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Thursday, July 30
RAC members toured the Elk River Trail in the Headwaters Forest Reserve.  They saw new developments, including a restored engine house, that will serve as an educational center, and improvements on the first two miles of the Elk River Trail and surrounding forest lands.  Presentations were made by several staff members, including Headwaters Manager Chris Heppe, Park Ranger Julie Clark, Geologist Sam Flanagan, Fish Biologist Dave Fuller , Engineer Brad Job and Archaeologist Dave Johnson.
 Friday, July 31
Chairman Michael Kelley opened the meeting at 8 a.m.

Attendance

Category one: Stan Leach, Bob Warren, Sef Murguia.  Absent: Don Klusman

Category two:  Diane Beck, Michael Kelley, Rondal Snodgrass. Absent:  Ryan Henson

Category three:  Julie Rogers, Tony Shaw, Kendall Smith, Shirley Laos.

There is a quorum

BLM Staff:  Northern California District Manager Nancy Haug, Arcata Field Manager Lynda Roush, Redding Field Manager Steve Anderson, Ukiah Field Manager Rich Burns, District Public Affairs Officer Jeff Fontana, Central California District Manager Kathy Hardy, Central California District Public Affairs Officer David Christy. 
Opening business
Jeff Fontana updated the council on vacancies.   The council signed a get well card for member Don Klusman, and agreed that an award will be presented to Don when he returns in appreciation for his terms as chairman.
Agenda approval:  The agenda was approved with the following additions:

· Michael Kelley added a discussion item on a land action involving the Bureau of Reclamation and the BLM Redding Field Office.  

· A discussion item will be added regarding the status of National Recreation Area legislation proposed for the Sacramento River Bend.

· Bob Warren noted that a geotourism conference will be held in October at Asilomar and invited interested RAC members.

Meeting minutes: The notes from the March 2009 were approved with one correction.
District Manager’s Time

Newly-appointed Northern California District Manager Nancy Haug made some introductory comments.  Highlights:

· She thanked Lynda and the Arcata staff for an excellent field tour and detailed discussion of management issues at Headwaters.  
· She stressed that the NW RAC will continue to advise the Ukiah Field Office despite their new orientation with the Central California District.  Nancy will be the designated federal official for the RAC, replacing Lynda Roush in that role.
· The managers appreciate the advice and counsel provided by the RAC and promised a smooth transition into the three tier organization.

· She detailed her background:

· 20 years with BLM, starting in the clerical field.

· Degree in journalism and a public affairs background before moving into leadership

· Appreciates the “people” part of her job.

· Two grown children and two grandsons.  Family is the most important part of her life and she encourages everyone to focus on those aspects of life.

· The two-tier organization was efficient, but the BLM move to a three tier structure nationwide will provide some efficiency in using scarce skills across field offices and across district lines.
· She is based in Redding, but travels frequently because field offices are separated by long distances.
· She will supervise the field managers and the support staff.  District field offices include Arcata, Redding, Eagle Lake (Susanville), Alturas, and Surprise (Cedarville).  The support staff will stay in place and continue to directly support all field offices.

· The district is strongly support oriented.

Kathy Hardy, who joined the BLM as Central California district manager (she was previously a deputy forest supervisor with the Forest Service, and an archaeologist by formal education), noted that the first year of the new district organization will be a transition period.  Field managers will keep their responsibilities and authorities in the new three tier structure.  The district managers will take some of the workload from the state director.  She provided a map of the new district boundaries. 

State Director’s Report

Nancy Haug presented a report from notes provided by acting State Director Jim Abbott.  Highlights:
National/State Issues:

1. Washington Appointments: 
President Obama has nominated Bob Abbey to be the National Director of the BLM.  Bob is a retired BLM employee who served as the BLM Nevada State Director before becoming a consultant on lands issues.  Mr. Abbey had his confirmation hearing several weeks ago but Senator McCain has placed a hold on his confirmation until he receives assurances from DOI on an Arizona lands issue.  State Director Mike Pool continues to serve as acting national BLM Director and will hold the position until Mr. Abbey is confirmed.  Wilma Lewis, former Interior IG and Solicitor, has been nominated to serve as the Assistant Secretary – Land and Minerals.  She had a joint confirmation hearing with Bob Abbey and is awaiting a Senate vote on her confirmation. 
2. Budget – In the Omnibus 2009 Budget Bill, the Department of the Interior received $10.1 billion, slightly more than 2008.  BLM received $890 million, which is $25.4 million more than the request, a reflection of the significant investments this Administration and Congress intend to make in the public lands.  

3. ARRA Funding – The so-called Stimulus funding, under the America Recovery Act, approved more than $305 million for BLM over two years.  The approved BLM projects were announced in May and had to meet a strict set of criteria (NEPA work done, etc., to be "Shovel ready").  Many of you are likely aware of the projects in your areas that have been approved for ARRA funding.  The government has promised timely updates and transparency in the completion of these projects and we encourage you to track their progress.  
4. Legislation – 
a. The Omnibus Public Lands Management Act of 2009 was signed into law by the President on March 30, 2009.  The bill contains four pieces of legislation affecting BLM California that added four Wilderness areas and five Wilderness additions adding up to approximately 140,222 acres, as well as designating two Wild and Scenic Rivers.   

b. H.R. 689 – A Bill sponsored by Rep. Wally Herger which will transfer USFS managed land within the Chappie Shasta OHV area to the BLM passed by voice vote in the House on June 2, 2009 and was sent to the Senate.  The bill will bring the OHV area under sole management by the BLM, transferring 11,760 acres within the Chappie-Shasta OHV Area to the BLM and transferring approximately 5,000 acres primarily within the Trinity Alps Wilderness to the Forest Service.
c. S. 762 – Sponsored by Senator Dianne Feinstein, the Fire Safe Communities Act of 2009 was introduced on April 1, 2009.  It promotes fire safe communities by providing additional fire management assistance for those communities who are taking steps to be fire safe.  

d. Various Renewable Energy and Climate Change bills are being discussed and we are anticipating several to be introduced in the coming months.  This continues to be one of the most important issues during this session of Congress. 
5. Statewide Renewable Energy – The Department continue to moves forward with renewable energy development as one of Secretary Salazar’s top priorities.  Last month the Secretary announced 24 Solar Energy Study Areas in six Western stated. The objective is to provide landscape-scale planning and zoning for solar projects on BLM lands in the West, allowing a more efficient process for permitting and placing responsible solar development.  All of BLM California’s Solar Energy Study Areas are located within the California Desert District.  BLM California is continuing to work closely with the state, which is moving to expedite renewable development while protecting sensitive areas.  State and federal agreements, and inter-agency teams are working on streamlining operations while ensuring full public involvement in affected areas.

Field Managers’ Reports

Redding:  Steve Anderson distributed a written report covering land and realty actions, management in the Interlakes Special Recreation Management Area, Lower Clear Creek, Sacramento River Bend management and proposed legislation to create a National Recreation Area, ARRA projects, law enforcement, management of the Weaverville Community Forest, and management issues at Reading Island in the Sacramento River Bend area.  Additional highlights:
· The realty program is a primary focus for the field office.  He thanked the RAC for supporting the Redding Resource Management Plan (RMP) and its land tenure adjustment direction.  The field office focuses on blocking up large blocks of public lands that are easier to manage than isolated, scattered tracts.  The Clear Creek Greenway and Bend ACEC are good examples of benefits.

· The field office is working on a land exchange in west Redding to trade isolated public parcels in West Redding (surrounded by development) for Trinity River parcels that will help block up public ownership and management.  The appraisal and NEPA work are done.
· The Weaverville Community Forest managers have invited the secretaries of the interior and agriculture to visit the project site.  
· Reading Island:  Michael asked that the RAC provide advice on Reading Island management issues concerning a private levee that is impeding cold water flow.    The RAC adopted the following recommendation:
At its meeting on July 31, 2009, members of the Northwest California Resource Advisory Council learned of a levee, constructed on private land in the 1970s, that has blocked Sacramento River flow from entering Anderson Creek Slough at Reading Island, potentially impacting cold water fisheries and other natural resource values.   There has been community interest in re-establishing river flows to improve natural resource values and access to the river.  Because of the BLM’s management responsibilities in the Sacramento River Bend Area of Critical Environmental Concern – the location of Reading Island – the RAC recommends that the BLM Redding Field office present its concerns and viewpoints regarding removal of the levee to the California Department of Fish and Game and to appropriate local government agencies, and participate in natural resource management discussions affecting this region.
Ukiah: Rich Burns provided a written report (attachment) covering fire and fuels projects, OHV grant funding, Knoxville public lands management, Cow Mountain Recreation Area management, Black Forest projects, wind energy interest at Walker Ridge, Stornetta Public Lands issues, California Coastal National Monument management, Cache Creek rafting (road access) issues, public uses at Lake Berryessa, scattered tracts and split estate management, geothermal issues at The Geysers and staffing.
Other highlights:

· Rich thanked the RAC for supporting the field office green sticker grant request to the State of California’s Department of Parks and Recreation. The field office has received one-time funding for abandoned mine land abatement.
· There has been concern about a hydro-fracturing project at The Geysers, with neighbors in the community of Anderson Springs fearing that the water injection and underground rock shearing will cause earthquakes.  The project is intended to increase geothermal energy production. Concern was heightened by a New York Times article comparing the project to similar work in Switzerland that caused damaging earthquakes.  Following the article, the

U. S. Department of Energy cancelled funding for the project pending more analysis, which has been completed.    The review did not recommend cancelling the project.  Work will continue.

Arcata: Lynda Roush presented a written report (attachment) covering the Headwaters Forest Reserve, King Range National Conservation Area, Lacks Creek, South Spit Cooperative Management Area, Lost Coast Headlands, Samoa Dunes Recreation Area, California Coastal National Monument management and other ongoing projects.
Image/Identity/Outreach

Michael Kelley prefaced the discussion with a comment about the RAC’s previous interest in addressing the issues of improving BLM’s image, identify and outreach, with a specific focus on cultural diversity.  Michael suggested focusing primarily on interpretation.

Current activities (interpretation):

· Bob Warren:  The California Welcome Center is incorporating negative aspects of the California Gold Rush into its exhibits as a way to “tell the whole story.”  It is a good example of how full stories should be told.

· Kendall Smith:  BLM needs to explore how to ensure cultural diversity is addressed when it develops interpretive displays.  Various sides of each theme should be presented.  BLM should seek diverse input in developing the materials.  People are becoming more aware of the need.

· Rich Burns:  Highlights in Ukiah:
· Current materials highlight the natural resource values, and are informational in nature.
· Materials are in English. BLM needs to explore multi-lingual approaches.

· The field office conducts bald eagle and wildflower viewing hikes, and has used multi-lingual interpreters successfully on those events.

· At Mt. Konocti, there is a new realization that interpretation needs to include a Native American perspective.

· Steve Anderson:  Redding highlights:
· Redding needs to do much more at the Redding welcome Center with a revamped display.

· Arcata:  Lynda Roush:

· The main focus has been on schools and outdoor classroom events.  The King Range is heavily involved.  Ocean Day continued to be a major event, attracting nearly 1,000 school children to the South Spit Cooperative Management area.
Kendall suggested that BLM increase use of college students, including advanced degree candidates, and interns to develop and implement interpretive programs.    She said the agency should increase visibility at the California State Fair and county fairs, which have highly diverse audiences.

Central California District Manager Kathy Hardy noted that BLM focuses multi-cultural outreach in hiring and recognizes the importance of reaching young school age audiences to build an appreciation of natural resources. She said part of the message is to convey the complexities of managing public lands and resources.

Tony Shaw suggested that BLM’s web-based information is lacking. He said the webistes should be improved to use GIS technology to enable use of Google Earth information (enabling users to overlay BLM information on Google Earth layers).  He said BLM is behind the times as public land users turn to Google Earth to find out more information about public lands.  He said BLM websites need to contain more interactive, downloadable information.
Rich pointed out that section 508 (Americans with Disabilities Act) compliance issues have to be addressed in BLM web applications, which has increased the workloads for the BLM developing web based information.

Rondal Snodgrass suggested that the RAC discussion should address use of BLM law enforcement rangers in interpretive efforts.  He expressed fears about racial profiling in connection with concerns about Mexican drug cartel involvement in marijuana growing.  He questioned whether Hispanic people recreating on public land are viewed by law enforcement as being involved in illegal drug activities.  He said the rangers are often the most public face of BLM, and in effect, the interpreters for the agency.  He said BLM should ensure that racial profiling does not happen.  Rondal stressed that RAC members need to share with BLM the information they receive.

He also noted that BLM needs to expand its interpretive programs to address the California populations that are becoming a majority.

Nancy Haug agreed that law enforcement rangers are front line contacts, and said BLM has an opportunity to use them to present natural resource and interpretive messages.   She urged RAC members to remember that law enforcement rangers operate in a dangerous world as well, and have law enforcement responsibilities.

Addressing demographics, Michael Kelly said the BLM needs to have diversity in employment so that the workforce “looks like the people it works for.”
BLM efforts to increase diversity:

Kathy Hardy:  The BLM California workforce is focusing on diversity needs in outreach and recruitment to audiences that have not been involved in natural resource management.  The agency is even looking at using Twitter as an outreach tool.  Nancy explained the outreach efforts at historically black colleges and universities, and outreach to schools as efforts to increase diversity.  Career fairs are a major target.  She said diversity improvement is a high priority in the BLM.

Rich Burns expressed a need for the BLM to improve student awareness of programs such as SCEP, STEP and internships.

Lynda Roush noted the percentage of multi-lingual employees is increasing. 

Rondal expressed satisfaction that BLM recognition of women in management positions has increased greatly.  He said BLM has been successful in improving representation by gender, and should be able to follow with improvements in diversity.

Michael was interested in obtaining demographic information, especially about the visitors to public lands.  He said the RAC could become involved in exploring ways to improve the level of information about demographics associated with public land users.  There was discussion about the difficulty of obtaining accurate information about the demographic makeup of all public lands users.
Sef Murguia expressed concern that the RAC might be going “fair afield of our charge” in this current discussion.  He agreed the BLM needs to tell stories honestly and in context of relevant cultural diversity, but would not want to see the BLM get deeply involved in the “sticky situation” of race relations.  Michael agreed that the BLM should avoid the “slippery slope” of race relations, but should be aware of concerns.
Steve Anderson noted that it is important for BLM signing to be current and in good repair, because it is the most visible sign of BLM’s brand.  BLM needs to work on basic information and signing – it is just as important, if not more so, than focusing on diversity improvement.  Fundamental basic information that lets people know they are on public lands, how to be safe and how to respect private lands is critical.
Youth

Tony Shaw repeated that young public land users rely on technology such as WiFi and GPS, and BLM needs to focus on using the technology to convey information.  Short term action and long term vision are needed. Michael agreed it is important to build constituencies by addressing youth.

Steve said BLM web page links are important.

Rich noted that the Ukiah Field Office involves schools in outdoor programs, attends as many fairs as possible, and designs exhibits to attract youth (motorcycles, for example).

Steve noted that the Redding Field Office has assigned a recreation planner to focus heavily on school outreach and works with a foundation to reach youth.
Lynda Roush noted that the California Conservation Corps, the Student Conservation Association and Nick’s Interns Program are important components of youth outreach activities.  The field office received Take it Outside Program grant funds and purchased mountain bikes and kayaks to assist youth with experiencing natural resources.  The King Range staff has worked with Whitethorn School on a natural resources curriculum.
Rondal noted that the Nick’s Interns youth program worked because BLM provided the public lands where projects could be implemented, and then supported a locally-developed program.   He applauded the Arcata Field Office for its support of programs that are often developed in the community, rather than limiting itself to programs developed only within the agency.
Michael reported on the Trips for Kids program that takes intercity youth on bicycle outings into open space.  He said the response from the children who have never been in open space is astonishing and builds a new public lands constituency.

Sef expressed understanding of the BLM challenge of dealing with large uninformed populations near public lands and a lack of a land use ethic.  He said the agency should focus on efforts to create a land use ethic about the public lands on a scale that could be compared with the Smokey Bear campaign for forest lands.  He said the RAC could develop some recommendations about how the agency can build a public consensus about conserving and protecting the public natural resources.  It should be part of the mission in addition to the branding.  He said there is an opportunity with the “captive audience” in youth outreach programs.
Julie Rogers said there is a need to increase public understanding about the complexity of ecosystems and the need to protect them.   The message needs to be woven into interpretive materials.

Bob Warren said the RAC should not go too far in the hiring diversity issue – the BLM knows what it has to do in that regard.   The RAC should focus more on the activities associated with resource management and visitors information.

Tony suggested that land use ethics information should be presented directly at public recreation sites.  A possibility would be listing the top 10 things – best practices – that recreation users could apply during their visits.  Multiple languages could be considered when appropriate.

Stan Leach noted that there is a challenge of reaching youth who are not involved with responsible public land-using families, scouting groups or others.  He said there is an information gap to fill when it comes to reaching youth with an outdoor ethic message.
Steve Anderson noted that developing and maintaining interpretive signs and development takes funding, which has been lacking in many areas.  High quality materials are expensive.
Nancy Haug suggested that the RAC think in terms of a product or specific recommendations to the BLM.  She suggested that the RAC consider at recommendations about how law enforcement rangers can become more involved in natural resources interpretation.

Tony requested information at the next meeting about what staffs are working on related to what was discussed today.
Recommendations:

The RAC agreed that:

· A working document summarizing today’s suggestions will accompany the meeting notes.
· BLM field office staff members will be asked to review and comment on the summary of issues and suggestions from today’s meeting.
· BLM staff members will be asked to provide ideas on how the RAC can best assist the BLM in the areas of image, outreach, branding and identity.

· RAC members will participate in informal working groups outside of normal RAC meetings and subcommittee meetings to develop ideas for further discussion.  These groups will not formulate recommendations.
· The RAC will later consider forming a subcommittee to develop formal recommendations for the full council, as provided in the council charter.

BOR Land Exchange
Steve Anderson explained a proposal to transfer lands to the BLM from the Bureau of Reclamation (BOR) in the Keswick area of the Sacramento River west of Redding. The lands lie adjacent to the Sacramento River Rail Trail.  The land was withdrawn from the public domain by BOR when Shasta Dam was developed.  It is no longer needed for dam construction purposes for which it was withdrawn and therefore must revert to the BLM for management.  The action would be to revoke the withdrawal of about 1,100 acres.  The process is ongoing within the Department of the Interior to revoke the withdrawal.
Recommendation: Michael suggested a two-part letter supporting the withdrawal.  The RAC agreed that a two part letter will be sent to the Secretary through the BLM state director urging completion of the withdrawal and accepting the BOR offer. The RAC agreed to send the letter.   Public Affairs Officer Jeff Fontana will assist Michael with the letter.  Copies will go to the state director with copies to the RAC.
Sacramento River Bend

Michael reported that talks continue between Congressman Wally Herger and U. S. Sen. Barbara Boxer on proposed legislation that would create a national recreation area in the Sacramento River Bend north of Red Bluff.   Information will be presented to the Tehama County Board of Supervisors in early August. Differences in advisory council provisions and mapping are being worked out.  The legislation can move ahead after talks with the board of supervisors and adjacent landowner notifications are completed.
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) projects

Steve Anderson noted that BLM received about $300 million nationwide.

Arcata:  Lynda distributed a summary of her projects, describing each.   There are nine projects.  Major work will be construction of a bike skills park at the Paradise Royale Mountain Bike Trail in the King Range, and cultural resource restoration in the King Range.  The field office received about $1 million.

Ukiah:  The field office has five projects, three of which involve abandoned mine lands.  Total value is about $3 million.

Redding:  There are nine planned projects focusing on habitat restoration and recreation Improvements.  A major project will be paving about four miles of the Sacramento River Rail Trail. Steve credited the award to good support from Redding’s partners.   The eventual hope is the pave the rail trail from the Sundial Bridge to Shasta Dam.

Closing Business
Member Roundtable:

Julie Rogers:  Distributed a report on the Mendocino Fire Safe Council work and coordination with BLM.  She distributed the second edition of the “Living with Wildfire in Mendocino County” publication, which includes articles about BLM’s support of fire safe council activities.
Shirley Laos:  Local tribes are involved with Marine Life Protection Act (MLPA) discussions affecting waters off the coast.  Each tribe will decide whether to sign a county-driven letter relating local concerns with the MLPA process.

Sef Murguia:  Is interested in information about which equestrian projects have been funded in the RAC area of jurisdiction.  Would like to see a comparison of equestrian versus other recreation projects. The report will be added to the next meeting agenda.
Bob Warren:  California tourism has instituted an in-state marketing program to market “close to home” vacation destinations.  BLM is a partner with a $2,000 contribution.

Kendall Smith:  is pleased to see that Mendocino County is more active in tourism promotion.

Next Agenda Items
For the fall meeting:  Continue the image/identity/branding discussion, report on field office equestrian projects, field office land use planning update, exporting the Weaverville Community Forest Stewardship example, nomination status for the North Coast Geotourism Project, Cow Mountain access.

Rondal asked members to consider a totem animal that could represent the region.

Next Meeting Location, Dates
October 29 and 30, 2009.  Ukiah Field Office will host.  Precise location and field trip details will be developed and announced.

Summary notes compiled by

Jeff Fontana, Public Affairs Officer
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