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Opening Business

Attendance

Category One:  Don Klusman, Bob Warren, Sef Murgia, Stan Leach

Category Two: Ryan Henson, Diane Beck, Rondal Snodgrass, Michael Kelley

Category Three:  Bill Radtkey, Shirley Laos, Julie Rogers, Kendall Smith.

There is a quorum

BLM Staff:  Deputy State Director (Resources) Tony Danna, Arcata Field Manger Lynda Roush, Redding Assistant Field Manager Francis Berg, Ukiah Field Manager Rich Burns, Congressional Liaison Krtisin Minster, NorCal Public Affairs Officer Jeff Fontana.

Guests:  Elizabeth Mitchell, Fort Bragg; Frank Hartzell, Fort Bragg Advocate News; Ron Levalley, Fort Bragg; Dr. Richard Kuehn, The Sea Ranch; Diane Hichwa, The Sea Ranch; Marshall Sayegh, Gualala Festivals Committee.

Opening Comments from Chair:

Don Klusman thanked all for attending and making attendance 100 percent.  He welcomed newly-appointed members Sef Murguia, Shirley Laos and Julie Rogers.
The agenda was approved.  The notes from the September meeting were approved as written.

State Office Update

Tony Danna presented the report. Highlights:

· He will retire as of Jan. 3. He thanked the council for its hospitality over the years.  

· The agency is currently under a continuing resolution that runs through Dec. 14.  An omnibus appropriation bill is under consideration.  The BLM’s long term budget planning work is underway.  In the coming years: 
· Themes include healthy lands, southwest borders, energy and non-energy commodity community growth.
There was discussion about the interface between the Recreation Resource Advisory Council (RRAC) and the NW RAC.  The NW RAC will discuss northwest California recreation fee proposals before the issue is presented to the RRAC.  The RRAC must approve new fees and fee increases for FS and BLM sites.  There is a three-year backlog of work primarily involving Forest Service matters.
· The President’s budget proposal is a $58 million increase compared to last year.  The agency feels it can accomplish its goals with the President’s budget proposal.  Under the continuing resolution, the agency is functioning at a 70 to 80 percent level compared to last year.

· Challenge cost share will be a budget priority, allowing the BLM to leverage budget funds with contributions from partners.

· BLM California is seeing increasing numbers of applications for alternate energy, including a proposal for 40,000 acres in development in the Southern California deserts.

· The National Landscape Conservation System (NLCS) is a major theme for the coming budget years.

· Legislatively, there are proposed amendments to the National Energy Act, including proposed reform of the 1872 mining law. Codification of the NLCS is proceeding in Congress.  

· The Recreation Resource Advisory Committee has formed, with Bob Warren and Don Klusman among the members.  The committee is a joint Forest Service/BLM committee.  There are four BLM representatives on the 11-member committee.

· Tony distributed copies of the special recreation management guidebook.

· The California Recreation Roundtable met in Folsom this week. There was a focus on agency efforts (state and federal) to get children involved in the outdoors.  The initiative fits with the Department of the Interior’s “Take it Outside” program.  The group developed the Children’s Outdoor Bill of Rights, which has been adopted by the governor.
Orientation
Jeff Fontana and the field managers presented information on the history of the BLM and the function of resource advisory councils.  Handouts from two PowerPoint presentations are attached to the meeting notes.
Members Kendall Smith and Rondal Snodgrass were critical of the BLM history video.  Kendall suggested that the product should be re-written and re-produced more lively and shorter. She said the video “skewed” history by failing to address Native American issues associated with the westward expansion of the United States. Rondal suggested the video was not appropriate even for BLM presentations to employees.
Public comments

Julie Rogers shared the Mendocino Fire Safe Council’s most recent educational brochure titled “Living With Fire in Mendocino County.”
Frank Hartzell, Fort Bragg Advocate News:  has covered BLM issues at the Yuba Goldfields.  Is interested in ocean issues and welcome email information on issues he should cover.

Stan Leach thanked the group for the get well card.

Kendall Smith suggested to Frank a feature story on the California Coastal National Monument.

Michael Kelley recommended that the RAC send a letter of appreciation to Charlene for her service.

Off Highway Vehicle Issues

Don Klusman reported that the state legislation changing the function of the State OHV commission goes into effect in January.  The commission will continue to administer grants until December 31.  Next year, 50 percent of the available $18 million in grants must be used for on the ground activities. 

There is $2.5 million available this year in the restoration account.  The OHV Division will ask the commission to distribute the funds.
For background, Don explained that a percentage of gas tax money goes into the OHV fund.  Off road vehicle registration funds go to the account as well.  These revenues support the state Off Highway Motorized Vehicle Recreation Division and provide for grant funds to help manage OHV recreation areas on federal and locally-managed lands.  Grant requests always exceed available funds.

There is big demand for grant funds in southern California where land use demands are more significant than those in northern California.
Lynda Roush noted that Redding and Arcata field offices are not slated to receive grant funds in the current funding cycle.  Don suggested that a council letter supporting the need for BLM grant funds might be helpful if directed to the commission.  Bob suggested that specific use numbers be included.
Jeff Fontana suggested that the letter outlining the RAC’s position be directed to the BLM state director, requesting that the state director share the RAC position with the OHV commission.  
Bob suggested that the issue of a fair distribution of funds be included.  He said the funds will help with sound management of off highway vehicle areas that provide economic benefit to small communities.

At the next meeting members want to discuss the need for fair distribution of OHV grant funds and the need for northern California field offices to have access to funding for OHV area maintenance needs.

The following letter was approved:
Northwest California Resource Advisory Council
United States Department of the Interior · Bureau of Land Management
2950 Riverside Drive    Susanville, CA 96130


December 5, 2007

State Director Mike Pool

Bureau of Land Management, California

2800 Cottage Way

Sacramento, CA 95825

Dear Mike:

At its meeting on Dec. 5, 2007, the BLM Northwest California Resource Advisory Council (RAC) was briefed on BLM field offices’ need for California State Off Highway Vehicle funds, and field managers’ concerns that no funding would be provided by the State of California’s Off Highway Vehicle Motorized Recreation Division for the BLM’s Redding and Arcata field offices.

The RAC believes that the Arcata and Redding field offices deserve OHVMR Commission consideration of their requests for grant funding that would support law enforcement and operations and maintenance needs.  These funds would be used to support BLM’s management of the Samoa Dunes Recreation Area in Humboldt County and the Chappie-Shasta Off Highway Vehicle Area in Shasta County.  We would like your support in conveying our concerns.

In the current grant cycle, the field offices are requesting funds to help meet law enforcement needs and for the operation and maintenance of these important off highway vehicle recreation areas.

RAC members unanimously agree that these BLM-managed areas provide critical outlets for rapidly growing OHV recreation, helping to prevent natural resource damage caused by unauthorized OHV use on other public and private lands. These BLM OHV areas are heavily used by recreation visitors from across California, particularly the San Francisco Bay Area and the Sacramento region.  The members also agree that sound management of these areas creates recreation opportunities for off highway vehicle owners, providing significant economic benefits and jobs for the communities near these facilities.

We hope you will convey our concerns to the State OHV Commission when they meet to discuss grant requests at their meeting which occurs Thursday, Dec. 6 through Saturday, Dec. 8, in Sacramento.

As chairman of the Northwest California RAC, I will be happy to present your letter of support to the OHV Commission, and share with the members the opinions of our RAC.

Thank you for your continued support.

Sincerely,

Don Klusman

Chairman

RAC Support for BLM Projects

Michael Kelley suggested that the RAC should have a way to indicate support for field office on-the-ground projects, including ways to encourage the BLM to use the RAC recommendations to set funding priorities.
Michael talked with field managers about priorities and proposed that list be assembled and forwarded to Mike Pool for consideration in BLM California priority setting.

Michael presented potential projects from the Redding field Office (attachment).
Don suggested that the RAC role should be confined to supporting individual projects.  They should be brought to the council on an individual basis or possibly through business plans now being developed for specific management areas. Lynda agreed that RAC support would be most beneficial in that way, including promoting projects for which the BLM is seeking outside funding.

Rich suggested the RAC could lend its support to lists of specific projects presented by field office managers.

Ryan noted that individual RAC members have worked with members of Congress to get earmarks aimed at specific projects.  He said information on project costs would enable individual members of the RAC to work with their members of Congress to win support for individual projects. He recognized that neither the RAC nor the BLM can lobby for funding.
Kendall suggested a letter to the state director highlighting the discussion about the RAC wanting to weigh in on priority setting, narrowing its focus with respect to advocating for specific projects.  RAC will ask managers to bring forth specific project for consideration.  

Tony noted that the BLM budget contains little flexibility.

Lynda noted that business plans for monuments and conservation areas will be out n the next few months and will contain specific projects that the RAC could consider supporting.  BLM land use plans also contain implementation priorities that could be considered by the RAC.
Stan suggested that the RAC consider applying for County Resource Advisory Committee funding for specific projects.

The RAC will revisit the item at the next meeting, with input from field managers on specific projects along with estimated costs.

Michael asked that the RAC consider exchanging ideas via a Google email group.  He stressed the importance for members to keep in touch outside of regularly scheduled meetings.  He said it would improve levels of understanding and subsequent meeting discussions.  Sef voiced concerns with security of internet based lists.
Michael said he will set up an email list as an experiment.
Sacramento River Bend ACEC

Bob Warren, speaking for the Shasta Cascade Wonderland Association, reported on continuing meetings with legislative staffs regarding versions of bills (Sen. Barbara Boxer and Rep. Wally Herger) that would create a Sacramento River Bend National Recreation Area.  Staffs for the senator and representative are working to reconcile differences on maps and formation of an advisory council. 
Bob said he will continue discussions on behalf of the Shasta Cascade Wonderland Association.
California Coastal National Monument

Gualala Seabird Monitoring:
Dr. Richard Kuehn and Diane Hichwa presented information gathered during seabird monitoring conducted at Gualala Point Island (part of the California Coastal National Monument) in connection with the Gualala Fireworks display conducted last July.  Copies of the presentation are attached to these notes.
Highlights:

· Monitoring to determine seabird impacts done by members of The Sea Ranch Stewardship Task Force, which is a steward partner with the CCNM, under a protocol developed by the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the BLM.
· Monitoring of seabird nests on Gualala Point Island before, during and after the fireworks display revealed a significant disturbance to nesting birds.

· Based on documented disturbances, the task force will ask the California Coastal Commission to require California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) review of the fireworks proposal, and that a permit not be granted.
· The task force wants to take actions to protect birds.

The group asked the RAC to send a letter to Mike Pool urging the BLM to take a position “honoring the MOU” between the task force and the BLM.  Under the MOU, the task force monitors CCNM resources and reports problems to the BLM.

Discussion continued regarding historic use and monitoring of seabirds in the area, data gathered from over flights over the past 20, years and continuing declines of seabird nests.  The task force is concerned with continuing disturbances during the breeding season and impacts on birds, particularly Brandt’s Cormorants.  The speakers stressed they are not opposed to fireworks, but to disturbances during the bird nesting season.

Ron Levalley, a wildlife biologist, commended the task force for “one of the better examples of citizen science” he has seen.  He said seabird nesting success rises and falls.  He said the documented breeding failure is “not trivial and is worth a response.”  He said when Cormorants are forced from their nests gulls feed on the eggs or the chicks.  He urged the BLM to follow the intent of the CCNM which focuses on protection.
Marshall Sayegh of the Gualala Festivals Committee asked the RAC to refrain from taking a position until his group has time to respond to the information collected by the bird monitoring group and the report on the findings.  He said there are more questions to be answered about the causes of seabird nesting decline.  He questioned the objectivity of the seabird monitoring, saying the preliminary monitoring report contained inaccuracies and misstatements. He said representatives of his group were not allowed to participate in the monitoring.
In response to questions, Ukiah Field Manager Rich Burns said concerns about the Gualala fireworks and possible seabird disturbance were brought to the attention of the BLM, the California Department of Fish and Game and the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service by people concerned with protecting seabirds.  Those concerned with fireworks impacts cited the protection language in the presidential proclamation that created the California Coastal National Monument.
RAC Comments:

Don Klusman said he was not comfortable with the RAC stating a position.  He said more information is needed. He said the RAC should review the final monitoring report when it is released. He said any recommendation on the issue could be precedent-setting, and therefore should be considered very carefully.
Rondal Snodgrass said any display that “kills creatures is not right.”  He suggested that alternate fireworks locations be found.  He suggested that the RAC issue a statement reflecting their elevated concern about the issue.
Diane Beck said she was concerned that human activity is driving away the birds on Gualala Point Island.
Michael Kelley shared concerns about impacts on nesting birds, but said the RAC does not have enough information to make a recommendation now.
By consensus, the RAC asked for an update at the next meeting
Gateways:
CCNM Manager Rick Hanks summarized work being done in Trinidad and at Point Area to develop gateways for the CCNM.  The Trinidad group has developed and distributed a brochure and installed an information kiosk.  The Point Arena group is getting organized.

Rick said that 12 gateway locations have been identified along the length of the California Coast.  All will develop in their own way, presenting information about the CCNM and the community’s region of the coast.


San Francisco Bay Oil Spill:
Impacts were minimal on CCNM rocks and islands from the Nov. 7 spill of 58,000 gallons of heavy bunker fuel into the bay, though some oil washed onto CCNM rocks near Pacifica, south of San Francisco.  BLM has contributed staff time to the spill response team and has gained valuable experience working with oil spills.  Rick said the knowledge will be valuable if another spill occurs in the monument area.

Geotourism Initiative

Rick briefed the council the BLM’s involvement with the National Geographic Society’s Center for Sustainable Destinations.  A group including the California Ocean Protection Council, National Geographic and the BLM is developing a geotourism proposal, including Mapguides, focused on the California coast and the CCNM.  The program would depend on local involvement in developing the program that encourages sustainable tourism while protecting the authenticity of the California coast and its communities.
Closing Business

Next Meeting:  Thursday and Friday, March 6 and 7.  The Arcata Field Office will host at a location to be announced.

Next Agenda Topics:  Field office project list, field office fee structure reports, Lacks Creek planning status, Cow Mountain National Recreation Area Planning Status, Recreation RAC update, Sacramento River update, update on Gualala fireworks issue.

Thursday, Dec. 6

RAC members participated in a field along the southern Mendocino Coast. Highlights:

· North of the village of Mendocino, the group looked at an expansive infestation of gorst, an invasive weed that is highly fire-prone. Julie Rogers explained fire safe council activities addressing gorst issues in the county.

· At the Stornetta Public Lands near Point Arena, the group hiked along the seaside cliffs and pastures that are part of a 1,100-acre area now open to the public. Staff from the Ukiah field office discussed management issues.

· Near the Mendocino-Sonoma County line, a smaller group of members and BLM staff visited an overlook of Gualala Point Island, the site at the center of the Gualala fireworks issue.

Summary minutes compiled by

Jeff Fontana, BLM public affairs officer, NorCal
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