adjacent propcrty also owncd by our community will no doubt suficr as well. 
Since the propcrties hal'C linle other value lor most potential buyers than their 
natural beauty and their agricultural potcntials , the power lincs pose a grcat 
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threat to our ability to sell the properties for their eUTTent market value should 
they prove to be unusable fo r o ur stated church purposes 

6) Our property is used residentia lly and for enjoying hiking and other outdoor 
activities by people of all ages including many childrcn. There is vcl)' 
legitimate eonecm over EMF ell<:cts closely spreading over our properties ii-om 
the proposed lines. People from our church willneccssari Iy be in close 
proximity to these towers lit all times as they spend time on our land. It would 
be prudent to erect the towers as far nway from human habitation as possible. 
The current proposl.-d route docs nothing to avoid exposing our church 
members to whatever hunnful ell<''Cts that EMF can induce. 

It is our community'S deepl y held hope that the plunncrs and IIpproVCrs of this 
project lind these considerations important and put due eOort into mitigating 
these impacts to our land and our church community. I would like to work 
directly with someone from the engineering and design team so th~t1 the 
planners would understand speci lically how we usc o ur land and would thcn 
adjUST the current ro utes to minimize the impllet on our use of the land we own. 
I feel there arc seemingly minor changes in thc routing which would go far to 
move tiS in the desir ...-d direction. 

Sincerely, 

James Freeburn 
New Being Project 
1585 Jewel Valley Rd 
Boulevard CA 9 1905 
6 19·758·5360 

jimhumsfrcc@me.com 

............ 

·nlis fOOUlot.: confimlS that thi s cmailmcssagc has b~'"Cn scanncd by 
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Fr(lm: Ken Daubach [lll/IlIto:du~truck.Ol@wildblue.netl 
Sent: Thursday, February 11, 2010 11:09 PM 
To: ECOSUB 
Subj ect: Eco Substation CPUC Hearing 

111auk you ror giving liS Ihis opportuuily 10 commen1. We realil" Iher" are many djlr~renl 
1';~wS on Ihis projec1. We an! Ihankfullhal W~ can pr.-selll ~omc orlh~ Conuncnl.'i We 
ha\"e. 

·nlCSe are some questions and contradictions wc·ve taken nOliee offrom SIXJ&E. We 
ha\"e aucudcd mectiugs. hearing.~, aud participaled atthcse mcetiug>; aud hcaring>;. We 
havc asked qucstiolls ha,·" n<)\ recejved answcr.! 10 Ihese qllc~lions . We'w wrillC11 INlcrs 
and emails slaling OUI" concerns. 

First of all. Soo&E has been lelliug IlS since March 2009 Ihat it is ueccssary for our 
safclY 10 tum orr our pOWCT duriug high winds and c:>..1reme lir.: conditions. YeL Ihey 
\\"anllO pulmorc fir~ ha:r,ards in our area. ·1l1~r ha\"c also Sialed thai slc.::l poles :111d 
undcrgrounding arc nol options out here e\"cn though Ihere is such a high risk of fire. 
l1lCY hal·c lold us Ihat We ar~ uol high priority for sleel polcs afkr r~pe'Ucdly saying whal 
high risk our community is in. 111CY have also said Ihat ulldergrounding is impractical 
and expensive. ·111ey ha'·c e'"en selup Care Centers " 'ilh Red Cross in case Ihey will hal'e 
to shm Ihe power of[ Locally in the Boulevard area. ther.: is no Care Ccnkr as We had no 
buildings Ihat could accommodale on". The fcw facililies Ihal ar~ selup ar~ few and far 
belWe~~I . lflhey arc going 10 cr~ate:111 oulag~, they should [>Tovide an adequate place for 
a Care Cenlcr. Red Cross Sialed Ihat Ihe Care Centers would only be open il1lhe day 
hours. Residents in the backcoumry will bc on their own during the night hours. ·nlis 
ine1udes such problems as heat and cold as wdl as no nllming waler. 111<: facili1ks an: set 
up with no showers 3,'ailablc and "cry limited bathrooms. They also will not allow 
owrnighl stays. NOlhing will be sci up for animals of an)' kind. 111ey fell thai livestock 
owners could ship in walcr for their auimals. eVen Ihough the near~st waler;s 60 m;l.:s 
away and Ihe cost would be hon-cndous. When S[Xj&E was questioned aboul this. Ihcy 
said Ihat il was a temponuj' process n01to exceed three or four days . Although the 
shelters arc only supposed to be operating for three to four days. Ih" power will nOI be 
turned on until the linC111:111 hal·e inspeeled every line. '111is process would not star! until 
the wcalher or fire {bnger;s goue. They admiued lhal lincmen walkiug long d;slances 
could go beyond Ihe f"ur days the care cenlers will bc running. SDG&E also plans 10 
il1slall enough po"",,r resources 01,11 here to be galhered al Ihc ECQ-Substation and 
lransmiUcd Ihrough Ihe Sunrise l'oll"erlink to keep San Diego cily's power 1101l"ing. These 
lines and power sour.:cs. while posing a greater tbngcr. willilot be lum~"" ofr during 
these times. SOO&E h:111ded OUI S200 debit cards to a sdect few who could lISe Ihese 
when Ihe power wenl out No one secm~"" aware of what the criteria was 10 g"t One of 
Ihese canis though. 

S 00&E assures us Ihat Ihcy ha\'.: a hdicoplcr sct up for fire suppr.:ssion. Cal Fire has 
wamcd lIS Ihat only their helicoptcrs can enter a fin: zone and that Soo&£'s helicopters 
",ill not be allowed in. Also CalFirc sa~·s that they arc unable 10 fight fires below lines. 
111;s brings up thai Soo&E will now bc installiug towers ror their lines with hcli.:oplers 



\0 sal'c on access mads. 111is will leaw even Icss opportunities for lire fighters to do Iheir 
job. Electrical repairs with helicopters are one of the top len d:Ulgerons jobs. There arc 
e.\1remcly high winds om her~. '111C cost ofh31'ing these ins talled by h..:1icopters and Ihe 
downtime waiting for the wind to let up. will it be worth it "l Boulevard alr"ady h;lS the 
military and Border Patml fl)~ng o\'er their homes. nOW SIXi&E wanlS 10 add mor~. Our 
homes al ready shudder when the helicoplers l1y Ol'er. It wasn't too long ago that an 
airport W;lS being ~'Onsidered for Boulevard bm due 10 winds and gusts as well us various 
other faelon;. Ihe), were unable 10 proceed. 'Inis makes th" helicopters seem imprnctical. 

S DO&E h;lS be~~1 consistently raising their rutes 10 the rule payers whi Ie conducting 
phone surveys (ontsourc..d) thai allow no real opinion to be express~'d. lea"ing phone 
messages aboul how to lower bills. and ad\"Crtising Ihcir 'gr"cn' energy Ihrough fliers. 
billboards, and t..:1c\'ision. 'Inis could be used IOward SI~..:1 poks or undcrgrolulding 
power. '111ings that a 101 of us 0111 hcrc would be mor~ willing 10 see than advcrtiseme111s 
and annoying phone calls. '111e advertising is more directed loward the eily occupants 
anyway. 

Communily Councils have been set up to hdp with :ufjustiug the c01nl111111ily 10 these 
changes. 'nle Council members ha"e been choscn from local r~'Sidents and business 
owners as well as interested partiCli. For Boulevard's CommunilY Council. only S of the 
13 membcrs are even loca l. Although CalFire was in"it.:d. Ih.:y didn't invite any local fire 
fighters from Boulevard's own volunl~er department. S 1)0& E's porpose for th~'S~ 
Communily Councils is 'purpose of establishing a two· way dialog with COllll1lUnity and 
bus iness leaders. who eau s~.,."" as liaisons with their friends. ne ighbors. and colleagucs.' 
If these p.:ople are not leaders or even residellts in ill.:ir community how can Ihcy spread 
Ihe infonnation among !he community members'! Not e".:n Ih.: locals on the Community 
Council h3";: tried to eommunicale wiill anyone clse. 

11le farther the distauce from the $O ure.: to the us~ r. the mo,"" power lOllS. ']l,e Pow~rI ink 
is e.~tremel)" long but the high \"oltage should p'l~h more power Ihrough. F.\·~n 
considering Ihis Ihough, all SIXi&E rcprcsenla1i"c sa id Ihat Ihc power would be 
decrcas.:d Ihrough Alpine due to Ihe larger populmion. 

Wililhe rUle payers be sceil1g an y Oflhe benefits of surplus and tax? Or is this just 8 
proje~1 to make \h~ big <;omp'Ulies and the gOH,mmen\loo],; good and gre~n whil" 
trampling the people who make up Ihcir jurisdid ion"l 

'[11esc arc some comments from Don I [aines. SIXi&E's resouree manager. when he 
al1endcd the I asl PlalUling Group meeting. Haines remarked that the current route is 'a 
ridiculous serpertine thing ... Craziest thing you'Ve ever saw." Haines also stated that SDG&E 
was shocked that the Southern Route was chosen. They didn1 thlfl k II was a good idea and they 
didnl want it. HSDGIl.E doesn' even like this Idea, why are \:hey going forward wlt h~? 

About the Energia SierTa Juaret Gen-Tie. Yes. thi s is a '1uick solution for green energy. 
however. land resources will be dcstroy(..:\ Ihat can l1e'W be: r~"laccd. It also is relying on 
a third-world country to remain peaceful and friendly as well as cooperative. It.Ic.~ico 
currently is a danger along Ihe border for £lorder PalmI. E\"en law cnfor"Cm~'111 officers 



IllUSIIake s»Ccial precautions before visiling Mexico. Ther.: arc \'lIlid rellsons for lhe 
curren! unr.:SI. Is il wise 10 r.:ly on a fordgn power III !his lime? Ifthc dmg cllnel C3n'l 
e\"Cn b.: conlrolkd along our side oflhe border. how clln terrorisls be oomrolled on lhcir 
side? The residcnl$ of !he area;n /IIe,,:ico are gelling a one.lime oll'.:r and no pow"r from 
Ihi~ project. How long ",illihey he salisfied wilh Ihis alTllngem~"'I? 

AboUi lurbine projecls. Would Ihis many Iurbines ewn be considered iflhere were no 
slimulus money or ta."\: credits? [n areas of lillie rain. lhe turbines accuillulate din. grime, 
and insect deposits Ihlll imp.1ir lind reduce perfornlllnce for longer periods. So fllr. el'en 
Ihough we 1Irt: a high wind area. none oflh.: turhines ha\"e been equipped wilh hlades 
wilh air brdkes. ll,ere arC man)' Ihi]]g~ Ihal can go wrong wilh lurbines and some of Ihc 
problems are al nl<)sl impossibk to conlrol. 95% ofall delii gn for lurbine safdy alone is 
about controlling the speed oflhe blades. C02 emissions have not e\"en been reduced III 
all by using wind power and costs incrcase duc 10 backup maintenance m,d Iransmission. 
A <Iuote from Dr. Chrislopher I [ruming: "1l1e only mitigation for wind turbine noise is to 
plae... a sullieie]]1 diSlanec belWeen Ihe Inrbines and places of hun,an hahilalion.' [Ieallh 
dl'.:cts rel:u.:d 10 noise IIr~ nol c\'Cn fully c,,:plorc-d yet. All th~ lurbine projetts weave in 
lind around reliidenlial areas in Ihe Bonlevard arell. l"c average winds in Ihis 1I"'lIlIr~ 
almost 100 high 10 hllw the lurbines producing rulY power. SDG&E doesn~ even buy all 
Ihe turbine power cum.::ntly produced in our area. why "'illihey in Ihe future'! '1l1ey Slate 
Ihat Ihey need moT!.: green energy produced 10 pre\"~nt oUiagcs bUI right now they don'l 
"wn buy all Ihe gr"en ""11crgy available to Ih""11' loclllly and Iher~ hal'e nol he~~, roll ing 
brownouts or olhcr ouillge problems. It has been Slaled by Ihe FiN! ~'(arshal1lhal above 
ground lransmission amI/or colleclor I in~.,. arc a high risk in Ihe backeounlf)' and should 
be al'oided. We are lold Ihat Ihe turbine's footprint is wry small. [f solar was pUi on all 
exisling buildings, Ihere would be no fOOl print. Instead ofSOO&E spending billions of 
dollars on pern13nently changing Ihe landscape, they could pll1lheir money into solar 
which wouldn'l scar an)'lhing or deslroy ~omclhing irr~l'laecabk. TIley would bc IIble to 
hdp Iheir rale paycrs 311he same lime. BLM 1,,1d 10 downgrade McCain Valley/Lark 
Canyon in order 10 allow induSlrial iZalion. Is sacrificing governmenl prol~'Cled I:Ulds 
necessary'! 'nley were prolecled for a reason. Cleveland National ForeSI is now allowing 
meleorologicallo\\'ers for tesling for lurbines although !heir miss ion SlaK1nem is "The 
mission 01 the USDA Foresl Service 1$10 sustain the nea~h, diversity, and prodl..ctlvliY of the 
Nation~ foresls and grasslands 10 meet the needs 01 presenl and lulUfe genera1ions." When is 
il going 10 Slop? When thcr" arc no open spaces I"ft? 

AboUllhe Kumeyaay Wind Flinn. Tribal ehaim'lIn. MOlliquc 1..,Chappa. came 10 one of 
Ihe Boulel'ard Planning Group meelings 10 lalk aboul her up and coming wind projecl. 
Wben she was asked iflhe tribe supported Ihe SWlrise Powcrlink. she said Ihallhey did 
nOI suppon il and wcrc IIgainst il. II was explained 10 her Ihat she mUSI be mistaken 
because h~..,. n..w projeci would be eonne(1ed wilh Ihe Sunrise Powerlink. LaChllppa said 
Ihal according 10 her ;nfonnlliion this WaS nOI true. Thai night. SDG&E's I)Qn Par"nl was 
also al th" mecling, So. he was asked iflhe SIUlrise Powerlink and Ihe neW wind projeel 
would be connecled. lie said Ihal if you had Ihe one you would hal'e 10 haw Ihe olher. 
LaChllppa asked why ifSDG&E knew Ihe lribal stand on Ihis. why \\'ouldn~ ha\'e Ihey 
infonncd Ihem'? I)Qn Parentlold her lhllllhc Iribe nc\·~..,. ashd. 



Uclow arc som.: comments from Ken Daubach, a wimcss to the trouble with the turbiues 
on the night of December 7, 2009. I'rior to December 7th. the turbines had been shlll-off 
due to th e high winds. 

Decembcr 7, 2009: SDG&E power outage from 2:30-3:30 PM. 
Between II :00 and II :30 PM, I was traveling westbound on 
Intcrstate 8 rollowing a snow plow. I was driving at approximately 
5 mph . I saw a bright blue flash of what originally looked like a 
large electrical discharge that started in the center and lit up the 
whole hillsi de. 
January 13, 20 I 0: Received Sign On San Diego Union Tribune 
article through email. It stated thai David Barnes was th e chief 
executive of the Bluarc company. We accidently sent an cmailto 
Linked In when trying to contact David Bames. 
January 15, 20 I 0: Looked up a December 8, 2009 article on Sign 
On San Diego that mentioned a Neal Emmerton , the regional 
assistant manager for Bluarc. 
January 19, 20 I 0: Got an email from Linked In telling us that we 
had accidcntly scnt ourcmai lto them. Found conlact illfonnation 
for Bluarc on the internet. 5307 E. Mockingbird Lane, t h Floor, 
Dallas, TX 75206. Phone number: (2 14) 5 15- 1 100. Fax: (2 14) 268
9929. Called and left a message ror CEO David Barnes. The 
vo icelll ail we left. asked him to call us back. 
January 28, 20 10: Called David Barnes again. He was oul to lunch. 
January 28, 20 I 0: Attended thc CPUCIBLM mceting. Gavc a short 
talk about what I witnessed. Onell Soto of the San Diego Union 
Tribune took my contact info. but has not yet contacted me. Talked 
to a Mr. Shannon (?) the KUlll eyaay Wind Fann Controller. He 
said that thc manufacturer was not bei ng eoopcrati ve and that 
SDG&E had shut down the turbines num erous tim es due to putting 
in steel poles. He didn ' , know what had happened to the turbines. 
Hc also said that thc empl oycc that told the ncwspaper that thcre 
was lightning got into trouble. He stated that there was no lightning 
and no firc and that no onc was hurt. Due to thc insurancc 
company and investors, th ey necd to get thc turbines up and 
nl1lning quickly. 



Febmary 1, 20 I 0: Left another mcssagc wi th David Bames. Ncal 
Emmerton called back at I :30 PM. His number is 760-3 18-2805. 
His eOllllllents were that the workers had Icft the site due to safcty 
issues. They have veri lied with the military that there were no 
lightning strikes that evcning. I described to him what I saw. I 
mentioned that SDG&E had a power outage the day of the stoml. 
Neal agreed and sa id that while rerouting power, they had 
inadvertently been taken ofT-the grid that day too. He admitted that 
they have no idea what is wrong. They have 8 turbines with blades 
on but none of them arc working. 
Febmary 4, 20 I 0: I ran into the engineer that attended the CPUC 
mccting. I sti ll didn't get his nallle but I talked to him for about 20 
minutes. They will be putting up two turbines a day, weather 
penniuing. They can't lem'e th e bladcs ly ing a ll the ground . He 
said that at 10:30 PM on December 7th, he did tum something on. 
At one time, he caUcd the wholc evellt a catastrophi c failurc. At 
another time, he called it the worst possib le scenario. He also said 
th at the lIext two hundred turbines that they were goillg to put up 
would be General Electric which are much better turbines. They 
will be hiring I empl oyee for every li ve turbines. He got the job up 
there by goi ng to grecnjobs.org, taking a tcst, and attcnding their 
training. He claims that the turbines are sitting on a 30 foot deep 
pad . He agreed with me that solar leaves no footprint when 
installed on existing roo ftops. 
Fcbmary 6, 20 10: Mirirun Raftery, cditor of the East County 
Magazine, called but I was at work. She said she would get in 
touch with me on the tho 
Febmary 7, 20 10: Miriam called back and interviewed me. 
Sinc~ this outlinc. an ankle has been wriuen in the Ellst Coumy Magazinc. 

l',~se turbin~." ha\"~ b~"Cn out uf commission rOl" over twu munths. '11"", have becn no 
rolling brownouts to our knowlcdg~ anywhcre in San Di~go County. So cVcn the wind 
Ihlll S[)G&E is purchasing ITo," Ihc~e 111rb;,ws i~ not ne~'(\ed. n,is do.!s nOI suppon Ihe 
r~a.~On lhal Sunrise Powcrlink will be bringing in much nc~tkd puw~..,.. 

As a f.1rnily. wc agrce that grccn encrgy is thc way to go. I [owc'"cr, wc also belicve in 

http:grecnjobs.org
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ha"ing major d~'Cisions w.:l I-planned OUI. During Ihis economy, to demand so many 
sacrifices from people in small towns und 10 cause lhe rat o:s to go up \\'hen so many have 
Irouble already with their bills. m.1kes it hard 10 stand behind a company lhm eOnlrndiclS 
itscl!: 111~ y make slakm~nt~ Iha1 don'lmean an)1hing or 1hal sounded good 311he lime. 
Plea~c lake Ihis cmail inlo consid~-r3Iion. Once Ihis i~ done. i1 can nC,'cr be 1111done. Land 
calblol be r~COllSlntCI~d, When yonI' Ihinking oflhc fu1l1re, consider Ihe earth iL~c It: 

Ken. Tammy. Michelle. Krist y. & Shcrry Dallbach 
399~4 Ribbonwood Rd. 
Roulc,·ard. CA 91905 
(619) 766-4033 
dW11plnLek- O I @wil dl>lu~. nel 

............ 

111is fOOln01e confirms Iha1 Ihi~ email me!;Sagc has 1>""11 scanned hy 
PineApp Mail·SeCure for Ihe presence of malicious code, vandals & compuler vintses . 

............ 




Fcbruary II, 20 I0 

lain Fisht'T 
Califomia Puhlic Utilities Commission 
c/o Dudek 
605 Third Street 
Encinitas. Califomia 92024 

D<:ar Mr. Fisher: 

Subject: SIXi&E's ECO Substation Proje,t 

I am II resident of Cant po, California. Campo is a small, mountain ,Olmnunity ,ast of 
San Diego. Forthe past several years. Campo lind the surrounding communities hal'e 
heen the suhject of alternatil'e energy generation. Thcre'~ plenty of sun around here and 
Ihe wind is said to be some of the mosl cunsist~nl in Ihe counlry. 1\ly husband and J han' 
been lIucmpling 10 punue some sort of renewable eutorgy for our own hom~. We hal'e 
been unllble to aehie\'e this g01l1 due to the high oost8 of photo voltaic (well over 
SJ00.000) or II windmi 11. Many of us will ne\'er be able to lake advantage of clean 
energy in aJl~' fonn unless it is offercd to lIS through some compaJly that is pUl1ing out 
millions of dollm to develop it. 

In the past ( haw run into p;;:oplc in this community who do not want windmills Qn the 
ridges. They do not wanl commercial solllr panels within \'iew. Neither of these lire 
reasonable in my opinion. It is windier on the ridges and solar panels cannot be entirely 
hidden if the)' must fllce the southem sky. 

I IIIn oflhe bcliet'thal We need to become ind~'Pendent of foreign oil. We n~cd (0 b~come 
energy indt'Pcndcn\. Solar, wind lind nudear al\: our best choices at this time in history 
as far as I can sec. Commercial del'elopment of these energy sourees is the only \\'ay 10 
get olT foreign oil. Solar and ,,-ind generation are in thcir baby stages. Witholl1 
developmen( and usc that will lead to improvements. they "'ill never get out of1l1e baby 
stage. We hal'e to start somewh~rc. 

Some in Ihis CQlm11l111ity 3rC f~.1rful that such projects willnegati\"ciy impact hll1113n 
health and ",.:Ifare as well as local ",ildlik Each ofthesc concerns should be able to be 
addressed one al atime and mitigated in one way or another. Simply Jinding 1I1e most 
appropriate location may be all that's n~""essary to addr~-s8 man)' o f these issues. We 
should 110t dismiss these projects unlil we've had the chanc~ 10 evaluate th~m thoroughly. 
We <:0111<./ be p.1Ssing up (he chance to make significanl positil'e impacts on our 
ctwirol1ment that will last long into the flllure. 

J understand lhat SlIll Diego Gas & Ell""tric will ha\'c to build a new subswtion and make 
impro\'eme111S to other parts of its system in order to acecptthcse new sourees of 



genemlion. 1 suppon such improvements so long as lhey also result in a marc n.:liablc 
.:ieclric s)'swn for lhe Moumain Empin.: comnmnilics. 

Sineue]y, 

Mlll"gan.:1 Slahlheb<:r 
1073 Meanwhile Ranch Road 
Campo. CA.. 91906 



Dennis & Connie Berglund 
SIlIl Ii), Creek Rllllc/l 


33408 S aml)' Creek Lmfe 

P.O. Box 776. Pille Valle}', CA 91962 


(61 9) 478-]600 fl/x (6/9) 4 78-] 555 
Imerlln: 1m p:!/l'~I~I ·. S111116 ·acekrlllu:Ji. com 

February 12. 20 to 

lain Fisht"T 
CPUC Projeet1\1:Ulager 
Califomia J'ublie Utilities C<)lmnission 
SOS Van Ness A"enue 
San Francisco, CA 94102 

l l ,OUlllS Zal<.' 
BLM Project Il"laHager 
Bur~au of Land i\-laHagenwnl 
EI Cenlro Field Office 
1661 S. 4'" Stn:ct 
EI Cenlro. CA 92243 

C011l11l(~lts and Conccrn.~ re East County Energy Projects 

We arc n:sidents and business owners lil'ing and working in Ihe rural East County of San 
Diego. We recently attended the open hearings regarding the enl'ironmenlal impact for 
se\"eral projects currenTly planned for the rural East County an:a. 'l1,esc an: : 

• SIXi&E ECO Substation 
• Energia SierrJ luarez (£S1) Gen-Tie Project 
• Iberdrola Renewables 200MW Tule Wind Project 

In addition to Ihese projects. there ar;: other projects in the mral East County thnl nre also 
planned and arc of a similar nature. '11'0:5e are: 

• Campo Reservation Wind EnL"Tg)' Project 
• Cuyapaipe Indian Rcscrvation Wind Energy Projec1 
• Other proposed wind energy proj;.'Cls on the desert rim 
• Wind and ~ol:u" energy projects by individuals and blLsine~ses 

We are \"CI)' concemcd that the <juamity and type of projects b.:ing planned for the rural 
East Coumy will ha\"C lUI o\"crallnegati"e eITect ifall aspects of each projec1 an: not 
analyzed properly and if all projects an: not eonsiden:d in their total cfleet on the n:giOll. 
ll,e 1,)llowing an: 0111" eOlllmcnts n:garding ar~as we fed shonld be inw$t igated while the 
cruc and BLM evaluations ar~ ulldL"T way including SEQA and NEPA r"vi~ws. 
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Sum nUll)' 
I. 	 'nlC past r~cord o\'the CPUC r~garding approval o\'the Sum;se Powerlink 

ewn though the administrJti-ll staIT stated that the project was not needed 
causes conccms that the technical fCview and the residents' eomme11lS will 
hal'e no bearing on the CPUC: decisions. 

2. 	 Renewable energy technology is moving vcry rupidly and thc eonstnlction 
today mal' be quickly oll1datcd and th~ inl'cstmems 10s1. 

3. 	 '11c United States encrgy distribution grid currently has no cOI1\'enicm or cost 
clTcctiw method of cnergy storage: therefore, most all energy must be 
produce-d only when neelkd hy the eOIL~umc'T. 

4. 	 '11c I'I.)cell1 past history of cxisting wind lI1ills installed onth.:: Campo Indian 
Reservation shows Ihatthc'Se large, imposing machiue'S arc 11t1llerJble to 
damage by natural forces ofweal her. 

5. 	 So mau}' projcct.~ alone time within a nlral population area will likely lmvc a 
huge cunmlati"" impact. All projects mu"t be c:-:.~mined allhe same time 10 
evaluate th<:se impac1.~. 

6. 	 111c rural population of IO,OOQ is onl)' a small portion of the 3.2 million 
residents ofS:Ul Diego County. but all ufthese impacts will only allcctthcsc 
rurJI residen1.~. -Ille pristine natural environment oftl1<: rural East County must 
be protected although ther.: arc far fewer voters living heN. 

Ifflaill'd DisfUS/; ioli 
I , '11c past record of Ihe CI'UC decisions. 

a. 	 Just last year the CPUC I"oted to approve the Sunrise I'owerlink e\'en 
though two administrativc law judges stated in 1heir I'I.)ports that the 
Powerlillk WaS nol needed now or in Ihe futllre . 

b. 	 '11C CI'UC approved SE~IPRA energy to use a snake_like powerline path 
thaI has 110t h~en prupcrly investigated since SEIIWRA really wanted In 
plltthe power line in the desert. 111e altemati\'~'S were nevcr properly 
invcstigated but this made no dilTcl'I.)nec to four of thc fivc CPUC 
COmmISSiOners. 

e. 	 '11C CI'UC chose this altenmlil'C although this altcmatiw \\'a~ the fourth 
hI's! altc'1Tlati \'c according to CPUC ~talf rcsear.:h. '111~rdorc. the CPUC 
iguorcd beller altenmtil'cs witholll regard to the science or the concems 
and r~'Commendations of the residents. 

d. 	 We arc oonecllIcd that, while you are conducting what may be a thorough 
cx:unination of all these projects, in the end the CI'UC will disregard all 
yuur research and \'ote in a way that bencfil$ the L~lcrgy companies 
in\'olwd in these projCC1S. 
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2. Renewable energv teehnolog\' i. moving rapid I\'. 
a. 	 In tbe pa..1. rCllewabl;,: energ)' lecbnology had moved slowly because Ihere 

was no 'lppar~m1arge markel for renewable energy usage. Today. Ihe 
situation has chang~>d since. both for cost clT~ctil'Cncss and foreign pol icy 
reasons, renewable energy has become "cry important to our nation. 

h. 	 We arc jusl al Ihe beginnillg nf emergillg tecbnologies sncb as improwd 
solar panels and new areas such as algae produclinn for fuel sources. You 
Can s~'C llew emerging ledmologies almost evcry day now tbatthere is an 
apparem market and development money is available to pursue these new 
technologies. 

e. 	 Wind POW~T has been used in the pasl 10 develop electrical energy. but Ihe 
advan""nwllts in wind pOWCT arc not occurring althe rale of new 
teebnologies wbi~h appear to promise e\'ell grcatcr efliciellcies in the 
futufl'. 

d, 	 '111e installation of wind generators, while they appear to be a good 
inwstment atlhis lime. may be a \'Cry poor i11\'estmem as new 
technologies replace Ihe use of wind " 'itlt our most readily energy souree. 
tbc sun. 

e, 	 As p"rt of tbe c""luation of tbe installalion or wind generalor.! in thc rural 
East County. cnnsidcration l11ust be givcn to tbe lillure availability of othcr 
sources that will bc belter for our cnvironmcm over time. 

r. 	 Examples of such technologies arc: 
• 	 J)c\'clopmCllt ofCIGS solar p.1nels wbich pmrnis~ grcater 

eirlcieney_ 
• 	 MIT dewlopme11l ofh)'drogen-oxyg~11 storage systems thnl 

promise a eost·efl'ccti,·e locally installed cnergy slOrage system. 
• 	 Vertical a.~is wind turhines that arc quiet. cmden!. and do not 

haml birds. 
• 	 Algae fnmling that would produce promising biofucls while being 

able 10 be famled in a similar malUlcrto crops. 
• 	 High tem~ratllfc $up~r conducto"l tbat promise more dlicicllt 

C lectri.:"l tran smi~sion c"pability. can he easily installed 
underground. cI iminating the nc~"" for obsolct~ transmission 
towers. 

J. 
I generation as the solution 

for our clectrkal power problems, the fact tbat we h.we no ~0I1,·"tlient or 
eflicient energy storage system has been neglected. 

b. 	 While energy call be generated by wind when it is blowing. and solar 
during sunlight hours. there are no good ways to store excess energy. 
lller~forc. tbe cllcrgy must be gcnerated ol1ly wben it's ne~>dcd to be 
eonsumed_ 

c, 	 'nlCre have been ~OIne large scale energy storage ~olutions which bave 
inl'olwd pmnping water uphill when the energy is available and allowing 
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illO 11<.,w downhilllhrough g,m~'Tators when power is needed, in Ihe sam~ 
manner as an dectricily g"nerating dalll. hut Ihese slorage 50luliol1s are 
nOI g"llcral1y nvailable on Ihe U.S. eleclrical distribuliol1 grid, 

d. 	 While Ihere is rescareh in new ways of ekclrical storage. there ar~ 
currently no viable storage methods. m~aning that wind generalors will 
only run when power is re4uired. You haw probably scm fidds of wind 
generators where mOSI g''1lerators arc nOI functioning. 11,i$ is largely due 
to the faelthallhe excess electrical power is uol r~quir~..-:I al that lime lind. 
ther"for". the wind g~",cralors mUSI sit idle. 

4. '111~ recent histoo' of Campo Re<ervation wind generators 
a. 	 Several years ago. 25 2~ f W "'iud generators were inslalled oUlhe Campo 

Indian ReseT\'ation and silllaK..:i al<.>llg the Tecale Divide, We hal'e no 
factual data indiealiug the yearly power outpu\. bUI we hal'e noticed Ihat 
Iher\: are many lil11~'S when only a few oflhose gener~lors lire lurning, 

b. 	 We have been told by wind gellerator manufacturers Ihat Ihe overall 
eftieiency of any Iypieal wind generalor is about 30 pen:en1. 'n,is melUlS 
Ihal a 2MW wind generalor is aemally a . 6~nV electrical producer o"er 
lime. Ifwe an~ goiug 10 sacritice the prisline rurdl tll01Ullain$. We believe 
we should r~...,ei\e a grealer oulpul tIL~n)O p"rcent cfticiency. Other, 1110'" 
benign, CHergy generator.> will yi<'ld grealer cllieiency. 

c. 	 Recently. high winds and wealher have caused d.1mage 10 all 25 oflhc 
Campo wind gencralors. We were inilially lold that Ihe problem was 
e31lScd by lightning, although no rcsidents saw lightning. We were laler 
told Ihallhc <i~mage was ",aused by high winds. This is unusual be",ause 
the wi"ds experienced during thaI lime Were not as high as ha.~ be",n 
c ,~~rieuced in previous years. hl\'eSligalion may reveal thallhis region 
may nOI be Ihe besl for installing this type of wind generalor due 10 Ihe 
nature of err~lie winds. 

d. 	 We undersland Ihal the Campo Reservation is planning for Ihe inslalbtion 
of25 or more neW wiud lurbiucs. 111is i"fonnaliou should be included in 
you r ~\'alualion of all CUTn'1l1 projects, 

e, 	 We ar~ ~'()nccmcd thai the wind generalnr market is being driVen by Ihe 
huge la.~ incenti,'cs available 10 wind generalor installalions mlher than Ihe 
prolit Ihal could be realized Ihrough Ihe sale oflhe electricity. 'l1,is means 
10 us that Ihc investors a", more inTerested in compleling Ihe installation of 
any ",iud turbines. ralher Ihan being interested in Ihe long leml 
profitability of cI~...,tricity generalion. [f lhe inl'eston; ar~ primarily 
inleresled in Ihe la~ iuccnlives. 111<:re will be limiled fUlure incenlives 10 
keep Ihese huge wind turbincs opcr~lional as 11<:W and beller electrical 
gcn..:ration technologies become available. 

5. Cumulative impact of so man\' energy project" at one time in Ihe ruml ar.::a 
a. 	 Your do.:uml~llalioulis\s sC"~'Tal proj~'CI~ on both sides ofthe /I 'fe~ico· 

Cali fornia horder Ihal 8rc being el'alUaled allh<, same lime. Your 
documentalion. however. docs not mention the many olher proposed 
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proj ed~ in the S:lme ar~3 of the same or similar typ"_ As an e.~amplc. thL'I"~ 

arc projcelS such as: 
• 	 Campo Rcscrva1ion Wind Energy Proj~el 
• 	 Sunrise Powerlink. 
• 	 Cuyapaipc Indian R~Sl'1'"ati on Wind En~rgy Proj.:d 
• 	 San Di~go Gas & Electric proposed electrical shll1-offplan 
• 	 O1h~r proposed wind energy projects on Ihe <ksert rim 
• 	 Wind and solar energy projeels by individuals and businesses 

b. 	 11 is our bdicfthal all area projects must be evalumed for thei r eumulaLive 
efleel on the rural area and the adjacenl communities. 

6. Di~proportional burden on small rural population 
a. 	 lllCre arc 3.2 million people lil'ing in San Diego County. but only 

approximaH,ly 10,000 !)<.'Oplc li\'e 1111he rural Easl Counly 3r~a_ 
b. 	 II is easy [Qr city residents 10 say thai cll"Ctrical generators should be 

pbc~-d in rural areas because it willlmve no efl'~t on their propertics. At 
the same time. Ihe "Iled on the rural landowner can b.: severe. 

c. 	 1J.1sic cngineering principles haw always dictmed that energy is bcsi 
generated near ils <kslinalion_ 'Il'CTe are Icclmologies cUlTenlly available 
Ihal will allow the energy for Ihe larger San Diego INPul3lion 10 Ix' 
del'elop~"([ nearer Ih~ populalion also eI iminaling Ihe nc~d for lransmiss ion 
lines. 

d. 	 '111cse technologies involve solar panels for ciectricity and solar \\'mer 
healers thm could b.: installed on rooflops and other area directly adjaC~'llt 
10 Ihe large consuming populaliun, This approach is mor~ lully d~'$~rib.:d 
in Ihe San Diego Sm:u1 Energy 2020 Plan d~vdopcd by Bill Pow~rs , For 
infOHllation go 10; Www.sdslllart~llergy,Qrg_ 

e. 	 While we undersland Ihat 3.2 million p"0ple do have energy needs. Ihe 
rural populalion ofapproximately 10.000 has much r.!dured energy needs 
and, in mOSI case'S. haw Ihe land to inslall suflicielll renewable power 
g~n~raliOll equipmcnl which could make them sell:sufficienl. 

f. 	 11lc County of San Diego h:lS recenlly sigued on IQ th~ California Fin;1 
tinancing progranl which will ~~mb1c local r~$ident $ 10 finmlre Iheir OWll 
r.!ncwable power s),slem for the first time. '111is will op"n a whole new 
vista for individuals to ilt.tall their own power system and thereby 
eliminale Ihe future necd for r.!lllo/e IN,,"er sources suc h as the wind 
turbincs. 

Please include Qur commcnts and sugg;.'Slion~ in your e\'ah~~lion and report, Should you 
need additional infonnmiol1, we would be happy to meetll'ilh you al a mutually 
convenient tim e. 

Respeelfully subm iu~d. 

iXnnis Ikrglund 	 Connie &rglund Irene Timpa 

Www.sdslllart~llergy,Qrg
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