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BLM Solar Program 

Website: 

http://blmsolar.anl.gov
 

Online resource 
sharing 
information about 

BLM’s program 
implementation 
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Menus for each major 
page direct you to 
relevant information. 
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There is a page dedicated 
to each state and 
subpages for each SEZ. 

News items are posted to 
share updates. 
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•	 General description of the SEZ 
–	 Size and location 
–	 Physical characteristics 
–	 Technical suitability 
–	 Development status 

•	 Maps 

•	 Links to relevant sections in Solar PEIS 
or RDEP EIS 

•	 Subpages dedicated to 
– Minerals report 
– Monitoring and adaptive 


management strategies
 
– Mitigation strategies 
– Groundwater modeling 
– Class II surveys 
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Subscribe for email 
updates either for 
just general 
program 
information or also 
for state-specific 
updates. 
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Solar Energy Environmental Mapper: – An Interactive, Web-Based Tool 
Providing Access to Spatial Data Relevant to BLM’s Solar Energy Program 

Available at 
http://solarmapper.anl.gov 

Provides access to spatial 
information relevant to 
siting utility-scale solar 
projects in six 
southwestern states. 
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A Variety of Spatial Data Are Available 
for Viewing on Solar Mapper 

•	 Users can display or hide layers in order 
to evaluate specific resources of 
interest. 

•	 Resources are organized by 
–	 Group, 
–	 Theme, and 
–	 Data source. 

•	 Each group or theme can be expanded 
by clicking on the plus symbol. 

•	 Metadata is available for each data 
layer via the information icon. 
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BLM Solar Program Designations and Surface Management
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Hydrography Data, ACECs, and BLM Wilderness Areas
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Special Recreation Management Areas
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Includes Data Layers for Many Types of Protected Areas
 
• National Register Site 

• National Historic Landmark 

• National Natural Landmark 

• Scenic Byway 

• National Monument 

• National Trail 

• National Conservation Area 

• National Wildlife Refuge 

• Special Recreation Mgmt. Area 

• Area of Critical Env. Concern 

• Wilderness 

• Wilderness Study Area 

• Wild and Scenic River 

• ROW Avoidance Area 

• ROW Exclusion Area 

• No Surface Occupancy Area 

Includes Data Layers for Specific Solar Development Exclusions by 
State 

Supports analysis of why specific tracts of land were excluded from solar 

energy development in the Solar PEIS.
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Metadata and summary 

information are available for 
each data layer. 
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Solar Mapper Has A Report Tool to Support Analyses of Site 
Suitability for User-defined Area 

• USGS Gap Analysis Program Protected Areas Database report 

– Identifies protected areas within footprint and their 

• Management agency/owner, 

• IUCN category (e.g., Nature Reserve, Wilderness Area, National Park), 

• GAP status code 

• Land Jurisdiction and Protected Areas report 

– Identifies protected areas within footprint and their 

• Management agency/owner, 

• Type of protected area (e.g., national trail, wilderness, ACEC) 

• Other reports will be added in future 

– Exclusion areas 

– Ecological resources 
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Solar Mapper Has Numerous Features to Enhance the User’s 
Experience 

•	 Introductory video and extensive help function included to 
minimize need for previous experience with geospatial browsers. 

•	 Bookmark tool allows users to save specific views. 

•	 Photographic panoramas created to support the Solar PEIS analyses 
are available. 

•	 There are several base map options, including standard street map, 
topographic, shaded relief, and aerial photography views. 

•	 Users can subscribe to receive e-mail updates. 
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BLM Solar Energy Program Data Sources
 

http://blmsolar.anl.gov
 

http://solarmapper.anl.gov
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