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The public lands under the jurisdiction of the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) have been referred 
to in many ways – “wildlands,” “resource lands,” “public domain,” “ land reserve,” and even the “commons.”    
Each of these names captures a bit of what characterizes these lands.  But within the millions of acres of 
public lands BLM administers are areas that transcend these titles because of their special values, setting 
them apart from other any place you’ve ever been.  

Ten years ago, in 2000, by order of the Secretary of the Interior, 
these special public lands received an official status and a 
fitting title: the “National Landscape Conservation System.”  
The System was established  “to conserve, protect and 
restore nationally significant landscapes recognized for their 
outstanding cultural, ecological, and scientific values.”   

The System currently encompasses more than 880 
special areas, and includes National Monuments, National 
Conservation Areas, Wilderness and Wilderness Study Areas, 
Wild and Scenic Rivers, National Historic and National Scenic Areas, Outstanding Natural Areas, and 
Forest Reserves.   These diverse areas are characteristic of the diversity of the West itself – from coastal 
trails to mountain wilderness and from desert dunes to broad valleys.

Here in California, there are more public land units in the National Landscape Conservation System 
than any other State.    That should come as no surprise to anyone familiar with California’s geographic 
diversity.  In fact, these special places may have been among those the late Woody Guthrie was thinking 
about when he wrote, “This Land is Your Land” -- 

	 “This land is your land, this land is my land, from California….”
	 “From the redwood forest…”
	 “I saw below me a golden valley…”
	 “To the sparkling sands of her diamond deserts…”
	 “The fog was lifting…”

All of these areas described are found on National Landscape Conservation System units administered by 
BLM in California:  

California Coastal National Monument’s internationally renowned vistas•	
Headwaters Forest Reserve’s ancient redwood forest•	
Carrizo Plain National Monument’s valley blanket of golden flowers•	
California Desert Conservation Area’s diamond deserts•	
King Range National Conservation Area’s foggy bluffs•	
and more than 100 other special public land areas in California.•	

Conserving and managing these and other significant landscapes is a tremendous responsibility, and 
BLM-California is privileged to work with countless partners, friends groups, and volunteers to achieve 
these important goals.  

As the song says, “This land was made for you and me” and together we can ensure these areas 
within the National Landscape Conservation System remain truly special places for our children and 
grandchildren to always enjoy.
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Northern California
Wilderness:
7 areas, 85,000 acres

Wilderness Study Areas:
20 areas, 641,000 acres

Wild & Scenic Rivers: 
Eel (middle fork), 12 miles 
Eel (south fork), 7 miles
Klamath, 1 mile
Trinity, 16 miles

Scenic & Historic Trails:
Pacific Crest, 2 miles
California, 75 miles
California (Nobles) 38 miles

National Monuments:
California Coastal

National Conservation Areas:
King Range, 57,288 acres

Reserves:
Headwaters Forest, 7,400 acres

California Desert
Wilderness:
72 areas, 3,480,000 acres

Wilderness Study Areas:
14 areas, 170,000 acres

Wild & Scenic Rivers: 
Amargosa, 26 miles 
Cottonwood, 4 miles 

Scenic & Historic Trails:
Pacific Crest, 130 miles
Old Spanish, 223 miles
DeAnza, 50 miles

National Monuments:
California Coastal
Santa Rosa & San Jacinto, 94,900 acres

Other:
Those portions of the California 
Desert Conservation Area managed 
for conservation purposes per 
P.L. 111-11

Central California
Wilderness:
12 areas, 257,000 acres

Wilderness Study Areas:
38 areas, 289,000 acres  

Wild & Scenic Rivers: 
American (north fork), 13 miles
Merced, 20 miles
Tuolumne, 3 miles

Scenic & Historic Trails:
DeAnza, 10 miles 
Pacific Crest, 41 miles

National Monuments:
California Coastal
Carrizo Plain, 204,107 acres

Outstanding Natural Areas:
Piedras Blancas Light Station, 19 acres

For more information visit these websites:
www.blm.gov/ca/nlcs

www.blm.gov/wo/

Bureau of Land Management
2800 Cottage Way, Suite W1623 

Sacramento, CA  95825
(916) 978-4400
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The California Coastal National Monument
stretches  along the entire coast and include
20,000 rocks, islands, pinnacles and reefs.

The totals above do not match the totals below due to rounding and overlaps * + Those portions of the California Desert Conservation 
Area managed for conservation purposes per P.L. 111-11




