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Dear Secretary Salazar,

I support protecting the Grand Canyon’s entire 1 million-acre watershed from uranium mining as outlined in
Alternative B in the Draft Northern Arizona Proposed Withdrawal Environmental Impact Statement and
Revisions to the Wthdrawal Application, Arizona.

The Grand Canyon National Park is an international treasure. The diversity of habitats resulting from its great
depth. its diverse topography. and its isolated seeps, springs and caves make it one of the most biologically
diverse national parks in the United States.

The Grand Canyon is also the home of the Havasupai Nation. Indigencus Nations have been suffering from
uranium raining for vears. We can’t sacrifice their lives. President Obama has signed the UN Declaration on the
Righ e n“ Indigenous Peoples in December 201'. Now, it is time 10 implement it.

Yours
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Secretary Ken Salazar R !

U.S. Department of the Interior ] 20]/
Bureau of Land Management

Arizona Strip District

345 East Riverside Drive

St. George, UT 84790

USA

No uranium mining at the Grand Canyon!

Dear Secretary Salazar,

I support protecting the Grand Canyon’s entire 1 million-acre watershed from uranium mining as outlined
in Alternative B in the Draft Northern Arizona Proposed Withdrawal Environmental Impact Statement and
Revisions to the Wthdrawal Application, Arizona.

The Grand Canyon National Park is an international treasure. The diversity of habitats resulting from its
great depth, its diverse topography, and its isolated seeps, springs and caves make it one of the most
biologically diverse national parks in the United States,

The Grand Canyon is also theshome of the Havasupai Nation. Indigenous Nations have been suffering
from uranium mining for years. We can’t sacrifice their lives. President Obama has signed the UN
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples in December 2011. Now, it is time to implement it.

Yours
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Secretary Ken Salazar
U.S. Department of the Interior
Bureau of Land Management
Arizona Strip District

345 East Riverside Drive

St. George, UT 84790

USA

No uranium mining at the Grand Canyon!

Dear Secretary Salazar,

I support protecting the Grand Canyon’s entire 1 million-acre watershed from uranium mining as outlined
in Alternative B in the Draft Northern Arizona Proposed Withdrawal Environmental Impact Statement and
Revisions to the Wthdrawal Application, Arizona.

The Grand Canyon National Park is an international treasure. The diversity of habitats resulting from its
great depth, its diverse topography, and its isolated seeps, springs and caves make it one of the most
biologically diverse national parks in the United States.

The Grand Canyon is also theshome of the Havasupai Nation. Indigenous Nations have been suffering

from uranium mining for years. We can’t sacrifice their lives. President Obama has signed the UN
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples in December 2011. Now, it is time to implement it.

Yours
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Secretary Ken Salazar

U.S. Department of the Interior

Bureau of Land Management

Arizona Strip District

3435 East Riverside Drive

St. George, UT 84790 o (// (7/20ts
USA

No uranium mining at the Grand Canyon!

Dear Secretary Salazar,

I support protecting the Grand Canyon'’s entire 1 million-acre watershed from uranium mining as outlined
in Alternative B in the Draft Northern Arizona Proposed Withdrawal Environmental Impact Statement and
Revisions to the Wthdrawal Application, Arizona.

The Grand Canyon National Park is an international treasure. The diversity of habitats resulting from its
great depth, its diverse topography, and its isolated seeps, springs and caves make it one of the most
biologically diverse national parks in the United States.

The Grand Canyon is also thehome of the Havasupai Nation. Indigenous Nations have been suffering

from uranium mining for years. We can’t sacrifice their lives. President Obama has signed the UN
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples in December 2011. Now, it is time to implement it.
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Secretary Ken Salazar
U.S. Department of the Interior
Bureau of Land Management
Arizona Strip District

345 East Riverside Drive

St. George, UT 84790

USA
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No uranium mining at the Grand Canyon!

Dear Secretary Salazar,

I support protecting the Grand Canyon’s entire 1 million-acre watershed from uranium mining as outlined
in Alternative B in the Draft Northern Arizona Proposed Withdrawal Environmental Impact Statement and
Revisions to the Wthdrawal Application, Arizona.

The Grand Canyon National Park is an international treasure. The diversity of habitats resulting from its
great depth, its diverse topography, and its isolated seeps, springs and caves make it one of the most
biologically diverse national parks in the United States.

The Grand Canyon is also theshome of the Havasupai Nation. Indigenous Nations have been suffering

from uranium mining for years. We can’t sacrifice their lives. President Obama has signed the UN
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples in December 2011. Now, it is time to implement it.
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602.542.4188

April 14,2011

Scott R. Florence

District Manager

DOI-Bureau of Land Management
Arizona Strip District Office

345 E. Riverside Dr.

St. George, UT 84790

ATTN: Dr. Connie Stone, Lead Anthropologist -- EIS Interdisciplinary Team

Re: Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the Proposed Withdrawal
of Lands in Northern Arizona from Location and Entry under the Mining Law of
1872; DOI-BLM; DOI-NPS; DOA-FS/Kaibab

SHPO-2008-0601(89958)

Dear Mr. Florence:

Thank you for your continued consultation with our office on this proposed
undertaking. We appreciate that the concerns articulated in our April 2,2010
letter to you were addressed in the DEIS and also in your cover letter. The
Bureau of Land Management and the National Park Service/Grand Canyon
National Park are to be commended for completing the ethnographic and Class I
overviews of the proposed withdrawal lands. Based upon our review of the
cultural resource and Native American sections of the DEIS and the cultural
resources documentation submitted, it appears to us that the Proposed Action or
Alternative B would have the least potential for impacts to heritage resources.
Thus, we support this alternative.

We look forward to reviewing the Agency’s Section 106 consultation for this
undertaking. As always, we appreciate your continued cooperation with this
office in complying with the historic preservation requirements for federal
undertakings. If you have any questions or concemns, please feel free to contact
me at 602/542-7138, or e-mail me at ahoward @azstateparks.gov.

Sincerely, /

) e
CONS

N

2 A
Ann Valdo Howard
Public Archaeology Programs Manager and
Senior Archaeological Compliance Specialist
Arizona State Historic Preservation Office

C:  Jan Balsom, Grand Canyon National Park
Margaret Hangan, Kaibab National Forest



1001 14th St. NW
Rochester, MN 55901
507-282-7441

Bureau of Land Management
Arizona Strip Field Office
345 E Riverside Drive

ST. George, UT 84790

Gentlemen:

I strongly support the proposal to withdraw the land adjacent
to the Grand Canyon from location under the mining law.

It is my understanding that mining would permanently scar the
face of this unique and priceless land, devastate local communities,
and endanger water supplies for millions who live nearby.
Please resist the short term benefits the pro-mining people
present to you. The technology is not available that would

be necessary to offset the damage mining would do to the
Canyon.

Sincerely, )
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Sister Zog Braunwarth OSF

member of Franciscans International which supports Care of Creation
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Secretary Ken Salazar
U.S. Department of the Interior
Bureau of Land Management
Arizona Strip District

345 East Riverside Drive

St. George, UT 84790

USA

No uranium mining at the Grand Canyon!

Dear Secretary Salazar,

I support protecting the Grand Canyon’s entire 1 million-acre watershed from uranium mining as outlined
in Alternative B in the Draft Northern Arizona Proposed Withdrawal Environmental Impact Statement and
Revisions to the Wthdrawal Application, Arizona.

The Grand Canyon National Park is an international treasure. The diversity of habitats resulting from its
great depth, its diverse topography, and its isolated seeps, springs and caves make it one of the most
biologically diverse national parks in the United Siates.

The Grand Canyon is also thechome of the Havasupai Nation. Indigenous Nations have been suffering

from uranium mining for years. We can’t sacrifice their lives. President Obama has signed the UN
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples in December 2011. Now, it is time to implement it.

Yours




Petra Froese
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Secretary Ken Salazar
U.S. Department of the Interior
Bureau of Land Management
Arizona Strip District

345 East Riverside Drive

St. George, UT 84790

USA

No urapium mining at the Grand Canyon!

Dear Secretary Salazar,

I support protecting the Grand Canyon’s entire 1 million-acre watershed from uranium mining as outlined
mn Alternative B in the Draft Northern Arizona Proposed Withdrawal Environmental Impact Statement and
Revisions to the Wthdrawal Application, Arizona.

The Grand Canyon National Park is an international treasure. The diversity of habitats resulting from its
great depth, its diverse topography, and its isolated seeps, springs and caves make it one of the most
biologically diverse national parks in the United States.

The Grand Canyon is also thechome of the Havasupai Nation. Indigenous Nations have been suffering
from uranium mining for years. We can’t sacrifice their lives. President Obama has signed the UN

Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples in December 2011. Now, it is time to implement it.

Yours
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SYLVIA ALLEN
STATE SENATOR - DISTRICT 5
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TOLL FREE FAX: 1-800-201-7343 RURAL DEVELOPMENT

EMAIL: sallen@azleg.gov

April 13,2011

Honorable Kenneth L. Salazar
Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior AGE
1849 C Street, N.W. OrplEN
Washington, D.C. 20240 Ic.

C O 9 u‘\
UR

01

Re: Proposed Withdrawal of 1.1 million acres on the Arizona Strip of the Colorado Plateau
Dear Secretary Salazar:

You are in receipt of Governor Jan Brewer’s letter of October 9, 2009, requesting that you refrain from
withdrawing these Arizona and Federal lands from multiple use, including mining.

This withdrawal concerns us. We are charged with the responsibility for the operation of our great state.
Arizona has plans for both these state lands and our federal lands, that include mining the uranium
located within the withdrawal area. Our plan for the orderly and responsible development of our
resource will provide jobs for our people and revenue for our schools and communities, which are, as
you are aware, of grave concern to us and the people of Arizona.

We would like to point out that your recent Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) found evidence that
uranium mining was not a concern with regard to polluting the waters of the Colorado River.

This resource, as Governor Brewer pointed out, and as determined by the USGS, is 42 percent of the
available uranium in the United States, as well as the richest and easiest to mine with little or no
degradation to our environment.

Our country needs the energy this resource will provide. Mining our uranium is an integral part of the
solution to attaining energy independence from foreign nations, including Russia, which has provided
and continues to provide a large amount of uranium that we rely on to generate our electricity and fuel
our naval ships.

We urge you to refrain from taking these lands from our state and ask you to coordinate with us and help
us pursue our plan for the orderly development of this much needed resource.



Honorable Kenneth L. Salazar
April 13,2011

Sincerely,
Senatd? Sylvia Allen
Senator’ Nancy Barto

-

Senatdr Scott Bundgaard

Senator Al Melvin

Senator Steve Pigrce [

/
Senator Don Shooter
Senator Steve ﬁbrough 7
cc: Scott Florence, District Manager

Bureau of Land Management
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Senator Gail Griffin
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Sen Jdr John McComish
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Senatc%r Rick Murphy v} /
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Senafor Russell Pearce”
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ator Michele Reagan

Enclosure: Governor Jan Brewer letter of October 9, 2009



STATE OF ARIZONA

Janice K. BREWER Execurtive OFFIiCE
GOVERNOR

October 30, 2009

Honorable Kenneth L. Salazar
Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, N.'W.
Washington, DC 20240

RE: Notice of Proposed Withdrawal
Dear Secretary Salazar:

On behalf of the State of Arizona, I am pleased to take this opportunity to provide comments on
the proposed withdrawal of 993,549 acres of Bureau of Land Management and U.S. Forest
System lands in northern Arizona. The stated purpose of the Department of the Interior’s
proposed withdrawal of these lands is “to protect the Grand Canyon watershed from adverse
effects of locatable hardrock mineral exploration and mining.” This withdrawal is unnecessary
to protect the Grand Canyon region and Colorado River, and in many ways would have an
adverse impact on the State of Arizona. As a steward of Arizona’s tremendous natural resources,
economic well being, and the public trust, I object to this proposal, and request that the
Department take action to remove the proposed burdensome restrictions on federal and state
lands in the Northern Arizona Uranium District.

Uranium mining exploration and production operations already exist on the Colorado Plateau
and in the Grand Canyon region. Various federal and state laws heavily regulate these mining
operations. Additionally, only a small fraction of the land is impacted by these activities.

Existing Federal law requires mining operations to comply with the National Environmental
Policy Act, Clean Air Act, Clean Water Act, Federal Land Policy and Management Act,
Endangered Species Act, National Historic Preservation Act and various rules, regulations and
policies established by the U.S. Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management. These
regulations require all mining activities on federal lands minimize, prevent or mitigate adverse
environmental impacts, and a plan of operations subject to the NEPA process, for any operation
likely to cause a significant disturbance.

Moreover, the Arizona Department of Environmental Quality (ADEQ) enforces federal and state
laws protecting public health and the environment. ADEQ ensures air and water quality permits

1700 WEST WASHINGTON STREET, PHOENIX, ARIZONA 85007
602-542-4331 * Fax 602-542-7602



Honorable Kenneth L. Salazar
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are obtained prior to starting mining operations to ensure clean air and clean water in the Grand
Canyon region and in the Colorado River. Together, these various safeguards protect the air,
water, cultural resources, wildemess, and wildlife habitat in areas affected by mining operations.

In the Colorado Plateau region of northern Arizona that includes the proposed withdrawal area,
ore extraction and production at existing uranium mines has minimal environmental impact on
the surrounding land, water, and wildlife because of modern environmental laws. The uranium
deposits in these breccia pipes are typically dry and located several hundred feet above the
underlying aquifer. Mining of uranium ore in Arizona requires an Aquifer Protection Permit
(APP) to ensure there are no adverse effects on the underlying aquifer. Further, since in situ
mining of uranium is not planned or envisioned for northemn Arizona deposits, the risk of
contamination of underground water sources is significantly reduced. Finally, clean closure,
which is required under the APP, involves returning the land to background radiation levels
consistent with those naturally occurring in the area.

As you are aware, exploratory uranium activities do not involve extraction or transporting of
uranium ore for processing. Exploratory activities create minimal impact to the land. Mining
explorations frequently use existing roads, utilize a small drill pad, achieve zero discharge, drill
small boreholes, return drillings to the borehole and reclaim the disturbed areas. Due to the
limited activity and drilling material “containment”, exploratory activities generate no discharge
to waters of the United States or the state under the Clean Water Act because the operations
typically contain all drill materials onsite. While not specifically reguldted by Arizona’s state
APP Program, returning drill cuttings including drill fluids after exploration is consistent with
ADEQ’s general APP requirements. Even in full-scale uranium mining, due to the use of
underground mining methods and the utilization of waste rock as backfill, the surface footprint is

small, ranging from ten to twenty acres.

Most environmental concerns raised by the legacy of uranium mining in Arizona and the
southwest United States are the result of activities that occurred prior to the existence of modem
environmental laws and generally resulted from detonation, disposal, ore-processing (milling)
and weapons manufacturing sites; activities not associated with modern uranium extraction.
Even so, as is the case with the recently permitted Arizona uranium activities, further mitigation
measures could be undertaken to address concerns raised during any permitted activities. ADEQ
recently issued two permits with enforceable permit conditions including mine permeability
testing and monitoring to ensure fluids are not conveyed out of the mine, ground water
monitoring, mine water moriitoring and financial assurances for clean closure.

Proposed uranium mining activities in northern Arizona are located completely outside of Grand
Canyon National Park. Since most sites are far away from the National Park boundary, there 15
no expected impact on the quality of Park visitors’ experiences. Wildlife would also be
unaffected by mining operations. At existing uranium mines in northern Arizona, the mine site
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is completely fenced off so that no ground animal or human can enter the property without the
knowledge of the workers or guards. Each mine only operates for less than 10 years, which time
frame includes reclamation activities to restore the area for wildlife to inhabit.

As expressed in Arizona State Land Commissioner Maria Baier’s September 24, 2009 letter to
you, the state is also very concerned about Arizona State Trust land encompassed in the proposed
closure area. Significant portions of the 85,673 acres of non-federal lands within the closure area
are Arizona State Trust lands. Potential loss of mining royalties to the 13 public beneficiaries,
the largest of which is K-12 education, from even a single breccia pipe on trust lands could range
from $1.5 to $18.5 million.

In terms of the economic impacts of uranium mining activities on federal land in northern
Arizona, we estimate that the industry will generate more than $10 billion to the local economy
over the life of these mines. This will include hundreds of high-paying jobs in a rural economy
that desperately needs employment opportunities. We envision that local residents from nearby
areas where unemployment rates remain far above the state and national averages will fill many
of these jobs.

Finally, I must urge the Department to consider national security and energy independence as an
additional basis to vacate its proposed withdrawal of lands for uranium mining. Arizona and the
United States have a tremendous national security resource in northern Arizona. Although
various types of uranium deposits occur within Arizona, breccia pipes in the Grand Canyon
region contain the highest-grade uranium ore in the United States and some of the highest in the
world. The United States imports over 90% of the needed uranium for nuclear-powered
electrical energy production. A secure domestic supply of uranium is a crucial element for
continued use of this energy source. According to the United States Geological Survey, the
Arizona Strip holds 42% of the nation’s estimated undiscovered uranium. Generally, nuclear
energy is cheaper than coal and natural gas, and cleaner in that it doesn’t contribute global
warming gases to the atmosphere. To remove this source of energy forces our nation to rely
more heavily on foreign nations to meet growing energy needs. Without this nuclear energy, we
would be forced to look toward other sources of power that have a much higher carbon footprint
and a detrimental impact on climate change.

In conclusion, ] urge you to consider the overwhelming evidence that responsible uranium
mining can be both safe for public health and the environment and compatible with the Grand
Canyon region and its watershed. This is an opportunity to provide access to one of the richest
deposits of high-grade ore in the world while creating the smallest possible mining impact.
Canceling the proposed withdrawal and allowing the market to provide this commodity will
promote the economy both in Arizona and nationally; will fuel carbon-neutral nuclear power;
and support energy independence in an environmentally safe and protective manner. The
withdrawal proposal is overly broad and unnecessary because of the protections offered by state



Honorable Kenneth L. Salazar
Page 4 of 4
October 30, 2009

and federal laws that will ensure mining operations will be protective of the Grand Canyon
region and the Colorado River.

Sincerely,

Janice K. Brewer
Governor
JB:MA:njw

cc:  Scott Florence, District Manager
Bureaun of Land Management



