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Publicity – Getting the Word Out

• Federal Register Notice, March 2, 2007

• “Planning Update” flyer mailed to 557 people on 
mailing list

• News release sent to regional media
– Several articles resulted

• Telephone line established for questions

• Website 



Scoping Process
Scoping period April 12-June 12

• Visioning Sheet – Provide views on future of Carrizo 

• Three Scoping Meetings

• MAC Meeting

• Request for written input

• Briefings offered upon request



Scoping Meetings
• 146 people 

attended three 
meetings

• San Luis Obispo, 
Bakersfield, 
California Valley

• Representative(s) 
from MAC and 
Managing Partners 
(TNC, DFG)  
attended each 
meeting



Scoping Meeting Format
• Briefing on area & plan process

• Subgroups answered “visioning” questions
– Responses on flipcharts

• Facilitators reported
back to entire group



Other Outreach Efforts
• Plan Concepts Training – January 2007

– Community leader participation

• Carrizo Native American Advisory 
Committee meeting, July 2007

• Letters inviting “cooperating agency”
participation to several agencies



Written Comments
• 3,470 total comments including:

– 103 “Visioning Sheets”

– 71 individual letters

– 3,296 form Letters and postcards

– Public comments from 2002 scoping period incorporated

– Commenters mainly from California, but also several other states

– Approx. 20 organizations and businesses represented



What did we hear?

• Key themes:
– Undeveloped character
– Resource conservation and 

management
– Cultural resource protection
– Recreation and visitor use
– Other Public and commercial uses
– Community Involvement
– Administration



Undeveloped character
• Preserve undeveloped character

– lack of visual intrusions
– open vistas
– no light pollution 

• Protect visual qualities & remove 
intrusions 

• Wilderness character – Protect 
existing Wilderness Study Areas.  
Inventory and manage additional 
areas for wilderness values



Resource Conservation and 
Management

• Restore & protect native habitat & ecosystems
– Pay special attention to T&E Species 
– Restore suite of representative SJ Valley species
– Protect area as part of wildlife corridor between coast 

and Sierra
– Reduce non-native invasive species (plants and pigs)



Resource Conservation & 
management contd.

– Agreement on need to maintain & 
restore.  Some differences 
regarding types and levels of 
restoration actions needed

– Research to test various 
restoration methods

– Fire as a management tool

– Maintain/increase water for 
wildlife.  Protect water rights for 
National Monument



Cultural and Historic Resources

• Protect Native American cultural sites

• Restore ranch complexes with historic 
value



Recreation and Visitor Use
• Roads:

– Consensus to limit road network
• Eliminate redundant roads

– Leave roads unpaved
• Some want Soda Lake paved to reduce dust & increase safety

• Hunting/Firearm Use
– Eliminate varmint (non-game species) hunting
– No target shooting in NM
– Allow hunting game animals in season
– Ban lead shot & bullets to protect condors & other species



Recreation contd.
• Facilities – General consensus – Keep it rustic  

– Expand facilities such as trails, shade structures, 
campsites

– Keep visitors limited.  Build any new development off-
monument

• Concern with increasing visitation potential & 
associated impacts

• Better information and interpretation 
– Improved seasonal info - web site
– Additional school programs and 

college research



Other Public and Commercial Uses

• Grazing – Significant public differences 
– Ranching is part of monument heritage and grazing for forage 

production is compatible 
– Grazing as a tool to support habitat management and restoration
– Concern about fence impacts on wildlife and their visual intrusion
– No grazing

• Oil & Gas – Concern with 
potential environmental damage 
from drilling on private mineral
estate



Community Involvement
• Coordinate & 

integrate 
management & 
facilities with 
gateway 
communities

• Increase 
amenities
– Off-Monument 

facilities



Administrative Issues

• Acquisition of private inholdings (fee title 
or conservation easements)

• Trespass concerns on private lands  

• Staffing levels and law enforcement to 
manage area



Summary - Next Steps
• In general there is agreement on the vision for the future 

of Carrizo; protect, restore, and keep primitive.  

• There are some differences in a few specific 
management programs (vehicle use, recreation 
development, grazing management),  as well as 
appropriate methods to achieve management vision.

• We will post preliminary copy of scoping report on web 
next week – Final in next several weeks.

• Next step: Develop range of alternatives that address 
issues.




