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Thursday, June 4

The council convened at the BLM Alturas Field Office at 10 a.m. and departed for a field tour of public lands at the Infernal Caverns site in Modoc County, public lands at the Williams Ranch in Lassen County, and recreational sites at West Valley Reservoir in Modoc County.  Discussion topics included plans for interpretive developments at the Infernal Caverns, management possibilities for the Williams Ranch site and management of off highway vehicle use on the east side of West Valley Reservoir.

Friday, June 5

Chair Nancy Huffman convened the meeting at 8 a.m. in the conference room of the BLM Alturas Field Office.

Attendance

Category One:  Ken McGarva, John Erquiaga.  Absent:  Todd Swickard, Skip Willmore, Jack Razzeto.

Category Two:  Frank Bayham, Gale Dupree, Martin Balding, Rosalee Bradley, Alan Cain.
Category Three:  Norvie Enns, Nancy Huffman, Sean Curtis.  Absent:  Pete Neely. One vacancy.
There is no majority present in category one, and therefore, no quorum of the advisory council.

BLM staff attending:  Northern California District Manager Nancy Lull, Alturas Field Manager Tim Burke, Eagle Lake Field Manager Dayne Barron, Surprise Field Manager Shane DeForest, Alturas Field Office Recreation Planner Claude Singleton, Eagle Lake Field Office Planner Sue Noggles, Northern California District Public Affairs Officer Jeff Fontana.

Opening Business

The agenda was approved without change.  The minutes from the February 2009 meeting were approved as distributed.
District Manager’s Time
Nancy Lull discussed the BLM’s return to a three tier structure – state offices, district offices and field offices – across the agency, and the rationale for the change.  She will be based in Redding and supervise field managers in Alturas, Arcata, Cedarville, Susanville and Redding, the offices comprising the new Northern California District.  The support staff currently in place (public affairs officer, fire management officer, budget analyst and grants specialist) is also part of the district organization.  Nancy noted that the district staff will be focused on support; there are no plans for additional positions such as program leads.

RMP Implementation

Eagle Lake Field Office Planner Sue Noggles led a discussion about field office plans to implement their resource management plans.  Prior to the meeting, each RAC member received a spreadsheet from each field office detailing the activities that will flow from the land use plans.

There are 25 natural resource subjects covered in each plan.

Sue said the subcommittee requested that each field office show the top six subjects for RMP implementation for the next year to illustrate the areas that will be focused on first.  She said the BLM would appreciate endorsement of the implementation approach for the next five years.

Sue presented a PowerPoint presentation focusing the purpose of implementation planning and the upcoming workloads for field offices.  A printed copy of the PowerPoint presentation is attached to these meeting notes.
Tim noted that the RAC RMP implementation subcommittee determined that monitoring for the projects in the Sage Steppe Restoration Strategy should be the highest priority for BLM, and that monitoring must be coordinated among the BLM and Forest Service offices, and other partners.  Subcommittee members agreed that monitoring, before and after projects, must be done consistently across jurisdictions.

Martin Balding suggested that a simple brochure to be given to contractors working in juniper to show a standard for how a landscape should look after treatment.  He referenced the photos of the Stones Landing project from Sue’s PowerPoint as an example.  Sean Curtis stressed the importance of the agencies coordinating on Sage Steppe projects in accordance with the Sage Steppe Ecosystem Management Strategy, and suggested there is room for RAC involvement there.

There was discussion about the RAC forming a subcommittee to fulfill the technical advisory committee role detailed in the Sage Steppe Strategy.  It would be a way to fulfill the commitment without having for form a new advisory group under the Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA), under which the RAC is organized.  There was discussion about whether the task, particularly the technical aspects, is within the capabilities of the RAC.  Nancy Huffman noted that the RAC might be the starting point for an advisory committee that could serve while a FACA-chartered subcommittee is formed to meet the technical advisory committee requirement of the sage steppe strategy, which has been incorporated by reference into the three field office resource management plans.  She agreed the RAC is not the body to develop technical standards, but could be a sounding board and could help form the advisory group, using the subgroup flexibility contained in the charter.

Dayne noted that much of the Sage Steppe project implementation can get underway without a technical advisory group in place, because each RMP contains direction for sage steppe management and restoration.  Nancy noted that an advisory group can help track actions and results.

Sean suggested that the RAC could make a statement affirming that monitoring and coordination among partners is essential for success of the sage steppe restoration strategy. Frank Bayham added that the RAC statement should stress integrated monitoring and coordination efforts among the partners are absolutely essential for success of the strategy.
Nancy Huffman pointed out that it is not possible to identify single priorities because staffs work on multiple projects simultaneously.
Position Statements:

Members of the council present agreed with the following position statement on resource management plans:
Members of the Resource Advisory council present at the June 5, 2009 meeting indicated their support for the field office approaches in implementing the resource management plans.  The RAC appreciates the work that has been put into the plans and the commitment to implementation.  The RAC commends the BLM for the work done.

Members also agreed on the following position statement regarding coordination and monitoring for the Sage Steppe Ecosystem Restoration Strategy:

Members of the Northeast California Resource Advisory council present at the June 5, 2009 meeting agreed that monitoring of resource conditions, before and after treatments, and coordination of treatment projects among the partner agencies and private land owners, are essential for the viability and success of the Sage Steppe Ecosystem Restoration Strategy.  This project has been adopted by the three field offices in the RAC jurisdiction, and is incorporated into their resource management plans.    If requested by the BLM on behalf of the sage steppe partners, the RAC could provide the services of a FACA-chartered advisory committee, as detailed in the Sage Steppe Strategy, using its authority to form a subgroup. This service could be provided on an interim basis while a Technical Advisory Committee is formed.  While the RAC recognizes that it advises only the BLM, it is essential that BLM field offices coordinate with its partners for success in restoring sage steppe ecosystems, and the RAC could advise the BLM is this regard. The BLM would be able to share RAC advice with partners in the Sage Steppe Project.

Kramer Ranch Land Exchange

Alturas Field Manager Tim Burke reported that since the last meeting the land exchange proposal has been enlarged to increase the amount of land available for public access.  As first proposed, the exchange would give 1,000 acres of public land to the Kramer Ranch in exchange for a conservation easement on 500 private acres and  a conservation easement on the 1,000 acres of exchanged public lands.  Public access would be allowed on the easements.  The Kramer’s proposed a public land cleanup.  The California Deer Association offered to hold the conservation easements to ensure public access and deer habitat improvements.

BLM proposed equalizing acreage.  The Deer Association now proposes moving ahead with reducing the public land by half with a direct purchase of the remaining 500 acres.  A conservation easement would be placed on the entire 1,500 public and private acres.

Alturas Field Office Realty Specialist Emily Jennings said a formal proposal has been received, and the field office will move forward with the required feasibility report. 

The affected land has been identified in the Alturas RMP for disposal from public ownership.  As part of the exchange process, Emily said appraisals will be required and details of the conservation easement will have to be worked out.  Public meetings will be part of the process.  A schedule has not yet been set.  
The feasibility report requires approvals from the state office, national lands team, Washington Office and the BLM Director and finally the state director before it moves forward.  The field office is moving forward with the plan and seeking approvals.  
Nancy Huffman expressed concern with who will eventually own the conservation easement.  She is concerned that the easement holder could eventually end up owning the public land.  Nancy noted the public lands are well used and expressed concern with continued public access if the exchange is completed.  Nancy was concerned that the BLM would give away public land in exchange only for an easement on it.  She would be more comfortable if the BLM held the conservation easements (rather than the Deer Association).  The easement should contain provisions for the Kramer Ranch to clean up and maintain the subject land on which the conservation easement .

Sean Curtis noted that the isolated BLM 40 acre parcel should be traded or sold out of public ownership.

Public Comments

There was no one present to address the advisory council.
State Office Update

Northern California District Manager Nancy Lull represented State Director Mike Pool She reported:
National/State Issues:

1. Washington Appointments: 
State Director Mike Pool continues to serve as acting national BLM Director and will hold the position until a permanent director is selected by Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar.  So far, a BLM Director has not been nominated.  However, Wilma Lewis has been nominated to serve as the Assistant Secretary – Land and Minerals. 
Budget – In the Omnibus 2009 Budget Bill, the Department of the Interior received $10.1 billion, slightly more than 2008.  BLM received $890 million, which is $25.4 million more than the request, a reflection of the significant investments this Administration and Congress intend to make in the public lands.  

2. ARRA Funding – The so-called Stimulus funding, under the America Recovery Act, approved more than $305 million for BLM over two years.  The approved BLM projects were announced in May and had to meet a strict set of criteria (NEPA work done, etc., to be "Shovel ready").  Many of you are likely aware of the projects in your areas that have been approved for ARRA funding.  The government has promised timely updates and transparency in the completion of these projects and we encourage you to track their progress.  
3. Congressional Visit to DC – Acting State Director, Jim Abbott was in DC the last week of April visiting with Members and staff about public lands issues.  He met Congressman Tom McClintock and both the Congressman and his staff stressed how important public lands issues and public access are to the congressman.  

4. Legislation – 
a. The Omnibus Public Lands Management Act of 2009 was signed into law by the President on March 30, 2009.  The bill contains four pieces of legislation affecting BLM California that added four Wilderness areas and five Wilderness additions adding up to approximately 140,222 acres, as well as designating two Wild and Scenic Rivers.   

b. H.R. 689 – A Bill sponsored by Rep. Wally Herger which will transfer USFS managed land within the Chappie Shasta OHV area to the BLM passed by voice vote in the House earlier this week on June 2, 2009.  The bill will bring the OHV area under sole management by the BLM, transferring 11,760 acres within the Chappie-Shasta OHV Area to the BLM and transferring approximately 5,000 acres primarily within the Trinity Alps Wilderness to the Forest Service.
c. Various Renewable Energy and Climate Change bills are being discussed and we are anticipating several to be introduced in the coming months.  This continues to be one of the most important issues during this session of Congress. 
5. Statewide Renewable Energy – The Department continue to moves forward with renewable energy development as one of Secretary Salazar’s top priorities.  BLM California is continuing to work closely with the state, which is moving to expedite renewable development while protecting sensitive areas.  State and federal agreements, and inter-agency teams are working on streamlining operations while ensuring full public involvement in affected areas.

6. Wild Horse and Burro Program – On June 15, 2009 the National Wild Horse & Burro Advisory Board will be meeting in Sacramento. 
Comments/Questions:

· Sean wants information on the Waxman bill on biomass.  He said the bill does not include biomass as a renewable resource.  Sean said no one will want to use biomass if it is not a renewable resource.  It would drastically affect the sage steppe project by limiting the market for biomass.

· Frank Bayham asked that the managers discuss project proposals for alternative energy in context of how it fits with the larger national alternate energy picture.
Comments and Recommendations from Field Tour

Tim Burke requested RAC recommendations on management of the three areas visited on the field tour yesterday.

Williams Ranch

· Rosalee: The Williams ranch area should be developed into a trailhead with provisions for overnight use.  There would be value for equestrians.
· Martin:  Special permit camping should be considered at the Williams Ranch site.  Some grazing use should be allowed as a management tool.  A hydrology study should be completed before any reservoir development or construction of dams.  The juniper cut looked good and islands are good for wildlife.
· Ken McGarva:  There should be a grazing plan for the Williams Ranch.

Infernal Caverns 

Tim stressed that BLM RAC was allowed into the area on private land by special permission from Alturas Ranches.

· Nancy Huffman:  The current limited access limits the importance of the site and need to develop it for public use.  (Tim noted there is high interest in access to the site, particularly among historians).
· Alan Cain:  The Highway 395 interpretive site discussed during the field tour should not be developed until public access to the site itself is assured.  
· Nancy Huffman:  Any informational kiosk should clearly indicate the kind of access to the site, such as foot traffic only.
West Valley Reservoir

· Nancy Huffman:  The east side road where the RAC visited looks like a nice place to visit and recreate.  It is apparently will known.  BLM should establish use rules.  Don’t discontinue public use.
· Alan Cain:  BLM should install informational signs showing that BLM manages the public land. Signs should include the dispersed camping rules; pack in pack out requirements, and OHV limitations to established trails.  People need to know the standards that are expected.  BLM should monitor use.  It would raise the quality of use levels.  Vehicle use should be allowed on the existing two track roads already there. The users are not doing that much harm. There should be a standard against creating new roads and trails.  (Tim Burke noted that the current use does not conform to the RMP requirement limiting vehicles to designated roads and trails.  Allowing continuing current use would require a plan amendment.)
· Martin agreed with Alan’s posting suggestion.  He said the area does not look very fragile.
Wind Energy and TANC Project

Transmission Authority of Northern California (TANC):  The project by the consortium of public utilities is for a 500 KV transmission line from Ravendale to a substation in Round Mountain, then south to connections near Tracy.  The Western Area Power Administration is the lead federal agency for environmental review; the BLM is a cooperating agency because the lines would cross BLM-managed public lands.
Dayne distributed a TANC fact sheet and noted that the public scoping comment period has been extended until July 31.  BLM and TANC will establish a cost recovery agreement so that BLM staff work is covered by the company.  

Dayne noted that the TANC collector site at Ravendale would provide the ability for the Sacramento Municipal Utility District (SMUD) to transfer power from its proposed Snowstorm wind energy project to the California electricity distribution grid.  It would provide the ability for other companies to wheel power from their proposed projects in the East Lassen Area.  BLM has approved no generating projects, but has issued rights of way for companies in install wind testing equipment (meteorological towers).  Dayne presented a new map showing the locations of met towers and proposed plans of development on the public lands and an updated chart (attachment)  listing the companies and their proposals.  
He said there is a high probability that the BLM could receive numerous wind development projects for consideration. 
Tim Burke noted that the Modoc County Cattlemen’s Association has indicated concern that the studies to date have not studied grazing land impact.  They also suggested that a transmission line should be delayed until wind farms are actually developed.  He said the Pit River Tribe strongly opposes the TANC project, and has stressed that the public meetings recently held do not constitute formal tribal consultation.
John Erquiaga noted that some people watching the situation speculate that natural gas turbine generator might be installed on the Tuscarora gas line, which runs near Ravendale, providing electricity for the TANC line when wind turbines are not producing.
Martin Balding said that photovoltaic cells are the current best alternative electricity source and should be placed as the location of need:  rooftops. 
Sean Curtis said the agencies should be insisting that the TANC environmental analysis should include a look at the cumulative impacts of building multiple wind energy projects in the East Lassen region.

Martin said the KVA for the lines should be revealed because that should reveal capacity.

Field Managers’ Reports

Alturas:  Tim Burke presented a report covering drought issues, grazing permit renewals, range improvement projects, stimulus projects, timber sales, juniper projects, geothermal development proposals at Medicine Lake, Infernal Caverns and a pending land transfer at the former Hayden Hill gold mine site.
Eagle Lake:  Dayne presented a written report (attachment) covering forestry and fuels, wild horse and burro, wildlife, recreation, renewable energy, archaeology, engineering, land use planning and personnel.
He also noted that a hearing was held recently on a proposal by George Cramer of Wendel to obtain land under the Desert Land Entry Act.  The BLM denied his application, which was first filed 30 years ago.  A decision is pending from the Interior Department of Hearings and Appeals.
Additionally, he noted that the BLM is close to making a decision on a water flow through pipe in the plug at the Bly Tunnel on the east shore of Eagle Lake.  Eagle Lake residents have filed complaints with the California State Water Resources Board voicing concerns that the tunnel plug flow through pipe is contributing to a dropping lake level.  The BLM has received an advance copy of a determination that there is no valid water right to water from the flow through pipe.  The BLM is moving forward with NEPA analysis that will be required if the BLM wants to close the pipe.
Dayne distributed a summary of stimulus projects planned for each field office.  He also invited any interested RAC member to participate on the Buffalo Skedaddle Sage Grouse Working Group.
Surprise:  Shane presented a report covering rangeland management, wild horses and burros, wildlife, lands and realty, energy and minerals, cultural resources, soil and water, noxious weeds, vegetation management, fire and fuels, operations and recreation and wilderness management.

Closing Business:

Future agenda items:  Kramer Ranch exchange, alternative energy update, West Valley/Infernal Caverns/Williams Ranch updates, ARRA (stimulus projects) updates, three tier organizational update, Sage steppe update, Memorandum of Understanding between the BLM and Department of Fish and Game and sage grouse translocation (BLM will invite the BLM California wilderness lead to participate).

Next meeting location:  Susanville (Eagle Lake Field Office).

Dates:   Sept. 9 and 10. The Eagle Lake Field Office will lead a field tour on day one; business meeting in the BLM conference room on the second day.

Field trip suggestions:  Smoke Creek, Bizz Johnson Trail Bridge 9, Horse Lake wind project proposed locations.

Summary notes compiled by

Jeff Fontana, public affairs officer

BLM Northern California District
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