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Dear Reader:

Enclosed is the Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) entitled: Final Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) for the Proposed Sonoran Solar Energy Project, Maricopa County, Arizona. This
document has been developed in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 and the
Mineral Leasing Act of 1920, as amended. The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) prepared this
document in consultation with several cooperating agencies, including the Arizona Game and Fish
Department; the Arizona Department of Water Resources; the City of Goodyear, Arizona; and the Town
of Buckeye, Arizona. This document takes into account public comments received during the scoping
effort as well as comments received on the Draft EIS, which was published in April 2010. The Final EIS
is open for a 30-day review period beginning the date the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
publishes the Notice of Availability of the Final EIS in the Federal Register.

The Final EIS has been prepared to analyze the potential impacts of granting a right-of way to Boulevard
Associates, LLC for the purpose of constructing and operating a proposed 375-megawatt (MW)
concentrated solar thermal (CST) power plant and ancillary facilities on 3,620 acres of BLM-administered
land in Maricopa County, Arizona. The proposed CST project would be sited in the Little Rainbow
Valley, east of State Route 85, and south of the Buckeye Hills and the town of Buckeye in Maricopa
County, Arizona. This is in BLM’s Lower Gila South Planning Area which is managed under the Lower
Gila South Resource Management Plan (1988), as amended (2005).

The Final EIS analyzed four action alternatives: 1) the Proposed Action (as described above); 2)
Alternative A: Reduced Water Use (using a dry-cooling technology); 3) Sub-alternative A 1: Photovoltaic
(a 300 MW photovoltaic facility occupying 2,013 acres); and 4) Alternative B: Reduced Footprint (a 250
MW wet-cooled facility occupying 2,320 acres). Alternatives A and B were developed in response to
issues raised during the scoping process. Sub-alternative A1 was developed in response to agency and
public comments on the Draft EIS as an alternative to Alternative A for reducing water consumption.
Sub-alternative Al would use photovoltaic (PV) technology instead of solar thermal technology to reduce
water use, to decrease the project footprint, and to avoid other sensitive resources raised as issues by the
public and agency cooperators. The use of PV technology was originally eliminated from further analysis
in the Draft EIS due to technological and economic infeasibility. However, changing technology and
market conditions have allowed a reconsideration of PV technology in the Final EIS. A Brine
Concentrator Option is also analyzed as a component of the Proposed Action and Alternative B. As
required under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the EIS also analyzed a No Action



alternative which would preclude development of the Sonoran Solar Energy Project (SSEP) in any
configuration and maintain existing land uses in the project area.

The BLM has identified Sub-alternative A1 (which would use photovoltaic technology to reduce water
use) as the agency-preferred alternative. This sub-alternative would reasonably accomplish the purpose
and need for the Federal action while fulfilling the BLM’s statutory mission and responsibilities, giving
consideration to economic, environmental, and technical factors.

The EIS is not a decision document. Rather, it is a document that will inform the BLM’s final decision
on whether to issue a right-of-way grant. It will also inform other regulatory agencies for which permits
will be required. The Final EIS is being released to inform the public and interested parties of potential
impacts associated with implementing the proponent’s proposal, as well as alternatives identified by the
agencies. A Record of Decision will be released following a 30-day comment period on the Final EIS.
The Record of Decision will detail the BLM’s final decision as well as any required mitigation for the
project.

Comments will be accepted for 30 days following the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA)
publication of the Notice of Availability in the Federal Register. All timely written comments,
postmarked by November 21, 2011, on the Final EIS will be considered in the preparation of the Record
of Decision, currently scheduled for release in late November 201 1. Comments may be submitted
electronically to the attention of Joe Incardine, National Project Manager at jincardi@blm.gov. Please
include “SSEP DEIS in the subject line of your e-mail message. Comments may also be submitted by
mail to: Sonoran Solar Energy Project, Joe Incardine, National Project Manager, BLM Phoenix District
Office /Lower Sonoran Field Office, 21605 North 7" Avenue, Phoenix, Arizona 85027-2929.

Before including your address, phone number, e-mail address, or other personal identifying information
with your comments, be advised that your entire comments, including your personal identifying
information, may be made publicly available at any time. Although you may ask us in your comment to
withhold your personal identifying information from public review, we cannot guarantee that we will be
able to do so. All submissions from organizations and businesses, and from individuals identifying
themselves as representatives or officials of organization or businesses, will be available for public
inspection in their entirety.

Printed copies of the Final EIS are available for review at the Lower Sonoran Field Office and the
Arizona State Office. The document may also be viewed at the following public libraries in Maricopa
County, Arizona.

e Buckeye Public Library, 310 N. 6™ Street, Buckeye, Arizona 85236

* Gila Bend Public Library, 202N. Euclid Avenue, Gila Bend, Arizona 85337

e Goodyear Public Library, 250 N. Litchfield Road, Goodyear, Arizona 85338

You may also access the document on the Internet at:
http://www.blm.gov/az/st/en/prog/energy/solar/sonoran_solar.html

Sincerely,

=R

Angelita S. Bulletts
District Manager



