
For more information or if you 
have further questions contact: 

Joe Incardine
801-524-3833

jincardi@blm.gov

For Project Updates
Information Hotline

1-800-578-4133

Project Website: 
www.blm.gov/az/st/en.html

The Arizona Public Service (APS) fi led an 
application for a right-of-way grant on 
public lands north of Phoenix, Arizona, 
to construct an above-ground electric 
transmission system, consisting of a 
single series of tower structures holding 
two high-voltage circuits – a single-circuit 
500-kilovolt (kV) transmission line and a 
single-circuit 230 kV line. The total Project 
spans 38 miles and seeks to connect APS’ 
Sun Valley Substation near the Town of 
Buckeye with the Morgan Substation near 
the City of Peoria, crossing approximately 
10.5 miles of federal public lands in 
two separate locations. Management 
decisions for these federal public lands 
are subject to a 2010 land use plan called 
the Bradshaw-Harquahala Resource 
Management Plan (RMP).  

The APS proposal to use 7 miles of federal 
public lands near Peoria along State Route 
(SR) 74, where there is no utility corridor, 
is deemed to be inconsistent and not 
allowed under the recently completed 
RMP. Therefore, the BLM initiates a 
public process to make two separate 
decisions: (1) whether or not to amend its 
land use plan to create a utility corridor 
in the vicinity of SR 74; and, (2) whether 
or not to approve the APS application 
and any adjustments to the proposed 
transmission location or design. Under 
the National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA), these decisions are analyzed with 
public input in an Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS), and must include the 
assessment of multiple route alternatives. 
Public participation and scoping is now 
underway.

The intent of the public scoping meetings 
is to inform the public about the proposed 
Project and to solicit feedback from the 
public to help the BLM identify issues, 
concerns, alternatives, and potential 
impacts that should be analyzed in an EIS.

B
L
M

Proposed Sun Valley to Morgan 500/230kV Transmission Line Project 
and Proposed Resource Management Plan Amendment

P
roposed  Sun V

alley to M
organ Transm

ission Line P
roject

NEPA Process and Timeline

Right-of-Way 
Application Triggers 

NEPA Review

Internal Scoping 

Notice of Intent

Public Scoping
Public 

Comment 
Period

Data Gathering/ 
Resource 

Investigations
Alternative 

Development and 
Evaluation

Draft EIS

Final EIS

RECORD OF DECISION
Hassayampa Field 

Manager

Public 
Comment 

Period

Right-of-Way 
Application Process

April 29, 2009

January 2011

April 11, 2011

April 11 thru 
May 27, 2011

Spring 2011 
thru 

Spring 2012

Spring 2012

Winter 2012 

Spring 2013

Alternative 
Development and 

Evaluation

Draft RMPA

Final RMPA

RECORD OF 
DECISION

Arizona State Director

Public Protest 
Period & 

Governor’s 
Consistency 

Review

RMP Amendment 
Process

April 28, 2010

April 22, 2010

30-Day 
Waiting 
Period

Public 
Participation 
Opportunity

Public 
Comment 

Period

May 26, 2010

December 17, 2010

Public 
Comment 

Period

Bradshaw-Harquahala RMP
ROD Signed

Right- of-Way Application 
Submitted by APS

RMP Amendment Process 
Integrated with the NEPA 

Process for the Application

Notice of Intent

Data Gathering/ 
Resource 

Investigations

Economic Strategy 
Workshop(s)

APS appealed 
rejection of 
application  

BLM reopened APS Right-of-
Way application and 

initiated RMP amendment 
through NEPA process

Public Scoping

BLM rejected APS’ 
application for 

nonconformance 
with the RMP

Ways to Submit Comments
Tonight

Submit comment form to BLM Staff

US Mail
Sun Valley to Morgan Project

Attn: Joe Incardine/Kathleen Depukat
BLM Phoenix District Offi ce

Hassayampa Field Offi ce
21605 North 7th Avenue
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Sources: Bureau of Land Management 2010; Maricopa County 2011; EPG 2011; ESRI 2010;
POWERmap, powermap.platts.com ©2007 Platts, A Division of The McGraw-Hill Companies
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