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ABSTRACT 

Lead Federal Agency: U.S. Department of Energy, Western Area Power Administration 
(Western) 

Cooperating Agencies: Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Yuma Field Office (YFO), U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, U.S. Army Garrison – Yuma Proving Grounds, Arizona Game and 
Fish Department, and the Arizona Department of Environmental Quality 

Title:  Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the Quartzite Solar Energy Project and 
Proposed Yuma Field Office Resource Management Plan, La Paz County, Arizona DOE/EIS – 
0440 

Further Information: For additional information on this Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
(EIS) contact: Ms. Liana Reilly, Western Area Power Administration, P.O. Box 281213, 
Lakewood, CO, 80228-8213, telephone (720) 962-7253, email QuartzsiteSolarEIS@wapa.gov. 
For information on the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process, please contact: Ms. 
Carol M. Borgstrom, Office of NEPA Policy and Compliance (GC-54), U.S. Department of 
Energy, Washington, D.C. 20585, telephone (202) 586-4600. For information on BLM’s role 
with the Project or to comment on the possible Resource Management Plan (RMP) amendment, 
contact Mr. Eddie Arreola, Supervisory Project Manager, One North Central Avenue, Phoenix, 
AZ 85004; telephone (602) 417-9505; fax (602) 417-9454; or email Quartzsite_solar@blm.gov.  

Abstract: Quartzsite Solar Energy (QSE) has submitted an application to Western to 
interconnect the Quartzsite Solar Energy Project (Project), a proposed 100-megawatt 
concentrating solar power plant, to Western’s transmission system at the Bouse-Kofa 161-
kilovolt transmission line. 

QSE has submitted a right-of-way application to the BLM for the Project facility to be 
constructed on a total of approximately 1,675 acres of land managed by the BLM. The Project 
area is in an undeveloped area of Sonoran Desert in La Paz County, Arizona on the east side of 
State Route 95 approximately 10 miles north of Quartzsite, Arizona. 

This Draft EIS includes information pertaining to the construction, operation, and maintenance 
of the proposed Project and alternatives as well as the RMP amendment under consideration by 
the BLM YFO. This document was prepared in accordance with the National Environmental 
Policy Act of 1969, as amended; the Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976, as 
amended; implementing regulations; the BLM’s Land Use Planning Handbook (H-1601-1); and 
other applicable laws and policies. 

Comments on this Draft EIS should be sent to Ms. Liana Reilly at the Western address above. 
Comments must be postmarked no later than the expiration of the 90-day comment period 
announced in the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Notice of Availability for this Draft 
EIS.  
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