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S T AT E OF C AL / FOR N I A 

Gov ernor's Office of Planning and Re search 

Stat e Clear i n gh ouse a n d Planning U nit 
Arnold Schwarzenegger 

Governor 

Notice of Preparation 

December 21 , 20 I0 

To: 	 Reviewing Agencies 

Re: 	 Ocotillo Expre ss Wind Energy Project EISlEiR 

SCH # 201012 1055 


Attac hed for your review and comment is the Notice of Preparation (NOP) for the Ocotillo Express Wind Energy 
Project EISIEIR draft Environmenta/l mpact Report (EIR). ' 

Responsib le age ncies must transmit their comme nts on the scope and content of the NO P, focusing orrs pec ific 
information re lated to their own statutory responsibility, within 30 days of receiot of the NOP from the Lead 
Agency. This is a courtesy notice pro vided by the State Clearinghouse with a reminder for you to comment in a 
timely manner. We encourage otheragencies to also respond to this notice and express theirconcerns early in the 
environmental review process. 

Please direct your comme nts to: 

An gelin a Havens 
Imperial County Pl anning Division 
940 W est M ain Street 
EI Centro, CA 92243-2875 

with a copy to the Sta te Clearinghouse in the Offic e of Planning and Research. Plea se refer to the SCH numbe r 
'noted above in a ll correspondence concerning this project. 

If you have any questions about the enviro nmental document review process, please call the State Clearinghouse at 
(9 16) 445. 0613 ., 

Sincere ly, 

~'. RECEIVED
 Scott Morgan
 

Direc tor, State Clearinghouse ,
 


DEC 27 2010 
Attachments IMPERIAL COUNTY 
cc: Lead Agency PLANNING & OEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

1400 TENTH STREET P.O. BOX 3044 ' SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 95812-3044 
, TEL (916) 445-0613 . FAX (916) 323·3018 www.opr.ca.gov 



NOP Distribution List 

~eso u rces Acencv 

0bp 
o Fi sh & Game Region 1E 

Lau rie Hamsberger • 
County: klt1f t".oJ!.. 
Native Amer ican Heritage 
Comm. 

o Caltrans , Dist rict 8 
Dan Kopulsky 

SCH# ~' ij 
~cr '&~ it rol 

• Resou rces Age nc y 
Nad ell Ga you 

J Dep L of Boating & Waterways 
Mike Sotelo 

J California Coa s ta l 
Commission 
Elizabeth A. Fuchs 

J Colorado Riv er Bo ard 
Gerald R. Zimmerman 

mDept. of Conservation 
Rebecca Salazar 

1m California Energ y 
Commission 
Eric Knight 

J Cal Fire 
Allen Robertson 

J Central Vall ey Flood 
Protection Bo ard 
James Herota 

II Office of His to ric 
Prese rva ti o n 
Ron Parsons 

• Dept of Parks & Recreation 
Environmental Stewardship 
Section 

J California Department of 

o Fish & Game Region 2 
Jeff Orongesen 

o Fis h & Game Re g ion 3 
Charles Armor 

o Fish & Game Regio n 4 
Julie Van ce 

o Fish & Game Reg ion 5 
Don Chadwick 
Habitat Conservation Program 

• Fis h & Game Region 6 
Gabrina Gatchel 
Habitat Conservation Program 

o Fis h & Gam e Reg ion 6 11M 
Brad Henderson 
Inyo/Mono, Habitat Conservation 
Program 

o Dept. of Fish & Gam e M 
George Isaac 
Marine Region 

Other Departm ents 

o Food & Agriculture 
Steve Shaffer 
Dept. of Food and Agri culture 

o Depart. of Gener al Services 
Public School Constructi on 

o Dept. of Gener al Services 

Debbie Treadway 

W Public Utilities Commission 
Leo Wong 

o Santa Monica Bay Restoration 
Gua ng yu Wang 

o State Lands Commission 
Marina Brand 

o Tahoe Regional Plannin g 
Ag ency (TRPA) 
Cherry Jacques 

Business, Trans & Housing 

o Caltrans - Division of 
Aeronautics 
Sandy Hesnard 

o carnans. Planning 
Tern Pencovic 

mCali fornia Highway Patrol 
Scott l oetscher 
Office of Special Projects 

o Housing & Community 
Development 
CEQA Coordinator 
Housing Policy Division 

Dept. of Transpo rtation 

o Caltrans. District 9 
Gayle Rosander 

o Caltrans, Dis trict 10 
Tom Dum as 

• Caltrans, District 11 
Jacob Armstrong 

o Caltrans, District 12 
Chris Herre 

Cal EPA 

Air Resources Board 

o Airport Projects 
Jim l emer 

o Transportation Projects 
Douglas Ito 

o Industrial Projects 
Mike Tollstrup 

o State Water Resources Contro l 
Bo ard 
Regional Progra ms Unit 
Division of Financial Assistance 

o Stat e Water Resources Control 
Board 
Student Intern. 401 Water Quality 
Certification Unit 

o RWQCB1 
Cathleen Hudson 
North Coast Reg ion (1) 

o RWQCB2 
Environmental Document 
Coordinator 
San Francisco Bay Region (2) 

o RWQCBJ 
Central Coast Region (3) 

o RWQCB4 
Teresa Rodgers 
los Angeles Region (4) 

o RWQCB5S 
Cent ral Va lley Region (5) 

o RWQCB 5F 
Central Valley Region (5) 
Fresno Branch Office 

o RWQCB5R 
Central Valley Region (5) 
Redding Branch Office 

o RWQCB6 
lahontan Region (6) 

o RWQCB 6V 
lahontan Region (6) 
Victorv ille Branch Office 

ill RWQCB7 
Resources, Recycling & 
Recovery 
Sue O'leary 

J S.F. Bay Con servation & 
. Dev 't . Comm. 

Steve McAdam 

II Dep t. of Water Resources 
Resources Agency 
Nadell Gayou 

Anna Garbett 
Environmental Service s Section 

o Dept. of Publi c Healt h 
Bridgette Binning 
Dept. of Health/Drinking Wa ter 

Independent 
Commissions.Boards 

o Delta Protec tion Com missio n 

o Caltrans, District 1 
Rex Jackman 

o Caltrans, District 2 
Marcelino Gonza lez 

o Caltrans , District 3 
Bruce de Terra 

o Caltrans, District 4 
lisa Carboni 

Division of Wa ter Quality 

o Stat e Water Resouces Control Board 
Steven Herrera 
Division of Wate r Rights 

o Dept. of Toxic Substances Co ntro l 
CEQA Tracking Center 

o Department of Pesticide Regulation 
CECA Coordinato r 

Colorado River Basin Region (7) 

o RWQCBB 
Santa Ana Region (8) 

o RWQCB9 
San Diego Region (9) 

] 
Conservancy 

linda Flack 

o Cal EMA (Em ergenc y 
Managem ent Agency) 
Dennis Castrillo 

o Cattrans.Dtstrtct 5 
David Murray 

o Caltrans , District 6 

o Other 

:ish and Game 

J Depart. of Fish & Gam e 
Scott Flint 

o Govern or' s Office of Plann ing 
& Resear ch 
State Clearinghouse 

Michael Navarro 

o Caltran s, Distric t 7 
Elmer Alvarez 
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Environmental Services Division 
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To:	 	 State Clearinghouse, Office of Planning and Research 
Responsible Agencies 
Trustee Agencies 
Interested Organizations and Parties 

Notice of Preparation of a Joint Environmental Impact Report and 
Environmental Impact Statement 

CEQA Lead Agency: County of Imperial 
Planning and 
Development Services 

NEPA Lead Agency: Bureau of Land Management 
California Desert District 

Address: 801 Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243 

Address: 22835 Calle San Juan de Los Lagos 
Moreno Valley, CA 92553 

Contact: Jurg Heuberger 
Director 

Contact: Cedric Perry 
Project Manager 

The County of Imperial and the Bureau of Land Management will be the lead agencies for the 
preparation of a joint Environmental Impact Report (EIR) and Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), 
referred to as an EIR/EIS, for the proposed Ocotillo Express Wind Project. A draft and final EIR/EIS will 
be prepared to comply with the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and 
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The lead agencies would like to know the views of your 
agency as to the scope and content of the environmental information that is germane to your agency’s 
statutory responsibilities in connection with the proposed project. Your agency will need to use the 
EIR/EIS prepared by the lead agencies when considering any permits or approvals that your agency may 
need to issue for the project. The public is also invited to submit comments on the scope and content of 
the EIR/EIS. 

Information on the proposed project, its location, and potential environmental effects is presented 
below. Due to the time limits mandated by California law, your response must be sent at the earliest 
possible date, but not later than 30 days after receipt of this notice. 

Please send your response to the Imperial County Planning and Development Services Department at 
the address shown above. 

Project Title:	 	 Ocotillo Express Wind Project 

Project Applicant:	 	 Ocotillo Express LLC 

Project Location:	 	 The proposed project would be located almost entirely on BLM‐administered 
lands in the Imperial Valley, approximately 5 miles west of the community of 
Ocotillo in Imperial County, California. Figure 1 shows the location of the project. 

Project Description:	 	The Ocotillo Express Wind Project consists of the construction and operation of 
wind turbine generators and associated facilities necessary to successfully 
generate up to 550 megawatts (MW) of electrical energy. The project would be 
constructed in two phases: Phase I would consist of a total nameplate capacity of 
299 MW, and Phase II would consist of a total nameplate capacity of 251 MW 
(nameplate capacity is the full‐rated capacity of a wind turbine generator). 
Electrical energy generated by the proposed project would be transferred to the 



Notice of Preparation 

electrical transmission grid through an interconnection with the Sunrise Powerlink 
project, an approved high‐voltage transmission line that crosses the Ocotillo Wind 
Energy Project site. 

Facilities for the proposed project would consist of wind turbine generators, an 
electrical collection system for collecting the power generated by each wind 
turbine generator, an electrical substation, access roads, meteorological towers, 
and an operation and maintenance (O&M) building. During construction, a batch 
plant, equipment laydown yard, and parking area would also be needed. The 
project area totals approximately 15,000 acres, of which all but 26 acres occur on 
BLM‐administered lands (26 acres are located on private land). A site plan for the 
project is shown in Figure 2. 

Borrow sites would be used for sand and gravel sources used during construction. 
Each borrow area would be up to 15 acres in size and would be rehabilitated upon 
completion of the construction phase. The borrow site locations are anticipated 
to occur outside the project area. A temporary laydown and parking area would 
be required to stage and store construction equipment and materials, and for 
construction staff parking. After construction, all temporary disturbance areas 
associated with the borrow sites and laydown area would be rehabilitated. 

The project would include a network of roads that would provide access to each 
turbine location and to the project’s O&M building. During construction, access 
roads would have a temporary disturbance of 36 feet to facilitate use by large 
tracked cranes. An underground collection system would also parallel the access 
road network further widening the disturbed area. 

There would be a 500‐foot diameter temporary work area for each turbine site 
that would be used for the crane pad, equipment laydown, and other construction 
related needs. The crane pad would be compacted to provide a stable and safe 
operation area for the cranes. 

A‐10 acre site would be allocated to install a batch plant to be located either on 
site (on BLM‐administered land) or adjacent to the gravel and aggregate source, 
for preparing and mixing the concrete used for the foundations for the wind 
turbine generators, transformers at the substation, O&M building, and other 
project facilities. The batch plant complex would consist of a mixing plant, areas 
for sand and gravel stockpiles, an access road, and truck load out and truck 
turnaround areas. The batch plant itself would consist of cement storage silos, 
water and mixture tanks, gravel hoppers, and conveyors to deliver different 
materials. Following construction, the site of the batch plant complex would be 
rehabilitated. 

County of Imperial Ocotillo Express Wind Project 
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Notice of Preparation 

Potential Environmental Effects 

The lead agencies plan to prepare a full‐scope EIR/EIS addressing all affected resources and issue areas. 
The anticipated environmental effects of the project are briefly described below. 

Aesthetics. The proposed wind turbine generators would be highly visible elements added to the desert 
landscape. Visual simulations of the project will be prepared from key observation points and the 
aesthetic impacts will be evaluated in the EIR/EIS using BLM’s Visual Resources Management 
methodology. 

Air Quality. Project construction activities would generate exhaust emissions and fugitive dust. 
Construction‐related trips, including material delivery, waste hauling, and worker commuting, would 
also generate exhaust emissions. Additionally, operation and maintenance of the facility would generate 
emissions from the operation of vehicles. Construction and operational emissions will be estimated and 
compared against applicable emission standards. 

Biological Resources. Construction of the project could result in impacts to a variety of special‐status 
species and their habitats, including but not limited to, flat‐tailed horned lizard, barefoot banded gecko, 
golden eagle, burrowing owl, bighorn sheep, bats, and various songbirds and raptors. Some of the 
impacts associated with construction of the project could include the permanent conversion and 
temporary disturbance of habitat for special‐status species, potential effects to jurisdictional waters 
pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act and Section 1600 et seq of the California Fish and Game 
Code, and interference with wildlife movement and migration corridors. Operation and maintenance 
activities could result in avian and bat collisions with project infrastructure. 

Cultural Resources. Construction of the project could damage or destroy cultural resources, including 
archaeological sites, historical resources, and traditional cultural properties. In addition, the project area 
may contain important paleontological resources. 

Geology and Soils. Areas of potential hazard, including landslide areas, high erosion potential, and 
seismic hazard, will be identified in the EIR/EIS. Soil erosion could contribute to sedimentation in water 
courses. Ground shaking, landslides, and other ground failures from seismic activity could damage 
project structures. 

Hydrology and Water Quality. The EIR/EIS will evaluate the project’s effects on surface and 
groundwater resources, including impacts on surface water drainage, water quality, aquifers, and 
jurisdictional waters. Altered surface water runoff, erosion, siltation, and sedimentation could diminish 
water quality. 

Land Use and Planning. The project’s effects on existing land uses and consistency with applicable land 
use policies will be evaluated, including consistency with both County and BLM policies. Construction 
and operation of the project could hinder or permanently preclude other uses of the land. Approval of 
the project would require amendment of the BLM California Desert Conservation Area Plan. 

Mineral Resources. The project area’s potential for containing important mineral resources will be 
investigated. The project’s potential to hinder or preclude access to such mineral resources will be 
evaluated. Impacts associated with use of local sand and gravel during construction will be evaluated. 

Noise. Although the project is located is sparsely populated area, operation of wind turbine generators 
would generate noise that may affect sensitive receptors, including residents and recreationists. 
Construction activities would generate noise that may temporarily affect sensitive receptors. Noise 
associated with both construction and operation will be evaluated. 

County of Imperial Ocotillo Express Wind Project 
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Notice of Preparation 

Population and Housing. The potential for the project’s social and economic consequences to result in 
changes to the physical environment will be evaluated. The potential for the project to 
disproportionately affect minority and low‐income populations will also be evaluated. 

Public Health and Safety. Due to their height and location, the proposed wind turbine generators may 
present an aviation hazard for military, law enforcement, and civilian aircraft operations. The EIR/EIS 
will evaluate potential effects on aircraft operations, including effects on military training routes in the 
area and Border Patrol operations. Effects on aviation radar systems will also be evaluated. 

Public Services. The project’s demand for public services will be estimated. If new public facilities or 
infrastructure need to be constructed to meet project needs, the impacts associated with their 
construction and operation will be evaluated. 

Recreation. The project site is public land that is available for limited recreational use, including 
dispersed recreation opportunities such as hiking, camping, and biking. Nearby areas are also used for 
recreational purposes, including BLM wilderness areas and Anza‐Borrego Desert State Park. The 
potential for the project to hinder or otherwise adversely affect recreational activities in the area will be 
evaluated in the EIR/EIS. 

Transportation/Traffic. During construction, vehicle trips will be generated by delivery of project 
components, delivery of construction equipment and materials, hauling of waste materials, and 
commuting construction workers. Due to the large size of some components of the wind turbine 
generators, oversize loads may temporarily disrupt traffic flow, including transit and emergency 
vehicles. During project operation, trips will be generated by the project’s O&M workers and delivery of 
equipment associated with maintenance and repairs. 

Utilities and Service Systems. Effects associated with construction of necessary utility infrastructure will 
be evaluated, including water, wastewater, electrical, and communications systems. Water sources for 
both construction and operational uses will be identified and effects on water supplies investigated. The 
potential effects of the wind turbine generators on microwave communication systems will be 
evaluated. 

COUNTY OF IMPERIAL 
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

Signature:	 	___________________________________ 
Armando G. Villa, Planning & Development Services Director 

Date: ___________________________________ 

Telephone: (760) 482‐4236 

County of Imperial	 	 Ocotillo Express Wind Project 
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