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ATTENDEES:

RAC: Jim Haagen-Smit, Roger Mitchell, Steve Koretoff, Walt Pachucki, Paul McFarland, Mary Gorden, Suzanne Noble, Bill Vanherweg, Carl Twisselman, Reb Monaco, Leigh Marymor.

BLM: Paul Bannister, Bill Haigh, Tim Smith, Rick Cooper, Kathy Hardy, David Christy, Jim Jennings, Cheryl Seath.

Public: Kathy Haagen-Smit, Jill Monaco, Jim Gorden, Barbara Christy.

Paul Bannister, acting Bishop Field Office manager, welcomed the RAC. RAC members approved minutes of the June 2008 meeting.
Jim Haagen-Smit was elected RAC chair. There was discussion that Don Robinson has missed several meetings and BLM agreed to follow up with him.
Kathy Hardy, who will assume duties as the BLM CENCAL District Manager, provided the report from the California State Office.

CCRAC State Director Report    -- March 2009

· As you may know, State Director Mike Pool is in Washington, D.C. as the acting BLM director.  Associate State Director Jim Abbott is now the acting state director.  As the norm, they send their thanks for your service and contributions to BLM and the public lands.

· One of Mike's policy goals while he is in Washington is to make Advisory Councils a much higher priority at BLM and at the Department level.  He has been extremely frustrated at the delays in your appointments, charters, FR notices, etc.  So far, he's working to streamline and centralize the BLM Advisory Council unit.  Next step, the Department!  


· Keeping you informed and up to date is certainly is our goal and so I’d like to pass along a few national and state highlights.  

National/State Issues:

1. State Director Pool serving as acting national director – (See news release information) Mike started on March 1 and he will hold the position until a permanent director is selected by Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar.  So far, a Deputy Secretary has been named – David Hayes, who served as #2 under Secretary Babbitt – but no word yet on Asst. Sec. Lands and Minerals or BLM Director.

2. Budget – Last week, the Senate passed and the president signed the Omnibus 2009 budget bill that funds the federal government.  The Department of the Interior received $10.1 billion, slightly more than 2008.  BLM received $890 million, which is $25.4 million more than the request, a reflection of the significant investments this Administration and Congress intend to make in the public lands.  The president released an outline of his budget for the 2010 fiscal year on Feb. 26. The full budget will come out later in the year.
3. Stimulus – The so-called Stimulus funding, under the America Recovery and Reinvestment Act, approved more than $305 million for BLM over two years.  The approved projects, which had to meet a strict set of criteria (NEPA work done, etc., to be "Shovel ready"), will be announced probably around April 1.  If your project not on there, don't despair – this is a two-year effort, and there will be adjustments.
4. Legislation – The Omnibus lands bill that contained four pieces of legislation affecting BLM California passed the Senate but failed in the House by two votes.   There may be a move to bring up for a vote again, so stand by.

5. Statewide renewable energy – Last week, Secretary Salazar issued a secretarial order making the production, development and delivery of renewable energy top priorities for the department.   In addition, the order establishes an energy and climate change task force to identify renewable energy zones where Interior can facilitate development.  More to come as the order is implemented.
Here in California, we are working closely with the state, which is moving to expedite renewable development while protecting sensitive areas.  State and federal agreements, and inter-agency teams are working on streamlining operations while ensuring full public involvement in affected areas.
6. Wild Horse and Burro program – On November 10, 2008 the Government Accountability Office (GAO) issued a report on long-term options for the wild horse and burro program to the House of Representatives chairman of the Natural Resources Committee.  The full report is available on the GAO website.  

The Wild Horse and Burro Advisory Council met March 2 in Reno and the GAO recommendations; a proposal from Madeleine Pickens, wife of Texas billionaire T. Boone Pickens, for a private sanctuary in Nevada; and legislation recently introduced by House committee chairmen Nick Joe Rahall and Raul Grijalva were topics discussed.  The advisory board made several recommendations being considered by BLM.

On March 3, Ed Roberson, Assistant Director for Renewable Resources and Planning for the Bureau of Land Management, testified before the House Natural Resources Committee, Subcommittee on National Parks, Forests, and Public Lands regarding H.R. 1018, “Restore Our American Mustangs” bill.  He deferred taking a position on the bill, but did outline the challenges facing the wild horse and burro program.

7. Other BLM News – Although we've always had a District Manager in the Desert District because of its complexity, we have not had districts in the rest of the state for some time.  A national standard was set to make all BLM states adhere to a three-tier structure for efficiency and consistency.  Our new DM in Northern California will be Nancy Lull and I am the new DM in Central California.  The news releases for both are available online.

Jim Haagen-Smit asked about the status of the Ukiah Field Office. David Christy said Ukiah is now part of CENCAL, but will remain under the Northwest California RAC.

Leigh Marymor asked what duties the district managers would have. Kathy Hardy said the district manager would reduce the workload on the state director and associate state director. They will work on issues that overlap offices and bring more cohesion to NORCAL and CENCAL. They will look at ways to add value for BLM.
Carl Twisselman asked if the district managers would be responsible for Resource Management Plans (RMP)s. Kathy Hardy said Field Managers would retain their existing authority.

Paul McFarland said he would like managers to cover what they submitted for economic stimulus projects.

OHV SUBGROUP
Steve Koretoff said the group is making progress; is working on a template to identify potential OHV areas so they don’t waste time on sites that won’t work. The next subgroup meeting is April 18 in Merced in the Merced County Supervisors’ Chambers.

Jim Haagen-Smit asked about state guidelines for OHV areas.

Steve Koretoff said the state OHV Division held a stakeholders’ meeting in Fresno. The division is interested in working with BLM on the issue. 

Steve Koretoff said there are increasing problems with more OHV users and fewer areas. Access to Oceano Dunes is decreasing and more people are trespassing into buffer zones there. There was a fatality at Oceano and risks are increasing as more users are in smaller areas. People also are using areas closer to home due to the economy, which increases pressures on public lands.

Jim Haagen-Smit suggested the OHV users get on the agenda for meetings of county supervisors. Steve Koretoff said they would like to get the guidelines developed before contacting the counties.

Carl Twisselman said Kern County has unsuccessfully tried to develop OHV areas. OHV users also could lose access to Oceano Dunes due to protected plants.

Reb Monaco said the OHV users need to focus on areas that could work and not take a blanket approach.

Paul McFarland said OHV use can be a polarizing issue. OHV users should work informally with various interest groups before going to the counties. There needs to be more effective education working with local groups and OHV manufacturers should be involved. Some parties are interested in keeping OHV use as a polarizing issue, so education is important.

Steve Koretoff said motorcycle clubs have been doing education on staying on the trail and why that is important. OHV groups are cleaning up trash, fixing campgrounds and doing trail maintenance. Unfortunately, a small segment of the OHV users are creating a bad image.

Leigh Marymor said user numbers are growing and land managers will be increasingly behind the curve without additional areas. There needs to be educational outreach to OHV users. The BLM Bishop office was able to avoid property damage from rock climbers by working with climbers to develop a camping area and climbing practices.

NEXT MEETING

The next meeting was scheduled for Sept. 11 at Piedras Blancas Light Station, with Sept. 25 as a back-up date.

Tim Smith said the Fog Signal Building is being restored. He will arrange for representatives from the Piedras association and volunteers to attend.

ACTION – David Christy will send a request for agenda items to the RAC before the meeting.

MANAGERS UPDATES

Folsom

Bill Haigh provided a status report on items covered at the previous RAC meeting at Pine Hill Preserve. Brian Mulhollen, the BLM Folsom fuels specialist, has completed all the fuels work on the east side of the preserve shown on the RAC tour.

The American River Conservancy (ARC) has acquired the final two parcels needed to complete the trail from Coloma to Salmon Falls. The trail will be extended to Folsom Lake.

ARC is exploring acquiring the Wakamatsu silk and tea farm, 400 acres near Lotus. The farm was settled by Japanese in the 1860s. BLM is exploring managing it as a working silk and tea farm. An endowment would be established to cover expenses.

The Telegraph Fire in July 2008 burned 25,000 acres of BLM-managed land near the Merced River. The fire exploded from 500 acres to 16,000 acres in 5 ½ hours. The campgrounds and visitor center were largely undamaged. BLM has been doing seeding and restoration work since the fire and is expanding the visitor center.
BLM Folsom has hired Jerry Martinez from BLM Hollister as Fire Management Officer. There are 103 communities in the BLM Folsom boundary at risk from wildfire. BLM Folsom is working with the Calaveras Consensus group in Calaveras County on fuels treatment. The group is looking at a joint effort to manage fuels, bring in funds and generate jobs. 

There is contamination including mercury, arsenic and zinc at abandoned mine lands dating back to the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Cleanup efforts are complicated by mixed ownerships of the sites and small landowners can’t afford to help pay the cleanup.
BLM Folsom has discussed using a small site in the Nevada City/grass Valley area as a cleanup pilot project with a number of parties including local governments, the Sierra Fund and Sierra Business Council. If successful, it could be used as a model for other sites.

Roger Mitchell asked what methods are used for cleanup.

Bill Haigh said there is no foolproof method. The Boston Mine sluice tunnel was scoured out. The tunnel was coated with concrete and a bulkhead was installed. At the Pond Mine, a pilot project using a Sierra Nevada Conservancy grant will use a device to extract mercury from the water.

In some cases, gates are installed to prevent people from entering the mines and the sites are monitored. Suction dredging will be tried on the Yuba River to remove mercury from the riverbed.

Roger Mitchell asked if historical societies have been involved in the projects.

Bill Haigh said historical resources are considered. BLM wants to restore some historical structures from the Davis and Longfellow mills.
Bill Haigh said BLM is looking at remediation for the Pond Mine sluice tunnels.

Paul McFarland asked if there are high levels of mercury in creeks below the mine.

Bill Haigh said USGS found a lens of mercury and distributed methyl mercury in Humbug Creek.

Folsom BLM has hired a new mines coordinator, Peter Graves, from the BLM Ridgecrest office.

Folsom BLM will move into a new office in El Dorado Hills in late April or early May. Folsom BLM has been in the office in Folsom for 43 years. The new office has a four-acre site that includes a garage and equipment storage. There will be an open house after the move. The office will be renamed the Mother Lode Field Office concurrent with the move.

Hollister Field Office

BLM Hollister Manager Rick Cooper made the report.

1. Coast Dairies Acquisition

a. This transfer of 5,714 acres of land to BLM is close to completion.  BLM is reviewing the Title Report, easements and will start the final environmental site assessment in April.

b. No firm date for acquisition but we now have TPL, CEMEX, Santa Cruz County, and the local community all pushing for the completion of the transfer.  Three years ago no one seemed to want this take place.

c. BLM maybe requested to make determination of consistency with the California Coastal Protection Act by the Coastal Commission prior to the land transfer.

2. Hollister Land Disposal Actions

a. The Field Office is evaluating 15 parcels of land totaling 461 acres for sale potential under the Federal Land Transaction Facilitation Act Program.  Once parcels have been cleared for sale they would put for auction by the General Service Administration.

b. Historically Hollister as exchanged over 50,000 acres of land in an effort to block up public lands for recreation opportunities to acquire threatened and endangered species habitat in the San Joaquin Valley.

c. Under the FLTFA Program Hollister would be able to apply to for funds from the FLTFA account in accordance with the statewide agreement between BLM, U.S. Forest Service, National Park Service and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

3. Clear Creek Management Area RMP/EIS Status

a. The Administrative Draft has been pushed out of the Hollister Office to state agencies, EPA, San Benito County and BLM state Office.  

b. Once the draft is updated it will forwarded to BLM Washington for review prior to release of the Draft RMP/EIS for the 90 day public review and comment.

c. Anticipate a May release of the Public Draft.  Record of decision in early 2010.

Roger Mitchell asked if the controlled burn at Laguna Mountain was done.

Rick Cooper said weather conditions last fall did not allow the burn.

Bishop Field Office
Paul Bannister, acting manager, said a public meeting was held February 25 in Bridgeport to seek public comments on specific and relevant issues for an environmental assessment (EA) being prepared on a proposed mineral exploration drilling project in the Bodie Hills.
Cougar Gold LLC, Denver, has submitted a proposal to conduct mineral exploration drilling activities in the Bodie Wilderness Study Area (WSA) and adjacent private lands.  In compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act, BLM will prepare an environmental assessment to evaluate the environmental impacts of the company's proposed plan of operations. There was some confusion at the meeting over the fact that the EA covers only the exploration and would not also cover development of a mine.
Vulcan Power Co. has proposed an electric transmission line from Fernley, NV, through Bishop to Southern California. The California Public Utilities Commission is the lead agency and BLM has received $50,000 to do the NEPA work.
BLM Bishop received protests on three grazing permit renewals and is moving forward with a decision.
BLM Bishop is working with the Fish and Wildlife Service, CA Fish and Game and the Forest Service regarding three sheep grazing permits. There is concern the domestic sheep could transmit disease to bighorn sheep. Some grazing areas could be closed based on bighorn sheep.

Wildflower tours will be held next week and a meeting on a community-based stewardship strategy for Chalfant will be held March 26.
Walt Pachucki asked if equestrian groups have been involved at Chalfant.

Jim Jennings said there has been a diverse group attending the meetings and there are a number of issues that need to be addressed including subdivisions, OHV use and trash dumping.

Walt Pachucki said equestrian groups need to be involved and he would inform his contacts of the meeting.
Paul Bannister said there has been public outreach similar to the Alabama Hills group. Notices have been placed in the newspaper, on the radio and at a kiosk at the Chalfant store. BLM Bishop would like to have a RAC contact to add to the e-mail list.
Paul McFarland said he would like to be included.

Leigh Marymor asked if Native Americans had been involved.

Jim Jennings said not to date, but it was a good suggestion.
Paul McFarland suggested Chalfant be integrated with existing patrols by volunteers.

Paul Bannister said the joint BLM/Forest Service fire program has worked well and they hope to fill the fire management officer position in the next couple of months. It appears funding will be adequate to operate all the engines.
Carl Twisselman asked if the science on domestic and bighorn sheep is sound.

Paul Bannister said the initial focus is to develop a uniform policy by all the agencies. Some controversy is expected.
Cheryl Seath, BLM Bishop geologist, reported on a proposal by Cougar Gold for exploration and drilling activities in the Bodie Wilderness Study Area.

Cinnabar was originally mined in the area from the 1940's to the 1960's.  Since it was designated a WSA thirty years ago, the area around the cherrystem feature has experienced sporadic mining exploration and drilling activity with subsequent rehabilitation.

In 1997, Zenda Mining Corporation submitted a mining plan of operations to conduct exploration activities on portions of the WSA surrounding the Paramount Mine.  The BLM rejected the plan, believing a broken chain of claim custody and infrequent mining activity precluded any grandfathered rights Zenda asserted.  In 2001, the Interior Board of Land Appeals  overturned BLM's rejection of Zenda's mining plan, affirmed the claims' grandfathered use, and asserted their legal right to continue their operations in the same manner and degree as in the past. 

BLM is preparing an EA for the project and has received 88 substantive comment letters and 4,500 e-mail form letters. Those submitting comments include the California Department of Fish and Game, California Wilderness Coalition, Wilderness Society and Friends of the Inyo.

The original proposal was to fly in some drilling equipment by helicopter. Equipment would be trucked to a staging area on non-federal property and flown from there. Based on public comments and CEQA requirements for non-federal land, Cougar modified its proposal.
Water would be supplied by pipelines or water trucks and there would be no helicopter use. The exploration would be reduced to eight drill sites.

The EA alternative will be revised to reflect the project change

Bakersfield Field Office
Tim Smith, Bakersfield Field Office manager, provided the report.

A good crowd including RAC members, Congresswoman Lois Capps and a representative for Senator Dianne Feinstein attended a dedication at the Piedras Blancas Light Station.

Greg Hines has donated $100,000 to restore the fog signal building. That donation will be tied in with other funding.

Bakersfield also has identified a number of projects if stimulus money is available including work at Piedras, Carrizo Plain National Monument, the Pacific Crest Trail and Keyesville.

The Wildland Trust donated about 200 acres in the Domeland Wilderness to BLM and BLM is working with land conservancies on 2,400-acre ranch near Kennedy Meadows.
BLM also has received some small parcels in Carrizo Plain National Monument.

Work is being done to improve rafting access at the Granite launch area on the Kern River. A hill that impeded access from the road has been removed and parking is being improved.

On May 15, BLM will move the Midway fire crew to Taft and will also station a ranger there. The move will place them closer to the Carrizo. BLM will hold an open house at the station.

An oil and gas lease auction was held March 11; 11 parcels brought $63,000. The next lease auction will be in June in Sacramento, followed by an auction in Bakersfield in September.

Vintage Petroleum has expressed interest in oil and gas exploration on 30,000 acres of private mineral rights on the Carrizo. Vintage and BLM have had some discussions about exchanging those mineral rights for some outside the monument, but there is no formal proposal.
BLM has informed Vintage an EIS will be required for proposed seismic exploration. 
CARRIZO RMP

Three scoping meetings were held for the Carrizo RMP at Bakersfield, San Luis Obispo and the Carrizo Plain, in addition to six Monument Advisory Committee meetings. There has been close coordination with the Carrizo Managing Partners – The Nature Conservancy and Department of Fish and Game.

The draft RMP was released on January 23, 2009, for a 90-day public comment period. Public meetings were held:

· Feb 24., Bakersfield (3 public and 3 MAC members attended)

· Feb. 25, San Luis Obispo (20 public and 3 MAC members attended)

· March 7, Carrizo Plain (12 public and 7 MAC members attended)

BLM has received more than 3,000 e-mails to date on the RMP opposing any oil and gas development. Issues identified during the draft comment period to date:

· Very little comment or concern – most attendees seem comfortable with the plan.

· Interest in grazing.

· Interest in oil and gas development in Carrizo

· Travel management.

The proposed RMP/final EIS should be out in late fall/early winter 2009. The Record of Decision is anticipated for mid to late spring 2010.
BAKERSFIELD RMP

Bakersfield is revising its 1997 RMP. The plan name is being changed from Caliente RMP to Bakersfield RMP. The planning area covers about 500,000 acres (excludes Carrizo Plain National Monument) in eight counties. The office manages an additional 450,000 acres of subsurface mineral estate under private surface. Tetra Tech has been contracted to provide technical assistance with the EIS.
The RMP is being revised for the following reasons:

· Acquisition of public lands in Madera and eastern Fresno counties.

· Transfer of the San Joaquin River Gorge from Folsom to Bakersfield.

· Acquisition of the Piedras Blancas Historic Light Station Outstanding Natural Area.

· Acquisition of NPR 2 – NPR2 has an oil and gas plan amendment.

· Acquisition of the Atwell Island project.

· Renew oil and gas projections.

Seven public scoping meetings were held in spring 2008 in Bakersfield, Lake Isabella, Taft, Three Rivers, Fresno and San Luis Obispo. Themes brought out during scoping included:

· The need to develop travel management plans and provide adequate opportunities for OHV recreation.
· The need to update oil and gas projections.

· The need to protect wildlife habitat and threatened and endangered species.

· The need to provide management direction for newly acquired public lands such as Atwell Island, the San Joaquin River Gorge, public lands in Madera County, and Piedras Blancas Historic Light Station Outstanding Natural Area.

· The need to provide management direction to the Keyesville Recreation Management Area.

Alternatives are being developed, including a preferred alternative, and the administrative draft should be available by September 30. The public draft is expected to be available in January 2010, with a Record of Decision by January 2011.
The Bakersfield RMP will include a discussion of OHV use.

Steve Koretoff said OHV users are getting pushed out of areas in Riverside County, which puts pressure on other areas. Local users have small areas they try to keep for their own use. There needs to be OHV areas in the Los Angeles basin.

ACTION: David Christy will send the RAC the BLM National OHV Strategy and Appendix C from the BLM Planning Handbook.

Hollister Field Office
Rick Cooper provided a summary of alternatives for the Clear Creek Management Area RMP.

He discussed models used to evaluate risk from asbestos exposure. A state model uses a female non smoker as a basis, while there is no gender or smoking assumption in the model used by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. BLM is looking at the range of risk – not the state or EPA numbers alone. The EPA requires action if the risk is one in 10,000 or greater.
The alternatives include analyzed the use of mitigation measures such as time restriction for users, age restriction and types of vehicles.  
The RMP evaluates maintaining one existing campground inside the boundary of the serpentine ACEC, but on Franciscan soil, not on serpentine soil.  In all alternatives, there would be no camping or staging areas inside the red zone of serpentine soil.

Steve Koretoff said there will be a backlash if some activities are allowed in Clear Creek but not others. The issue could affect the Bakersfield RMP. There is conflicting science on the actual risk from asbestos.

MARCH 21
ATTENDEES:

RAC: Jim Haagen-Smit, Roger Mitchell, Steve Koretoff, Mary Gorden, Suzanne Noble, Bill Vanherweg, Carl Twisselman, Reb Monaco, Leigh Marymor.

BLM: Paul Bannister, Tim Smith, Rick Cooper, David Christy, Rich Williams, David Kirk.

Public: Kathy Haagen-Smit, Jill Monaco, Jim Gorden, Barbara Christy.

Jim Haagen-Smit said good progress has been made in the Alabama Hills.

Roger Mitchell said there are regulations U2 and U3 that allows the Forest Service to preserve areas.

BLM staff present weren’t familiar with U2 and U3. Rick Cooper and Time Smith said BLM can give areas an ACEC designation.

Roger Mitchell asked if BLM can step in if a threatened and endangered species is found.

Tim Smith said BLM could do an emergency closure and mitigation.

Roger Mitchell said U2 andU3 are fairly quick and permanent.

Tim Smith said an ACEC is a planning decision and requires a plan amendment.

Roger Mitchell said there is not an emergency for a designation for the Alabama Hills.

Rick Cooper said the community doesn’t want outside forces imposing a designation, but want some form of protection.

Kevin Mazzu said the Alabama Hills group will contact groups in other areas where areas have received a designation.

Tim Smith said there are parallels between the Alabama Hills and Piedras Blancas. Area residents there pushed for BLM management and a designation after the light station transferred from the Coast Guard. The designation was pushed by local residents and Congresswoman Lois Capps, with assistance from Senator Dianne Feinstein.

Mary Gorden said 50 people attended the first meetings of the stewardship group. The group has been evaluating past activities, what they want, and categorizing them. Weddings have been among the activities requested for the Alabama Hills. User groups including cyclists saw a need to change some behavior in the area.
David Kirk said he has seen fewer detrimental activities in the area.

Carl Twisselman said he doesn’t want to see people locked out of public lands. He is concerned a designation might exclude more users and bring in outside influences.

Bill Vanherweg said it is essential to get uses provided for in the legislation designating an area. The Carrizo designation provides for grazing, but doesn’t specify the number of days.

Steve Koretoff said the Alabama Hills should approach the process slowly and think about implications. Unclear language in legislation can take years to fix.

Reb Monaco said as a county supervisor he can say that elected officials will pay attention to a grass roots movement. There is a risk in that as more people become involved, some of them will want more restrictions on uses. Uses needed to be covered in legislation. He encouraged local residents to stay active and involve political leaders and young people.
David Kirk said a fair number of young people volunteer to to work at the Alabama Hills and use the area for recreation.

Bill Vanherweg said the designation of Death Valley National Park made large areas of the desert inaccessible. Roger Mitchell said 97 percent of the national park is wilderness. Residents in the northeast U.S. are driving land management designations in the West.

Bill Vanherweg said any proposed legislation needs to be carefully tracked because changes can be made at the last minute.

Leigh Marymor said he was impressed by the open and inclusive nature of the planning process by the Alabama Hills group.  He has a concern that the number of users could overwhelm the ability to manage the area. The local group needs to get ahead of the curve and have management structures in place before those users arrive.

Bill Vanherweg said movie companies should pay the cost of monitoring during filming. Rich Wilams said the movie companies pay for BLM monitors.

Suzanne Noble said she saw good compliance with regulations to protect the area. The local group needs to keep in mind its goals and objectives. From what do they wish to protect the area? There are regulatory and legislative ways to get funding other than a designation. If the decision is a designation is the way to go, what kind? The committee needs to make sure it looks at all the different avenues.
Steve Koretoff said a designation is a one-way road. Outsiders might be able to come in and impose something on local residents. There are groups that would oppose filming movies in the area. Suzanne Noble said those groups might push for a monument designation to prevent filming.

Leigh Marymor said a designation could be a double-edged sword. It would promote the resources and the local economy, but would increase use of the area. The details are important in developing a designation.

Reb Monaco asked that the RAC continue to monitor the issue. Bill Vanherweg and Leigh Marymor asked the Lone Pine group to continue providing reports.

Suzanne Noble suggested the group focus on goals and objectives – there are various avenues to raise money.

Paul Bannister said there will be more awareness of the area and a need for more infrastructure such as toilets and garbage cans if there is a designation.

Leigh Marymor noted there were no toilets in the area. Steve Koretoff said the issue was raised previously - toilets haven’t been installed to preserve the scenery.

Jim Haagen-Smit suggested toilets could be installed at the visitor kiosk. Bill Vanherweg suggested a visitor center could be developed.
Steve Koretoff said the road system in the Alabama Hills is confusing in some areas due to a lack of signs. Some of the off-road travel is due to people not knowing the correct route. He suggested there could be unobtrusive signs such as arrows painted on rocks. Jim Haagen-Smit agreed an unobtrusive sign system would help.
Rich Williams said he is working with the Chalfant Public Stewardship Group and also is a grant writer for BLM. BLM has been able to get $120,000 in equipment and supplies from grants and expects to receive another $40,000.
BLM has installed traffic counters at the Alabama Hills to get a visitation baseline in case there is a designation and manage the area based on use. The latest counter has been in place for about a year.
PUBLIC COMENT PERIOD OPENED AT 9 AM

Rich Williams said the Chalfant stewardship group is looking at uses in the volcanic tablelands. They would like to see signs in the area and OHV use dispersed. A major cleanup was held last year with cars, furniture and appliances removed.

Leigh Marymor asked if the Bishop Audubon Society was a steward there.

Rich Williams said Audubon Society and Friends of the Inyo patrol Fish Slough. The new group would have a wider range including dispersed recreation away from Fish Slough. There is rock climbing and petroglyphs in the area. People have been driving through the brush to climbing sites near the petroglyphs.
Roger Mitchell said the Bishop RMP is 15 years old. He asked how the RMP addressed the area.

Rich Williams said the area is designated semi-primitive; motorized vehicles allowed on trails. A Technical Review Team reviewed routes with users. Some routes used by pot hunters were closed. The emphasis for the area is recreation, both motorized and non-motorized. There is some land in WSAs that is managed for those characteristics.
In 1998, there was a large influx of rock climbers to the area, some 21,000 people. To avoid resource damage, BLM converted a gravel pit to a campground, installed a vault toilet and charges $2 a night for camping. The Chalfant group wants to get ahead of similar issues.

Leigh Marymor said there is a long history of promoting the tablelands starting in the 1920s when it was promoted by the American Automobile Association. The Bishop Chamber of Commerce later promoted the area. A Bishop loop tour was created with a signed turnoff and an AAA map that included petroglyph sites. 

In the 1960s and 1970s there was vandalism and damage to the petroglyphs. A plan to address the issue was developed in 1984. The chamber withdrew a brochure and AAA removed the petroglyph sites from its map.

In 1995 the state BLM office posted a website promoting rock art sites in the tablelands. Visitors had to go to the Bishop BLM office to get a map. The website was removed after a couple of years. Since then, a visitor study was conducted at the Chalk Bluffs climbing area. A chain link fence at the site was replaced with low wooden barriers.

Bill Vanherweg suggested the RAC meet in Bishop and visit the area the next time the Bishop Field Office hosts the RAC.

Suzanne Noble asked how decisions would be made for the area.

Rich Williams said under the Alabama Hills model the local residents will plan how they want the area managed. They want to get ahead of the curve with OHV use in the area. Local residents will act as the eyes and ears for BLM in the area. At the first meeting, residents were surprised BLM was interested in what goes on in the area.
RAC members agreed they would like to visit the area at the next meeting.

Bill Vanherweg asked if the Native American community has been involved.

Rich Williams said not to date, but it was a good idea. Meeting notifications are sent to about 50 people, and 10-20 attend the meetings.

Leigh Marymor asked if there was anything being done to add value for volunteers. For example, volunteers can receive archaeological training and participate in an archaeological dig.
Rich Williams said some people had expressed interest in a site stewardship program, and he would follow up.

Jim Haagen-Smit suggested there be some form of public recognition to give people a reason to volunteer.

Roger Mitchell said the Alabama Hills group has received national recognition and the RAC has gone on record supporting the group.

RAC members voted to draft a letter of support for the Chalfant group to go to the BLM State Director. David Christy said he would do an initial draft for review by the RAC.

Roger Mitchell asked about the status of ordnance at Fort Ord.

Rick Cooper said the Army would do subsurface cleanup on the areas used by the public, but not on outlying areas. BLM wants to use fire as a management tool, but firefighters can’t go in areas with live ordnance. A full cleanup would cost $500 million.
Steve Koretoff said there was discussion at the Fort Ord meeting that BLM would write a letter of support to preserve the military history at Fort Ord. BLM staff agreed to check the minutes and see if a letter was sent.

Rick Cooper said many of the military sites are not on BLM. Steve Koretoff said the radio hill observation point should be kept intact.

Suzanne Noble said the issue at Fort Ord is the extent of the cleanup – surface versus subsurface. Both BLM and the Army are funded by taxes.

Jim Haagen-Smit said housing being built at the former base is not on BLM. 

Steve Koretoff said he would like to see BLM preserve military history on the land it manages.

PUBLIC COMMENT CLOSED AT 10 AM, MEETING ADJOURNED.

NEXT MEETING SEPTEMBER 11-12, PIEDRAS BLANCAS LIGHT STATION

