BLM Central California Resource Advisory Council
Meeting Notes

Cambria, CA, 9/11-12, 2009
Sept. 11

RAC members toured Piedras Blancas Light Station in the morning and met at Rabobank, Cambria, starting at 1 p.m.

Attendees:

RAC: Bill Vanherweg, Steve Koretoff, Carl Twisselman, Reb Monaco, Mary Gorden, Jim Haagen-Smit, Suzanne Noble, Leigh Marymor, Roger Mitchell.
BLM: Karen Barnette, Tim Smith, Rick Cooper, Bill Haigh, Kirk Halford, Joe Pollini, David Christy.

Public: Kevin Mazzu, Doug Thompson, Mike Prather, Bruce Whitcher, Nancy Prather, Jim Gorden, Cathy Haagen-Smit, Barbara Christy.

Tim Smith, BLM Bakersfield Field Office manager, welcomed the group and reviewed progress to date at Piedras. He noted Sept. 11 was proclaimed by President Obama as Patriot Day and National Day of Service and Remembrance in honor of the victims of Sept. 11, 2001.

Bill Vanherweg moved and Carl Twisselman seconded a motion to approve the notes of the March 20-21 meeting in Lone Pine. Motion passed unanimously.

Karen Barnette, deputy state director for support services, provided a report from the BLM State Office:

· Acting Deputy Director, aka State Director Mike Pool, and Acting State Director Jim Abbott both send their thanks for your service and contributions to BLM and the public lands.

· Advisory Councils – The nominations for terms 2010 – 2012 for Northeast, Northwest and Central California are all moving forward. They are currently at the Asst. Secretary for Land and Minerals for surnaming.  All three charters are also in ASLM and will go through the same surnaming process.

· Acting State Director Abbott and all of us believe keeping you informed and up to date is very important.  So I've been asked by Jim to pass along a few national and state highlights.  

National Issues:
1. Leadership in Washington: 
Bob Abbey has been confirmed as the new National Director of the BLM.  Bob is a retired BLM employee who served as the BLM Nevada State Director before becoming a consultant on lands issues.  State Director Mike Pool will serve as acting BLM Deputy Director until a permanent selection is named. Wilma Lewis, former Interior IG and Solicitor, was also confirmed as the Assistant Secretary – Land and Minerals.   Others as appropriate (see list).

2. Legislation –  
H.R. 689 - Chappie Shasta Bill, introduced by Rep. Wally Herger 1/26/09,  transfers the administrative jurisdiction of specified federally owned lands in the Shasta-Trinity National Forest in California from the Secretary of Agriculture to the Secretary of the Interior.  
S. 762 - Fire Safe Communities Act of 2009 introduced by Sen. Dianne Feinstein in April, promotes fire safe communities by providing additional fire management assistance for those communities qualifying as “fire safe”.  
H.R. 2899 - California Catastrophic Wildfire Prevention and Community Protection Act, introduced by Rep. Wally Herger 6/16/09, requires the Secretary of Agriculture and Secretary of Interior to expedite forest management projects relating to hazardous fuels reduction, forest restoration, and forest health.  

S. 1596 - The Gold Hill-Wakamatsu Preservation Act, introduced by California Senator Barbara Boxer in late August, authorizes the Secretary of the Interior, acting through the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), to acquire the Gold Hill Ranch to preserve it as a site of historical and cultural value as one of the earliest Japanese-American communities established in the United States.  The Wakamatsu site will be managed by the Mother Lode Field Office

3. Budget – Getting ready to close out FY 2009, and FY 2010 Interior budget looking good money-wise, but policy-wise, big differences between House and Senate. House passed its version, Senate reported its version out of Committee but hasn’t' come to floor for a vote.  Recess over after Labor Day.    

State Issues:

1. Leadership in BLM-California – As discussed, Mike's still on detail in Washington and Jim is Acting.  All of us on the State Management Team are doing what we can to support them during this period.

2. State government/legislation/leadership – SB 670, signed by the governor on August 6, adds to the state Fish and Game Code a section suspending the issuance of permits to operate suction or dredging equipment in any river, stream or lake pending a final environmental impact report of the existing regulations. This applies to mining claims on federal land as well as state land.  BLM is still issuing mining claims, but suction and dredging equipment cannot be used unless the state issues a permit to operate the equipment.  

3. Litigation – 
Shasta Resources Council, et al. v. U.S. Department of the Interior, et al. 

U.S. District Court Case No. 2:08-CV-00645-WBS-CMK  STATUS: Summons and complaint served to BLM CA State Director 5/9/08.  Order requests to recover costs 5/12/09.  Complaint for declaratory relief for violations of the national environmental policy act, administrative procedure act, and FLPMA

Western Watersheds Project (WWP) v. Salazar, DOI and BLM

U.S. District Court Case No. 08-cv-516-blw  STATUS: Plaintiff’s and federal defendant’s status report, case management stipulation, and proposed case management plan 8/14/09.  WWP alleges that 18 land use plans violate FLPMA, NEPA, and the BLM’s own policies, by failing to consider how livestock grazing harms sage-grouse and sage-grouse habitat. WWP seeks to have the plans vacated.

4. Priorities Statewide – ARRA, Renewable
ARRA Funding – The so-called Stimulus funding, under the America Recovery and Reinvestment Act, approved more than $305 million for BLM over two years.  Of that, California BLM received about $37 million for almost a hundred projects.   The approved BLM projects were announced in May and had to meet a strict set of criteria (NEPA work done, etc., to be "Shovel ready").

Renewable Energy – 
Both the Governor and the Secretary have made renewable energy a high priority.  BLM California is continuing to work closely with the state, which is moving to expedite renewable development while protecting sensitive areas.  Much of the focus is on solar in the Desert, but wind energy and transmission lines are part of the effort as well.  Both will draw intense public interest here as well. 
Alabama Hills
Kevin Mazzu, Lone Pine, gave an overview of the Lone Pine community’s process for a possible National Landscape Conservation System designation for the Alabama Hills. Volunteer groups have been active in the area with projects such as cleanup days, Don’t Crush the Brush, environmental education and eliminating redundant roads.
In 2007, photographer David Muench wrote a letter to Sen. Dianne Feinstein proposing the area be set aside as a national monument.

Sen. Feinstein’s staff met with Lone Pine residents in August 2008 and said the Senator would want community support for a designation.

After that meeting, a committee was formed with representation by the various interests in Lone Pine to explore a possible NLCS designation. That committee is reviewing the five possible NLCS designations as well as no designation.

For a potential designation, the committee is looking at legislation that would be specific to the area and be based on local input. It would incorporate the best of what has worked in other areas and a broad vision statement.

At present, the Alabama hills receives little BLM funding and cleanup is done by volunteers. With increasing visitor use and other resource challenges, the area is seeing a slow degradation.
The committee has an opportunity to explore a designation, find ways to protect the land and existing uses, and reverse the degradation. The committee has a two-year timeline to complete the process.

Carl Twisselman asked if the committee is looking at just the rocks or a larger area. Kevin Mazzu said they had discussed those options and decided to gather input and use that to guide the decision.

Reb Monaco said legislation will be a lengthy process if the committee chooses that route. He has been working for three years to get Pinnacles National Monument designated a national park and it will take at least another year.

Carl Twisselman said the group needs to make sure existing uses are protected in legislation.

Off-Highway Vehicle Subcommittee 
Subcommittee Chair Steve Koretoff said Bruce Whitcher and others have developed a proposed screening criteria for potential OHV areas. The criteria looks at factors such as whether an area is geographically suitable or contains threatened and endangered species.

Subcommittee members convened briefly and unanimously voted to refer the criteria to the RAC for consideration (pages 1-9 in document provided).
Jim Haagen-Smit asked if BLM staff had time to review the proposal. Steve Koretoff said Jim Keeler and other BLM staff had been involved. Bill Haigh said he had not seen the document.

Reb Monaco moved and Steve Koretoff seconded a motion for the RAC to approve the document.

RAC members held a lengthy discussion and requested some changes be made in the document:

· Change the title of the document and internal wording to eliminate confusion over routes vs. areas.

· Add an introductory purpose and need section on how the document will be used.

· Circulate the next draft to all BLM field offices for review.

Reb Monaco clarified the intent of his motion was that the RAC recommend BLM and interested parties to use the document as a tool in evaluating potential OHV areas. 
ACTION: The document will be circulated to RAC members for review and possible approval by e-mail after it is revised.

Future meeting agenda items

Suggested agenda topics for the next meeting were an overview on energy, especially large projects on BLM land, including the pros and cons of hydroelectric, solar, wind and nuclear.

Election of officers

Bill Vanherweg moved and Reb Monaco seconded a motion to elect Steve Koretoff vice chair. Motion passed unanimously.

Field Office Reports

Mother Lode

Bill Haigh, Mother Lode Field Office manager, said the office is looking at remediating old mining sites for American Recovery and Reinvestment Act projects. Tim Carroll, Mother Lode geologist, has identified 47 complexes of shafts and other mine structures to seal.
There are also a number of mine sites with multiple owners, which has hindered clean up efforts. BLM is looking at some small sites with multiple owners, the Davis Mill near Nevada City and Deer Creek in Nevada City, to use as pilot projects. Protocols developed on the small projects might be used to address large sites.

BLM also is planning cleanup of the Longfellow Stamp Mill near Big Oak Flat.

Other ARRA projects include road work along the Merced River and improvements to the Stevens Trail parking lot.

The Mother Lode office has been working with the Calaveras Consensus group on fuels management and was able to complete the first project two months after it was identified.

There has been legislation introduced that would put the site of the Wakamatsu Colony, a former Samurai tea and silk colony, under BLM management. BLM’s vision is to recreate a working silk and tea colony at the site.
BLM will be receiving $300,000 annually as part of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission settlement on South Fork American River hydropower operations. The funds will be used on the South Fork American.

Hollister Field Office

Rick Cooper, Hollister Field Office manager, said BLM is working with the printer on the draft Resource Management Plan for Clear Creek Management Area and hopes to get the document out by the end of September.

Under the preferred alternative, vehicles would be limited to a touring road and there would be limited pedestrian access. BLM would eventually like to add sites in the Condon Peak and Cantua areas that don’t require going through the Area of Critical Environmental Concern where asbestos is located.
For ARRA projects, road work, including new culverts is being done to provide better access for fire and medical response. The roads will be used as fuel breaks for controlled burns as well as access.

Hollister will use the Department of transportation for contracting to buy gravel and hire contractors to improve red-legged frog habitat.

Road work also will be done on the Panoche Access Road and Trailhead. The area is used by hunters and astronomers, as well as access to a Federal Aviation Administration site. Other work will be performed at Williams Hill and Condon campgrounds, and at Laguna Mountain and Sweetwater. At Clear Creek, some staging areas will be ripped to allow the San Benito evening primrose to grow.

BLM would like to keep the campgrounds at Oak Flat and Upper Jade Mill open, but will need a strategy to mitigate asbestos.

For Coast Dairies, the Trust for Public Lands and Cemex are working on issues. BLM doesn’t know when they might be resolved. BLM has an agreement with Santa Cruz County to use their dispatch for BLM employees working at Coast Dairies. Fire lines were built last summer near Molina Creek and those are being rehabilitated. Local residents have expressed concern over increased visitation as BLM assumes management and BLM is working with them on those issues.

BLM has received funding to build another access point to Fort Ord Public Lands off Highway 68 next fiscal year. There have been parking problems in the area. The funding will allow BLM to install a parking lot with restrooms and interpretive signs.

Bishop Field Office

Kirk Halford, Bishop Field Office acting manager, said Cougar Gold LLC, Denver, Colo., is conducting mineral exploration drilling activities in the Bodie Hills on public lands within the Bodie Wilderness Study Area near the Paramount Mine. Cougar is drilling 11 core holes at eight sites. 

BLM is working with residents of Chalfant area on a community-based plan. The group has developed a vision statement and made progress in planning for the area. The RAC voted at the Lone Pine meeting in March to draft a letter of support for the community-based plan.
Bishop will be updating its RMP, but does not expect significant changes in land use.

For ARRA projects, Bishop is planning to remove encroaching pinions and junipers and restore vegetation to improve sage grouse habitat. In the Bodie Hills, BLM is planning to construct protective fencing for aspen groves, remove invasive pinyon from low sagebrush habitat and restore riparian habitat. Fencing will be redesigned and reconstructed on Upper Bodie Creek to protect the riparian area. The projects will involve California Conservation Corps and Youth Conservation Corps workers and other volunteer and youth groups. 

Bakersfield Field Office

Tim Smith, Bakersfield Field Office manager, said Bakersfield will use ARRA funds to demolish some old ranch buildings and do road maintenance at Carrizo Plain National Monument. Funds also will be used to do an assessment of maintenance needs on the Pacific Crest Trail. There have been vehicles entering the Kiavah Wilderness and ARRA funds will be used to put up signs and build staging areas to deter vehicle use. If funding is available, BLM will demolish some non-historic Navy buildings at Piedras Blancas Light Station that contain asbestos and are in disrepair.  

BLM received 15,845 form letters and 95 other comments on the draft Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement for the Carrizo Plain National Monument. Form letters opposed oil and gas drilling in the monument. BLM is not issuing new leases in the monument, but some leases were grandfathered in when the monument was created. The proposed RMP/final EIS clarifies the situation.

Comments contained a range of opinions on grazing and those disagreements will continue. The proposed RMP calls for grazing on the valley floor as a management tool. However, grazing studies indicate there probably will be very little grazing there. 
The proposed RMP was changed from the draft to limit vehicle use to street-legal vehicles, except for a small road segment in the Temblors.

Additional acreage will be managed for wilderness characteristics in the Soda Lake area.

The Bakersfield draft RMP will contain a proposal for off-highway vehicle use in the Temblors east of the monument, a proposal supported by residents of Taft. The current schedule is to have the RMP approved and ready for implementation by Spring 2010.

Bakersfield is also preparing an RMP for the area outside the Carrizo. Bakersfield has acquired areas including Atwell Island, the San Joaquin River Gorge and Naval Petroleum Reserve 2 since the last RMP. There also is a need to do additional planning for the Keyesville area. 
As a compromise to allow off-highway vehicle use and keep vehicles off the monument, the draft RMP will propose an OHV route system on the east side of the Temblors. OHV users would be able to access the top of the Temblors, but wouldn’t be allowed on the monument. BLM would work with users to manage the trail system.

No OHV use would be allowed in oil and gas leases around the Honolulu Hills for safety reasons. The RMP would close most routes in the lease area to public access, but would allow access to an area by the Honolulu Hills where there is no drilling. Routes would be developed between the Honolulu Hills area and Taft.

Small OHV areas, 30-40 acres, would be developed in the Kern River Valley area under the draft RMP.

BLM completed three oil and gas lease auctions in fiscal 2009: Dec. 10, 2008, ten parcels, $256,243; March 11, 2009, 11 parcels, $73,000; Sept. 9, 2009, five parcels, $227,271. A June 23, 2009, lease auction for parcels in Monterey County was postponed after protests were filed claiming violations of the Endangered Species Act. A lease auction for 12 parcels in Kern County is scheduled for Dec. 10, 2009.

Sept. 12
Attendees:

RAC: Bill Vanherweg, Steve Koretoff, Carl Twisselman, Reb Monaco, Mary Gorden, Jim Haagen-Smit, Suzanne Noble, Leigh Marymor, Roger Mitchell.
BLM: Karen Barnette, Tim Smith, Rick Cooper, Bill Haigh, Kirk Halford, Joe Pollini, David Christy, Jim Boucher.

Public: Bradley Zane, Jim Bonnell, Nancy Prather, Jim Gorden, Cathy Haagen-Smit, Barbara Christy.

RAC members discussed the Piedras tour and work done by volunteers. Jim Haagen-Smit said he was impressed with the amount of ice plant removed and native species re-established. Jim Boucher said volunteers contributed 10,000 hours last year and the total will be higher this year.

Reb Monaco said he was impressed by the level of public-private partnership, as well as the amount of work done to date and plans for the future. He suggested Piedras could be used for a many educational activities such as California history and maritime history. He would like to see more visitor access and a better entrance off Highway 1.

Jim Boucher, light station manager, said the vision of the Hearst Castle State Park superintendent is to set up a shuttle from the old motel north of Piedras to Cambria. Visitors would be able to get on and off the shuttle at various stops. The Piedras plan, which is supported by the local community, calls for structured access by tours. There is not adequate space to build a parking lot at the light station. In addition, part of the mission of Piedras is to protect the marine resource, so there needs to be controlled access. The long-term goal is to have daily tours.

Reb Monaco asked if the focus of the plan is the 1875-1939 era. Jim Boucher said BLM had a discussion with the State Historic Preservation Office and Native Americans and now is looking at possibly preserving a building from the Coast Guard era. Some other structures that aren’t related to the light station’s operation will be removed.

Roger Mitchell moved that the RAC send a letter to the BLM State Director recommending that there be an award give to Piedras for the volunteer work similar to the award given to the Alabama Hills group.

Jim Haagen-Smit said volunteer Lee McFarland had indicated students at California State Polytechnic University might be able to design and build a replica of the original signal light.

Reb Monaco moved that BLM staff explore options for recognition for Piedras volunteers. Bill Vanherweg seconded the motion. Motion passed.

ACTION: BLM staff will explore an appropriate form of recognition for Piedras volunteers and report back at the next RAC meeting. 

Roger Mitchell asked how many people volunteer at Piedras.

Jim Boucher said there is a core group of 30-40 and other groups also volunteer such as Cal poly students and California Conservation Corps workers.

Roger Mitchell suggested CCC workers and students should received a letter of appreciation from Tim Smith and the core group should receive a letter from the BLM Director or Interior Secretary. 

Tim Smith noted Jim Boucher received the BLM State Director’s Award last year for his work at Piedras.

Carl Twisselman asked about water at Piedras. 

Jim Boucher said state parks has a well about 1 ½ miles away that Piedras could use and is potable with filtration. BLM is exploring its options for a potable water supply.

Roger Mitchell asked the value of the surplus items BLM had been able to acquire from the National Park Service. Jim Boucher said BLM had been able to acquire a variety of items including a tractor, picnic tables and trash bins worth a total of about $50,000.

Yosemite National Park has equipment to restore windows and doors. Park personnel will visit Piedras in October to evaluate historic windows and doors for restoration.

Leigh Marymor suggested BLM contact the Getty Conservation Institute regarding possible funding for conservation.
Jim Boucher asked for RAC input on the tour content and length.

Reb Monaco suggested there could be separate tours focused on specific topics such as a natural resources tour, a Native American early history tour and a 1875-1933 era history tour.

Boucher said Thursdays are the busiest tour days and he is exploring the possibility of hiring seasonal staff.

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

RAC members discussed staffing and funding at Piedras. Tim Smith said Jim Boucher is a permanent employee and Tommy Smith is a four-year term employee. There also is a student employee, but Piedras could still use additional staff.

Reb Monaco suggested there needs to be documentation to support an ongoing funding stream.

Roger Mitchell asked if Piedras receives any money from the California Coastal National Monument. Tim Smith said Piedras does not receive money from CCNM, but rather spends some. Piedras is identified as a CCNM gateway.

A member of the public suggested construction of an observation deck. Jim Boucher said in addition to being a site for the public to visit, Piedras is a sanctuary for marine mammals that come on shore and has Native American artifacts, so there are enforcement issues.

Bradley Zane provided comments on OHV use. He had ridden in Southern California and Utah and sees a need for suitable OHV areas so riders won’t go to unsuitable areas. OHVs are the fastest growing way for people to access the outdoors.

BLM in Utah had had success using volunteer groups who maintain the trails.

There need to be loop trails that don’t concentrate users in a small area. In Utah, trails are signed and marked, and people stay on the trails. OHV users are given maps and are warned they will be cited if they go off the trails. California has additional issues due to a higher population and less awareness of outdoor etiquette.

Trails need to be designed with the uses in mind. A trail that is good for all-terrain vehicles may not be suitable for motorcycles or horses. Single-track trails are less damaging.

The U.S. has a changing demographic. Baby boomers are getting older, are more environmentally aware and interested in volunteering, which is a resource agencies can use.

Steve Koretoff said there has been discussion with the Sierra National Forest on the different users and need for cooperation.

Jim Haagen-Smit said there is more interest by the public in volunteering and training and organizing volunteers could be improved. A recent issue was on the amount of training required for volunteers to use chain saws. He asked if there was support from the top down in BLM to use volunteers.

Karen Barnette said there haven’t been organized discussions in BLM on how to better use volunteers. Managers need to balance hiring staff to manage volunteers versus using the money for something else.
Jim Haagen-Smit said he sees a lot of potential for more use of volunteers. The challenge will be how to coordinate the work with limited resources.

Reb Monaco said the state parks have a successful volunteer/docent program and guidelines on how to manage the program.

Tim Smith said successful volunteer programs in BLM have been due to the efforts of onsite BLM staff such as Jim Boucher and Tracy Rowland at the San Joaquin River Gorge.

Bill Vanherweg suggested BLM offer training for managers on how to use volunteers.

Reb Monaco said he would like to see information presented at the next RAC meeting on how to use and train volunteers, and training for staff on the use of volunteers.

Bradley Zane said he was involved as a volunteer in a process on the Sequoia National Forest where they avoided staff cuts through the use of state OHV funds. Outside funds could be used to fund volunteer projects. BLM in Utah was eventually able to use a successful volunteer program.
Jim Boucher said he is not aware of training on how to manage volunteers. Managers need people skills to determine how to best use individuals and he isn’t aware of training for the people skills.

Mary Gorden said the BLM National training Center has offered training onvolunteerism and the Alabama Hills has an active volunteer program.

Leigh Marymor said BLM California has a successful volunteer archaeological program that could be expanded.

Karen Barnette said there needs to be recognition in the higher levels in BLM of the opportunities to use volunteers. BLM senior managers need to hear what field staff are doing and what they need. Coordinating volunteers in BLM California has been handled as a collateral duty.

Steve Koretoff suggested BLM identify top projects and survey the leaders to fiund out what they need and hurdles to avoid.

Rick Cooper said BLM is not opposed to using volunteers. The challenge for project managers is to determine what work needs to be done and how to use volunteers to carry it out. One volunteer group at the Cosumnes River Preserve wanted to do the dirty jobs.

Jim Boucher said BLM supports the use of volunteers, but there are logistical issues such as the span of control and getting supplies.

Leigh Marymor said line item project planning can have value.

Steve Koretoff suggested identifying volunteer project leaders and having them organize volunteer groups.
NEXT MEETING: POSSIBLE JOINT MEETING WITH NORTHWEST RAC IN MARCH OR APRIL.

CURRENT DATE: APRIL 16-17
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