
Qs&As 
Public Safety Wild Burro Gather, August 25 Through September 30, 2014 
BLM Phoenix District 
 
 
Why is the gather necessary?  
The gather is being conducted to address public health and safety concerns due to the presence of 
nuisance wild burros on public roadways in the removal areas. 

Why is the BLM removing burros that appear to be or actually are in good condition? 
There have been increasing incidents over the past year of burros getting hit / killed on the roadways 
near the gather areas.  

How many burros will be gathered and how many will be removed from the range?  
We expect to gather forty burros and will place them into the BLM adoption program.  

How will the burros be gathered?  
The BLM has hired a contractor for the gather operation. Temporary corral traps will be placed away 
from traffic and in the vicinity of Highway Loop 303, Lake Pleasant Parkway, and State Route 74 in 
Peoria, Arizona.  Alfalfa hay will be placed to attract and gather the burros. 

How will the BLM ensure animal welfare and prevent injury during the gather?  
BLM personnel will monitor the gather contractor to ensure proper animal welfare procedures are 
followed. Also, a veterinarian will be on call. Corral traps will be checked a minimum of twice daily and 
food and water will be provided for burros that have been gathered. 

How might weather conditions / temperatures affect the gather? 
Rainy conditions may discourage burros from entering the corral trap, thus possibly affecting the total 
gathered.  

How can the public follow the progress of the gather?  
Information will be regularly updated on our website  
http://www.blm.gov/az/st/en/prog/whb/pdo-gather.html 

Where do the removed burros go?  
The burros will be transported to a short-term BLM burro facility in Axtell, Utah where they will be 
placed in the BLM’s adoption program.  

Will veterinary services will be available during the gather? 
Yes. The BLM is required to have a veterinarian perform a health inspection and issue a health 
certification for gathered burros prior to transport to Utah.  

Will there be any designated public observation areas at the gather site? 
No. The gather sites are not on federal public lands. They are on private property and Arizona State 
Lands managed by the Arizona State Land Department.  
 

http://www.blm.gov/az/st/en/prog/whb/pdo-gather.html


How far, in relation to the gather site, are the burros being transported?  
The burros will be transported approximately 500 miles to the BLM burro facility in Axtell, UT. The 
males, females and females with foals will be separated during transport. 
 
Will any of the burros be sent to slaughter? 
No. While a December 2004 amendment to the Wild Free-Roaming Horse and Burro Act of 1971 grants 
the BLM authority to sell eligible animals “without limitation,” it has been (from the outset) and remains 
the agency’s policy not to sell or send any wild horses or burros to slaughterhouses or “kill buyers.” 
 
Where may I learn more about the BLM’s Wild Horse and Burro Program? 
We encourage you to visit our website: http://www.blm.gov/wo/st/en/prog/whbprogram.html. 
Join us on Facebook or YouTube, call our toll free number at 1-866-4MUSTANGS or call your local BLM 
office in Phoenix: 623-580-5500. 
 

http://www.blm.gov/wo/st/en/prog/whbprogram.html

