
1

Kimberly MacMillan

From: Wurgler <wurgler@earthlink.net> 
Date: Sat, Apr 30, 2011 at 12:05 PM 
Subject: Uranium Mining Withdrawal 
To: NAZproposedwithdrawal@azblm.org 
 

Mr. Florence, 
Herewith a copy of my letter to Secretary Salazar. 
Thanks, 
Dr. Jim Wurgler 
 



 

 

March ___, 2011 
 
The Honorable Ken Salazar 
Secretary of the Interior 
1849 C Street NW 
Washington, DC 20240 
 
RE: Comments on the Northern Arizona Proposed Withdrawal Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement.  
 
Dear Mr. Secretary:  
 
I am writing in support of Alternative B, the proposal to withdraw approximately one 
million acres of federal lands surrounding Grand Canyon National Park from uranium 
mining for 20 years.   
 
As a member of the Williams City Council and as a retired physician who directed the 
Grand Canyon Clinic for ten years, I’m very familiar with the area and the economic 
importance of the Grand Canyon to the region and the State.  The Grand Canyon is a 
World Heritage site and contributes in many ways to the ecological and economic well-
being of the region.  Grand Canyon National Park has more biological diversity than any 
other national park.  It contains old-growth forests and diverse, contiguous habitats, plus 
the Colorado River corridor and the numerous seeps and springs that support wildlife, 
rare plants and recreation.   
 
Uranium mining threatens tourism-based businesses vital to William’s economy. The 
DEIS concludes that the economic value of tourism within the five county region is $70.4 
billion over twenty years.  The DEIS goes on to state that in 2008 tourism related 
spending generated $372 million in revenues to Coconino County, and Williams is 
located in Coconino County.  At the same time, it predicts that new uranium mines would 
provide little economic benefit to Arizona residents or local communities.    
 
The economic benefit Williams derives from tourism to the Grand Canyon via rail 
service is significant. Williams is home to the Grand Canyon Railway and the rail line to 
the Grand Canyon has a distinguished history.  In its heyday it revolutionized the 
Canyon, sharing its natural wonder with the general public.  It was the preferred method 
of travel until the advent of the automobile.  On June 30, 1969 train service to the Canyon 
ended.  It was restarted in 1989 and since then has transported 2.5 million visitors to the 
Canyon from Williams and back.  Annually the Grand Canyon Railway transports 
225,000 passengers to the Grand Canyon.  
  
Uranium mines on public lands surrounding Grand Canyon will industrialize the 
landscape with roads, power lines, mining and infrastructure. If the proposed 20-year 
withdrawal is not adopted, the DEIS predicts that 30 new uranium mines will begin 
operating (only under the “no action” alternative). That means hundreds of thousands of 
trips by ore trucks hauling uranium across state and federal highways and through twenty  



 

 

communities in northern Arizona and southern Utah. It means more than two square 
miles of land will be disturbed and more new roads and power lines will be constructed 
contributing to increased noise and dust.  
 
This is exactly the scale of industrialization around the Grand Canyon that is 
unacceptable and why I support Alternative B; withdrawing one million acres of public 
land from mining around the Grand Canyon. 
 
I am also concerned about the potential adverse effects that uranium mining will have on 
wildlife habitat, biological diversity, human health, and water quality.  
 
Additionally, it is critically important that action be taken immediately so that there is no 
lapse in time between the current segregation order, which expires on July 20, 2011.  
Thank you for considering my comments and for your attention to local, regional, and 
tribal opposition to uranium mining in our region. 
 
Sincerely, 
Dr. Jim Wurgler 
 
cc:  Mr. Scott Florence 
      District Manager 
      Bureau of Land Management Arizona Strip District Office 
      345 East Riverside Drive 
      St. George, UT 84790 
      NAZproposedwithdrawal@azblm.org 
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