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Summary Minutes
Thursday, March 26
Members Rondal Snodgrass, Kendall Smith, Diane Beck and Michael Kelley joined staff from the Redding Field Office to tour recently developed and improved recreational trails on public lands.  Stops included the Quartz Hill, Keswick, Salt Creek, Swasey, Cloverdale and Clear Creek trailheads, all of which have been completed by BLM and a variety of partners including the Redding Foundation, City of Redding, McConnell Foundation, Western Shasta Resource Conservation District, the Redding Rotary Club and others.

Friday, March 27

Opening Business

Chairman Don Klusman called the meeting to order at 8 a.m.

Attendance

Category one:  Don Klusman, Stan Leach.  Absent:  Bob Warren, Sef Murguia.
Category Two:  Ryan Henson, Diane Beck, Michael Kelley, Rondal Snodgrass.
Category Three:  Shirley Laos, Tony Shaw, Kendall Smith.  Absent:  Julie Rogers.
There is no majority present in Category One, and therefore, no quorum of the RAC
BLM staff attending:  Deputy State Director Karen Barnette , Arcata Field Manager Lynda Roush (designated federal official), Ukiah Field Manager Rich Burns, Redding Assistant Field Manager Francis Berg, Northern California District Public Affairs Officer Jeff Fontana.
Housekeeping matters

· Jeff Fontana noted that seats held by Rondal, Julie, Stan and Bob are up for re-appointment. The deadline for nominations and support letters is April 20, sent to Jeff in Susanville.  The current members and members of the public can seek the positions.
· The agenda was approved as developed; the minutes from the November meeting were approved as written.
State Office Update

Karen Barnette, deputy state director, reported for State Director Mike Pool.  Highlights:

· State Director Mike Pool is currently in Washington, working as acting director of the BLM.  He will be there until a new BLM director is selected, possibly until the end of summer.  Jim Abbott is acting state director in Mike’s absence.

· Mike is working to improve RAC visibility and to improve the process for appointing members and approving appointments.

· David Hayes has been nominated for deputy interior secretary.  The Senate confirmation process is underway

· The 2009 budget is now in place.  The BLM will receive an additional $25.4 million over the FY2008 budget.  The California share has not been announced.  There is hope that the 2010 budget will reflect the importance of public land management.
· The BLM expects about $305 million in stimulus funds.  The BLM does not yet have an approved project list.  Interior Secretary Ken Salazar will announce it in early April.  Once the first list is approved, the BLM and other agencies will develop second tier project lists.  We can expect funds to shift as agencies determine their ability to complete projects.  Lynda Roush noted that the stimulus program will result in active projects on the ground.  Renewable energy, trails, roads deferred maintenance, fuels and projects connected with the National Landscape Conservation System are the priorities..  The allocation and spending processes will be transparent, with web-based abilities for public tracking.  The funds will be tracked separately from the agency’s primary budget.
· The Omnibus Lands Bill passed yesterday and is going to the president for signature.  It codifies the National Landscape Conservation System and contains wilderness and wild and scenic rivers additions  to California.  There were more than 700,000 acres of new wilderness in the state, including BLM in southern California.
· California is a major part of the BLM emphasis on increasing renewable energy.  Most applications for wind, solar and geothermal are in southern California.   The Ukiah Field Office and northeast California field offices are also receiving applications.
· The Wild Horse and Burro program was discussed in a GAO report (available online at gao.gov).  Additionally, the BLM has announced that it cannot accommodate the Madeline Pickens proposal to develop a public land wild horse sanctuary as presented (statement online at blm.gov).  There is also legislation pending in Congress to add further protections for wild horses and burros.
· Nancy Lull, currently the field manager in Baker City, Oregon, has been selected as the Northern California District manager under the Managing for Excellence initiative.  The shift to a three-tier structure will provide management consistency across BLM nationwide.  Nancy starts May 10 and will be stationed in Redding.  She will supervise the five field northern California field managers (Alturas, Arcata, Eagle Lake, Redding and Surprise) and the support staff (public affairs, budget, grants and fire).
RAC/BLM Work Planning
The members and BLM managers discussed strategies for effective RAC involvement in upcoming BLM planning and projects.

Planning

All Offices

· Acquisitions:  How do the field offices best manage them?  The RAC could provide recommendations on disposals or acquisitions.  The RAC can be a great sounding board in areas where controversies arise in land tenure issues.
Ukiah:

· Cow Mountain Activity Level Plan:  Developing a management plan for Cow Mountain, including improvements at North Cow and South Cow is a current priority.  Scoping is continuing toward management plan development.  More work needs to be done regarding event management and special event  impact on continuing public uses.  Continuing RAC involvement will be needed, including possible recommendation on a fee structure and a protocol for event approval and management.
· Kendall suggested that improved access should be addressed.
· Knoxville:  There are conflicting ideas about uses, including whether off highway vehicle use and events should be allowed.  These could be addressed in an activity level plan.

· Wilderness:  Plans must be developed for Cache Creek, a newly-established wilderness area.
· Stornetta:  A management plan must be developed to replace the interim plan in place at the Stornetta Public Lands.  The Marine Life Protection Act must be factored in.
Redding
· Sacramento River:  If legislation passes to establish the Sacramento River Bend National Recreation Area, a management plan will be needed within two years of enactment.
· RMP:  Redding will review the current Resource Management Plan, in place since 1993 to determine where revisions are needed.  Staff input is underway now.  By 2010 a refresh could be needed.  The field office could amend the plan, work on “refreshing” it or develop a new RMP.  The plan maintenance effort determines whether the plan is relevant in today’s conditions, and updates the RMP to be consistent with current law, regulations and agency policies.  RAC input and involvement would be critical.
Arcata

· RMP:  The plan is up for review and possible freshening for the same reasons as Redding.  The field office has had major acquisitions since the plan was completed.  The internal evaluation process is currently underway.

· Wilderness:  A management plan is needed for the South Fork Eel River Wilderness which was recently established by Congress.

· Lost Coast Headlands:  When acquisition of the Navy facility is completed, a management plan will be needed for the three parts of the complex, including the former Navy facility.

Image/Identity/Branding

· Improved public land signs are needed in some areas. The RAC could consider some recommendation for consistency.  The RAC could provide a fresh public look at current signing and ways to improve it.
· Numbers of signs and locations could be discussed.
· Guidelines for placement could be considered.
· Locations for interpretive signs could be a topic.
· Placed-based concepts could be considered.

· The RAC could volunteer time to help install signs.
· Opportunities for community involvement could be considered in the place-based considerations.
Outreach

· The RAC could help identify areas where multi-cultural outreach needs should be addressed.

· Development of appropriate communication tools, including broadcast media, could be part of discussions and recommendations.

· If the goal is to expand public land use by different cultures, it is important to provide information in a way relevant to various cultures.  The RAC could help explore this area.
· Historical context is often important and should be considered in some way. Incorporating the history of a people is a way to address relevance (Rondal Snodgrass).
· The RAC could provide recommendations on multi-generational issues – consider the best way to reach young people, for example, providing information about where information can be found online.  There could be consideration about providing WiFi connectivity in appropriate areas.
· The RAC could consider how public safety could be incorporated into signing programs, such as including GPS locations or an indicator of cell phone availability, both of which could be used for emergencies.

Volunteers

· The RAC could provide recommendations on use of volunteers, exploring new opportunities for involvement.

Fire and Fuels

· Redding is working to expand fuels management program capability, an important undertaking given the large and increasing wildland urban interface area.
· Community Assistance Grants:  The RAC could consider providing resolutions supporting grant proposals and encouraging funding.
· The RAC could consider ways to encourage communities to participate in the community assistance grant program.

· The RAC could encourage development of Community Wildfire Protection Plans, required for receipt of community assistance grants.

Additional RAC suggestions for broad areas of involvement:
· Fees, access, events, process for dealing with controversy, land tenure issues (acquisitions and disposal).

Michael suggested asking one member to lead the RAC efforts on each of the broad planning area.
Members were unanimous in their thought that the managers should bring issues from today’s “laundry list” to the council at future meetings.

Stan cautioned against the RAC micromanaging the work of the BLM or getting involved in details of individual projects.
Rich suggested an early project could be involvement in image and identity issues, such as signing.
Public Comments

The discussion was paused for the comment period. There was no one present to address the council.
Planning (cont.)

Don Klusman proposed forming a subcommittee to begin addressing the image issue and develop some ideas for RAC consideration.

Action:  Michael volunteered to lead RAC efforts to look into the image area and determine whether a formal subcommittee might be appropriate.  The council agreed to delay subcommittee formation until Michael does some initial work.
Don suggested that the RAC review the Ukiah Field Office proposal for a Cow Mountain fee structure and consider a recommendation to the Recreation RAC.

Action: The agendas will also be changed to reflect action items on every agenda.

The council also asked to review their recommendations on fees as part of the upcoming Cow Mountain Management Plan discussion.
North Coast Geotourism Project

Marcia deChadenedes, project manager with the California Coastal National Monument, updated the council on development of a National Geographic MapGuide for the California coast.  The BLM, through the CCNM, is facilitating the project, which will include a web-based map.  The  North Coast Tourism Council is leading the project and is hosting a web site where GeoTourism MapGuide nominations can be submitted.  She provided two handouts:  a question/answer sheet with nomination form, and a project summary (attachments).
Highlights:

· The initial plan was for a printed MapGuide; it is now for a web product with the potential for developing a printed map, depending on funding availability.
· The California Ocean Protection Council withdrew funding prior to beginning a community process to identify a map theme (the council had anticipated a “salmon” theme for the project).
· The web based map can hold a nearly unlimited number of north coast attractions, as opposed to a limit of about 125 locations on a printed map.

· This is the first opportunity for National Geographic to participate in a project that focuses first on a web map product, to be potentially followed by a printed product.

· Statistics show that over 70 percent of tourists do their trip research on line.  This project taps into that demographic.

· The communities on the north coast are providing the information for the MapGuide.

· The project includes coordination with museum networks, chambers of commerce, and individual businesses and organizations.

· The CCNM is involved out of an understanding that the best way to increase appreciation and support for the monument and BLM-managed public lands is by supporting the communities that border BLM.
· The nomination process will run three months.
· This is the only MapGuide project that has been facilitated by a federal agency.
Rich and Lynda noted they are watching the process for nominations of important public land sites.  They will also nominate important public land sites in their jurisdictions.  They stressed the importance of nominations being “grass-roots” in origin.
Kendall said she appreciates the BLM leading the partnership and venturing into new areas of marketing the public lands.
Don asked that Marcia keep the group informed.  Lynda asked the RAC members to help spread the word and to distribute the nomination form where appropriate.

Shirley said it is important for everyone to help get the process started.
Marcia stressed the differences between traditional tourism and Geotourism is that the later fully informs people about places rather than just highlighting attractions.  It focuses on authenticity of places, not trying to create attractions to entice visitors.

Field Manager’s Reports
Arcata

Lynda Roush distributed a written report highlighting: the 10th anniversary celebration at Headwaters, developments at the King Range National Conservation Area, planning for the Lack’s Creek area, habitat improvements at the South Spit Cooperative Management Area, transfer of the Naval facility at the Lost Coast Headlands, planning for Ocean Day, improvements at Samoa Dunes, development of Gateway communities for the California Coastal National Monument, habitat work, wilderness monitoring, grazing permit renewals, forestry projects and cultural resources work.

The field office is also participating in discussions with the Yurok Tribe which proposes introducing condors into north coast habitat.
The field office is working on acquisitions at Lack’s Creek.  A goal there continues to be development of equestrian and mountain biking recreational opportunities.
A National Public Lands Day event is planned for Samoa Dunes later this year.
Ukiah
Rich Burns presented a written report covering fire and fuels projects, Knoxville public lands, Cow Mountain management, fuel break construction at the Black Forest, a potential acquisition at the Stornetta Public Lands, support of the California Coastal National Monument, the probable cancelation of commercial rafting at Cache Creek because of  damaged county access roads, trailhead development at Cedar Roughs and new geothermal development at the Geysers.
He discussed a major fuel break project at Berryessa Estates that will protect homes from wildfires originating on public lands.
The Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board has issued cease and desist orders to the BLM related to discharge from several abandoned mines on public lands managed by the field office. BLM is working on a response.
Redding

Assistant Field Manager Francis Berg reported the following:

· Fence removal and replacement projects are underway at the Bend Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC).  Visitor use is increasing rapidly, especially among equestrians.

· The Perry Farm was acquired at the Bend.  It is ready to open for public use.  The field office received $2.2 million from LWCF for acquisition of an adjacent parcel.  

· Fuels projects have been underway all spring. Two 1,000-acre thinning treatments are planned on Buckhorn Summit.
· The Forest Service has agreed to add 11,000 acres to the Weaverville Community Forest, bringing the total to about 12,000 acres, including the BLM public lands.
· A spill at the Washington Mine is now the subject of an intended lawsuit.
Closing Business
The RAC will send letters of appreciation to Brent Owen and Brian Sindt for their work on the field tour.  Jeff will draft.
Election of Officers
The RAC unanimously elected Michael Kelley chairman and Ryan Henson vice chair.
Items for the next meeting:

· Alternative Access for South Cow Mountain and other areas. (action). Possible recommendation.  60 minutes.
· Continue discussion of image/outreach planning topic 60 minutes.  Action.

Next Meeting Dates and Location:
Arcata will host.  The preferred dates are Thursday and Friday, July 23-24, 2009.  The alternate dates are Thursday and Friday, July 30-31.  Jeff will poll the absent members to find the best dates.

Note:  Attachments and handouts referenced in these notes are available by contacting BLM Public Affairs Officer Jeff Fontana, (530) 252-5332, or by email, jfontana@blm.gov.
Summary minutes compiled by:

Jeff Fontana
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